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EDITORIAL 
 

We can safely say that the events in Leicestershire during the last few days are without precedent and are highly 
unlikely to be repeated. Since the bones of King Richard the Third were discovered two years ago, in a car park 
but a few yards from Leicester Cathedral, interest here and elsewhere has mushroomed. Our county has received 
worldwide publicity and, in addition to everything else, the occasion has presented us bell ringers with many 
opportunities to display our skill to the wider world. 
Mick Angrave (Ringing World 5418, 27th February 2015) submitted an interesting article about King Richard`s 
final journey and subsequent editions will mention the various ringing that took place both in the city and the 
county. All those who took part in peals, quarters and general ringing are to be congratulated. 
The venue for this year`s Guild Dinner transferred to a place where I spend many hours each summer, the home 
of Leicestershire County Cricket Club. An inspired choice and one which gave us the opportunity to welcome 
Chris O`Mahony, Vice President of the Central Council and a former President of ANZAB who entertained us 
with some interesting stories and introduced us to the quintessential Aussie game, `Two Up. 
Details of the Guild Ringing Course appear in this newsletter. September might seem some way in the distance 
but it will soon be upon us so, if you want to attend, please apply as soon as possible, either as a student or a 
helper.  
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NO LONGER WITH US 

 
Joe Lawrance died in January 2015 having reached the age of 100 in November 2014. An Earl Shilton ringer since 
before World War Two; he was a member of the Midland Counties Association, which he joined in 1934 and a 
founder member of the Leicester Diocesan Guild. Joe was the oldest member of our Guild. 
Both he, and his lifelong friend Bill Newton, rang into their 90's; in fact they rang until the beginning of 2010 
making Joe 96 and Bill 95 respectively. Joe rang a Quarter Peal at his home tower, aged 90, on the 15th November 
2004. 
He loved good ringing and listening to Stedman on higher numbers. He will be remembered, amongst other things, 
as a loyal member of the band and an accurate striker. 
 
 
 



 

  
 

Bill Thow died in January 2015. He learnt to ring in the North East of England and was a member of Gateshead 
Parish Church during his formative years. He was in the Loughborough area between 1970 - 1994 during which 
time he rang 399 peals for the Leicester D.G. Of his 717 peal total he rang 541 at Loughborough Bell Foundry. 
After leaving Leicestershire he moved to the London area. 

  
Terence A. Thornber died on 23rd February 2015 aged 82. Terry was taught to ring at St. John the Divine, 
Leicester at the end of World War Two. He subsequently transferred to Leicester Cathedral. Acknowledged as a 
good ringer and first class striker he rang 216 peals for the Leicester DG, of which he conducted three. He faded 
from the ringing scene in the early 1960's. His other great passion was Rugby Union and for many years he was a 
member of a local Leicester club, Old Aylestonians as well as being the club President. 

 
                                           

BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 
January 
1st Prize   Nos 96   2nd Prize   Nos 123   3rd Prize   Nos 136  
February 
1st Prize   Nos 122  2nd Prize   Nos  56  3rd Prize   Nos  132 
March 
1st Prize   Nos 88    2nd Prize   Nos  106  3rd Prize   Nos 85   
  

CALLING SPLICED 
 

Please note. Any touches produced are not necessarily true, in fact they probably are not (it is out of the scope of 
this article to prove the touches) but you might be lucky.  I am not claiming that the method I am going to explain 
is original in any way but it is easy to use with practice.  Mathematicians will grimace as I explain this as I will 
make no reference to the Maths if I can help it.  But there are plenty of articles on proof which use a similar 
method (just a little more complex to explain).   I am also restricting this article to even bell regular methods. Now 
to go back to our old friend Plain Bob Major.  I am using Major to illustrate the point but the technique works for 
Minor upwards.  First we take the lead ends of Plain Bob Major in order: 

 

Lead +ve -ve Tenor 
position 

Common Names for that position 

12345678 0 0 8ths Home or Right or 8ths or H 

13527486 +1 -6 7ths Wrong or 7ths or W 

15738264 +2 -5 5ths 5ths or Fifths or V 

17856342 +3 -4 3rds Before or Out or Thirds or B or O 

18674523 +4 -3 2nds In or 2nds or I 

16482735 +5 -2 4ths Fourths or F or 4ths or IV 

14263857 +6 -1 6ths Middle or 6ths or M 

 
We the assign a number to each lead end in the order they occur in Plain Bob Major, rounds being assigned 0, 
the first lead end 1 etc.  We can also assign negative numbers to the lead ends (the reason for this can make the 
adding easier later).  The numbers assigned to the lead ends are unique to that particular lead end and thus the 
position of the tenor.  Tenor in the Home position is a “special lead end” and is assigned 0 or a multiple of the 
number of lead ends (in the case of major 7. Minor would be 5 Royal 9 Maximus 11 etc.) 

Transposition 
Don’t panic; this part is not necessary but I’ll put it here in a simple form for completeness. 
Lets transpose the lead end 13527486 by the lead end 15738264 i.e. we ring one lead of a method (Plain Bob, 
say)whose lead end is 13527486 and straight after ring one lead of a method (Cambridge S, say) whose lead end is 
15738264 we get 17856342.  This then is the transposition of 13527486 by 15738264 or, indeed, of 15738264 by 
13527486. Now by using this idea you can transpose any lead end by any other.  So if you ring a method that has a 
lead end 13527486 (say Glasgow S) followed by a method with a lead end 18674523 (say Double Norwich CB) 
you will end up with the lead end 16482735 
 
This result is also obtained just by adding the assigned numbers in this example + 1+4= +5 if we look back 
at the table a +5 lead end is 16482735 



 

  
 

Getting the new lead end 
 
Simply put, if you ring a method that has a +2 lead end( say Yorkshire) and then ring a method that has a +1 lead 
end (say Plain Bob) all you have to do is add the assigned numbers of the lead ends +1+2= +3 then look back at 
the table and see a +3 lead end is 17856342.  As I have said, Tenor position in 8ths is 0 or a multiple of 7—so if 
you reach 7 or higher in your addition just subtract 7 or a multiple of 7 and carry on.  This is easier to show that 
explain. 
Let’s take Rutland S Major the first lead end of which is 14263857 (which is a +6) and ring a plain course we get 
+6 for the first lead +6 for the second lead giving +12.  Since this is more than 7 we subtract 7 giving 5 and carry 
on 5+6=11 subtract 7 giving 4 as we carry on we’ll get 7-7 giving 0 after all the leads have been rung giving 
rounds.  (Or 6+6+6+6+6+6+6=42 which is a multiple of 7 therefore rounds).  For say Cambridge S Major it 
would be  
subtracting 1; and we can use whichever suits us best.”  This is then illustrated by the table. 
 
 Now let’s ring the STD 8* in alphabetical order 

alphabetical order Addition Lead end 

Bristol +6 6 14263847 

Cambridge +2 6+2 =8  8-7=1 13527486 

Lincolnshire +2 1+2=3 17856342 

London +6 or -1 3+6=9  9-7=2 15738264 

Pudsey +2 2+2=4 18674523 

Rutland +6 4+6=10  10-7=3 17856342 

Superlative +2 3+2=5 16482735 

Yorkshire +2 5+2=7 7-7=0 12345678 

 
6+2+2+6+2+6+2+2=28 multiple of 7 therefore rounds, since no bobs have been called to alter bells from their 
natural order.  You just have to make sure that a multiple of 7 doesn’t come up in the middle of the touch or 
rounds will occur.  This doesn’t happen here, although lead 17856342 repeats in this instance. 
 
You could add Glasgow +1  and Belfast +6  and it would of course still work, but, keeping to the alphabetical 
arrangement, rounds would occur after the third lead and leads 17856342 +3 and 16482735 +5 would be 
repeated. 

An example 
To call a touch of spliced using this method you need to know six things 
1 How to ring the methods 
2 A composition you prepared earlier 
3 The lead end codes for the methods 
4 how the code changes if a the call alters the natural position of the tenor 
5 How the bob or single is made in the method. 
6 At what code letter are the bobs made 
 

PLEASE NOTE the touch of spliced produced will not necessarily be true. 
 
How to impress when you arrive at an eight bell tower and the ringing master says “call us a touch of spliced”.  
You look at the band and know that they can ring Cambridge S Major, Plain Bob, Little Bob and Yorkshire S 
Major—Rule 1 sorted.  You remember that WHWH works (for 2nds place methods) that is call the tenor Wrong, 
Home, Wrong, Home—Rule 2 sorted.  You know or can work out that the codes for Cambridge and Yorkshire 
are +2, Plain Bob +1, and Little Bob +5—Rule 3 sorted.  Calls do not affect the tenor position rule 4 sorted.  The 
Bobs are fourths Place; there are no extending leads to worry about—Rule 5 sorted.  Bob Wrong is when the 
tenor is in 7ths place (code 1) see table); bob Home is when tenor is in 8ths place code 0 or 7 or multiple 
thereof—Rule 6 sorted. 
 
So let’s go:  Plain Bob +1 this is the Wrong (7ths) position and we need a bob (the bob doesn’t affect the tenor so 
still+1).  We now need a Home so ring Little Bob +5 (+1+5=+6 so not home yet), ring Plain Bob +1 (+6+1=0) 
i.e. the home position and we need a bob.  The bob doesn’t affect the tenor so still +7 or 0 {note this is not 



 

  
 

rounds because we have called Wrong and Home} and is in fact 14523678.  We still have Wrong and Home to 
call so ring Plain Bob +1 and call a bob; then Cambridge   +2(+1+2=+3); then Yorkshire +2(+3+2) =+5; then 
Cambridge +2 (+5+2=0) so bob we have called WHWH so this should be rounds as the tenor is in its Home 
position and we have finished the composition that we know come rounds. 
 

Method and Code Lead end and call Common Name for position Addition 

Plain Bob +1 12357486 (-)  (-) denotes a bob (tenor in 7ths the Wrong position +1 

Little Bob +5 14562837  1+5=6 

Plain Bob +1 14523678 (-) a bob (tenor in 8ths the Home position) 6+1=0 

Plain Bob +1 14537286 (-) a bob (tenor in 7ths the Wrong position) +1 

Cambridge +2 17856423  1+2=3 

Yorkshire  +2 16283745  3+2=5 

Cambridge +2 12345678 (-) a bob (tenor in 8ths the Home position) 5+2=0 

 
If the call alters the natural position of the Tenor e.g. a bob before, then that must be accounted for when doing 
the addition. For example calling Cambridge +2 before and Home three times would add up like this.  It is 
known that the Tenor is coming to thirds place with the call before, and we know from the above table 
that this corresponds to a count of 3 irrespective of how we arrived here.  
  

Method and Code Lead end and call Common Name for position Addition 

Cambridge +2 15738264  +2 

Cambridge +2 17834562 (-) Bob moves Tenor into 3rds position +3 

Cambridge +2 14682753  3+2=5 

Cambridge +2 12356478 (-) bob (tenor in 8ths the Home position) 5+2=0 

Cambridge +2 16738245  +2 

Cambridge +2 17835642 (-) bob moves Tenor into 3rds position +3 

Cambridge +2 15482763  3+2=5 

Cambridge +2 12364578 (-) bob (tenor in 8ths the Home position) 5+2=0 

Cambridge +2 14738256  +2 

Cambridge +2 17856342 (-) bob moves Tenor into 3rds position +3 

Cambridge +2 16482735  3+2=5 

Cambridge +2 12345678 (-) this denotes a bob (tenor in 8ths the Home position) 5+2=0 

 
 Using this method while ringing takes practice, it is much easier to prepare a touch with pen and paper 
beforehand. 

Royal a special case 
There are two lead ends in Royal that will produce a three lead course (as pointed out in a previous article) This 
arises because the number of working bells, in this case nine, is not a prime number.  To explain simply as before, 
we assign a number to each lead end.  Rounds is again 0 or (this time) a multiple of 9. (Please note 0 represents 
bell number 10 when writing down the rows.) 
 

Royal. +ve -ve 

1352749608. 1 -8 

1573920486 2 -7 

1795038264 3 -6 

1907856342 4 -5 

1089674523 5 -4 

1860492735 6 -3 

1648203957 7 -2 

1426385979 8 -1 

 
If a method we produce has a +3 lead end or a +6 lead end as shown in the table above, when we ring the 
method we would get +3+3+3 thus giving 9(and therefore rounds) in just three leads. (Likewise +6+6+6 =18 
this is a multiple of nine and therefore rounds). 



 

  
 

Fortunately this only happens, as I’ve said, if the number of working bells is not a prime.  Methods produced on 
6, 8, 12 and fourteen bells won’t suffer from this anomaly. Methods on 16 bells—well that’s another matter. 
In terms of transposition from rounds we arrive at the first lead end 1795038264 we then transpose this by 
1795038264 to give the second lead end 1860492735 and then again to give the third lead end rounds.  
 

SNIPPETS 
 
Are you aware that you can create an event on the Ringing World Bellboard Diary? ( short notices of up to 25 
words are free of charge ) 
 
Correction: Further to the comments about Freeby Church in the last issue the Diocesan Bells Advisor, George 
Dawson has commented as follows, `Major work has been done to stabilise the fabric, further work is being 
undertaken in the tower and, ultimately it MAY go to the Churches Conservation Trust. 
 
 

 
At 9.58 am on Sunday 22nd February 2015 ringing was temporarily suspended at the Cathedral to witness a once 
in a lifetime event. The ringers crowded on to the roof on the south side of the tower to watch the demolition of 
the little loved City Council buildings in nearby Welford Place.  
At the appointed time a klaxon sounded (the Leicestershire Police helicopter hovered directly above in order to 
use infra red equipment to check that no one was inside the building), within a minute we heard a succession of 
explosions followed by........................nothing for about ten seconds, then the whole edifice collapsed like the 
proverbial pack of cards. It all seemed to happen so slowly and music by Brahms would have been appropriate as 
this spectacular event came to its conclusion. Ringing resumed shortly afterwards. 
 
Some years ago Chris Deacon of Saddington, who had been the Ringing Master for many years, decided to retire 
from that position. He persuaded Edward White of nearby Gumley to replace him; a task which Ed pursued with 
enthusiasm and patience in abundance. He managed to recruit ringers from the village and provided Saddington 
with its own truly local band for the first time since the 1930`s. All good things come to an end, as they say and, 
by the time you read this, Ed and family should have relocated to the wilds of Lincolnshire where, we hope he will 
use his talents with another band. 

 
Ringing for VE Day 

 
A request has been received from the Government for bells to be rung to mark the 70th Anniversary of Victory in 
Europe (VE Day). If possible, the desire is for bells to be rung at 11 am on Saturday 9th May or alternatively at 
other convenient times over the weekend Friday to Sunday 8th-10th May. Although there are other demands for 
special ringing coming up we hope that this can be given due support.  The Church of England has also been 
approached by Government so church authorities should be aware of the reason for additional ringing." 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 

RINGING FOR ENGLAND CAMPAIGN 2015 
 

Another Christmas gone by but an exciting New Year begins. 2015 will be the 5th year for Ringing for England 
and your wonderful generous ringing for the campaign in the past is winning over not only more ringers but also 
members of the public. 
One of the ways in which I feel we could engage more with the public is to offer them an `open day' at some of 
your towers, most especially those in towns, to encourage them to come forward and try their hands at bell 
ringing. The few occasions last year where it happened it was reported back as a huge success and the media were 
happily involved. I wonder if this could be something you might encourage within your Guilds. If there are any 
takers could I be kept informed in order to bring in the media who are always more than pleased to have happy 
stories. I would be grateful if you could let me have your views on this. 
Meanwhile may I wish you all a most Happy and Fruitful New Year and look forward eagerly to hearing from 
your ringers. 
 
Libby Alexander 
Ringing for England Campaign - April 23rd 2015 
www.ringingforengland.co.uk      Tel   07799 23 04 23 
 

 
MANCROFT APPEAL 300 

 
There's an exciting project at St.Peter Mancroft in Norwich to celebrate the 300th anniversary of the first ever 
recorded peal, which took place there. See Ringing World or the link below :- 

http://www.mancroftappeal300.co.uk/wp/ 
But this isn't just about East Anglia. The Central Council are supporting a nation-wide plan called `First Peal 
2015' with the aim to get 300 first pealers this year ( double the usual number ). This initiative is literally just being 
launched and hasn't even appeared in the Ringing World yet! 
 
Lynne Hughes 
PR Committee 
 

MILESTONE 

 
Congratulations to John Jelley in ringing his 3000th peal. A past President of the Leicester D.G. John, who learnt 
to ring at South Wigston, rang his first peal there on the 2nd February 1953; the treble to Plain Bob Major 
(Apparently he was so bored he vowed never to ring another peal.) . 
John has rung his peals in both tower and in hand. His first handbell peal was Plain Bob Major on the 14th 
August 1955.  
In the early 1960's most ringers were looking forward to the achievement of a band ringing the full extent of 
Major. John was involved in the first two unsuccessful attempts and also the successful 40,320 changes of Plain 
Bob Major which were rung at Loughborough Bell Foundry in 1963.  
In subsequent years John has been involved in many record length hand bell peals up to and including Maximus, 
however one performance which cannot pass without comment is a peal of 5064 Plain Bob Minimus which he 
rang on the 17th July 1960 in St. John-the -Divine belfry, Leicester with A. James Poynor. If memory serves me 
correct this peal  was the subject of some debate at the subsequent Central Council Meeting. 
John's own reminiscences appeared on pages 55-56 in the Ringing World published on 16th January 2015. 
 

Leicester D.G., - Quarter Peal Firsts – 2014. 
 

Hinckley District.   
Sapcote, Leics – 12 Jan – 1260 PB Minor – Lucy R. Wormleighton (1st Q) 1, S.J. Harvey 2, Alison M. Harvey 3, 
N.W. Harvey 4, D.H.G. Hawkins 5, M. Angrave © 6.   
Sapcote, Leics – 9 Feb – 1260 PB Minor – Susan Semak (1st Q) 1, N.W. Harvey 2, Alison M. Harvey 3, S.J. 
Harvey 4, D.H.G. Hawkins 5, M. Angrave © 6. 75th Birthday compliments for Thursday 13 February to Hugh 
Riley, father of 1.  



 

  
 

Sheepy Magna, Leics – 1 Nov – 1260 Grandsire Doubles – J. Matthews (1st Q) 1, S. Hargreaves 2, J. Patullo 3, 
L. Groom 4, M. Mellor © 5, S. Hawksworth (1st Q) 6. For the Patronal Festival.    
Thurlaston, Leics – 11 Nov – 1260 Doubles (3M) – Emily R. Wilkin (1st Q) 1, C.M. Sturgess 2, N.W. Harvey 3, 
T.M. Astill 4, S.R. Aldridge © 5, Gemma L. Wormleighton 6. Rung half-muffled on Armistice Day. Also as a 
100th birthday compliment to Joe Lawrence of Earl Shilton, on the 14th.    
 
Leicester District.   
Kirby Muxloe, Leics – 12 Jul – 1260 P.B. Minor – H. Evans (1st Q) 1, M.J. Pendery 2, M. Green 3, S.R. Gardner 
4, B.E. Mozley 5, G.B. Brown © 6.   
Anstey, Leics – 6 Aug – 1260 P.B. Minor – Louise M. Phipps (1st Q) 1, F.W. Fisher 2, N.J. Parr 3, C.J. Newman 
4, P. Bowley 5, G.B. Brown © 6. Remembering the fallen from Anstey from World War One, especially J. 
Thomas Bottrill, a local ringer, who died from his battle wounds in Portsmouth hospital on 17 July 1917, aged 26.     
Ratby, Leics – 17 Aug – 1260 P.B. Doubles – Lianne Brooks (1st Q) 1, Nicky Carling 2, J.R. Cook 3, D.G. 
Carling 4, F.W. Fisher © 5, M.J. Pendery 6. Rung for the Evening Holy Communion Service and as a birthday 
compliment for Joyce Haywood for 19 Aug.   
Anstey, Leics – 29 Oct – 1260 P.B. Minor – Lesley A. Winter (1st Q) 1, F.W. Fisher 2, P.M. Atkins 3, C.J. 
Newman 4, P. Bowley 5, G.B. Brown © 6.   
Ratby, Leics – 14 Dec – 1260 Grandsire Doubles – A.J. Whitmee 1, W.H.J. Norton 2, A.J. Haywood 3, F.W. 
Fisher 4, M.P. Banner © 5. Valerie Pears (1st Q) 6. Rung for the Carol Service.   
 
Loughborough District.   
Oaks-in-Charnwood, Leics – 8 Apr – 1280 Cambridge Surprise Major – Sally A. Brown 1, Emily J. Higson (1st 
Q, Aged 14) 2, Alison M. Godfrey 3, R.P. Watson 4, Judith A. Godfrey 5, R.C.L. Brown 6, A.A. Ward 7, A.D. 
Higson © 8. A 50th birthday compliment for David Marshall.   
 
Market Harborough District.   
Kibworth Beauchamp, Leics – 1 Jan – 1260 PB Doubles – B. Smith (1st Q) 1, Alison Iliffe 2, R. White 3, D. 
Iliffe 4, T. Iliffe © 5, M. Smith 6. For the New Year and a birthday compliment for 6.   
Kibworth Beauchamp, Leics – 6 Feb – 1260 Doubles (3m/v) – J. Burbidge 1, Alison Iliffe 2, R. White 3, G. 
Redman 4, T. Iliffe © 5, S. Smith (1st Q) 6. To celebrate the baptism of Katrina & Simon Smith’s son, Toby 
Christopher. Included an extent of variation CC10w, (Braywood Bob with Wallflower singles), believed to have 
been rung for the first time. If so, the band wish to name it Toby.   
Medbourne, Leics – 23 Jun – 1260 P.B. Doubles – H. Jones (1st Q) 1, Rose Parker 2, Dot Parker 3, S. Millington 
4, R.H. Cook © 5, A. Rees 6.  
Peatling Parva, Leics – 3 Sep – 1260 P.B. Doubles – Angela Hill (1st Q) 1, J. Davies 2, Dilys England 3, G.W. 
Mason © 4, M. Price 5, M. Goddard 6. Thanksgiving for the life of Roy Clifford England, on the first anniversary 
of his death.  
Kibworth Beauchamp, Leics – 17 Sep – 1260 Grandsire & P.B. Doubles – B. Smith 1, Alison Iliffe 2, R. White 
3, E. Stanford 4, T. Iliffe © 5, F. Collins (1st Q) 6.  
Great Bowden, Leics – 11 Nov – 1260 P.B. Doubles – Julie Herbert (1st Q) 1, R. Binley 2, Claire Johnson 3, M. 
Horn 4, R. Martin © 5, D. Sulley (1st Q) 6. Rung half-muffled for Armistice Day.   
Melton Mowbray District.   
Nothing to report for this district.   
Syston District.   
Nothing to report for this district.  

 
Leicester DG. - Quarter Peal first's for 2015 

 
 
Hinckley District.  
Sapcote, Leics – 11 Jan – 1260 P.B. Doubles – Victoria M. Semak 1, Gemma L. Wormleighton 2, Jennifer 
Hawkins 3, A.J. Rowan 4, M. Angrave © 5, S. Semak (1st Q) 6. 
   
Sapcote,Leics - 21 Mar -1274 Grandsire Triples - Jenny Ace (1st Q) 1, Garry Mason 2, Nicky Carling 3, Mark 
Pendery 4, Mick Angrave 5, Dave Carling (C) 6, Stephen Aldridge 7, Will Norton 8. 
 



 

  
 

Please will conductors of first quarter pealers, as well as sending the details to the “The Ringing World”, send them 
to the Guild News Editor, Garry Mason at sue.mason4@btinternet.com , and the General Secretary, Carol 
Franklin, at secretary@leicesterdg.org.uk 
 

2014 LDG Peals: - A note on foot notes 
 

As I gaze down the Leicester Guild peal records for 2014, I see that 76 peals have been rung for the Guild this 
year.  One part of my mind thinks, oh what a lot of hours (insert appropriate word here depending on your 
personal feelings about peal ringing!) but I will say ‘dedicated’ to the exercise for the purpose of this article.  
Out of these performances 22 where on tower bells all of which were rung in Leicestershire, apart from one 
which was rung in Cumbria.  The remaining 54 peals where rung on handbells.     
Whilst looking at the records, I couldn’t help but think why do people ring peals?  I do enjoy looking at foot 
notes (or lack of foot notes) for peals.  Some of which are rather weird and wonderful.  It must be noted that 
when I do look at the peal records there is something real and publishable about peals which must be 
appreciated.  Whatever you are interested in whether it is the ringing performance itself – the difficulty of 
method, of bells or for pure indulgence and other than for ringing 5000 changes.  For many peals, however, it 
is the footnote that goes along side it that creates the meaning of why the peal was rung; for births, for deaths 
(sometimes both!), for marriages, for birthdays; peals do provide a real and historic record of some of the 
things that are going on within the Guild, the community and the world.  There are numerous examples of 
such foot notes within the 2014 records so congratulations to all who rang peals for specific reasons or for no 
particular reason at all!   
Such reasons behind ringing peals of course vary and I have found that ringers (particularly keen peal ringers) 
do always have an uncanny knack of finding a reason to ring a peal, some may be more notable than others of 
course but all are worthy.  I do doubt whether ‘dedicated to feeding the cat last Tuesday’ may be completely 
unquestioned although perhaps amusing.   
On that note I will finish on a particular foot note that I found whilst perusing over the 2014 peals which I had 
to smile and be amused by which read ‘in thanksgiving of the new toilet’ installed in the church Although not 
the most glamorous of reasons to ring a peal there it is, history.  I am sure future peal ringers will be very 
thankful. 
Steve Harvey 

 
Guild Dinner 2015 - Leicestershire County Cricket Club. 

 
I don't follow the county game closely, but even I know that the Foxes 
2014 season wasn't great fun - however the same cannot be said for the 
Guild Dinner which was an excellent evening out. 
 I was last at Grace Road as a schoolboy as part of some Quick Cricket 
event sponsored by Vimto ( I remember the sponsor, because the free 
can of fizzy Vimto exploded in the Mini on the way back to Great Glen)  
and I didn't really pay that much attention to my surroundings at that 
age. As such, the venue for this year's dinner was a new one on me and I think it proved to be an excellent choice. 
The room provided by the Cricket Club was spacious and worked really well for our purposes - The menu for the 
evening had some good choices and the food was excellent. There was plenty of time for good conversation and 
nothing was hurried. The staff even put up with some Handbell ringing! 
Mick Angrave revived his role as MC for the evening, and did an 
excellent job of introducing the speakers and guests who included the 
Archdeacon for Loughborough, David Newman and the Archdeacon 
for Leicester, Dr Tim Stratford.  Mark Pendery spoke on the topic of 
the Church and David Newman replied. Our President's speech this year 
turned to the topic of penguins and the similarities between the 
gregarious flightless birds and the bellringers. 
Our main speaker this year was Chris O'Mahony, the Vice-President of 
the Central Council, who spoke very well on a number of topics, 
including his time in the Rutland and Leicestershire area. If you've seen the photos from the event, you may be 
wondering what all the photos are with everyone standing up with their hands in the air - Chris took the 
opportunity to introduce a bunch of Poms to that popular Australian game, Two-up.  

mailto:sue.mason4@btinternet.com


 

  
 

The organisers of the dinner should be roundly congratulated for organising a good night - If you went to the 
dinner and enjoyed it, please let your District Secretary know, so that the Committee know to organise one for 
next year! and if you didn't come and want to know more about the details for next year then ask you District 
Secretary. 
John Cook 
 
 

AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
 

Hinckley District : - 
 

Our first meeting of the New Year was at Kirkby Mallory and Barwell was very well attended. I cannot 
remember seeing as many people so early for a meeting – we are usually scratching round for enough ringers to 
raise the bells! Tea at Barwell was excellent. Evening ringing was very popular – there were too many to all fit 
into the ringing chamber at the same time! February and March tend to be quieter months and this year has 
been no exception. At the March meeting there were barely enough to ring all 8 at Enderby a combination of 
other ringing and non-ringing activities having taken its toll on attendance. 
In January we lost our oldest member with the death of Joe Lawrance of Earl Shilton. Joe had celebrated his 
100th Birthday just a few weeks earlier. There was a good turn out for his funeral at SS Simon &Jude at Earl 
Shilton and a well struck, half muffled quarter of Grandsire Triples was rung immediately after the Service. 
Sadness struck again when we learned of the death of Ken Belcher on March 13th. Although not a ringer, Ken 
was a great supporter of the District and excellent company at all social events – Beetle Drives will never be the 
same again. He will be sadly missed. 
Congratulations to Gemma Wormleighton of Sapcote who rang her first peal at her first attempt on the day of 
the Guild dinner, 28th February. 
Ringing for the re -interment of Richard III took place as the cortege passed on its way from Ambion Farm on 
its way through the District towards Leicester. The ringing started at Stoke Golding as the cortege set off and 
continued through the short service at Dadlington, where the two bells were chimed. A quarter was scored at 
Sutton Cheney as the cortege passed through the village on its way to Market Bosworth where a peal was rung 
and timed to come round as the cortege entered the town. Earlier in the day a peal was also scored at Desford 
– Stephanie Adcock’s first peal at her first attempt. A quarter was also rung at Narborough on the Sunday 
morning. In the days that followed there was also ringing for King Richard at Barwell, Orton on the Hill, 
Sapcote and Sibson. A quarter was scored at Orton on the Hill a first as conductor for Graham Titley. 
Chris Sansome 
 
 
Loughborough : - 
 
We finished the year in December with 42 ringers meeting at Hathern Church for our AGM.  The church 
was beautifully decorated with over 100 Christmas trees, and although we couldn’t all fit in the belfry at the 
same time, it gave everyone a chance to see the Christmas trees and to consume many mince pies and jam 
tarts.  Fantastic to see so many people, and to have the chance to remember two ringers in the District who 
died last year and who will be sadly missed - Helen Watts and Tom Harris.   We warmly welcome Frances 
Marshall as District Secretary onto our committee. 
We started the year with monthly district practices at Loughborough, Packington and Shepshed, with 
Loughborough (20 people) and Shepshed (22 people) particularly well attended.   
In March we held another very successful training morning with 13 students (which included 6 under the age 
of 18 years) improving their plain hunting.  In total we had 33 helpers supporting the event which meant that 
we could run the training at 4 towers and support 5 students from neighbouring towers in the Syston 
District.  Some students started with no experience of plain hunt, others were learning to treble to plain bob, 
or starting to ring plain bob inside.  Where possible the students were taught by people who they do not ring 
with regularly which meant that most students and helpers met and rang with people they had not met 
before.   A couple of students wrote the following: 
 

On an extremely cold and windy Saturday 7th March, 13 learner ringers gathered in the towers of Copt Oak, Oaks in 
Charnwood, Belton and Markfield for a training morning in plain hunt. These enthusiastic learners, of widely varying abilities, 



 

  
 

were accompanied by many experienced ringers, who kindly spent their morning helping us to improve our ringing skills.  After 
the ringing, we gathered for a meal in the pub at Copt Oak which was a lovely social event and a welcome sit down after a hard 
working morning.   Much was learnt by all involved. The learners benefitted from the expertise of the teachers and supporting 
ringers, now the ringers can go back to their respective towers to continue to practise more, having benefitted from the intensive 
training.      Ed Longman, Rothley 
 
On the 7th March 2015 I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to participate in a training day held at the church in Copt 
Oak. This was a very positive experience for me not only because I had the opportunity to meet other bell-ringers but also to 
learn and gain experience from them.  It helped me to better my technique and identify areas for improvement that I personally 
did not recognise and which have assisted in my bell-ringing skills. I feel this was an invaluable opportunity and I hope to 
participate in further training days and develop my skills further as well as enjoy the whole social experience of becoming a 
campanologist!  Sam Harding, Measham 
 

Thank you to everyone - students, helpers, tutors, tower contacts at the 4 towers, those providing 
refreshments, etc., who helped make the event so enjoyable and worthwhile. 
 
Rise and Fall in Peal Training, Saturday 21st March 2015 
 
We attended the training session held at St Peter and St Paul in Hathern organised by Heather Morris 
(Leicester District) and run by Judith Godfrey (Loughborough District). 
There were 5 [or 6] learners and many helpers. Judith started the session with each of us introducing ourselves 
saying where we were from, what we wanted to get out of the session and an interesting fact about ourselves 
that maybe no-one would know – this was very interesting and gave us the chance to put names to faces. 
The training was well planned and we started by ringing a bell up on our own [to check we were ok with that!] 
and then down again. Following this an experienced ringer started raising the treble and just with the 2nd 
starting upwards a little then downwards, then again with the 3rd joining in, stopping again, then the 4th joining 
in etc. Then we got to ring up in reasonable peal! As the morning was wholly about ringing up and down this 
gave us plenty of practice to try this in peal, as well as receiving excellent advice on style, faults etc. 
Judith ran a really comfortable training session where learners felt safe to make mistakes and we received 
practical and constructive advice. There were plenty of helpers to ring around the learners and also to stand 
with learners to offer on the spot guidance which was really useful. Each ringing up would be on the 8 with 2 
or 3 learners in, we think we can say we had a good time (!?) and improved our bell handling skill! A good 
choice of venue too as the bells were easy for nervous learners to handle. 
Ian gave some great tips on how to spot if you are too far up or not up far enough in relation to other ringers 
which when put into practise really made sense. (It’s all about the bounce!!). 
We all know we only get a couple of tries a week at ringing up and down in peal so all in all the time spent on 
this dedicated practice was really valuable. 
We’d like to thank again the organisers and all the helpers who gave up their Saturday morning for us and 
hopefully this session will be offered again for up and coming learners who will definitely benefit from it. We’d 
also like to thank those who brought the lovely cakes and thanks for the tea and coffee, very much appreciated. 
Lianne Brooks & Valerie Pears 
Judith Godfrey 
 
Market Harborough :- 

Richard III 
Ringers from the Harborough District rang for the re-interment of Richard III during the week of 22.03.15 to 
28.03.16.  As requested bells were rung muffled for Sunday service at a number of towers in the district.  In 
addition half muffled quarter peals were also rung including one by past and present members of the 
University of Leicester at Oadby as indicated in the cover article in the Ringing World dated 27.02.15.  This 
included two firsts on eight.  On the day of the interment Quarter peals of Cambridge Minor were rung at 
Medbourne and Market Harborough where Will Borman conducted his first quarter.  Finally on 28.03.15 an 
open quarter of Plantagenet Alliance was rung at Oadby which was first blows in method for all.  This week 
has been a special one since, as well as ringing for this historic occasion, we have scored a number of notable 
firsts in the process. 
Diana Young 
 



 

  
 

Syston :- 
 
In December a quarter of Cambridge Minor was rung at Thurmaston, the first quarter in over 20 years containing 
all the Syston District Committee. A great end to the year. 
The district has made an encouraging start to 2015 with a full committee in place.  We continue to visit district 
practice nights each month. We are considering holding a focused practice on a Saturday to concentrate on a 
particular method if there is enough interest. 
A notable achievement in the district is that a band is now ringing each month for the family service at 
Humberstone, and plenty of weddings, thanks to the organisation of Angela Dilkes.  Angela has now arranged for 
a few helpers to ring at Scraptoft once a month to help build their band back up. There are currently three new 
learners who are very  
keen and coming on well. Alan Mitchell continues as Tower Captain and always makes everyone welcome. 
Everyone is welcome to join us at events, details are on the Guild website. 
Amanda Adams 
 
Melton :- 
 
 Melton District meeting have had good turn outs over the winter months despite the cold weather and colder 
ringing chambers . In January we combined the meeting with a Guild Social at Long Clawson and Ab Kettleby 
where people had a last chance to ring on the Ab Kettleby bells as a 3 before they are augmented. There was a 
great turn out of about 40 people, many thanks to all for supporting the raffle towards Ab Kettleby bell fund.  
The latest news on Ab Kettleby is that the bells have been cast. We hope to have the gate ends removed for 
galvanising in the next week or two, bell 1 is being removed to fit a new pad between the bell and the 
headstock (the old one is soft as this is the bell that gets most of the weather) and bell 2 is being taken out for 
retuning.  The frames have been brushed down now so whilst the bells and gate ends are out we hope to get in 
and put the undercoat of paint on.  Following those activities the new bells and extra frame for the new treble 
will be fitted and that should give us a ring of 6 sometime after Easter. Thanks to James for keeping things 
moving and coordinating the project - the end is in sight.  
The March outing was a tour of North Nottinghamshire organised by Andrew Shipman. Everyone who went 
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon of 6 and 8 bell ringing around Worksop followed by a meal at the Unicorn 
Inn.  Thanks very much to Andrew for organising this.  
Peter Brown 
 

Rising Ringers 
 
Since the last Newsletter one meeting has taken place at Oadby on Saturday 24th January. A wide variety of 
methods were rung including Plain Bob, London Surprise Minor and Norwich Surprise Minor! Not bad for 
someone who was learning first steps in treble bob!  
The next meetings are as follows: 
 
28th March 2015 Sapcote 
23rd May 2015 
25th July 2015 
26th September 2015 
28th November 2015 
 
Mark Pendery 
 

Progressing Ringers 
 
Three meetings have been held since the last newsletter. In December and January the meetings held at Anstey 
and were both very well attended. The March meeting was held at Belton and was the second time we have 
met at a six. The alterations to the tower at Belton made this an excellent venue – mind you the jam tarts were 
worth making the journey for alone!  
All of the Progressing Ringers who started out at the first meeting two years ago have continued to attend and 
all have made good progress. Every month sees new faces at the meetings and the line between “Progressors” 



 

  
 

and helpers becomes ever more blurred - which is just as it should be. We are very grateful to the band of 
helpers who turn up to each meeting ever willing to help others as they battle with plain hunt and beyond. 
Although most of the ringing is concentrated on plain hunt and plain bob we can usually cope with most 
requests with Cambridge, Stedman and Kent becoming regulars.  
I would encourage everyone to come along to a meeting – they are excellent social events as well.  
The next meeting is due to be on Saturday 25th April – the same day as the Striking Competition and HYM but 
as yet we do not have a venue – somewhere in the Harborough District would be ideal – any offers? 
 
Chris Sansome 

Guild BRF 
 

The BRF has recently benefitted from a gift of £6,000 made by Susan Hall, who rings for weddings at Foxton. 
Her father, Roger Pickering, who died in 2007 was a ringer at Foxton for over 70 years having been taught by 
his father at the age of 11. Roger’s cousins, Joe and Tony were also ringers at Foxton and Joe’s children have 
also learnt to ring.  None of the family have ever been members of The Guild or rung anything other than call 
changes, but the family has provided loyal service at Foxton over the last 100 years or so. 
 
The BRF is in a fairly strong position financially at the moment, so if you are planning any restoration work on 
your bells, frame or fittings please apply for a grant towards the work. Application forms can be downloaded 
from The Guild website or can be obtained through any committee member. 

 
The Guild personal accident insurance covers ‘All members of the Policyholder including their Pupils’ ‘Whilst 
ringing, maintaining, inspecting, or doing work of any description on towers and/or bells and/or their fittings 
and framework 
 
Brenda Parr 



 

  
 

                                                 

 
 
 

TTThhheee   LLLeeeiiiccceeesssttteeerrr   DDDiiioooccceeesssaaannn   GGGuuuiiilllddd   
RRRiiinnngggiiinnnggg   CCCooouuurrrssseee   

Will take place over the weekend of 
4 - 6 September 2015 

This residential course will be based in bunkhouse style accommodation at the 
Scout Association campsite at Ullesthorpe. 

Cost, including all meals (except Saturday lunch) will be £55 

The course is planned to offer groups on -  

 First steps in plain hunt 
 Progressing from plain hunt 
 Doubles 
 Minor 
 Surprise minor 
 Stedman 
 Surprise Major 

 
Applications are now being taken and will be treated on a first come first served 

basis. Forms are available to download from the LDG website 
 

 
 
The LDG Ringing Course is designed to provide ringers with concentrated practice, 

focussed on their level of skill. A residential course also provides the opportunity to 
develop the social aspects of ringing. People who attended the previous courses 

still talk about them now! 
 

 
 
Can you spare some time to help the progress of other ringers? Did you attend and 
benefit from a previous course? If so, you could be just the person we are looking 

for, as no course can run without helpers. 

All courses dependent on demand 



 

  
 

 
KING RICHARD THE THIRD LAID TO REST. 

 
Ringing which accompanied King Richard`s final journey from the place of his death, through the 
Leicestershire countryside towards Leicester Cathedral is mentioned elsewhere in this Newsletter. As he 
entered the area between the River Soar and the city centre a half muffled quarter peal of Grandsire Caters was 
being rung at St. Mary de Castro and there was general half muffled ringing at St. Margaret`s church. As the 
cortege reached the Cathedral the tenor was tolled whilst the coffin was carried into the west end of the church 
prior to a Service of Compline. 
There were several different Services leading up to the principal Service of reburial on Thursday 26th March 
and much of what took place during the week was transmitted by Channel Four and shown around the world. 
Ringing at the Cathedral had been requested to take place for forty minutes. It was decided to ring rounds and 
call changes, half muffled as requested. An inspired choice with pleasant, accurate striking. 
It might seem odd that the ringing finished some fifty minutes before the commencement of the Service but 
this was to allow other participants to play their part.      
Although anyone within a fair distance of the Cathedral could hear the ringing, Channel Four`s Jon Snow and 
his succession of guests tended to subdue our efforts to the listening viewers. 
The following day witnessed a wonderful display in the area around the Cathedral and surrounding streets of 
8,000 plus candles. The event drew hundreds of people, of all ages, to the city and it was accompanied by a 
quarter peal of 1485 King Richard the Third Little Alliance Maximus, a method specially composed for the 
occasion. At least our ringing this time could be clearly heard on BBC Radio Leicester and BBC TV East 
Midlands News. 
At the time of writing one further quarter peal and a full peal are planned during the next two weeks at the 
Cathedral to draw a close to a memorable occasion for Leicestershire.  
 
 
 

The Cathedral ringers after ringing for the reburial service of King Richard 111 
 
 
  


