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  LDG NEWS 
 

      NEWSLETTER - FORTIETH   /        JULY  2018           /      www.leicesterldg.org 
 
 

     EDITORIAL 
 
 
This year your General Committee made the decision to slightly change the Guild Striking Competition 
from an eight bell to a six bell contest. The idea was simply to attract more teams, particularly tower teams. 
Unfortunately, the five teams that entered consisted of four district teams and a young team representing 
our rising ringers. Not a tower team in sight. 
The youngsters, with an average age slightly over 14 years old, put in a good performance and we should all 
be proud of their willingness to have a go. If that doesn’t put the rest of us to shame, probably it should. 
Please keep an eye on the Guild website for the Guild Social on 21st July which includes a short trip on 
Rutland Water and the Guild Ringing Course in September. Please help the organisers by applying early to 
be a student or making yourself available to help. One session is better than none whilst four sessions 
would be superb. 
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   THE GUILD REMEMBERS ROBERT UNDERWOOD 
 

Leicester Diocesan Guild 
Whitwick, Leicestershire 
St John the Baptist 
Sunday, 25 March 2018 in 46 minutes (11–3–12 in F) 
1260 Plain Bob Triples 
1  Hilary Blakemore 
2  Janet Stevenson 
3  Stephen R Colley 
4  Michael Davidson 
5  Stuart Hale 
6  Chris Gooch 
7  Colin Lord (C) 
8  Philip Bowley 
 
Rung after a minute's silence in memory of Able Seaman Robert Underwood, Royal 
Naval Division, Hawke Battalion, RNVR on the day of the 100th Anniversary of his 
death in France from the effects of gas poisoning. Robert was a bellringer at St John’s 
and is buried in the Commonwealth War Graves St. Sever Cemetery Extension, 
Rouen. “Waiting in a holy stillness wrapt in sleep” 
 

 
Whitwick AB Robert Underwood 100th Anniversary 25 March 2018. L to R: Chris 
Gooch, Phil Bowley,  
Steve Colley, Janet Stevenson, Stuart Hale, Michael Davidson (holding photo of 
Robert Underwood),  
Hilary Blakemore, Colin Lord. 
 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view-file.php?id=6602
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Able Seaman Robert Underwood, Royal Naval Division, Hawke Battalion, RNVR and bellringer at St 
John the Baptist, Whitwick. 
 
 
                               
                         OBITUARY – HENRY OWEN HOMEWOOD 
 
Henry Owen Homewood “Owen” 12.08.1931 – 12.03.2018 
 
When asked to write an obituary for Owen, how does one start? Owen was a “strong character” 
who was known throughout the Guild. I am sure there are many ringers from across the districts 
and over the years that have a take or two about Owen. There is no single person who can paint a 
complete picture of him, so this is my perspective. Others will be able to add to his story, 
particularly those who have known him for longer than I have. One thing for certain is that he was a 
brilliant bell ringer. He was a perfectionist when it came to striking. I know that we have all heard 
him say the phrase “Well there’s striking, and there’s striking”. He loved ringing his doubles 
methods and would have rung in countless quarter peals and peals over the years. Many of you 
reading this will have more memories of these. Owen taught many ringers to ring at Melton 
Mowbray and later spread his teaching to local towers. In his later teaching years, he was particularly 
proud of his achievements with a local band at Twyford, a tower that has since thrived with ringers 
as a result of Owen’s teaching. Some of us have very fond memories of Owen. To some of us, he 
was a “true gentleman”, and he would give up his time for us to help us improve. Others perhaps 
found his presence …. “rather overwhelming”. There may have been a few raised voices in the 
ringing chamber over the years, but that was just Owen’s way of getting results (it usually worked). 
Owen took every opportunity to ring at as many towers as possible and enjoyed his tower grabs. He 
was a regular ringer with the Rambling Ringers where, I suspect, he grabbed a few pubs on the way 
too. 
 
When he was not ringing, he often cycled around Melton Mowbray, particularly on Market Day. In 
the later years, he gave up his bicycle and opted for a walk instead. He would always stop and chat 
and put the world to rights (and always comment on the striking!) He must have found it difficult 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view-file.php?id=6603
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when his health started to let him down. He tried to continue ringing – even though his shoulder 
was telling him otherwise. Eventually he found it was too difficult and was forced to give up ringing 
altogether. He did miss not being able to ring anymore. 
 
Owen will be remembered by the ringers of Melton for his love of his allotment. For many years, 
there was a tradition at Melton for the different church groups to each decorate a window in the 
church for the harvest festival. Most windows would be decorated with flowers and tinned fruit. 
However, the “Bell Ringers Window” was filled with weird and wonderful shapes and colours of 
squash and arrived by the sack full courtesy of Owen; all grown on his allotment. Owen was a 
former employee of Petfoods based in Melton. He must have made use of his staff discount for the 
shop, as most weeks he would visit me armed with a bag of Maltesers (other brands of chocolate are 
available). He always turned up while I was baking scones or fruitcake, was that a coincidence? I had 
heard he liked his food! He was rather fond of his drink as well. Due to his love of beer (and his 
infinite capacity) he was known to many as “Hollow Legs Homewood”. 
 
Many of the Guild members attended his funeral held at Melton. A select band rang before and after 
the Service to celebrate the life of Owen. A quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles was rung in his 
memory at Twyford, with some of the ringers that he had taught. How would I describe Owen? To 
me, he was a “Gentle Giant”. He was an excellent ringer who advanced the ringing careers of many. 
 
Wendy Saywell 
St Mary’s Bell Ringers – Melton Mowbray. 
 
 
 
Leicester Diocesan Guild 
Twyford, Leicestershire 
St Andrew 
Friday 23rd March 2018 (6-2-22 in G) 
1260 Grandsire Doubles 
 

 1  Sue Dawson 
 2  Annette Tudor-Brown 
 3  Wendy Saywell 
 4  Peter Brown 
 5  Philip Shipman © 
 6  Eric Leeson  

Rung half muffled to celebrate the life of Owen Homewood, 86 years young. 
A regular ringer at this tower and a friend to the band and many more ringers. 
 
                                           OBITUARY – DEREK. G. GOODMAN 
 
Derek’s first experience of ringing was on handbells at Wyggeston Boys Grammar School, Leicester 
under the tutelage of Lawrence Greenhow, a teacher of English and a Leicester Cathedral Ringer. He 
excelled and at the age of 15 years called a peal of Grandsire Doubles on an inside pair. 
 
He was persuaded to take up tower bell ringing by his good friend and school mate Gordan Maclure. 
He was elected a member for the Cathedral band and became a competent ringer and conductor. 
 
He decided to become a Priest and became Vicar of Eastwood, Nottinghamshire on 24th July 1965 
 
He passed away on 14th June 2018. 
 
Garry Mason 
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                                         OBITARY – SANDRA RICHARDSON 
 
Sandra Richardson 15.05.1964 – 31.03.2018  
 
It is with much sadness that the band at Melton Mowbray lost a loyal tower bell and handbell ringer. 
Sandra first learnt to ring tower bells in Newtown Linford where she lived with her parents. She 
later married and moved to Melton Mowbray where she continued to ring. It was there she 
discovered the joys of ringing tunes on handbells with the St. Mary’s Handbell Ringers. One of the 
many stories about Sandra that springs to mind is the time she was due to ring for a wedding at 
Melton. The morning of the wedding, she rang the tower captain apologising that she would not be 
able to ring as she had gone into labour with her first child! With family priority, she stopped ringing 
tower bells, but continued to come to the tower every Tuesday for handbell practice, carrying her 
young daughter up the 54 steps spiral staircase. This continued with the arrival of her second 
daughter. As they grew older, both daughters joined Sandra and rang with the handbell team. It was 
about 15 years later when Sandra revisited her love of tower bells. It happened to coincide with her 
youngest daughter learning to ring tower bells as her new skill for the D of E Award. Even after 
such a long gap in ringing Sandra soon regained her confidence to ring call changes and plain hunt 
and more recently was relearning Plain Bob Doubles. It was appropriate that the local ringers rang a 
quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles in memory of Sandra as it was “Sandra’s Method”. 
She was dedicated to her local tower even when Melton church was closed during 2017; she 
continued to support the group at our practices held in other towers. Sandra was a very steady local 
ringer and supported the local tower for services and weddings. She was very much involved with 
the church as a deputy warden and as the treasurer of the handbell team. 
 
Her death came as a shock to all who knew her. She was diagnosed with Cancer at the beginning of 
March and sadly died within a month of her diagnosis. Her funeral was held at Melton, and local 
ringers rang all 10 bells before and after the service. Sandra was then taken to her final resting place 
(her home tower) at Newtown Linford. 
 
Wendy Saywell 
St. Mary’s Bell Ringers – Melton Mowbray. 
 
Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire. 
St. Mary 
Friday 6th April 2018 – 44 minutes (25-1-20 in D) 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
1 Diane Ford 
2 Roger Hawkins 
3 Wendy Saywell 
4 Chris Boot 
5 William Saywell © 
6 Jayne Wilson 
 
In memory of Sandra Richardson 15.05.1964 – 31.03.2018 
A loyal handbell and tower bell ringer of St. Mary’s 
A very special lady, loved by all who met her. 
 
Wendy Saywell 
St. Mary’s Bellringers, Melton Mowbray. 
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                                           OBITUARY – JOHN MICHAEL FOSTER 
 
John Michael Foster 
 
Mike was born on November 7th 1939 and spent his early childhood in Loughborough. He was a 
pupil at Loughborough Grammar School and was particularly interested in the sciences and 
engineering, while his family background engendered in him an active interest in music. Mike 
becoming a keen violinist and viola player. The interest endured throughout his later life and 
involved his membership of the Charnwood Orchestra and also various chamber music quartets. 
In developing his career Mike first trained as an engineering apprentice in Rugby and then in 
Manchester, but moved back to Leicestershire in 1968 with a position at Marconi in Leicester. Here 
he also developed skills in computer programming which supplemented his engineering knowledge 
and experience. It was also at this time that he developed an interest in bell ringing, joining the band 
at Markfield Church, where he became a reliable Surprise Minor ringer. 
In the early 1980’s Mike and his wife, Chris, moved to Cropston, which forms part of the parish of 
All Saint’s, Thurcaston with Cropston.  
Mike was welcomed with open arms by the Thurcaston band, which was essentially a competent 
and willing service band but with limited experience. With Mike’s help, together with that of friends 
from various local towers, members of the Thurcaston band were encouraged to expand their skills 
and quarters of Plain Bob and later on treble bob methods became possible. 
Meanwhile Mike became increasingly involved with the church at Thurcaston. He served as a 
church warden and also joined the choir – he had a good tenor voice. In addition, he wrote a 
number of Christmas carols which, set to music by another choir member, were sung at the Annual 
Carol Service. Furthermore his computing skills and engineering experience found use in many 
other ways. For example, when the elderly boiler became temperamental Mike would find his way to 
the boiler house to rectify the fault. He also sorted out rotas for officials and servers “with colour 
coding to make it easy to understand” and his password protection was deemed “uncrackable”. 
Sadly, some ten years ago Mike was diagnosed with Cancer. He continued to attend church and his 
related activities for as long as he could but the illness was progressive and last autumn his physical 
strength began to fail. After a long battle, he passed away on March 6th 2018. May he rest in peace. 
A quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles was rung at Thurcaston in his memory by a band representing 
both the local band and also the Guild. 
 
Eric Atkinson 
 
 
 
 
                                                      FIRST QUARTER PEALS 

 

South Wigston, Leicestershire 
St Thomas the Apostle 
Thursday, 5th April 2018 (14-1-19 in F) 
1260  Bob Minor 
1 Elizabeth Wright 
2 Jenni Judson 
3 Zack D’Mello 
4 Rebecca Odames 
5 Richard Carter 
6 Stephen Franklin © 

First Quarter – 4 – Rung for Easter 
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Gilmorton, Leicestershire 
All Saints 
Saturday, 19th May 2018 in 50 minutes (10-2-9 in G) 
1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place Doubles 
7,6,8,Cover. 
1 Alison Iliffe 
2 Ben Davies 
3 Daniel Iliffe 
4 Richard White 
5 Terry A Iliffe 
6 Mary Hoyes 

 7 John Davies 
 8 Andy Moyes 
 
To celebrate the Wedding of HRH Prince Harry and Megan Markle today. 
First quarter – 8  First blows in method – 2 

 
 
All Saints 
Sunday, 10th  June 2018 (10-2-9 in G) 
1260 Plain Bob Minor 
6,7,8 Cover 
1 John Davies 
2 Alison Iliffe 
3 Steve Millington 
4 Garry Mason 
5 Terry Iliffe  
6 Hayley Wiilliams 
7 Daniel Iliffe © 
8 Andy Moyes 

 

For Evening Service. First Quarter 6, First as Conductor: 7 
 

Narborough 
All Saints 
Thursday 24th May 2018 in 45 minutes 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
1 Dominic Hames 
2  Peter Holden 
3  William Steward 
4  Paul Standley 
5  Anthony R. Mann © 
6  John Stafford 

First quarter peal at first attempt - 1, First quarter peal – 6 
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Kibworth Beauchamp 
St. Wilfrid 
Saturday 2nd June 2018 in 50 minutes 
1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place Doubles 
7, 6, 8, Cover 
1 Lydia Redman 
2 Greg Connolly 
3 Daniel Iliffe 
4 Alison Iliffe 
5 Terry Iliffe © 
6 Lewis Smith 
7 Graham Redman 
8 Ian Hearn  

First Quarter – 6, First in method- 2 
Rung to celebrate the 400th birthday of Kibworth’s oldest bell, the seventh, cast by 
Oldfields of Nottingham in 1618 and hung in the tower that year. 

 

                                        GUILD STRIKING COMPETITION 

 

This year’s competition was held at Wanlip in the new 6 bell format. Five teams entered and the 
competition was judged by Graham Hayward. 
The results were as follows :- 
1st   Leicester District                        15 faults 
2nd Market Harborough District       18 faults 
3rd Loughborough District               25 faults 
4th Hinckley District                         32 faults 
5th Young Rising Ringers                 42 faults 
The winning team, ringing Grandsire Doubles comprised Angela Preston 1, Garry Mason 2, Stephen 
Franklin 3, Mark Pendery 4, Mark Boylan © 5, Francis Fisher 6. 
Special mention should be made of the Leicestershire Young Rising Ringers, with an average age of 
14yrs 8 months, who put in a sterling effort. Congratulations. 
The young ringers were Morgan Williams (Thurcaston) 1, Lewis Benfield © (Ratby) 2, Lydia Redman 
Kibworth) 3,Vicky Semak (Sapcote) 4, Ben Davies (Gilmorton) 5, Sydney Wareing (Swithland) 6. 

     

                                           HALLATON BOTTLE KICKING                                     

 

The weather on Easter bank holiday is always uncertain. This year the forecast was poor, but that was 
not really at the top of my list of worries as I drove in to Hallaton on that cold and wet morning. 
Questions rattled around my head …’why did I do it? why did I offer to arrange ringing’. 
Hallaton and Medbourne are villages that have a fierce rivalry. This is pent up throughout the year and 
only really surfaces on Bottle Kicking Day. This event is always on Easter Monday and is a spectacle 
event. 
Everyone should go to once in their life. If you have never heard of it; do take the time to look it up; It 
is essentially a game of rugby, but with no rules and plenty of injuries! 
Each year, as an intermission in the drinking for all the participants and supporters, there is a pre-battle 
Church service in Hallaton. There is no regular ringing or ringers in the village, so in previous years 
Arthur has been contacted to try and get the bells rung prior to the service. This year the contact was 
made, and I decided to take matters into my own hands. It was a shame, I thought, to have such an 
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important event not to be celebrated with bells ringing for the service. When I made the offer to the 
church wardens, they were enthusiastic in their desire for ringing and so I set off getting a band. 
Now, Easter is a time when people ‘do things’. As such, it can be tricky to get local ringers. I scoured 
my list of local ‘regular’ and ‘irregular’ ringers, and slowly got a band of 4. With just days to go I was at 
the end of my tether and resorted to a Facebook plea. The power of the internet. Up to a full band of 
6. Then the crushing blow – a day or two before the event, yet another drop out. 5 would have to do I 
guess, but I was pretty crestfallen. After offering to get a band I had failed. 

It is funny how things turn out. There were a full body of 6 ringers in the end – Arthur unexpectedly 
making up the 6th. Hallaton are not the easiest of bells; ground floor with a long draught. We rang 
plenty of nice rounds and calls whilst watching the congregation assemble. 

As we quietly left the church after ringing down, we were approached by one or two congregation and 
they expressed their joy at having the bells rung. It was enough to answer the questions I had earlier….  
I arranged the ringing because it makes a difference. 

Many thanks to all the ringers involved – Fiona, Rose, Richard, Izabelle and Arthur. I’m sure we will be 
needing ringers again next year – any volunteers? 

Steve Millington 

 

                                                   Rising Ringers 
 
Since the last Newsletter two meetings have taken place on Saturday 24th March at Birstall and 
Saturday 26th May at Gilmorton. A wide variety of methods were rung including Plain Bob and 
Cambridge Surprise Minor. This is also used as the youth team practice for the striking competition 
in July. After the meeting at Gilmorton we were very kindly invited back for a BBQ by John and 
Emma Davies. This was a great evening and the weather enabled us to sit out in the garden. Many 
thanks to John and Emma for putting on the food, it was lovely. 
 
The youth team also entered the Guild Striking competition on Saturday 28th April at Wanlip. A 
very creditable performance of plain Bob Doubles was achieved with a score of 42 faults. Well done 
Morgan, Lewis, Lydia, Vicky, Ben and Sydney. 
 
The rising ringers will be entering a team in this year’s Ringing World National Youth Competition 
in London. This is Saturday 7th July 2018. There will be a coach organised to transport the team and 
supporters. There will be plenty of seats so if you fancy a day out in London look out for the invite. 
 
 
                               LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD RINGING COURSE                   
 
 
This year’s course will take place 7th, 8th and 9th of September. Please look at the Guild website for  
application forms. This year’s course sees a change of venue to the Copy Oak Memorial Hall just off 
junction 22 of the M1,  
This offers the chance to camp or caravan behind the hall but facilities are limited to toilet blocks. 
Practical sessions will take place in towers around this area. It is envisaged that there will be 4 
practical sessions plus the possibility of ringing for Sunday service on Sunday morning. 
 
As the course is essentially not residential this year we have removed the catering element, course  
instructors will organise a pub lunch on Saturday. Saturday evening will have a Guild Social and 
buffet priced at £5.00 per person and we will block book a Sunday lunch for those who require it at 
Copt Oak on Sunday. 
 
It is planned to offer groups concentrating on :- 
First steps in plain hunt  
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Progressing from plain hunt 
Doubles 
Minor & Surprise Minor 
 
The minimum expectation is that you can handle a bell entirely by yourself, and that you have rung 
Rounds competently, safely and entirely unaided on different bells when you apply. 
All students should be able to ring up and down (not necessarily in peal). 
 
Mark Pendery 
 
                                                 
  

                                                       AROUND THE DISTRICTS 

Leicester :- 

The Leicester District enjoyed a Saturday morning meeting at Kirby Muxloe in April, thank you to 
the local ringers for hosting us. 
In May we had an evening meeting at the Cathedral, at least one district member rang on 12 for the 
first time. 
In June we had an afternoon ringing at Arnesby, Peatling Magna and Willoughby Waterleys. We 
were able to sit in the churchyard at Peatling Magna and enjoy the sunshine and the view to eat a 
picnic.  Something different for our calendar, everyone that went had an enjoyable afternoon and 
agreed that a similar afternoon should be included in a future calendar. 
We have managed 2 focus mornings, in April and May. Both were successful mornings with good 
progress made. Unfortunately the first Saturday in June proved to be a busy day so we didn’t 
manage a practice but July is available for anyone who would like a focus session. 
Our next meeting is at Aylestone on 4th July. 
 
Angela Preston 

 Loughborough District :- 

Loughborough District Outing 2018 
 
Our trip this year started off at Polesworth, for some the first visit for 30 years and a chance to ring on  
the 8 rather than 6.  We were a bit thin on the ground and after some coffee-based distractions we  
eventually got all 8 going with some call changes and Stedman Triples.  On to the glorious 8 at 
Kingsbury where we enjoyed some Yorkshire amongst other methods.  Next up was Nether Whitacre 
and great debate between rings about how best to knot the tenor rope to get it to an appropriate 
length. Lunch beckoned and a good meal was had at The Griffin in Shustoke. 
 
After lunch we wandered over the road to the local tower, described at the last district meeting by a  
previous Ringing Master as “one of the worst 6s I’ve ever been to”. The tuning was certainly different,  
being 2-7 of an 8, and calling the bells to Tittums and Queens did not produce the expected music.   
These were definitely bells with character, though we did manage some creditable Cambridge Minor.   
From there we went on to Ansley, an unusual church with an easy-going 6, where we rang a variety of  
methods from call changes to Norwich and Stedman. Finally we finished up at Chilvers Coton with  
some good (if somewhat warm) ringing on the 10 there. 
 
Thanks to all that came along and supported the outing, see you again next year! 
 
Izabelle Bimson 
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Market Harbough :- 
Market Harborough District Outing 
 
On a cool but sunny June Saturday, a dozen members of the Harborough District, plus a few regular 
visitors, headed south out of the District for our annual outing. We visited six towers; Cottesbrooke 
(8), Spratton (6), Church Brampton (5), Boughton (5), Pitsford (6) and Brixworth (6), providing 
some really nice bells and some challenges. A good variety of methods was rung, including St 
Botolph Doubles at St Botolph’s church (Church Brampton), and several people got the chance to 
try something new.  Visiting 5 bell towers often provides a “rustic” experience, so it was with some 
trepidation that we approached the two fives either side of lunch.  How wrong could we be – 
although most of Church Brampton bells were cast in the early 1600s, they sound pleasant, and were 
rehung at the millennium, so go really nicely.  But even these were eclipsed by Boughton – a lovely 
Taylor (1957) ring. Even better, the pub next door provided an excellent lunch. The day ended at 
the, slow turning six at Brixworth – not only a good ring to finish on, but also a wonderful Saxon 
church to look round.  It was good to see a few different people attending, including some 
youngsters, but more would be welcome.  Thanks to Fiona and Steve Millington for organising the 
day, and to the ringers and incumbents who welcomed us to their towers. 
 
AndrewYoung 

 

                                          BELL RINGING TALK AT HATHERN 

Andrew Young’s talk started off the Hathern Big Week which had the theme of 2018.  We were visited 
by Edward the II in 1318 when he came to sign a charter, but more importantly for the bells is that our  
oldest  (6th)  is 400 years old being cast in 1618 and still ringing. We also celebrated the end of WWI  
and the start of Women getting the Vote. 
 
Andrews talk was excellent covering the English Art of bellringing.  We were also able to display a view 
of The Hathern bells onto the main screen of the church where people who could not venture up the 
tower stairs could at least get a rare view of the bells in action. (We used this during a peal rung in the 
celebration by a really good band the following Sunday afternoon as part of our Open Gardens element 
of celebrations. Around 45 people attended and enjoyed a good evening. 
 
Tony Croft 
 
 

CAN YOU STRIKE BETTER THAN JAMIE VARDY? 

 
Last Saturday 18 ringers from around the Guild met at Thurcaston for a ringing Course with a 
difference – a Course focused on “Striking” where students don’t actually have to ring a bell! This 
group of people, ringers with widely different levels of experience, all had one thing in common – they 
were hoping to improve their ability to strike accurately while ringing. It is often said by the best ringers 
that they don't mind what they ring, as long as it is struck accurately. We were hoping to be initiated 
into the mysteries of exactly what that entails and how to achieve it. 
 
Ably led by Howell Williams, the morning began with a discussion of what we already understood as 
'good striking'. In addition to this, Howell explained how “striking issues” arise and how to deal with 
them e.g. the reason why the “Look To..” is so important; getting the initial pull-off 
handstroke+backstroke right - the “1st Round” and the subsequent Rounds; striking over bells that are 
much smaller/ bigger; how to deal with odd-struck bells; what is meant by ringing in whole-pulls with 
an 'open handstroke' and a “closed backstroke” and, most importantly, the need to maintain a regular 
and steady rhythm throughout the piece of ringing. After all, most people can maintain a steady beat 
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while listening to music – all we needed to do was to apply the same skill to ringing.  
 
The amount of serious concentration the group gave to this talk was impressive – no downtime while 
sitting on the tower bench waiting for your turn to ring. This was full-on! 
The next part of the day was, for me, the most crucial bit. Nobody can strike well without a clear idea 
of what it should – or shouldn't - sound like. Using a DVD of pre-prepared examples Howell led us 
through a selected series of structured listening exercises where we had to pick out the specific fault in 
a piece of ringing. Not as easy as it sounds especially when several bells might be involved. It also 
neatly introduced the mantra for the day – 'Ring with your ears, not your eyes.' Further videos of actual 
in-tower ringing showed students “the usual” poor-striking issues in an easy-to-see (and hear!) manner, 
followed by a video of the “corrected” good-striking approach. 
 
Howell finally relented during the last hour and let us into the tower to play with the bells. However, 
there was no chance to relax and not a touch of Plain Bob in sight. With a slightly nervous-looking 
band of the area's finest ringers to demonstrate what accurate ringing sounds like we were asked to pick 
a bell and stand behind the “expert” ringing it, to attempt to hear that bell/follow its course through a 
method or call changes by listening only and preferably without looking at the ropes. I think it's fair to 
say that most people found this very difficult and it made us realise how little notice we currently take 
of “my bell versus the rest” and how dependent we were on ropesight rather than using listening skills 
to place the bell accurately.  
 
So, more practice needed. Lots of it. As well as repeating the exercises whilst ringing at practice nights 
and using increased awareness of rhythm and spacing, individual practice on a simulator would be very 
helpful, as well as attending future courses intended to develop good listening. Watch this space! 
 
Heather Morris 
                                
                          RURAL GEMS CELEBRATION DAY AT BROOKSBY HALL 
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                                                        SNIPPETS 
 

RAY MARTIN – GREAT BOWDEN 

At the July 1st Morning Patronal Festival Service at Great Bowden a presentation was made to Ray 
Martin to mark his 60th year of ringing at Great Bowden. Congratulation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Social – Saturday July 21st ,   An Afternoon in Rutland 
 
13:30  Meet in Rutland Water Whitwell North Shore Car Park in front of the 

bike shop (LE15 8BL). 
13:45  Board the ‘Rutland Belle’ for a 45-minute cruise around Rutland Water. 

Cost is £8 per person if we get more than 12 people and £7.50 per 
person if we get more than 20 people. For more information go to: 
http://rutlandwatercruises.com/ 

15:30  to 16:30 Ringing at Oakham All Saints church, 8 bells (LE15 6AA). 
17:00  to 18:00 Ringing at Braunston- in-Rutland All Saints church, 6 bells 

(LE15 8QS). 
18:00  Meal at the Plough in Braunston-in-Rutland (LE15 8QT).  
 
Bookings for the Rutland Belle Cruise and / or meal at the Plough are needed 

in advance to reserve seats, please email 
pbrowntwyford@yahoo.co.uk or call / text Peter Brown on 0774 
813 5086 to book. Reservations are needed by 13th July please!  

 
You are welcome to come along to ring at the towers without reservations, 

please make a note of my mobile number (above) for the day and 
call me if you get lost or need help.  

 
Peter Brown, Melton District Secretary 

http://rutlandwatercruises.com/
mailto:pbrowntwyford@yahoo.co.uk
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