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LDG NEWS 
NEWSLETTER - THIRTY   THREE  /        SEPTEMBER  2016           /      www.leicesterldg.org 

 
 

EDITORIAL 
 
Well summer is over for another year. The Guild AGM will soon be upon us to be followed by the District 
AGM’s.  
 
You may feel that this particular record is wearing out but we make no apologies for reminding you the 
Guild members, that the Guild and its Districts rely totally on your contribution, be it physical support by 
attending meetings etc….. or playing a part in running of everything we do. 
 
If you ask yourself the question, ‘Is there anything I can do?’ the answer is a resounding ‘YES’.  
Please think about lending a hand and allowing your name to be put forward. It can be extremely rewarding 
and we can assure you that, in almost every case, ringing proficiency is unimportant. 
 
Another successful Guild ringing Course has been held. Congratulations and thanks to the organisers and all 
who participated.  
 
Please think about the next Course in 2017 and make a note in your diary. 
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NO LONGER WITH US 

 
 
Heather Ann Mann of Narborough sadly passed away on Tuesday 5th July 2016. 
 
Mavis Joy Burrows nee Whitehead died 15th August 2016  in Mandura, Western Australia. 
 
Joyce Haywood of Ratby sadly passed away on Thursday 15th September 2016. 
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BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 

 
July 
1st Prize   Nos  44  2nd Prize   Nos  104 3rd Prize   Nos  78    
August 
1st Prize   Nos  116  2nd Prize    Nos 36   3rd Prize   Nos  135 
September 
1st Prize   Nos  07  2nd Prize    Nos  159 3rd Prize    Nos  22     
   

SNIPPETS 

 
Saddington Practice :- As from August 1st 2016 there will no longer be a ringing practice at 
Saddington on Monday evenings, until further notice. 
Saddington ringers will join the ringing practice at Kibworth on Wednesday evenings, until further 
notice. 
 
Chris Carter Tel 0116 240 1848 
 
Tilton on the Hill :- due to work on the tower Tilton bells will be out of action until Christmas 2016. 
 
Donations to the BRF :- Mavis Whitehead has generously donated £500 to the BRF in memory of her 
sister Joy Burrows.  
 
 

YOUNG RINGERS 
 

Following discussions at the Recruitment and Education Committee meeting Stephen Aldridge has 
set up a group called `LDG Young Ringers’ which will be primarily aimed at getting the young ringers 
of the county ringing together more, and hopefully enabling us to enter a band at next year’s Ringing 
World National Youth Contest which will be held in Birmingham. Members of the band must be aged 
under 19 on the 31st August in the year of the contest, but nobody is too old to help out in one way 
or another! 
More information about the contest can be found at http://rwnyc.ringing world.co.uk 
If you are a young ringer, parent /guardian of a young ringer, or would like to be involved in 
supporting this venture,  please join the group and get involved. 
Group link:- https://www.facebook.com/groups/237565123304441/ 
 

OBITUARIES 
 

 WILLIAM ( BILL ) NEWTON 

  
Bill Newton learnt to ring in 1929 at Earl Shilton under the tutelage of the then tower captain Harry Webb. 
His older brother George was already a mainstay of the band and soon became tower captain. 
  
On 16th September 1933, Bill rang the 4th at Earl Shilton to 5088 Plain Bob Major. His first peal and rung 
entirely by Earl Shilton Sunday Service Ringers. 
  
In 1939, Bill married Phyllis and they lived together, mainly in Kirby Muxloe, until Phyllis’s death. 
Bill ran Thompson’s Toy Company in Leicester for 40 years and was a well-known figure to 
everyone in the community where he lived and to all in his Masonic Lodge, which he valued highly. 
  
Bill rang the tenor to my first Quarter Peal, also Bob Major, in 1978. He never failed to have a quiet word of 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/237565123304441/
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encouragement for you if something went awry. Good striking was always very important to him 
and heaven help Chris if the ropes were twisted! 
  
In 2006, for his 90th Birthday, Bill rang along with fellow nonagenarian Joe Lawrance in a Quarter of 
Grandsire 
Triples at Earl Shilton. This is commemorated by a Leicester Mercury article, hung on the Ringing Chamber 
wall. 
Bill continued to ring for Sunday service, practice night and in striking competitions for several more years 
until he physically no longer could. He was the oldest Leicester Guild member at the time of his death. 
  
He will be sadly missed but fondly remembered. 
 
Terry Astill 
 
 
MONICA JOY BURROWS 
 
 
 
Joy was born a Whitehead; her father and uncles being amongst the most talented ringers this county has 
produced, be it on hand or on tower bells. 
She was taught by her father, Ted, at All Saints, Leicester and progressed sufficiently quick to ring her 
first peal at the age of seven, Doubles at Loughborough Bell Foundry on 1st July 1950 in 2 hours and 25 
minutes. Joy rang the tenor on the front six of the ten. 
I have been told that, due to her lack of inches, she used to occasionally ring standing on a chair; different 
times indeed. 
Her uncle Len also rang in her first peal as did her surviving sister, Mavis, a former ringer at St. 
Margaret`s, Leicester and a long time member of Portsmouth Cathedral during and after her service with 
the Royal Navy. 
Joy was an unattached member of the Leicester DG until 1956 when she affiliated to All Saints, Leicester. 
No real change there as she had spent all her ringing career up to that time at All Saints. 
Sadly, at the age of fifteen, with a total of eight peals, Joy found other interests and faded from ringing. 
She eventually married and emigrated with her husband, Brian, to Australia where she spent the 
remainder of her life. Joy and her late husband had a son and daughter, both of whom live in different 
parts of Australia. 
Scroll on several decades and Christ`s Church, Mandjurah in West Australia had a ring of eight bells 
installed, not too dissimilar in size from All Saints, Leicester. The search for experienced ringers brought 
Joy back to the art and it took her little time to regain both her enthusiasm and her skill. Thereafter she 
enjoyed several years of ringing in Australia, during a tour to North America and during her regular visits 
back to Britain. 
She often commented that, on reflection, she regretted giving up ringing during her teenage years. Still 
there is little doubt that she is the youngest person to ring a peal for the Leicester DG, a record that may 
well stand the test of time. 
May she rest in Peace. 

 
Garry Mason 
 
 
HEATHER ANN  MANN 
 
Heather  Ann Mann – 19th March 1942 to 5th July 2016. 
It is with great sadness that I have to report the passing of Heather Mann, tower captain at Narborough All 
Saints. 
Heather was clearly proud of the heavy six at Narborough as she was often heard reminding people that they 
were the heaviest six in Leicestershire. She also prided herself at being one of only a few females able to ring 
our tenor and in her earlier ringing career she was also known to turn it in to minor methods. Heather was 
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particularly fond of heavy bells and ‘grabbed’ tenors at a good number of the 1000 or so towers where she 
had rung. 
Heather was an eager tower grabber and was always 
willing to accept a five minute warning for a grab 
somewhere in Northamptonshire, Warwickshire or 
Nottinghamshire even if it meant forcing down her tea 
with unnatural haste. Wherever we were headed off to 
would prompt two questions; ‘are they heavy?’ and ‘are 
they any good?’ Not sure why she worried about the 
weight of the bells as Heather always coped admirably 
with any bell. Of the towers she’d visited only 
Wheathampstead, Radlett and Enderby were frequently 
recalled as being particularly difficult. 
The dislike of Enderby probably had more to do with the 
methods rung rather than the go of the bells. Enderby had 
a particular passion of ringing Cambridge which was 
never popular with Heather, Her favourite methods being 
Grandsire Triples, Spliced Little and Plain Minor and 
Doubles. An ambition she had for the local band was to 
ring a quarter of Doubles composed of 10 methods. 
Heather ‘s liking for Grandsire stemmed from Aldenham, 
Hertfordshire – a 15cwt eight – where she was raised and 
taught to ring beginning in November 1956 – as this was 

the tower’s favourite method. 
Life took Heather to Western Australia, with her husband Tony Mann. Whilst in Australia Heather 
completed her first quarter of Plain Bob Major at St. George’s Cathedral in Perth on the 4th December 1966. 
A full peal of Plain Bob Minor followed on Saturday 15th April 1967, being the first Minor hand bell peal 
rung in Western Australia. Another often quoted hand bell peal, Plain Bob Minor, was completed on 
Wednesday 24th January 1968 as this was the first ladies’ peal in Australia and for A.N.Z.A.B. 
Heather spoke fondly of her ringing in Australia and often rang on the Swan Bells on her last visit to Perth, 
and she was seldom seen without wearing her A.N.Z.A.B. pin badge. 
A return to England followed and the ringing continued. Saturday 4th December 1971 was the date of 
Heather’s first tower bell peal, Plain Bob Minor, at Broughton Astley being the last tower bell peal on the 
bells before being augmented to eight. Her second and final tower bell peal was achieved on Saturday 23rd 
April 1977, Plain Bob Minor being rung by the local band to commemorate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 
Narborough is where Heather enjoyed ringing the most; they were her favourite bells and she prided herself 
at being almost always able to muster a Sunday service band. Service ringing was important to Heather and 
although she would take pride when the tower could muster a minor Sunday service band, she was equally 
happy ringing rounds and call changes, as long as there was ringing on a Sunday. 
Another favourite tower was Aylestone where Heather would always help at their Wednesday practices, the 
bells and the ringers company being particularly popular. Monday nights involved Cosby or Enderby ( where 
she was an occasional but most welcome visitor ), Narborough on Thursday and the odd tower grab on a 
Tuesday or Friday would complete Heather’s ringing week. 
Heather was always a polite visitor waiting to be asked to ring and not complaining about the standard of 
ringing or only being able to ring rounds with a developing local band. She was more than happy to be of 
assistance by ringing rounds or plain hunt for beginners. 
Heather was always pleased to see visitors to Narborough practice nights. Reciprocal arrangements had been 
brokered with Aylestone ringers to whom Heather was particularly indebted. Regulars from other local 
towers were also welcome visitors. 
Away from the usual diary of ringing Heather was particularly fond of ringing outings. Some of the earlier 
outings were the stuff of legend as the story of how the band had to sleep on the floor of the local church 
room was often retold. More lately a biannual appointment at Cold Ashby in Northamptonshire was cause 
for more discussion as ringers from Narborough, Aylestone and others tackled the cramped lightweight six. 
The Christmas service at Cold Ashby also was also a regular appointment for the Narborough hand bell 
band who would play tunes during the service. Heather enjoyed tunes on the hand bells and was happy 
playing four in hand whilst keeping the rest of the band in order. 
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Heather’s last ring was at Narborough practice night on 14th April. It was the sort of night Heather really 
enjoyed as the cramped ringing chamber was full, attendance can fluctuate but this night was busy. I think 
she counted 16 ringers. It must have been a wonderful night for Heather as Tower Captain as the ringing 
ranged from surprise, through spliced Plain and Little to Plain Hunt. It must have been a wonderful night for 
Heather as by pure coincidence all her ringing friends were there. 
The ringing at Narborough continues – Sunday’s service and practice nights on Thursday’s – it’s similar but 
different. The band often recalls things that Heather did or more likely said. Recollection of memories which 
Heather left us, are a fitting tribute from a group of ringers who loved her dearly. 
 
Paul Standley – Narborough All Saints ( ‘Heaviest six in Leicestershire ‘) 
 

 
THE CENTENARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME 

 
July 1st 2016 marked the 100th anniversary of the beginning of the Battle of the Somme. The number of 
casualties on the allied side is estimated to have been 1 million whilst there was a similar number of 
casualties on the German side. To mark this sad occasion in our history the following ringing took place 
within the Leicester Diocese :- 
Half muffled general ringing at Aylestone. 
1260 Grandsire Doubles at Oadby. 
1312 Plain Bob Major at Leicester Cathedral. 
1260 Mixed Doubles at Great Easton. 
1312 Chesterfield Surprise Major at Anstey. 
Full details of the quarter peals above can be viewed on either Campanophile or Bellboard. 
 
 

FIRST QUARTERS 
 
 
Wednesday 13th July 2016 in 49 (15-3-21) 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
 
1 Winifred Warwick 
2 Hendy Wickham-Pusey 
3 Zack D’Mello 
4 Elizabeth Wright 
5 Anthony R Mann © 
6 Samantha Baker 
7 Paul Standley 
8 William Steward 
Rung Half Muffled in loving memory of Heather Ann Mann, a regular and much loved visitor to 
Aylestone 
First quarter peal 3and 6. - 7,6,8 covering. 
 
 

 
CENTRAL COUNIL PRESIDENTS BLOG SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
School holidays may be over but September seems very much like summer at the moment.  
Whilst I did manage a short break in the Lake District, there were a few ringing items still occurring in 
July and August. 
 
Over 7th/8th July we held the annual Diocesan Bell Advisers Conference in Warwick, part of the Council’s 
work with Church Care.  Chris Pickford gave a comprehensive overview of bells in Warwickshire and 
Keith Chambers, adviser to Coventry Diocese, made an enthusiastic survey of work done and potential 
for the future, particularly making best use of old bells and installations. The sometimes emotive subject 
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of radio masts in towers was my own talk and Alan Frost illustrated the key points of recording bells and 
bell frames. Church Buildings Council updated their side with reference to new faculty rules which were 
introduced in January. Finally, Andrew Wilby and Simon Adams talked about current challenges for the 
bell founder before we dispersed for a tower tour. 
 
An official launch of the Heritage Open Day programme, headed by National Trust, took place in 
London on 18th July as a precursor to the September activities.  No doubt as you read this many will have 
been involved in organising open days and demonstration ringing at your own towers, this is a most 
important event which I hope will continue to get ringers’ support in future years. The following day I 
had two more meetings in London, one regarding Safeguarding upon which an update will be appearing 
in the Ringing World soon. The second was our regular joint meeting with Church Care and Heritage 
England on bell related matters. 
 
The Ringing World has not surprisingly been recording summer ringing tours and there was also an important 
article (pages 847-849) outlining opportunities for ringing at Universities. Anyone having young ringers going off 
to University should encourage their continued participation which could be of mutual benefit both to themselves 
and their University society.  I would not normally single out a ringing performance but the peal at St James, 
Garlickhythe, London (report page 820) was the first by a local band newly trained on the “Royal Jubilee bells” by 
Dickon Love and which included no less than four “firsts” – well done. 
You will have seen published the list of volunteers who have joined the Council Review Action Group 
(CRAG) and will be conducting an independent review of the Council’s activities. They will be contacting 
many organisations and individuals throughout ringing circles and I trust that you will give them support 
and assistance when requested. 
 
The fact that a review is taking place does not affect the ongoing work of the Council. We have just been 
involved in a number of radio interviews, myself covering 10 stations in 2 hours on Sunday 3rd 
September with PRO Kate Flavell taking a similar range. As always one is hostage to the questions and 
assumptions made by interviewers but the positive aspect of ringing were brought to the fore. 
Finally, the first of a series of Regional seminars is to be held at Southwark Cathedral on 1st October to 
which “home counties” societies have received invitations. The aim is to share experience and best 
practice in the way that ringing is run and highlight resources and new ideas available.  It is the intention 
to cover as many societies as possible at different centres in coming months. 
I hope you have all come back to ringing refreshed and with energy to do the best in your respective 
towers and societies, ringing only survives by what we do as individuals. 
 
Chris Mew,  September 2016 
 
 
 
 

THE BREW AND THE CLAY 
 

Casting in the Commonwealth: Establishing a New American Bellfoundry 
 

I think it is fair to say that when I was parted company with Taylors, I thought that I would never be 
actively involved in bell founding ever again. How wrong was I? Early July saw me flying out from 
Manchester (yes, it was raining!) bound for Richmond VA to meet up with Benjamin Sunderlin who has 
set up his own company, the B. A. Sunderlin Bellfoundry and was keen to have the benefit of my 
knowledge and experience to help him with the setup process. 
 
I first met Ben when he was visiting Loughborough during his studies at the Herron School of Art in 
Indianapolis. As part of his travel and research grant he visited a number of European bell foundries 
(more than I have ever managed having only seen Eijsbouts and Whitechapel) and spent some time at 
Taylor’s learning their loam moulding techniques and, knowing Roger and Bill, an interesting if misleading 
insight into the English. With the skills he had gained he returned to Herron and made the necessary 
tooling and gear to enable him to cast a small bell weighing about 112lbs. Upon graduation from Herron, 
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Ben enrolled in a master’s degree course at the University of Notre Dame where he further developed his 
skills and travelled more extensively round Europe. 
 
Our paths next crossed when in 2014 I was invited out to Indianapolis IN to show him the basic 
techniques and operation necessary for bell tuning – we used Ben’s 112lb bell as our guinea pig. After this 
visit we kept in email contact; Ben told me of his ambition and plans to buy a suitable premises in which 
to set up a foundry which came to fruition in 2015. We discussed dates for a visit and, having got the 
slight matter of his marriage to Kate out of the way, we agreed on the week in July. 
Ben’s premises are situated about a 40 minutes drive due north of Richmond. The building sits in a large 
plot well away from almost everybody so there is no danger of disturbing the neighbours. Behind the 
spacious foyer and offices is the foundry building itself which doesn’t lack space. I would think that the 
floor area is roughly equivalent to that of Taylors, but with a level floor and less leaks. Although there are 
still bits and pieces needed to complete the necessary tooling, the essentials are all there.  
 
In the photo above, to the right is the moulding area with sand mixing facilities and two strickle 
machines. At the far end is the casting area with two sizeable furnaces as well as a little one for smaller 

casts. To the left of these, out of shot, is a vertical borer – a.k.a tuning machine. The wooden enclosure 
has a welding, grinding and drilling area. Off the side of the photo to the left is a well-equipped 
woodworking shop. 
 
We spent some time talking through his processes and what further 
equipment he needs before turning our attention to preparing several 
moulds that were part finished so that we could cast them. Ben uses a 
traditional loam moulding technique which is very familiar to me although, 
unlike the English foundries, he uses a false bell/lost wax system (Loam is a 
mixture of clay sand, horse manure, hair and water). Our first job was to 
encase the moulds in resin bonded sand and steel rings to make up a case 
strong enough to withstand the pressure from the molten metal. Having 
done that we split the moulds to reveal the false bells which were then 
carefully broken off the cores. The inscriptions on the cases were examined 
and torched to remove any remaining wax and the surface of the cases 

blacked with graphite before closing the 
moulds and clamping them together ready for 
casting. In all we had four small bells and a 
22” diameter bell ready to cast.  
 
Whilst talking about the impending casts, we discussed the methods of 
degassing molten bell metal. Ben already had the commonly used nitrogen 
plunge, but was keen to try the more traditional use of a willow pole to 
achieve the same end. Not a problem finding a bit of willow you would 
have thought – in Loughborough it was just a question of nipping down to 
the canal and assisting British Waterways in keeping the tow paths clear. In 
Virginia however, willow isn’t so much indigenous as decorative. There’s 
plenty about but not in a situation that it was appropriate to cut a bit off. 
After a bit of scouting around the following morning, a suitably overgrown 
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tree was located and two vicarious groundsmen could be seen trimming a particularly untidy branch.  
And so to the cast. As is typical in Virginia in July the weather was hot – mid 30’s – and humid. Just right 
when you are dressed in heavy protective clothing and moving a ladle full of bell metal at 1,100 degrees 
centigrade. It wasn’t the most comfortable day, but we achieved three heats – the first two with a small 
100lb crucible to cast the four little bells in pairs and lastly the 500lb crucible (which we lifted with the 
portable gantry) to cast the big bell. The metal used was from an old broken bell. The willow pole did its 
stuff and made for good photography too.  
 
Having created this bit of Virginian history, there was little more we could do other than clean up a bit 
and recap on the day’s events over a cold beer or two. Fortunately on that front Virginia is particularly 
well blessed with craft breweries – there are literally hundreds of them in the state. In my week’s stay I 
never had the same beer, or even one similar, twice. Connoisseurs of English real ales will be aware of the 
diversity of brewery and beer names which are often clearly concocted after a session of product testing. 
I’m pleased to report that it is no different here, to mention but a few there 
are the Rusty Beaver Brewery, the Rock Bottom Brewery and the Centre of 
the Universe Brewery. 
 
The next day we broke out the bells from their moulds and, having fettled 
them a little bit, were well pleased with the results. The 22” bell was part of 
Ben’s project work at Notre Dame so he had gone to great lengths to put a 
lot of decoration on it which came out very crisp and clean. The little bells 
had all been cast with stumps to allow them to be tuned in the foundry’s 
horizontal lathe once turned up true. Two of the bells were cast to a thin 
scale and had good harmonic development allowing us to tune them to a 
five tone scheme, the other two were more carillon style bells – that is very 
thick scaled – and only really had the hum and tierce developed to any 
extent, which is usual for this style of bells – we tuned these to standard 
pitch as part of a future chime. To tune the Great Bell of Virginia (we think 
it is the largest cast in the state!) needed more preparation of the borer than we had time to accommodate, so 
that will have to wait for another time. All in all, the week was a considerable success with many practicalities 
being solved and plenty of ideas to be developed for the future. 
 
With the foundry business concluded we had some free time before my flight back to the UK. I had 
found out that there was a piano business very close to where Ben and Kate live so we paid them a visit. 
They were very welcoming and when I had explained that I was on 
a piano tuning and restoration course in England I was introduced 
to the owner and given the run of the shop to look at and play any 
of the pianos. They had an extensive range of instruments from 
different countries – I was interested to see a Kawai grand that uses 
entirely man made materials for the action parts. Their piece de 
resistance was a Steinway grand that had been discovered in a barn, 
minus a leg, most of the laminate peeling off and a colony of mice 
at home in it. Although it looked beyond repair, once it was 
stripped down it was found to be sound and with amazing skill and 
dedication they have restored it to pristine condition. The inlaid 
walnut case is the best I’ve ever seen. 
 
After a leisurely brunch on the final day, we paid a visit to the 
American Civil War Museum and White House in Richmond. My 
seriously limited knowledge of this conflict, mainly courtesy of 
John Wayne, has now been significantly improved! The journey 
home was uneventful but gave me chance to reflect on a 
memorable week and Ben and Kate’s splendid hospitality. 
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B. A. Sunderlin Bellfoundry 
22537 Colemans Mill Road 

Ruther Glen, VA 22546 
Sunderlinfoundry.com 

001.765.337.2256 
 
Andrew Higson 
 
 

ANDREW HIGSON 
Piano tuning and  
maintenance 
 
Based in  
Cotgrave 
Notts. 
 
Contact: 
Mob: 07710 516042 
Home: 0115 989 4253 
enquiries@exaudite.co.uk 
@exaudite   

 
Also:  

Servicing and advice on church bells, clocks and pipe organs. 
 

 
 

RISING RINGERS 
 
Since the last Newsletter one meeting has taken place on Saturday 23rd July 2016 at Sapcote. A wide 
variety of methods were rung including Plain Bob, Cambridge Surprise Minor and Plain Hunt.  
The next meetings are as follows: 
Saturday 24th September 2016 
Saturday 26th November 2016 
 
Both meetings will be at Sapcote, confirmation nearer the time. 
 
Mark Pendery 
 
 

PROGRESSING RINGERS 
 

October’s Progressing Ringers was split between Ashby Folville and Gaddesby and was very well 
attended by both familiar faces and new. Thanks to Maurice and Kathryn who made us welcome and 
joined us at Gaddesby. Methods rung included a plentiful helping of Plain Bob, (Doubles and Minor) 
ranging through Stedman Triples and Cambridge Minor and culminating in the heady heights of Bristol 
Major. Some of those who had been there and done that many times over contented themselves with a 
cup of tea, homemade cake and a chat with old friends.  
Various email addresses have been added to the lists- if you don’t receive emails regarding this monthly 
event and would like to, please contact me at this address: heathermorris1954@talktalk.net 
 
 
 

http://sunderlinfoundry.com/
mailto:enquiries@exaudite.co.uk
mailto:heathermorris1954@talktalk.net
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LEICESTER GUILD RINGING COURSE 2016 

 
Following the success of the re-establishment of the LDG ringing course in 2014 the 2016 course took 
place from Friday 9th to Sunday 11th September. This was again at Ullesthorpe Scout campsite near 
Lutterworth. The courses on offer were first steps in Plain Hunt, Doubles (2 groups), Plain Minor, 
Surprise Minor and Stedman/Surprise Major. 28 students attended allocating 4 to 6 per group ensured 
that plenty of practical rope time was achieved. Significant progress was made across all the groups. A big 
thank you must go to the tutors Paul Atkins, Sally Brown, Graham Haywood, Andrew Young, Stephen 
Aldridge (first LDG course as tutor) and Mark Pendery for their efforts throughout the weekend. Also 
the dumb bell simulator was erected at the campsite and proved to be a very popular activity as students 
and helpers improved their ringing and listening skills. 
 
In addition to the ringing a very important part of the weekend is the food and socialising. We have a 
superb cook, Ruth Jackson, who cooked excellent Breakfast and Dinner for us. Saturday night, the main 
social evening, saw an excellent quiz was organised by Bev Jarrom, one of the helpers this year (previously 
a student). It was very close at the top of the leader board with only a few points between the teams. A 
team consisting of Brenda & Nicholas Parr and Carol & Stephen Franklin (the LDG’s equivalent to the 
eggs heads!!) came out as victors for the second year running! A very respectable quarter peal of Kent 
Major was also scored by people deemed ‘not clever enough to take part in the quiz’. The evening was 
rounded off by the majority of the people staying on site playing the card game, ‘Cards Against 
Humanity’. For the less initiated, this game is far from PC but did cause much hilarity! 
 
I would like to thank Peter Brown (Course Administrator) and Nicky Carling (Helpers coordinator) for 
their fantastic organisation of the course and Mick Angrave for the domestic organisation of the Towers 
and bunkhouse facility. I would also like to thank and wish all the very best to Gemma Wormleighton 
who has attended the course as a student and this year as a helper as she goes off to University at Lincoln. 

 – Recruitment & Education Committee 
  
 

 
Stephen Aldridge and Graham Haywood being taught how to ring handbells by Ian. 
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 Group D – Minor. L-R Cara, Helen, Chris, Stephen, Joanne, Mark (Tutor), Yoyo and Zach (Helper) 

 
    
 
Handbell Quarter Peal Band
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 Can you put a caption to this picture?

Lianne Brookes Group E  
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Surprise Minor Cards Against Humanity                  
 

  
Lovely food supplied by Ruth Jackson 
 
Mark Pendery 
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LDG ROPE STORE 

 
Many thanks to everyone who has contributed spare ropes to the LDG Rope Store – I have around 20 
used ropes for re-use and thanks to Nicholas and myself we have started a fund to buy new top ends 
or whatever to repair them. 
The plan is to inspect and catalogue these ropes and publish what is available on the Guild website, if 
anyone from the Guild needs one of the ropes before then just contact me on 0774 813 5086 and I’ll 
try to find a suitable one for you (a small contribution to the rope repair fund would be appreciated.) 
If you have any spare ropes that you would  like to donate to the store please let me know and I’ll be 
happy to arrange collection. 
 
Can you splice ropes? 
I’d like to create a list of people who would be willing to splice ropes for the Guild in the event of 
that being a solution to a broken rope instead of replacement. Contact me on 0774 813 5085 to sign 
up. 
 
Would you like to learn to splice ropes? 
If so let me know. If there is enough interest I’ll get a course organised. 
 
Peter Brown 
 

AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
 

Hinckley ;- 
The Hinckley District chose not to meet in July and August, two months when holidays tend to 
disrupt the normal pattern of people’s lives. Many members were involved with the Ringing Course 
and then the September meeting was our annual striking competition. Unfortunately this was not as 
well attended as in the past with some members still away on holiday. However three teams 
assembled at Leire to compete. Of the three teams, one was made up of members from Sapcote and 
Stoke Golding so did not meet the criteria of the rules. However with 41 faults this team was judged 
to be second with Earl Shilton only one fault behind. Sharnford were judged the winners, regaining 
the shield for the second year with only 34 faults. Our thanks go to Graham Hayward for his usual 
excellence in judging the competition. 
 
Michael Angrave, District Chairman 
 
Leicester :- 
The Leicester District holds Focus practices on the first Saturday morning of each month, usually at 
St. Margaret’s. Over the last few months attendances have dropped off and we would like to try to 
attract more people to attend. This month and next (October 1st and November 5th) we will be 
focusing on Stedman. Please let me know if you would be interesting in attending so that I have an 
idea of numbers. It is not just for learning to ring Stedman but also touches and to have a go at 
conducting too. 
leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk 
 
Angela Preston 
 
Loughborough:- 
The Loughborough District has held recent practices at Measham and Copt Oak, both very well attended 
and it has been great to see some new faces.  Some of the learners from Ashby came to Measham and 

mailto:leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk
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successfully rang rounds and call changes away from their home tower for the first time, a great 
achievement and we hope we’ll see you again soon. 
Our chairman has been organising some quarter peals to help ringers progress, and in the last couple of 
months we’ve had firsts on the treble and inside with some good striking.  More to come, watch this 
space. 
We held a training morning at Ashby on the 17th September, focussing on Plain Bob on any number 
(Doubles up to Royal) and a concurrent introduction to method ringing on handbells at the other end of 
the church.  We had an enjoyable morning and the learners in both sessions grew in confidence and made 
great progress.  Many thanks to everyone that came out to help and to Graham Hayward for running the 
handbell session, we couldn’t have held the event without you all. 

 
Izabelle Bimson 
 
Market Harborough :- Market Harborough District Striking Contest: “StrikeFest” 
….. a few nerves, a lot of concentration and the Great Fire of London! 
This year’s “StrikeFest” was held at Lubenham.  All the ringers, both experienced and less so, appreciated 
these lovely little bells, and some excellent ringing was achieved during the morning.  The ”StrikeFest” 
formula has been used very successfully over the last few years.  Just to remind you, bands representing 
individual towers (complying to the long-standing rules) compete for the main trophy, but other bands 
are made up from anyone else who turns up – it has been described as “A District Practice with a judge”.  
On the day, there were only two tower bands, representing Gilmorton and Oadby, but we were able to 
make up another six bands from the ringers attending, with most people ringing in two or three bands.  
The competition was expertly judged by Garry and Sue Mason, to whom we offer our great thanks: not 
only did they put the bands in order, but they also provided some useful and constructive comments.  All 
the bands produced some excellent ringing, with the main difference being in the consistency across the 
test piece.   
1st (ringing 6th) Mixed band Grandsire Doubles 87.5% 
2nd (ringing 2nd) Oadby  Call Changes  77.5% 
3rd (ringing 1st) Gilmorton Plain Bob Doubles 74.2% 
4th (ringing 3rd) Mixed band Plain Bob Minor  65.9% 
5th (ringing 8th) Mixed band Call Changes  65.0% 
6th (ringing 5th) Mixed band Stedman Doubles 62.5% 
7th (ringing 4th) Mixed band Plain Bob Doubles 55.0% 
8th (ringing 7th) Mixed band London S Minor  Unmarked 
We must not overlook the social side, either.  There was plenty of time to chat over copious cups of tea 
and coffee (and excellent cakes!) provided by Lubenham ringers, Claire and Diana. Congratulations to 
Steff, Claire, Amy, Terry, Diana and Arthur, who comprised the winning band.  Also congratulations to 
the Oadby band, two of whom were ringing in only their second striking contest, and to the Gilmorton 
band, ringing for the first time, and with two members of the band ringing in the competition for the first 
time.  They came in a very close second for the tower trophy, and third overall, and were awarded the 
Improvers’ Trophy.  All together twenty ringers took part, several of them ringing in a competition for 
the first time (including one member of the winning band). Finally, special mention to the band ringing 
London, who produced some top quality ringing – never an easy method to settle straight down to – until 
the Great Fire (out) occurred! 

 
Diane Young 
 
Melton :- 
Recent Melton District meetings have been well attended at Ashby Folville (8) in July, Twyford (6) in 
August and Bottesford (8) in September, the recent initiative of ringing 8 bell quarters and 8 bell 
practice nights have increased the repertoire of the District for the 8 bell towers and we often ring 
touches of triples and major methods …. Next step Surprise Major (it happened at Bottesford!) 
The LDG Rope Store is to be located at Twyford – there is room in the clock chamber there to store 
the ropes in a secure / dry / squirrel free environment. 
Karin Thomas from Ab Kettleby joined the Guild in August – welcome aboard Karin. 
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5 of our members attended the Guild ringing course, feedback has been good on that and we will be 
continuing to build their skills at their local tower practice sessions. 
The next meetings are at Asfordby (Oct), Melton (Nov) and Long Clawson (Dec), details on the 
website, all are welcome. 
 
Peter Brown 
 

CHILDREN’S HEART CENTRE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

 
In October 2013 one of our twins, Annabelle was born with a congenital heart defect. From diagnosis 
during pregnancy both she and us as a family have received excellent care at the Children’s Heart 
Unit at Glenfield Hospital. She has had four surgeries so far and spent nearly 18 weeks in hospital 
over the last 3 years. She will require more surgery in the future, she will always require care from 
Cardiology. In July, NHS England announced its intention to decommission the Children’s Heart 
Centre at Glenfield. This will have a devastating impact on so many families from across the East 
Midlands and beyond. Glenfield looks after children from all over the country, Europe and the World 
at times. It will also have a knock on effect to other services at the other Leicester Hospitals. The last 
decision was found to be flawed and overturned so a petition has been set up to ask for a review 
into how the decision has been made this time. 
 
Please could you consider signing the petition. http://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/160455 
 
Congenital Heart Disease is the most common form of birth defect, affecting nearly 9 in 1000 births. 
 
 

 
 
ANGELA PRESTON 

http://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/160455
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 

The Guild has had some considerable air time on BBC Radio Leicester over the past few weeks. I was 
able to take Gemma Wormleighton and Lewis Benfield to the studio on 04.09.16 for a live interview with 
Graham Wright. This was based on the lack of young people learning to ring. It was followed by an 
interview with Chris Mew. It is available on BBC i player, Graham Wright show. Fast forward 1:9.07. 
Several recorded snippets went out with the news during the rest of the day. Graham then went to 
Belgrave and recorded some folk at the Ringing Course. The first part went out on 11.9.16. Fast forward 
1:09.48,  followed with more at 1.22.21. The final part of the recording went out on 18.09.16. Fast 
forward 1:25.25. We also had the final clue of the Clueless programme on 18.09.16 when both Monica 
Winfield and Adey Dayman rang the 4th at Belgrave to find the treasure fluttering to the floor from the 
room above. Clueless, 18.09.16, Fast Forward 2:47.49. There is also a live clip at 
http://www.facebook.com/bbcclueless/?frer=ts See Carol Franklin, the Guild radio star! 
 
Michael Angrave, Public Relations Officer 
 

BELLS COMMITTEE 
 

When members of the Bells committee visited the church at Freeby a few years ago we were greeted with 
the sight of a church, literally in the first stages of collapse. It would have been a brave man to predict 
anything other than eventual demolition. Move on to 2016 and the building has been stabilised and , 
where necessary, rebuilt. 
 
Freeby church was the subject of a recent item on BBC East Midlands News and the transformation is 
just amazing. The church is now in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust. The tower contains 
three bells which are currently unringable; the Trust has this situation very much in mind but lack of 
funds will prevent any immediate work or remedy. 
 
Our members have been out and about, particularly during the warmer months with specific visits to 
Hugglescote, Coalville, Ab Kettleby, Asfordby, Burbage and Barwell.  
 
Peter Brown has been busy working on the three bells at Owston and , as I write, it is now possible to 
safely chime the treble. Much still to be done and , very much, a work in progress. 
 
There are several bell projects in the pipeline; some will come to fruition whilst others may be delayed or 
suspended for a variety of reasons, usually money or lack of it. 
 
The future of the Grade 1 listed church at Belgrave is still shrouded in uncertainty. However the Guild 
has been requested to ring for various occasions and events and the eight bells were put to good use 
during the recent Guild Ringing Course. 
 
Most of what we do would be impossible without the valuable contribution of the Bells Committee 
members and my thanks go to them. 
 
Garry Mason 
 

WORTHINGTON SHIELD  
 
This year’s Worthington Shield took place on Saturday 2th September 2016 at Beeston neat Nottingham. 
The draw was:-  
1 ;- Beeston,  
2 :- Leicester 
3 :- Derby 

 
Results :- 1st……… .Derby with 78% 
            2nd……… Beeston with 56.5% 
                3rd ……… Leicester with 54.5% 

 
Congratulations to all those who participated. 
Stephen Aldridge 

http://www.facebook.com/bbcclueless/?frer=ts

