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             LDG NEWS 
 

NEWSLETTER - THIRTY  SIX   /        JULY  2017           /      www.leicesterldg.org 
 
 

     EDITORIAL 
 
A current theme in recent newsletters has been writing about Leicester DG members who are no longer 
with us. Such is the case in this edition and our Guild has lost some real stalwarts to whom we should be 
grateful for their contribution to ringing over many years. May they all rest in Peace. 
 
Congratulations to our young ringers who recently took part in a competition in Birmingham. We have 
some really talented youngsters in this Guild and they are a credit to ringing. 
 
It is that time of the year when we draw your attention to the Guild Ringing Course. The organisers need 
more students and helpers over the course weekend. Please give it some thought. If you wish to attend as a 
student you have just over a couple of weeks to register. If you are thinking about helping please 
remember that one session is better than none. Please contact the organisers, details of whom appear on 
subsequent pages, and make their job a little easier. 
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NO LONGER WITH US 
 
 
Peter F. Pawley of Thurnby, sadly passed away 31st March 2017  
 
Alison Jacques sadly passed away on 1st April 2017. 
 
Ella Johnson of Leicester Cathedral, sadly passed away on Tuesday 18th April 2017 
 
Robert C Graves, former Guild President sadly passed away on Tuesday 16th May 2017. 
 
Kathleen M Brown of Sapcote, sadly passed away on 19th June 2017. 
 
David Manship of St Catherine’s, Burbage,  passed away 22nd June 2017 aged 78 years. 
 

 
 
 

 SNIPPETS 
 
 

Congratulations to Lewis D. Benfield who rang his first peal at the first attempt on Sunday 4th June 
2017. 
Ratby ringer Lewis rang the treble to 5056 Cambridge Surprise Major at his home tower 
 
 
 

BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 
 

April 
1st Prize   Nos 98  2nd Prize   Nos  158 3rd Prize   Nos   68 
May 
1st Prize  Nos 172  2nd Prize    Nos 154 3rd Prize   Nos  155 
June 
1st Prize   Nos 139  2nd Prize    Nos 92 3RD Prize   Nos  95 
 
 
        ALL SAINTS – John Bennet 
 
The walk down High Street is calm, indeed so calm on a Sunday morning at the junction of 
Freeschool Lane one can hear the bells of three towers. From down the Highcross comes the 
staccato sound of the medieval bells of All Saints, and in the direction of the Southgates, trills of 
beautifully struck Stedman Cinques or Surprise Maximus, while intermittently on the wind, the 
sonorous tones of St Margarets. Regrettably those days of Autumn, 1946, have gone forever but 
let us return for a while for a look at All Saints, my memories of those days. 
A group of us, young girls and lads from Valence Road, Braunstone, a council estate, had begun 
visiting All Saints on a regular basis. The five bells were out of the tower and stood on the floor of 
the church in a line adjacent to the west door. I recall we used to put pennies through the tenor 
staple hole, our small contributions to the restoration fund. I believe the bells had been stored 
like this since 1935 – can one imagine this being done nowadays? The church had no modern 
heating, warmth being supplied, sometimes with an added haze of smoke, by five slow 
combustion coke burning stoves, of which only three were used, one by the west door, a second 
by the tower arch and a third in the chancel, hopefully to warm the toes of the choir. After 
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evening service, we used to warm our hands by the west door stove, parts of it glowing red hot – 
a situation which would never be accepted today – we might get burnt.  
 
The Cattell family were prominent at All Saints, with Arthur (Alan’s Dad) church warden, tower 
captain and chorister, Uncle Charlie ( Charles V. Cattell ) bell ringer and chorister, and the third 
brother, Uncle Ernest, organist and choir master. Three of we youngsters, Jean and John Ward 
and myself were taught to ring by this family – notably by Alan, when the bells were restored in 
early 1946. Apart from the new treble, their tone was not good, but this deficiency was amply 
compensated by the ease of ringing and good acoustics in the ringing room. We commenced 
learning in the Spring of 1946 and by October rang our first peal, Grandsire Doubles. With Alan 
calling 42 different six scores we completed the peal in 2 hours and forty minutes – I rang the 
fourth bell, the peal being in honour of the King and Queen’s visit to Leicester. Some of my early 
peals were conducted by Walter P. Whitehead, a clever ringer and character to boot. His niece 
Mavis, who I well remember riding pillion on her dad’s Norton motorcycle, rang in some of these 
peals as did J. W. Frank Trotman, John A. L (Jack ) Thompson, Margaret Beamish and , of course, 
Ernest Morris. One of these, Bristol Surprise at Claybrooke remains in memory – January 1st, 1949, 
when Alan and I went by train to Ullesthorpe, then walked the remainder. I rang the treble as I 
hadn’t then learnt the method. With Jack Thompson on the tenor and Walter conducting from 
number six, it was a beautifully struck peal on those lovely bells. 
 
I cannot leave this without mentioning 67, Hinckley Road, Alan’s home, where on Sunday 
evenings we always congregated, Mrs Cattell providing us with tea and sandwiches. Heaven 
knows how she managed this – do not forget that we were rationed. Suffice it to say, we were 
always entertained, something to eat and a good old sing song – simple entertainment but so 
enjoyable. The occasional ‘social’ was held in the Vine Street School, a Victorian red brick building 
standing alone in a totally cleared area, itself soon to feel the demolition ball. Again, musical 
chairs, some dancing (Arthur Cattell taught me some basic steps of the quick step – he was a good 
ball room dancer ). They were enjoyable times. However, nothing is static and change was round 
the corner. I began to grow away from All Saints in early 1949 when I joined the youth fellowship 
at Anstey – very strong in those days. I began ringing there with Redvers Elkington’s band, for 
evening service and afterwards the fellowship meeting where I met my first love – but that is 
another story and at that age, when one door closes another beckons. 
 
John Bennett 
 

 
AROUND THE DISTRICTS 

 
Leicester :- 
 
"The Leicester District has continued to hold midweek meetings, although numbers had been low for a 
couple of months we saw lots of people at Aylestone in June. Our August meeting is at Countesthorpe on 
31st July and September is at St Mary De Castro on 4th September. 
The District Focus practice on the first Saturday mornings have been switched to a quarter peal morning 
for a few months to try something a bit different. We are aiming to ring 2 quarter peals in the morning to 
help consolidate methods. If you are or know someone who is trying to polish something that may only 
be rung once at practice night or would like to revise something that hasn't been rung for a while, try 
something completely new or want to ring a "first in method" or any other reason then please get in 
touch with us" 
 
Angela Preston 
 
Loughborough :- 
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Loughborough District Outing 17th June 2017  
Not only was it the Queens official birthday and Trooping of the Colour on June 17th, it was also the 
day of the Loughborough District annual summer outing, to Rutland, organised so beautifully by 
Izabelle and Richard Bimson 
The day started in Langham, with a very heavy six for so early in the morning, with tricky steps up to 
the ringing room, and not much space at all when twenty of us had landed! However, we all had a 
good ring, and then spread out into the glorious sunshine. 
On to the next tower (a ground floor five at Market Overton) where a very nice touch of Stedman was 
achieved, plus all the usual methods for mixed abilities. 
The last tower before lunch, was a ground floor six at Greetham, where a distraction of cups of coffee, 
biscuits and newspapers were on offer (not just for our benefit, I hasten to add) but quite a few of us 
did take advantage. 
Lunch was pre-booked at the Plough, a very dog friendly, child friendly and bell ringer friendly country 
pub in Greetham, with excellent food and beer. A good meal was had by all, and I think everyone was 
too full for puddings and coffee. 
So on to Cottesmore, a very nice balcony ring of six, with a tricky trapdoor, but a very nice striped 
carpet!! Single Oxford, Bob Minor, a Surprise Method, plus rounds and call changes were enjoyed by 
all, everyone feeling relaxed after lunch. 
The only eight bell tower of the day was Oakham, and well worth waiting for. Rounds and call 
changes, plain hunt and Bob Major were rung, and then the experts of the group rang a touch of eight 
spliced, giving the rest of us a real treat, and something to aspire to. 
The last tower of the day was Braunston, another ground floor six, very cosy in the winter, but 
unfortunately the church has BATS and the odour was rather obvious, ugh! Such a shame as it is a 
lovely little church and a lot of cleaning up has to be done before each and every service. 
Anyway, all ringing finished, and it was time for a group photograph. Everyone seemed to be in pretty 
summer clothes (even the men) so it made for a very colourful photo shoot. 
As luck would have it, there was a very nice pub across the road from the church (the Blue Ball I 
think) with a patio area to accommodate us all. Jugs of Pimms and pints of cold beer were the order of 
the day, and thanks in the usual way were given to Izabelle and Richard for organising such wonderful 
weather, good food, excellent company and of course good ringing. 
Here’s looking forward to the next one. Thanks Izabelle and Richard, and good luck in your new 
home. 
 
Valerie Baxter 
 
Market Harborough :- 
 
This year’s District outing went to the Leicestershire/Nottinghamshire border.  The morning was 
over the border, visiting the nice little 6s at East Leake and Rempstone, and the chunky 8 at Stamford 
on Soar.  A superb, if somewhat tardy lunch at the Windmill in Wymeswold, was followed by ringing 
up the road on the village’s pleasant ring of 6.  We then moved on to the recently (well relatively) 
refurbished 8 in the delightful parkland at Prestwold.  Finally, the most challenging ring of the day at 
Walton-le-Wolds: nothing wrong with the bells, but it was challenging reconfiguring the clockcase to 
enable the bells to be rung, and the small ringing chamber got very hot!  A nice variety of methods was 
rung, from call-changes, through to surprise, including several goes at the special methods for the day 
– York Surprise Minor and Twineham Doubles – and we generally achieved a good standard of 
ringing.  All in all a very enjoyable day out – enormous thanks to Steve Millington for his superb 
organisation, and of course to the ringers and clergy at the towers we visited, for welcoming us to their 
towers. 
 
Oadby 
In April, Jo Green scored her first quarter of minor, trebling to Plain Bob at Oadby for St George’s 
Day – triples next!!  In addition, by ringing a quarter of Stamford Surprise Minor at Caldecott 
(Rutland), Andrew and Diana Young completed quarter peals of the 41 regular surprise minor 
methods – it has only taken about 30 years!!  A quarter peal of Carlisle Surprise Minor at Lubenham, 
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rung for their Open Gardens Day, was Sam Hartley’s first in the method, and was the 50th together 
for Steve Millington, Andrew Young and Diana Young – here’s to the next 50. 
John and Mary Hill celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary in June, and the event was 
marked by a number of celebrations, including a quarter peal.   
On Saturday 24th June, at St Peter’s Oadby,  
A quarter peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire Triples was rung in 43 minutes.   
1 – Steve Millington 2 – Amy Cook 3 – Jane Farrelly 4 – Diana Young;  
5 – Sam Hartley      6 – Andrew Young (c) 7 – Roland Cook 8 – Paul Atkins 
Rung to celebrate the Diamond Wedding Anniversary of John & Mary Hill, ringers at Oadby, and 
Diana’s parents. 
Two firsts (and a first as conductor):  Congratulations to Kate and Will, two of our student ringers, 
who graduated this year (both with first class honours).  Both have supported ringing at Oadby, 
including Sunday service ringing, and District events, and have become very much part of our band.  
Kate is moving on to pastures new (although as yet uncertain where), while Will is staying in Leicester 
to study for a Masters degree.   A band of past and present students and staff from the University rang 
a quarter peal (Will’s first as conductor), after which we met up with other Oadby ringers for a 
celebratory meal at the local Turkish restaurant.  It was nice to give them a good send off, and we wish 
them both all the best for the future, and thank them for their support. 
On Wednesday 14th June, at St Denys, Evington, 
A quarter peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Minor was rung in 42 minutes. 
1- Diana Young 2 – Jane Salt 3 – Kate Hollins 
4 – Sam Hartley 5 – Will Johnson (c)  6 – Andrew Young 
First quarter as conductor.  Rung by past and present students and staff of University of Leicester as a 
graduation compliment to Kate and Will. 
 
Melton 
The May meeting for Melton District was combined with the LDG ramble, this meant that there was a 
big turn out for ringing at Wymondham (some still soggy from walking through the fields !).   
June's meeting was our annual 'out of district' meeting which combined a visit to the RIII exhibition and a 
ring at Leicester Cathedral. This was well attended with 16 people doing the tour and then lots more for 
the ringing. Our thanks to the Cathedral ringers and others who joined us to help ring the 12 bells ......we 
don't get much practice at that in the Melton District.  
John Adcock is running 8 bell practices at Hickling on the first Thursday of the month , if anyone is 
interested but does not get the emails about this let either John or Pete Brown know and we will get you 
onto the distribution  list.  
 
Peter Brown 
 

 FIRST QUARTER PEALS 
 
LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD 
Hugglescote, Leicestershire 
St John the Baptist 
Friday 17th March 2017 in 43m (16-1.4) 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
 
1 Hazel Gooch 
2 Mary Lorimer 
3 Belinda Chantler 
4 Richard Chantler 
5 Chris Gooch © 
6 Trevor Brown 
First Quarter Peal – Tenor 
Rung in celebration of the Tenor ringer’s Granddaughter’s first birthday   
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LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD    
Shawell, Leicestershire 
All Saints 
Monday 1st May 2017 in 43 m ( 8.2.22 ) 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles   
 
1  Keira Boylan 
2 Mark Boylan © 
3 Jenny Ace 
4 Nicky Carling 
5           Dave Carling 
6           Garry Mason 
 
First Quarter Peal – Treble 
 
LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD 
Enderby, Leicestershire 
St. John the Baptist 
Monday 5th June 2017 in 40 minutes  
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
1 Samatha Baker 
2 Elizabeth Wright 
3 Jane Boyd 
4 Michael Pickering 
5 Philip Staples © 
6 Paul Standley 
First Quarter - Treble  
 

A LIFE TIME OF RINGING – WINIFRED M. WARWICK  
 
Winifred Warwick, nee Burton, is the daughter of the late Shirley Burton 
She began her ringing in 1948 when she was taught to handle a bell by her father on the flat 6th at the 
Cathedral. 
Shirley considered that Winifred would have little chance of learning the basics of ringing at the 
Cathedral at that time and introduced her to Fred Wilson at Aylestone. She began to attend their 
Wednesday evening practice and also rang there for the two Sunday Services during the war 1948/49. 
Her father took Winifred to Saturday meetings most weekends in both Leicestershire and our 
neighbouring county of Northamptonshire where Shirley was well known. 
At this time she also began to attend Friday night practice at St. Margarets, Leicester and, due to the 
timing of the Aylestone Sunday Service, she was able to attend St. Margarets for Sunday ringing. 
By 1950 her ringing repertoire had extended to Grandsire and Stedman Caters and Plain Bob Royal. 
She had also begun to attend Thursday night practice at the Cathedral. 
Her peal ringing began on 28th April 1950 when she rang the 3rd at Gilmorton to a peal of Stedman 
Triples, conducted by H. J. Poole. 
1950 also saw Winifred becoming a full time Sunday Service ringer at the Cathedral, culminating with 
her graduation to more advanced ringing on Sunday evenings. 
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Her first peals of Surprise Maximus followed and in 1953 she reached her 100th peal when she rang 
Bristol Surprise Major, also at Gilmorton. 
In 1955 Winifred married her husband, Brian, and they transferred their ringing to South Wigston 
where she still rings over 60 years later. 
Winifred has rung 2801 peals, two as conductor and including 92 handbell peals. 
2587 of those peals have been rung for the Leicester Diocesan Guild. She rang 2392 peals with her late 
husband, Brian, ,and 48 with her father. 
Winifred has supported the Guild and its work throughout her ringing life. She was Guild Treasurer 
during 1963 and 1964 and , in common with her father, represented the Leicester Diocesan Guild on 
the Central Council for a number of years. 
Despite recent health problems Winifred has continued to pass on her vast ringing experience, be it on 
a practice night at Aylestone or South Wigston or a Leicester District meeting. Long may she continue. 
 
 
       THE TEWKESBURY SHIELD COMPETITION BAND 
 
 

 
 
RINGING IN THE HIGH FRAMLAND BENEFICE  
 

The High Framland Benefice is situated in the rolling countryside of East Leicestershire above the Vale of 
Belvoir. The towers are Branston (6) , Croxton Kerrial (6), Harston (5), Knipton (3) , Saltby ( 10) and 
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Sproxton (8).  

Branston had a ring of three up until 1992 when two of the bells were moved to Saltby and the other 
retained as a service bell. The present ring came from Norton Canes in 1995 , were retuned and one 
recast by Taylors. The bells are most enjoyable to ring and local bands enjoy ringing good quarter peals 
on them. The ringing chamber nestles at the back of the church behind an impressive organ loft.  

Croxton Kerrial was the only tower where bells could be rung full circle until the early eighties. Croxton is 
the only upstairs ring in the benefice. After climbing the stairs you go down a ladder into the ringing 
chamber which has a clock case between the second and third ropes. Croxton bells are loud in the ringing 
chamber and can be a challenge to strike properly . The oldest bell in the tower is the fourth cast in 1529 
by Richard II Seliok.  

Harston church is the smallest in our group and is tucked away on the edge of the village away from the 
road with stunning views to Belvoir woods. The tower contains a light ring of five that go very well for 
their weight. The bells have spring steel stays and are rung from a tiny ringing chamber at the rear of the 
church.  

Knipton has an unringable three. Croxton ringers used to chime the bells for special services until about 
forty years ago. I have not been up to the bells since, but would imagine fixtures and fittings are now in a 
poor condition.  

Saltby has an excellent ring of ten bells installed in 1993. They include the three original bells, two from 
Branston and the other five cast in 1992. The frame is from St Matthew’s, Newcastle, Banwell, Somerset 
and Plumtree, Notts. The tenor and the ninth may have come from Croxton Abbey which was 

demolished at the Dissolution in the 16th century. Saltby bells are popular for peal bands with four 
hundred and ninety-five peals being rung there. Peal fees being a good fund raiser for the church.  

Sproxton church is situated on the hill above the village giving splendid views across the countryside. In 
the early eighties the bells and frame were removed from All Saints, Leicester and installed at Sproxton. It 
was a great opportunity to ring on eight and this led to local ringers achieving first peals of surprise major. 
Peals are still regularly rung by visiting bands at Sproxton and are a good source of income for the 
church. Approximately five hundred and seventy peals have now been rung in the tower. Those who have 
rung at Sproxton will remember how cold it was in the ringing chamber. A wood and glass screen has 
recently been installed and the ringing chamber is much warmer. The original three bells dating from 
C1400 hang above the eight and are rung by a chiming apparatus.  

Service and practice ringing has always taken place on a rota basis at the towers. The band of High 
Framland ringers has depleted somewhat lately so service ringing does not take place very often. Practices 
usually take place every Monday night thanks to support by ringing friends from district towers. Due to 
band members’ work commitments and holidays, practices are not held in the  

summer. This is a shame because we tend to lose momentum and also find it difficult to teach recruits in 
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the summer months. An email system is in place to find out if ringers are available for service or practice 
nights and then a confirmation email is sent out. Visitors are always welcome to join us and should 
contact highframlandservices@gmail.com for information about ringing venues and times.  

Andrew Shipman  

 
A VIEW OF THE CENTRAL COUNCIL 

  
I was initially elected to the CCCBR in 2005 as a representative of the Society of Royal Cumberland 
Youths, but after six years transferred to representing the LDG.  For the first 8 years on the CCCBR I 
served on the Towers and Belfries committee, predominantly assisting with site use of the Harry 
Windsor “wobblemeter”, assessing tower movement, and predicting future movement (due to 
augmentation, rehanging etc). In the early 2000s this equipment was considered by some to be cutting 
edge technology, however with the advent of smartphones with accelerometer capability the 
technology quickly became obsolete; it has for the last couple of years been in storage in our garage. 
Looking back at my time on the CCCBR I cannot help but be frustrated about the regard (or lack of) 
with which the CCCBR is held by the bell ringing community; whilst there are representatives who 
only go to meetings for the social side , on the whole that is not the case.  I suspect the main problem 
is that much of the best work done by the CCCBR is largely anonymous; but please take a look at 
some of the following, there is almost certainly something there of interest: 
• Tower Stewardship Committee:  Various tower management guidance notes including: 
o Guidance Note No.3 –Child protection in Bell Towers 
o Guidance note No. 4 –Tower Safety and Risk Assessment 
• Compositions committee, Handbook of compositions 
That one is a bit heavy going but it may inspire you! 
• Dove's Guide 
You may have heard of that one. 
• Towers and belfries committee: Various notes including 
o Regular maintenance guidance: When did you last do it? 
o The Faculty Jurisdiction, A guide for ringers 
o Sound Control in Towers - Guidance notes 
• Publications sales site, some of the publications are now out of print and are free to download: 
o Learning methods 
o Understanding Place Notation 
o One way to teach bell handling 
o Teaching beyond bell handling 
o Collections of minor methods 
o Various composition collections 

Finally, please bear in mind that all council members are volunteers, and all of them are aiming to 
serve bell ringers and the art to the best of their ability; if you feel their best is not good enough then 
please step forward as we as a guild are currently under represented. 
 
 
Andrew Preston 
 
 
 
         
 
 

https://cccbr.org.uk/services/tower-stewardship/
https://cccbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/GN3v9.pdf
https://cccbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/GN4v9.pdf
https://cccbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/leary.pdf
http://dove.cccbr.org.uk/home.php
https://cccbr.org.uk/services/towers-belfries/
https://cccbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/when_did_you_last_do_it.pdf
https://cccbr.org.uk/services/towers-belfries/faculty-jurisdiction/
https://cccbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/sound-control-notes.pdf
https://cccbr.org.uk/shop/
https://cccbr.org.uk/product/learning-methods/
https://cccbr.org.uk/product/understanding-place-notation-download/
https://cccbr.org.uk/product/one-way-to-teach-bell-handling-download/
https://cccbr.org.uk/product/teaching-beyond-bell-handling-download/
https://cccbr.org.uk/product-category/methods/
https://cccbr.org.uk/product-category/comps/
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    GUILD RINGING COURSE 2017 
 
  
Dear LDG Member, we are running the LDG ringing course again this year over the weekend of the 8th 
- 10th of September 2017. 
Here is a link to the form on the LDG website. If you would like to attend the course please fill in the 
form and send a hard copy to me at the address on page 4 (we need a hard copy with a real signature on it 
for medical emergency purposes during the course). 
http://leicesterdg.org.uk/joomla2/index.php/enr/ringing-course-2017 
  
Note that we are not taking a deposit this year, we just require the total amount to be paid either by 
transfer or cheque by 1st August 2017. 
  
Let me know if you have any questions or if you would like me to send you a hardcopy of the form to fill 
in. 
  
Regards, Peter Brown, 2017 LDG Ringing Course - Student Administrator. 
 
The 2017 LDG course is running again this year - we have 15 students so far which leaves room for a few 
more , the closing date for student applications is 21st July (to allow time to book towers / helpers / 
instructors) - so if you are thinking of applying don't delay any further! All the details are on the website 
under 'education' .  Any queries to Peter Brown.  
 
Peter Brown 
 

L.D.G. ROPE STORE 
 
The LDG rope store is now open for business ! Details of the ropes we've got (and how to get 
hold of one) are on the LDG website under 'resources'. Many thanks to those who have 
donated ropes for reuse. Note that we are looking at getting some spare top end rope so that if 
you need a longer top end than we have in stock we can provide bespoke ropes by splicing 
the required length in.  
 
Peter Brown 
       
 

OBITUARIES 
 
 

OBITUARY – ALISON JACQUES 
 
ALISON JACQUES, although she was known to one and all as Ali, Alison was taught to handle a bell 
by her late father Alan. An occasional rather than a prolific ringer, Ali would often join her family to ring 
at towers in the Loughborough area. 
 
Ali was extremely artistic and was described, very accurately, at her funeral as a free spirit. She passed 
away at the tragically young age of 50 years. Her funeral service was held at Barrow upon Soar Parish 
Church. 
 
 
 
 

 
OBITUARY – ELLA JOHNSON 

 

http://leicesterdg.org.uk/joomla2/index.php/enr/ringing-course-2017
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ELLA JOHNSON, spent her whole life connected with Leicester Cathedral. She became a ringer in 
response to a request for members of the congregation to take up the art. Ella learnt to handle a bell in 
1980 and remained an active member of the band until infirmity dictated otherwise. 
 
She became Secretary and Treasurer of the Cathedral Ringers, a post which she held for over 25 years. 
 
Her ringing activities had to take a back seat when Ella was invited to become the first lady Warden at the 
Cathedral. However she never lost interest in what was taking place upstairs and was a regular and avid 
reader of the Ringing World and the Guild Newsletter. 
 
Despite being a widow for over 40 years and initially having responsibility for bringing up her three 
children she found time to be a ‘Welcomer’ at the Leicester Royal Infirmary Childrens’ Cancer Ward and 
Rainbows Childrens’ Hospice. She was accurately described as ‘ Everybody’s Favourite Grandma’.  
 
Ella passed away on 18th April 2017 at the age of 93 years. Her funeral service was subsequently held at 
Leicester Cathedral and she entered and left the church through a guard of honour of past and present 
wardens. 
 
Garry Mason 
  
 

OBITUARIY :- ROBERT C. GRAVES 
 
 

Robert was born in Wilford, Nottingham on Christmas Eve 1934, second son of Harry and Annis 

Robert’s, older brother John, was born December 30th 1930 

sadly died when he was only 10 days old, so Robert never 

knew his older brother. During his early life, Robert’s mother 

was often in and out of hospital, so he was looked after by his 

grandparents and two aunts who also lived in the village. 

Robert’s parents attended Wilford church where his father was 

in the Choir. Robert followed suit and also joined the choir 

and it was at this church that he first took hold of a bell rope 

and learnt to ring in September 1947. 

Robert’s bedroom window looked out to the Great Central 

Railway line across the fields as they were at that time and this 

undoubtedly started his love of trains. However, this was not sufficient for him and when he was old 

enough he used to cycle along the A52 to Grantham Station where he could watch the Gresley Pacifics 

(the ones that weren’t stopping) thunder through the station on their way to either London or Edinburgh. 

Once a hard day’s train spotting was completed, it was back along the A52 to Wilford and each engine 

that had been seen was carefully underlined in his ABC of Locomotives, as a permanent record of all the 

locos he had seen. 
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Robert’s early schooling was at Wilford Village School, where he successfully passed his 11+ to gain a 

place at West Bridgford Grammar School. After leaving school, it was straight to work and the Hosiery 

Industry, starting in the purchasing office at Elastics Yarns, Nottingham. 

As with most young men after the war, national service beckoned and a 2 year break from work was 

required. Robert joined the RAF and for the majority of the time was stationed at RAF Horsham St. 

Faith. He often recounted that odd tale or two at a family get-together, one being the time he was on the 

canteen sub-committee. His question to those present was – why is it when we have jelly the plates are 

hot and when we have custard the plates are cold? The reply from the cook was probably not what he 

was expecting – “The trouble with you my lad is that you go home too often – which he often did on his 

day off. 

After demob it was back to Elastic Yarns and it was during this time at Wilford Church Youth Club that 

he met Madeleine. Their friendship blossomed and they were married at Wilford Church on 22nd March 

1958. At the same time as getting married, Robert got the offer of a job at Clutsom & Kemp in Coalville 

as Assistant Buyer. A bungalow on Iveshead Road, Shepshed was purchased, where they lived for the 

next 26 years. 

During the early 1960’s, Philip, Carolyn and Julia all arrived. The question now was – how to fit everyone 

into a 2 bedroom bungalow. Having already built a garage to house his grey Standard 8, Robert set about 

building a lounge in the space between the garage and house. This meant that the existing lounge could 

now be used as an additional bedroom. How much did it cost to build? £328, 17 shillings and 2d exactly. 

Every purchase was recorded in a little note book, which he kept as a permanent record. 

This was fine for a few years, but as the children were approaching their teens, what to do about the 

bathroom. As the bungalow only had one bathroom, this could cause a bottle neck in the mornings. So 

the cement trowel was dusted down, the kitchen and bathroom extended with an additional smaller 

bathroom added. The cost? It was all there in his little book, right down to a plastic bend costing 19p -

£623.39p 

During this build though, Robert had the added benefit of a junior labourer in the house; this saved him 

the tedious task of mixing cement. But before being allowed out, Philip, quite often with his friend 

Andrew, had to mix enough cement to keep Robert going while they were out. None of this just throwing 

the ingredients into a hired cement mixer though, it had to be mixed properly with a shovel on the garage 

floor. 

As well as the full size trains, Robert loved model railways and had a very impressive layout. This all 

started in the 1960’s with a couple of engines, some rolling stock & a bit of track. From time to time, this 
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would be laid out on the lounge carpet, but the only problem was that it got in the way, so had to be 

taken up again. To solve this problem, the loft was converted into a room to enable the layout to be 

permanently on boards that ran around two sides of the room. In addition, holes were cut in the walls as 

tunnels and the track continued round in the loft space. This was fine until you had a derailment, then 

you had to scramble along the rafters to retrieve whatever had fallen off. 

As Robert and Madeleine moved house, so did all the train layout and each time it was rebuilt, but bigger 

and better than the time before. The layout at the next house on Moscow Lane, Shepshed had now 

grown to three sides of the room. After the final move to Willoughby on the Wolds, the layout expanded 

to all four sides of the room. Again, holes were cut in the walls to maximize the available space in the loft. 

Just like the real things, the engines needed servicing, this he did all himself and to keep a check on what 

he had done to each engine and when, it was all carefully documented engine by engine in his service 

book. 

In the late 1960’s Robert moved to the Long Eaton factory of Clutsom and Kemp as buyer and was soon 

given the production and planning department to manage as well. This worked well until Courtaulds 

bought them out and things changed, for the worse as Robert considered. 

As it happened, his life-long friend Trevor Lempard had just started up a small printing business in west 

Bridgford and suggested to Robert that he might like to join him to help run the little factory he had just 

moved into. Robert started in April 1975 as employee number 4. Autumn 1976 the company re-located to 

Beeston into a larger factory. As the business grew, still more capacity was required, so the factory was 

extended to double the width and this was opened in 1981. At its peak, the company employed over 50 

staff. Now and again you would get some either brave or foolhardy employee, depending on your point 

of view, attaching a note to Robert’s office door and on one occasion one read :- Pardon me for being so 

often right. 

Most things were obviously right, as the company passed the £1 million turnover year ending 1985. 

But, like everything in life, all good things must come to an end and following trouble with the unions 

and differing viewpoints in the hierarchy the company was sold and everyone went their separate ways 

and Robert retired at Christmas 1991. 

So, what to do with the extra time? Well. Coincidently, December 1991 to March 1997 saw the arrival of 

6 grandchildren. Giving Robert and Madeleine the chance to revive their parenting skills. Robert was very 

proud of all the grandchildren’s achievements. From music to sport to girl guiding and everything in-

between. But most of all it was their education, as the array of graduation photos started to appear in the 

lounge, with all 6 grandchildren going to university. 
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The other thing that kept Robert and Madeleine occupied during the summer months was of course their 

canal boat. The first one was purchased in 1980 and then upgraded to a brand new 40 feet one in 1982. 

Now without work to worry about, it meant that they could go on extended trips for 5 or 6 weeks at a 

time. During their 36 years of boating, they just about covered all the inland waterways of England & 

Wales, including the River Thames, passing under Tower Bridge. 

The third boat was purchased in 2002 and this one was now 58 feet. Of course having a longer boat 

meant there was scope for taking passengers, in particular the grandchildren when they were of suitable 

age. Isobel & Rebecca had 2or 3 trips out with Grandma and Grandpa during the school holidays, so this 

meant grandpa could revert back to being 11 or 12 without getting to trouble with grandma. 

This led to an incident at Fradley Junction. Whilst waiting for a lock to be ready the girls were playing 

leapfrog over the mooring bollards, which of course grandpa had to join in with. The only problem was 

he didn’t quite clear the first one, fell flat on his face and rolled down the grassy bank. Of course this had 

the girls in hysterics, not to mention all the passers by who had seen the action. It wasn’t long, before the 

rest of the family knew. 

However, canaling was generally to be taken seriously, and like cars, the engine needed servicing regularly, 

which he did himself. As this had to be done every 500 hours of use, a log was kept everywhere they had 

been and how many hours had been travelled each day so that the engine could be serviced at the correct 

time. 

But what to do when the boating season was over – enter wine making. At Moscow Lane the gas boiler 

had its own room which was always nice and warm – ideal for fermenting the fruit. As Robert got the 

hang of it, manufacturing volume increased over the years. After the move to Willoughby production re-

started, but for whatever reason, perhaps it was the water, or no boiler room, the Willoughby vintage 

never quite lived up to the Shepshed vintage. He often said that some of his wines were as good as the 

ones you could buy, but perhaps he kept the best ones for himself. Whatever the outcome, each recipe to 

each batch of wine made was recorded. Along with the specific gravity etc. so that he could look back at 

previous years’ productions and make the same again or modify slightly if required. 

That just about covers Robert’s life, apart from –how do you condense 46years’ of bell-ringing into a few 

paragraphs. So here are a few highlights of his ringing life. 

When Robert learnt to handle a bell, Wilford was a call change band, so no change ringing was ever 

learnt. He rang there until leaving for his service in the RAF. Fast forward to Easter 1970. The vicar at 

Oaks in Charnwood was recruiting members for the choir, which the whole family joined. Robert 

mentioned in passing that he had also rung in the past, so was promptly marched into the belfry and 
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introduced to the ringers, so change ringing now had to be learnt. 

Robert’s first quarter peal was on 2nd August 1970, the 2nd to Grandsire Doubles at the Oaks before they 

were augmented, conducted by Horace Moult from Hugglescote. His first peal was also at the Oaks on 

19th May 1971, the 3rd to Grandsire Triples, which was the first peal on the bells after they were 

augmented, conducted by Roland Beniston. 

Being a regular attendee at Loughborough District meetings, Robert was soon elected as District 

Secretary. This he did for a few years until moving to District Chairman, which he also did for a number 

of years. Being a regular member of the Leicester Guild general committee, he was persuaded to take on 

the job of Guild Treasurer when the vacancy arose, which he did, again for a number of years, and with 

his usual attention to detail. After his time as Treasurer Robert was elected Leicester Guild President, a 

reward for all the hard work he had put into the Guild over the previous years, the badge of office he 

always wore with pride. 

In addition to the Guild roles, Robert was tower captain at Oaks in Charnwood from the mid 1970’s until 

he moved wo Willoughby in 2003. During that time, he managed to hold a band together most of the 

time and taught countless people to ring. 

And so to the footnotes. Robert’s 1000th peal was at Oaks in Charnwood on 22nd October 1997, 8 

Spliced, conducted by his son Philip. His final peal total was 1272, conducted 5, his last peal being at 

Colston Bassett on 19th March 2016, again 8 Spliced. Of his 1272 peals, 736 of them were at the Bell 

Foundry. And finally, he rang 702 peals with Philip,  or a number of years holding the highest father/son 

total in peal ringing, until 31st May 2014 when they were overtaken by Bob & Adam Crocker. 

Robert led a very full and active life, during which, he gave a lot of time and support to ringers and to the 

Leicester Guild in particular. Of course he would not have managed any of this without one thing – the 

support of Madeleine in everything he did and her constant presence by his side right up to the end. 

Robert’s record keeping and attention to detail in everything he did were second to none and everything 

was always organized to the last detail. He would have appreciated the detail for his funeral service and 

the quarter peal starting as he left the church. 

 Philip Graves  

 OBITUARY :- PETER FREDERICK PAWLEY 

Pete Frederick Pawley 30/04/1929 - 31/03/2017 
 
Peter was taught to ring at Thurnby, aged16, by the then tower 
captain Les Wykes when ringing was allowed to start again after 
the War. Peter and his brother Julian sang in the Church choir and 
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Les invited them up the tower to literally show them the ropes. As a result Peter rang regularly for Sunday 
services and practice nights for over 70 years. Peter rang three peals; one with Ernest  Morris that is still 
displayed on a peal board in Thurnby belfry, the last peal on the old six and the first on the new ring of 
eight, which was sponsored for the Lord Mayor’s Scanner Appeal. He rang many quarters, almost 
exclusively at Thurnby, reflecting his loyalty to his local tower. Peter helped out with fundraising and the 
installation of the new bells when Thurnby was augmented. This included a Pawley family bell donated by 
his parents. Peter lived in Thurnby his whole life and was a regular at the Rose and Crown. He still came 
ringing until he had a stroke in 2016. He died peacefully in his sleep a year later. His daughter Anne still 
rings at Thurnby.  
         
Sarah Pawley 
 

ART ~ SIMULATOR AWARENESS WORKSHOP 

Date: Saturday 29th July 2017 Location: Hathern Church of St Peter & St Paul,  

Church Street, Hathern, Leicestershire, LE12 5LA  

Programme for the Day 09.30 Refreshments, welcome & introduction 09.45 Theory 1: Hardware 

and software 10.30 Practical 1: Using a simulator to teach foundation skills 11.15 

Refreshments 11.30 Practical 2: Skills building for good method ringing 12.15 And finally ... 12.30 

Finish (approx)  

ART Workshop Fee £5 payable to Anthony Croft on booking  

Plus suggested Tower donation of £5, and refreshments donation payable on the day please... 
Presenter for this workshop - Tony Croft  

Background information  

The workshop is designed for people with limited or no knowledge of simulators, so is open to anyone 
who is a competent ringer and interested in teaching with the assistance of a simulator. It explains the 
various sensor systems and software available, and their advantages and disadvantages, as well as 
troubleshooting common problems.  

Workshop objectives  

The workshop explains the various items of hardware and software available, and their advantages and 
disadvantages, as well as troubleshooting common setting up problems. The workshop focuses on the 
use of Virtual Belfry and how its video (moving ropes) features can be used to teach rope sight and 
listening skills, and how its striking analysis tools can be used to measure and help improve the accuracy 
of each ringer’s striking. There will also be the opportunity to look at Abel and Belltower and compare 
them with Virtual Belfry.  

The emphasis is on giving people hands on practice using a simulator. Practical 1 starts by covering how 
the hardware and software can be used to teach people how to ring accurate rounds and leading, and then 
take them through a step by step approach to build up bell control and listening skills. Exercises involving 
changing speed at handstroke and backstroke (call changes and kaleidoscope) are practiced before doing 
this continuously to plain hunt and ring methods by the end of Practical 2.  
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People will work in a single group during the workshop so there is a limit to the numbers that can attend 
at Hathern (8 people max.). At the end of the workshop each participant should have mastered the basics 
and be sufficiently familiar with using the software to use it in their own tower.  

programme - simulator awareness workshop - Hathern 29.7.2017.docx Page 1 of 1  

 
 

“OVER THE BORDER, GUILD RAMBLE  20th May 2017 
 
“There is no such thing as inappropriate weather, only inappropriate clothing” warned our Guild 
President, Mark Pendery a couple of weeks before the Guild ramble.  And he was right.   
On Saturday 20th May 2017 an intrepid group of Guild members (appropriately attired) met at 
Wymondham for the first Guild Ramble in many years.  The scenic cross-country route between 
Wymondham and Whissendine with a hop over the border into Rutland, had been chosen to coincide 
with an existing Melton District meeting. 
Unfortunately, wet weather had not been planned and the walk took place with menacing clouds 
overhead and we encountered heavy rain shortly after setting out.  Undeterred we made it to 
Whissendine and were joined by further Guild members for an hour’s ringing, before returning by a 
slightly different route.  Further rain and a couple of fields of giant rapeseed oil crops which made this 
part of the ramble feel like a trek through a jungle failed to dampen spirits and we all arrived safely 
back at Wymondham in time for the sun to come out!  Other Guild members joined us for a picnic in 
the church yard before most of the walkers  dried off with a well-earned drink in the local pub before 
joining Melton District for their evening ringing. 
Thanks to all those who supported the event and here’s to a sunnier walk next year!  
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LEICESTER CATHEDRAL QUARTER PEAL DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ZaK D’Mello, Jenny Ace and Keira Boylan, three young ringers taking part in the Cathedral Quarter Peal Day 
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Ringing World National Youth Competition 

 
I was delighted to take a band of 9 ringers from across Leicestershire to Birmingham on the 1st July 
2017 to enter the Ringing World National Youth Competition. A Leicester team entered the very first 
competition that took place in London in 2011. Since then we have been unable to get a band together 
until this year. Our aim was to make a day out of it and not worry too much about the competition as 
there was lots of other ringing opportunities on offer during the day. There were 19 teams taking part! 
The day started with general ringing at Knowle, a very nice easy going 8. Next is was off to Shirley for 
the competition elimination, this was one of 3 towers being used. The team put together a very 
creditable piece of rounds and call changes. We then got back in our minibus and headed over to the 
12-bell tower at Aston (yes, as in Villa). The transport was supplied by Stoke Golding school thanks to 
school governor Steph Semak (also our driver). It was first time ringing on 12 for some of the band so 
another great experience was achieved after some queuing to get into the tower as 9 other teams also 
rang here during the afternoon. Next on the agenda was St Martin’s in the Bullring. Only 16 bells at 
this tower (16 bells you must be joking!!). It was an experience for all. Each forth rope has a blue sally 
and the rest Red, White and Blue. This enables call changes to be approached in a very different way. 
Each group of 4 bells works as a team so calling 2-to-3 results in each of the second and third bells of 
each group swapping. Easy! Well okay not so easy when you are used to ringing on 6 and 8 bells, the 
extra 8/10 extra ropes are a challenge. The team descended the tower feeling they had achieved 
something – first on 16 for all (an elite club!) There was also a mini-ring outside the church, quite an 
experience ringing in the middle of all the shoppers passing by and hand bell lessons inside the church. 
The results session completed the day. Our team was awarded a ‘C’ grade for the call changes in a 
grading system from A-D. It wasn’t about the results it was all about a great day out, a fantastic ringing 
experience provided by the Birmingham ringers and to have some fun. Much work to do but we are 
on it already, the competition next year is back in London! Fancy a relaxing day out???? 
Mark Pendery :- Pictures of the day below.      
 

 
 
 
The team (blue shirts) in ringing order 1, Vicky Semak (Sapcote) 2, Morgan Williams (Thurcaston) 3, 
Harrison Evans (Kirby Muxloe) 4, Matthew Craig (Kirby Muxloe) 5, Ben Davies (Gilmorton) 6, 
Sydney Waring (Swithland) 7, Lewis Benfield (Ratby) 8, Luke Groom (Stoke Golding). Reserve ringer 
not in picture Nicholas Peverett (Market Harborough) Flanked by the responsible adults! (the ones in 
white shirts in case you were wondering!) Mark Pendery left, Steph Semak right 
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The Leicester team and the ‘Yorkshire Tykes’ (the eventual competition winners!) ringing together at 

Knowle. 

 
There is always time for tea. 
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The team outside the bullring with competition medals. 

 
See you next year. 
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