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                 LDG NEWS 
 

      NEWSLETTER - THIRTY  SEVEN   /        SEPTEMBER 2017           /      www.leicesterldg.org 
 
 

     EDITORIAL 
 
WELL DONE TO THE ORGANISERS OF THE GUILD RINGING COURSE AND ALSO ALL 
THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED IN ANOTHER VERY SUCCESSFUL WEEKEND. PLANS ARE 
ALREADY BEING FORMULATED FOR 2018 SO PLEASE MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARIES 
ONCE THE DATES HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED. 
 
ON THE SUBJECT OF DATES THE GUILD AGM WILL BE HELD AT LOUGHBOROUGH ON 
SATURDAY 28th OCTOBER, DETAILS OF WHICH APPEAR ELSEWHERE IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER. 
THE GUILD DINNER WILL BE HELD AT THE LEICESTERSHIRE CRICKET GROUND, 
GRACE ROAD, LEICESTER ON SATURDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2018. A TRIED AND TESTED 
VENUE WITH GOOD FOOD AND FACILITIES ASSURED. IF YOU HAVEN’T PREVIOUSLY 
ATTENDED GIVE IT A TRY. ARRANGE A TOWER OR DISTRICT TABLE. IT IS A LOVELY 
OPPORTUNITY TO SOCIALISE AND CATCH UP WITH OLD FRIENDS. 
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 SNIPPETS 
 

Congratulations to Dilys England, ringing master at Peatling Parva, who celebrated her 80th Birthday on 
September 15th 2017. She celebrated with a touch of 480 Stedman Doubles before hosting a party at the 
local village hall. 
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BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 
 

July 
1st Prize   Nos 57 2nd Prize   Nos  31 3rd Prize   Nos  147  
August 
1st Prize  Nos 4  2nd Prize    Nos  100 3rd Prize   Nos 22  
September 
1st Prize   Nos   160 2nd Prize    Nos 114 3RD Prize   Nos  42 
 
 
     
 

WYMESWOLD 
 
During a recent visit to Wymeswold by the members of the Bells Committee, Richard Thomas, the local ringing 
master/steeple keeper showed us a copy of a letter relating to the original purchase of the bells  produced 
below in old and present format.) 
All six bells at Wymeswold were cast in 1795 by Thomas Osborn of Downham Market in Norfolk. The tenor 
weighs 11-3-9 in the note of F#. 
The tone and language of the letter suggest that some aspects of business were very much simpler two 
hundred years ago. 
By the standard of today there would appear to be several spelling mistakes but, of course, certain words may 
have been spelt differently then. 
Does The Plough pub in Loughborough still exist? 
The present day Plough pub in Loughborough is situated on Thorpe Acre Road but I have been unable to 
establish whether or not the Plough referred to was on this site. 
We would be pleased to hear from anyone who can throw some light on this matter. 
As for the bells, which are a well maintained ring, Thomas Osborn would be delighted that his bells are still in 
regular use over 200 years on. 
 
 

 Downham Oct 2nd 1795 
 
Sir 
 
I’m favord with your letter inclosd with a draught value £92 which is in full of my lieu. It gives me much 
pleasure to hear the Bells give general satisfaction. I’ve not yet rec’d the old Bells. Mr. Flowers informs me 
they are sent by way of Hull for Lynn if so expect to have them shortly tho attended with more expence of 
freight. I hope there will be a little overpriced metal when the Crown Staples and lead in the great Bell is 
deducted but so trifling it will not compensate for the extra expense of the Bells going round by Hull which 
will cost me at least 5 pounds extraordinary. My best regards to Mr. and Wife Fisher and I am with esteem 
Yr Obt. Servant 
 
Tho’s Osborn 
P.S. am much obliged to you for this favour 

 
 
“Envelope” – other side of letter reads 
 
Mr. Wm Fisher at Wimeswould 
To be left at the Plough Inn, Loughboro’ Leicestershire 
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Downham Oct 2nd 1795 
Sir 
I’m favord with your letter inclosd with a draught value £92 which is in full of my lieu. It gives me 
much pleasure to hear the Bells give general satisfaction. I’ve not yet rec’d the old Bells. Mr. 
Flowers informs me they are sent by way of Hull for Lynn if so expect to have them shortly tho 
attended with more expence of freight. I hope there will be a little overpriced metal when the Crown 
Staples and lead in the great Bell is deducted but so trifling it will not compensate for the extra expense 
of the Bells going round by Hull which will cost me at least 5 pounds extraordinary. My best regards 
to Mr. and Wife Fisher and I am with esteem Yr Obt. Servant 

Tho’s Osborn 
P.S. am much obliged to you for this favour 
 
“Envelope” – other side of letter reads 
Mr. Wm Fisher at Wimeswould 
To be left at the Plough Inn, Loughboro’ Leicestershire 

 
 
 
OBITUARY – David Manship 

 
    9th September 1938 – 22nd July 2017 

   
 David was a traditional man in many ways, like a good many ringers of 
his generation, he took up bell ringing when his voice broke. David’s 
mother was worried that he would leave the Church when he left the 
choir, so suggested he took up ringing, however, his sister Barbara also 
went along to act as a chaperone to ensure David attended practices. 
This was in 1953 and they were taught to ring by Ernie Bagworth, who 
was the only person left after some sort of split up with the previous 
team. Ernie could only ring Grandsire and once David and Barbara had 
learnt this, they were stuck. David Darby, another Humberstone learner 
suggested they should take themselves off to other towers and learn an 
agreed method. They would then return to Humberstone and try to ring 
the newly learnt method at the Friday practice night. Within a year, they 
could ring Cambridge Surprise Minor, plus lots of other methods 
including Stedman. As a 19 cwt. 6 the bells are a challenging peal for 
anyone to learn on and maintain. David often spoke of the time they 
spent in the bell chamber tightening the bolts on the wooden bell frame. 

Using donations from wedding payments, David managed to purchase a set of hand bells. The band would 
meet on a Sunday morning in each others’ houses and try method ringing. This was quite a social event and 
helped to unite the team. 
 
David rang his first peal in 1957 at Heddington for the Salisbury Guild possibly when he was doing his 
National Service in the RAF. 
David rang 35 peals in total; he conducted 1 peal. He was a member of the Hinckley District Band that was 
first to ring 4, 6 and 8 Spliced Surprise Major. He must have rung and conducted 100’s of quarter peals 
over the years but no records were kept. 
Again, traditionally, he met his wife to be, Jill at a Guild Meeting, Jill was a ringer at  
St Simon and St Jude Earl Shilton at the time, and when Jill and David married they moved to Burbage in 
1964. Both Jill and David became members of the local St Catherine’s band under Frank Measures. For 
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approx. 45 years David rang for both services on a Sunday and all other services, along with Tuesday 
practice nights. On Easter Day, the band ring for the 8.00am service of Holy Communion and David 
would stay behind to the service. It can be estimated that he will have rung for around 800 weddings. David 
took over as Tower Captain in 1983 following the death of Frank Measures.  In those days, the band was 
known for only ringing Grandsire, and David was responsible for introducing the band to Plain Bob. He 
was Captain for 10 years. When I took over in 1993, David said to me “I have taught half of Burbage to 
ring” meaning he had taught a good many ringers. 
David was Secretary for the Hinckley District of bell ringers from 1972 to 1977, organising and arranging a 
good many meetings and socials.  I remember hearing stories of him driving a car full of learner ringers 
around to District Meetings.  
One thing I can say from experience, is never to sit at a table with him at a Ringers’ Tea. For a man of 
slight stature, he certainly could put food away; I have watched him devour a plate full of sandwiches, and 
then go to the next table for more. At more than one ringers’ Christmas Dinner he has finished off people’s 
puddings. 
He was tremendously supportive of learners, always having a word of encouragement, and advice on how 
to learn a method, which I suppose comes from the experience he had in his early days at Humberstone. 
We could always tell when David was on his way as the smell of his pipe smoke would precede him, and 
there would often be a wisp of smoke rising from his jacket pocket as it hung in the belfry. I remember 
being with him when he was collecting his standing order of tobacco and matches from the paper shop 
opposite the church, which he would do every Sunday. 
As Tower Captain, he was called on to arrange games at all the church fundraising fetes. The hours he must 
have spent running the Treasure Hunt game, where a metal tag was stuck into a large sheet of polystyrene 
with a map drawn on it, at the same time running Devil among the Tailors, and at the Christmas Fair David 
could be found by the Bell Ringer’s Lucky Dip 
David, as said, was a traditional man, supporting local pubs and clubs in Burbage and the local environs. He 
was for many years a member of the Anchor Dominos team, he played table skittles in the local league, 
even manufacturing a Skittles Table in the Woodcutters at Claybrooke. One of the more unusual groups he 
told me about, once a year a trip would be arranged to a Race Meeting with a meal to follow, but this would 
be a Christmas Meal even in mid-summer. He told me one Pub they went into where the Landlord went to 
the trouble of decorating the room as if it were Christmas. David played Golf and was a keen Stamp 
Collector, regularly visiting Stamp Fairs to improve on his collection. David had donated 102 pints of 
Blood, certainly much more than an armful. He was a supporter of Hinckley Rugby Club and could be 
found in the Bar at most home matches. David arranged the annual Burbage Carnival Dominoes Knock-
out competition, all the necessary paperwork being typed on his manual typewriter, with a carbon copy. In 
David’s traditional way he had no need for a computer.  
The words on Sir Christopher Wren’s grave stone in St Paul’s Cathedral read “Reader, if you seek his 
Monument look around you” and similar could be put on David’s. He was on the Parochial Church 
Council for many years so got involved in many jobs for the church. He maintained the Church Clock, the 
minute hand on the south face of the clock was made by him, he repaired the bottom hinge on the main 
door, he designed the metalwork that supports the folding screen to the Church Extension. He was 
responsible for the candle holders we used to use for the candle lit services at Christmas, plus many more 
over the years that I can’t remember.  
David rang his last peal at Burbage in 2009, which was the 50th peal at Burbage, and he had the peal board 
made that is now on the wall in the belfry. It was not long after that that he retired from ringing on health 
grounds, but he would still come and visit us occasionally on a Sunday morning, to bring back copies of the 
Ringing Worlds. He wouldn’t ring but he still had an interest in seeing how we were doing, and I often had 
a word with him in the Anchor on a Tuesday after ringing when he was playing Dominoes. 
David will be greatly missed by the ringers, by the domino players, and by the many other groups in which 
he played such an enthusiastic part. 
 
Martin Mellor 
  

 
In Memoriam: Kathleen M Brown (née Proctor), 1934 – 2017 

 
Kathleen was born on 14 January 1934 in Ullesthorpe, the youngest of seven children. She attended 
Lutterworth Modern School, leaving at aged 16 to start work in Leicester for a hosiery company. 
Kathleen sang in the choir at Claybrooke church and in 1947 learnt to ring there along with three of her 
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sisters, Sheilagh, Iris and Margaret. They were taught to ring by 
Curzon Clarke; Kathleen rang her first peal on 13 September 1950. 
 
It was at Claybrooke practice night in the early 1950s that Kathleen 
first met Michael. She was quite impressed by the hand-knitted 
jumper he wore, thinking he must come from a good family. After 
four years of courting they were married on 15 October 1955 and 
Kathleen moved to Harecroft Farm and took on the role of a 
working farmer’s wife.  Motherhood followed with the arrival of 
David and then Janet. Family life was very important, and both 
Michael and Kathleen took great joy in spending many happy hours 
entertaining and playing with their four Grandchildren: Emma, Jon, 
Ellen and Isobel. “Grandma” even mastered the art of texting to 
keep in touch with them. 
 
Kathleen, a competent ringer in her own right, always encouraged Michael in all his ringing activities, 
supporting him in his role as Head Ringer at Sapcote and assisting him when teaching new ringers both 
there and at other local towers. Together they enjoyed travelling all over the country to ring at new towers 
and went on numerous ringing trips abroad, including the opening of the ring of bells in Dordrecht, 
Holland, where Kathleen, together with Michael, rang in the first quarter peal on the bells.  Kathleen rang 
at over 5500 different towers but also enjoyed ringing in many hundreds of quarter peals. She rang a total 
of 30 peals, her last being on the Harecroft Ring in 2000. 
 
Following her operation to have a replacement shoulder in 2009 she was determined to return to ringing, 
and worked with her physiotherapist who devised exercises to achieve this. On 15 October 2011 she rang 
the second to a quarter peal of Cambridge Minor, her first with her new shoulder, which was a family 
quarter peal at The Plantagenet Ring on their 56thWedding Anniversary. At 77 years old, this was no mean 
feat!  She continued ringing and rang one more quarter peal, inside to Yorkshire Major at Sapcote on her 
80thbirthday in 2014. 
 
As well as ringing, Kathleen loved sewing and always had some knitting on the go for family members or 
friends. Michael was often to be seen in one of the “zip ups” knitted by Kathleen. In the 1970s she 
reworked the Altar Frontals at Sapcote. This task involved hours of painstaking work removing the 
embellishments from the old fabric, carefully repairing them and reattaching them to new fabric, which 
Michael then fixed to a wooden frame he had constructed. She also worked the pulpit falls to match.  She 
was an active member of the Mothers’ Union and contributed to the life of the church and village in 
countless ways. 
 
At her funeral on 6 July, Sapcote church was filled to capacity. Hymns included Praise My Soul the King of 
Heaven and Love Divine and on display in the church were all the Altar Frontals that she had lovingly 
worked together with examples of her embroidery and knitting. At the end of the service When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling was played on the organ before the mourners left the church to a quarter peal of Cambridge 
Surprise Royal. As Kathleen was laid to rest, at the side of her beloved Michael, the bells could be heard 
ringing in the distance. Later in the afternoon a peal of 5083 Yorkshire Surprise Royal was rung to say 
goodbye to her. Kathleen will be remembered by everyone who knew her as a lovely lady. 
 
Janet Dew 
     

 

             WHAT COULD ART MODULE 2 DO FOR YOU AND YOUR BAND?  

People will take part in an activity when they are enjoying themselves, feel a valued part of the group, and 

feel they are achieving something they want to succeed at. How do we make our ringers feel such things? 

Do we know how to build such a rapport with our ringers? How much time do we spend trying to work 
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these things out?  

Module 2F and Module 2C of the ART Training Scheme each give an insight into how to keep our 

ringers enthused and how to give them the confidence to aspire to new achievements. This, coupled with 

a structured method of progressing ringers via the “Learning the Ropes” scheme, can keep them enjoying 

success and wanting to progress.  

Each Module provides a learning and development journey, with the initial Day Courses providing 

materials you as a teacher can use during the subsequent Skills Development Period. This allows a teacher 

to build on the Day Course materials and techniques, using the additional online learning support 

available through ART’s SmART Ringer website and practical teaching experience. The objective is to 

ensure ringers are enjoying their ringing as they progress from rounds to early method ringing, whilst at 

the same time ensuring that they are gaining and consolidating the all-important foundation ringing skills 

of bell control, listening, rhythm and understanding which will provide the maximum opportunity for 

future progression.  

Module 2F – Teaching Foundation Skills explores in depth a range of ringing activities useful for 

providing variety and interest for those teaching in towers where method ringing is not the norm. The 

initial Day Course also gives delegates an opportunity to experience a host of interesting and entertaining 

techniques to develop basic ringing skills and to receive helpful tips and handy hints from their 

colleagues.  

Module 2C Teaching Elementary Change Ringing also explores the all-important teaching topics 

concerning building skills for ringing progress. It goes on to provide the course delegates with loads of 

ideas of how to progress ringers to early method ringing. The skills to teach counting places, ropesight, 

learning first methods and other essential skills are approached in a simple step by step way.  

Both Module 2F and Module 2C provide the teacher with the means of trying to understand the learning 

process from the ringer’s view point, tuning in to really tick that particular individual’s box. Both Modules 

also assist the teacher to understand the causes of people losing interest in the activity and how to avoid 

falling into these traps.  

 These are skills which can then be put into action following the initial Day Course as you develop your 

teaching in order to achieve ART Accreditation at completion of each Module.  

All ART Training Scheme Modules are based on university research which gives us an awareness of how 

to develop our judgement and perceptivity to refine our teaching to provide the maximum satisfaction to 

our ringers, which, in turn will lead to more enthusiasm, greater effort, improved performance and 

improved progression. All this will lead on to greater retention of ringers.  

In short, the aim of ART Training Scheme Module 2F and Module 2C is to provide the teacher with a 
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deeper understanding of the ringer’s perspective alongside a set of tools to assist them to retain their 

ringers enabling them to provide strong bands in as many towers as possible.  

Not to mention that the whole process – especially the initial Day Courses - encourages everyone to have 

a bit of fun and a few laughs!  

Sign up for one now. There is nothing to lose and much to gain! Pip Penney  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
                                 LEICESTER GUILD RINGING COURSE 
 
 
The 2017 course took place from Friday 8th to Sunday 10th September. This was again at Ullesthorpe 
Scout campsite near Lutterworth. The courses on offer were first steps in Plain Hunt, Progressing in 
Plain Hunt (2 groups), Doubles, Plain Minor/Stedman Doubles and Surprise Minor. 22 students 
attended allocating 4 per group ensured that plenty of practical rope time was achieved. Significant 
progress was made across all the groups. A big thank you must go to the tutors Paul Atkins, Sally 
Brown, Graham Haywood, Andrew Young, Pam Fisher (first LDG course as tutor) and Garry Mason 
for their efforts throughout the weekend. Also the dumb bell simulator was erected at the campsite 
and proved to be a very popular activity as students and helpers improved their ringing and listening 
skills. 
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In addition to the ringing a very important part of the weekend is the food and socialising. We have a 
superb cook, Ruth Jackson, who cooked excellent Breakfast and Dinner for us. Saturday night, the 
main social evening, saw an excellent quiz was organised by Natalie Boylan. It was very close at the top 
of the leader board with only a few points between the teams. The evening was rounded off by playing 
the card game, ‘Cards Against Humanity’. 
I would like to thank Peter Brown (Course Administrator) and Nicky & Dave Carling (Helpers 
coordinators) for their fantastic organisation of the course and Mick Angrave for the domestic 
organisation of the Towers and bunkhouse facility.  
 

 – Recruitment & Education Committee 

   Paul Atkins hard at work. 

  Progressing and hunting group 

  Doubles group helpers and students 
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  Surprise Minor students and helpers 
 
 
 
 
                                                    RISING RINGERS 
 
Since the last Newsletter two meetings have taken place on Saturday 22nd July at Anstey and Saturday 
26th August at Sapcote. A wide variety of methods was rung including Plain Bob, Cambridge Surprise 
Minor and Plain Hunt on 9.  
Following the successful youth competition in July it has been decided to hold the rising ringers 
meetings monthly in order to maximise the amount of practice time for the youth team. I would like to 
thank Laura and Sidney Wareing for organising the towers for rising ringers going forward. The 
meetings will take place every 4th Saturday. The dates are as follows: 
Saturday 23rd September 2017 – Oaks in Charnwood 
Saturday 28th October – Guild AGM no meeting 
Saturday 25th November 2017 – Venue to be confirmed 
Saturday 23rd December – St Margaret’s Leicester 
Saturday 27th January – All Saints Loughborough 
 
Mark Pendery  
 

      PROGRESSING RINGERS 
Progressing Ringers’ meetings, designed to help people who are learning their first methods – usually 
Grandsire Doubles and Plain Bob Doubles – continue to be held once a month at various towers 
around the county, with a very enthusiastic core of regular attendees benefitting from them. 
Depending on the personnel we usually also ring Stedman and some Surprise on 6/8 bells. During the 
three hour meeting it is possible to give each learner a number of attempts at their target methods so is 
an ideal opportunity to get some intensive practice. If you feel you would benefit from this ( or would 
enjoy helping out as an experienced ringer) and don’t already receive the monthly emails please contact 
me and I will add your email address to my list. Everyone is welcome to join this very friendly group. 
There is no meeting in September; our next is at Thurcaston on October 28th, 10.00am -1.00pm. 
heathermorris1954@talktalk.net 
 
Heather Morris 

 
 
 
                                            AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
Hinckley District :- 
 
In July the Hinckley District hosted the Guild Social at Croft. It was a pleasant evening with a six bell 
tower, followed by a nice pub, food and drink. And to finish the night a good game of skittles with 
teams selected on the night. 
 

mailto:heathermorris1954@talktalk.net
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This month we held our Striking Competition at Orton on the Hill and Stoke Golding won with a 
rounds and call changes team. 
 
Stuart Rowan 
 
 
Leicester District :- 
 
Since the last Newsletter the Leicester District has held evening meetings at Countesthorpe and St. 
Mary De Castro. Both were successful meetings in different ways – we had a good turnout at 
Countesthorpe and, although much lower turnout at St. Mary’s, some good ringing was achieved and 
opportunities given to ring on 10 that may not usually be available.  
The focus practices have been replaced with four quarter peals. In August we attempted 2 but were 
only successful in one. This was Bristol Major for Will Norton. In September we scored a quarter of 
Plain Bob Triples for Keira Boylan who rang the treble. We welcome suggestions and volunteers to 
support the quarters on the 1st Saturday of each month at St. Margarets. 
The next District meeting is on Monday 2nd October at Newtown Linford, 7.30 – 9.00pm, all 
welcome. 
 
Loughborough District :- 
 
The Loughborough District held enjoyable and well-attended meetings at Kegworth in July and 
Hathern in August, with excellent cakes being provided by the local ringers at both.  Thank you! 
In September, instead of the traditional training event, we are trying a ‘Quarter Peal and Firsts Month’.  
The idea is to give an opportunity for all ringers to accept a challenge to try something new, perhaps a 
first quarter peal of something, calling something for the first time, ringing on 8 for the first time or 
even ringing a heavier bell than you had previously.  One tower is even doing a group challenge, to 
ring Stedman Doubles with a ‘home team’ and no outside help. 
So far I’ve been told of 14 challenges achieved, and as I write this we are only 2/3 of the way through 
the month.  A special mention should go to Sidney Wareing, who rang her first QP at the age of 15 
ringing the tenor behind.  Her striking was very good and she didn’t even look tired at the end!   
I know there are more challenges planned before the end of the month, fingers crossed for you all for 
success! 
 
Izabelle Bimson 
 
 
Market Harborough District :-  
 
The District striking competition (“StrikeFest”) was held at Peatling Parva on 16th September.  This is 
now the sixth year of the “StrikeFest” formula, in which bands representing individual towers 
(complying to the long-standing rules) compete for the main trophy, but other bands are made up 
from anyone else who turns up – it has been described as “A District Practice with a judge”.  As last 
year, there were only two tower bands, representing Gilmorton and Oadby, but we were able to make 
up another six bands from the ringers attending, with most people ringing in two or three bands – in 
all 21 ringers of all levels of experience took part.  The competition was expertly judged by Garry and 
Sue Mason, to whom we offer our great thanks: not only did they put the bands in order, but they also 
provided some useful and constructive comments.   They commented that all the bands managed 
some good ringing, but that the bands accruing more faults had more/longer periods of uneven 
ringing as well. 
1st (ringing 8th) Mixed band Stedman Doubles 20 faults 
=2rd (ringing 1st) Gilmorton R. Canterbury Doubles 22.5 faults 
=2nd  (ringing 3rd) Mixed band Plain Bob Doubles 22.5 faults 
4th  (ringing 2nd) Oadby  Call Changes  26 faults 
5th (ringing 6th) Mixed band Plain Bob Doubles 37.5 faults 
6th (ringing 7th) Mixed band Plain Hunt Doubles 50 faults 
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7th (ringing 4th) Mixed band Plain Bob Minor  63 faults 
8th (ringing 5th) Mixed band Call changes  86 faults  

Congratulations to the winning band, and to the Gilmorton band who were place second equal, but as 
the leading tower band, won the trophy: also thanks to the Peatling ringers and clergy for allowing us 
to ring their bells. Fiona Millington (Medbourne) was awarded the Achiever’s Trophy.  After a hard 
morning’s ringing around half the ringers retired to The Shires, for a sumptuous meal.   
  
Oadby 
The long awaited refurbishment of the rollers at Oadby was completed over the summer.  A couple of 
the bells were showing considerable signs of wear, and we have noticed a general improvement in the 

‘go’ of these, and indeed all the bells, since the completion of 
the work. 
The ringers’ entry to the St Peter’s Scarecrow Festival (Bertie 
the Bellringer) won first prize, and was much complimented by 
the visitors to the church over the weekend.  Well done Jo and 
Diana (with help from Andrew).  We are pleased to say that the 
idea for Bertie and his predicament was not based on any local 
ringer or local event!! 
The same weekend, we welcomed the Guild Ringing Course to 
the tower.  Morning ringing was on the simulator, but the 
afternoon ringing was on open bells, to celebrate the Scarecrow 
Festival, to welcome cyclists taking part in the Ride and Strike 
event, and as part of the national Heritage Open Day ringing.   
 
Diana Young 
 
 
 

 
 
Stanford on Avon :- The new and aptly named “SMS” team have attended to many outstanding 
maintenance tasks in the tower at Stanford during May to July 2017. At least a third of the wheels had 
shed their shrouds with the remainder about to drop like autumn leaves. Luckily, all were retrieved 
from the bell chamber floor and re-fixed using stainless steel screws. 
Extremely loose crown staples, dry clapper bearings and dry ground pulleys all received the respective 
mandatory remedial treatments. No 4 ground pulley was temporary replaced with a redundant 
assembly from nearby Welford tower until we can effect a permanent repair. 
We also installed extra rope bosses as some of the rope routes were creating grooves within the floor 
boards. All floors and spiral stairways were swept and bells test rung. 
All in all, we have successfully give Stanford’s anti-clockwise five bells, a well deserved extended lease 
of life, so much so, not only continuing with the 1st Sunday service ringing but ringing practices can 
now be achieved. 
To anyone who has rung at Stanford in the past would surely agree that the emitted tonal and 
harmonious sound of the bells is pleasing to the ears, all we have done is to make the action of ringing 
a lot more smoother and easier, no more, no less. 
Our self-imposing obligatory “topping out” celebrations were to be quite literally on the tower roof in 
lovely sunshine and blue skies, but instead we sat down to champagne, cereal biscuit and coffee 
generously provided by Andy and Daphne, in the church porch. 
As a footnote, it has to be said, if it was not for the late Geoffrey Armitage’s intervention those many 
years ago, Stanford may well have ceased to exist as a ringable tower. Our skilled team intentions are to 
continue maintaining the heritage bell installation at this tower for as long as possible. 
 
Misterton :- The “SMS team notched up another enterprising bell installation maintenance makeover 
at Misterton during July and August 2017. 
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Unlike Stanford, 99% of the wheel shrouds were in fairly good condition. However, another set of 
issues confronted us in that due to ravages of stone dust falling from the spire and rope fibres, the end  
result being a gritty fibrous cocktail attempting to wreak havoc on ground pulley bearings. 
We decided the only practical, but time consuming way through this dilemma was to completely 
remove the ground pulley assemblies and dis-assemble on a bench. Eccentricity prevailed and approx. 
14 hours later, what metamorphosed was a completely refurbished and greased assembly, complete 
with experimental grease seals, ready to be re-fitted. 
Also encountered along the way were the customary loose crown staples, missing leather washers, 
loose hasting stays and various other related miscellany. 
Another upgrade en-route was to replace four well worn ropes with pre-used, but still reasonable ropes 
from Shawell’s tower. At the same time, extra rope bosses were fitted to enhance better rope routes 
through the ringing chamber ceiling. All the floor and spiral stairway swept and bells test rung. 
As some may already know, the tenor bell “shouts’ and is subjectively overwhelming. This task will be 
completed at some point when a suitable solution can be ascertained. 
The obligatory “topping out” celebrations of champagne, cereal biscuits and coffee was strictly 
adhered to. 
 
Shawell:- Compared with Stanford and Misterton towers, Shawell’s bell installation maintenance was 
simple but nevertheless, not without a few topics to concern us. 
The tenor and 5th bells never quite sounded right despite looking at all of the common reasons. It was 
consequently decided to turn both clappers by 180 degrees and success! It sounds brilliant. 
The 4th clapper, being out of alignment, was corrected. 
Just prior to our maintenance intervention, six new bell ropes were installed during April. We are still 
awaiting the obligatory “topping out” celebrations of champagne and cereal biscuits. 
 
Rob Palmer 
 
Melton District :-  
 
Melton District summers are traditionally quiet as many of our members are involved with Harvest 
etc.. Around this time, the monthly meetings have continued and we expect the attendance to pick up 
in the Autumn and the quarter peals to start rolling again. 
 
Congratulations to Matthew Bradwell who got married in July. Best wishes for the future Matthew. 
 
Peter Brown 
 
                                    MESSAGES FROM OUR GUILD SECRETARY 

 
  
Date for your diary 
The Guild Dinner will be held on Saturday 24th February 2018 at Leicestershire County Cricket Club, 
Fischer County Ground.  More details will be available soon. 
 
 
Syston District 
There have been no meetings recently for the Syston District, but some members have been attending 
Progressing Ringers, Rising Ringers and the ringing course.  I am also pleased to note that the district 
is working together to help each other out with ‘shortages’. 
There will be a discussion group immediately after (1pm) the Progressing Ringers on Saturday 25th 
November at Birstall.  Everyone is welcome; hot drinks are available. 
 
Weddings 
We know that it is often difficult to find sufficient ringers for weddings in the summer months.  The 
Guild facebook page is available to advertise for help.  Please use it! 
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Safeguarding 
There has been a lot of media attention recently with respect to safeguarding.  When ringing at your 
tower please link to your Church’s Policy and use their named personnel if you have any queries.  It is 
advisable to keep a register of those attending the ringing.  There is more information on the Central 
Council website about safeguarding in towers. 
 
Central Council Meeting 
You will have already seen reports of the recent Council meeting in The Ringing World and on social 
media.  The CRAG reforms were passed and the new Executive has been appointed until next May.  
The CC rules are being revised to accommodate these changes.  The CC President is currently looking 
for volunteers to become work group leaders and work group members.  If you would like to 
volunteer for any of these roles please contact the CC President. 
 
Carol J Franklin 
 
 
                              
 

                               Leicester Diocesan Guild A.G.M 
 
                      Saturday 28th October 2017 
 
               St. Michael and All Angels, Markfield, 
 
                     2.30pm – 3.30pm Ringing 
 
                     All Saints, Loughborough  
                          3.45pm – Ringing 
                          4.30pm - Service 
                               Ringers’ Tea 
                           6.30pm - Meeting   
                               Evening Ringing 
 
       Names for Tea to Izabelle Bimson by Wednesday 
                         25th October please,     
            loughborough@leicesterdg.org.uk                 
                           or 07846 248713 

mailto:loughborough@leicesterdg.org.uk

