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   LDG NEWS 
 

      NEWSLETTER – FORTY FIRST  /        SEPTEMBER  2018           /      www.leicesterldg.org 
 
 

     EDITORIAL 
Sunday 11th November 2018 will mark 100 years since the end of the Great War. Although we can do 
nothing to change the huge loss of life the day will give us an opportunity to ring the bells in this 
Diocese in remembrance of all those who participated many of whom, sadly, never returned home. 
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    BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 
July 
1st Prize   Nos  39 2nd Prize   Nos 169 3rd Prize   Nos  19 
August 
1st Prize  Nos 14 2nd Prize    Nos 113 3rd Prize   Nos 164 
September 
1st Prize   Nos 96 2nd Prize    Nos 57 3RD Prize   Nos  59 
 
                                   Snippets 
 
Graham Turnock; We have all sat there in the pub and suddenly someone will say “I wonder what 
happened to so and so?”. The answer to one such query came via the television screen on the 16th July 
when Graham Turnock, who learnt to ring at Evington during the 1980’s and was a member of the band 
until he went off to University, appeared on Sky News. Graham is now Chief Executive of the UK Space 
Agency amongst other things. Does he still ring? That is a question for another day. 
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Pickwell– If you were listening to Radio Leicester just after 8am on Sunday 19th August you will have 
heard Twyford ringer, Peter Brown, describing how he is teaching a group at Pickwell to chime the 4 
bells. The idea being that the locals will chime the bells on Armistice Day 11th November. The interview 
concluded with a demonstration. 
 
Bells Committee :- At the recent Bells Committee meeting on 31st August Gwenyth Tyler announced 
her retirement. Gwenyth is one of the original members of the committee and has been our chairman for 
many years. Our thanks go to her for her dedicated service.  
 
                                                    
 
      NO LONGER WITH US 
 
John M Jelley, of Barrow on Soar sadly passed away on Friday 20th July 2018 
 
Alan Hough, of St. Mary’s Barwell; former Tower Captain and long standing member of the Leicester 
DG passed away on 22nd August 2018 aged 87yrs. 
 
 
    GUILD SOCIAL 21ST JULY 2018 
 

 
 
Guild members aboard the Rutland Belle and enjoying a gentle cruise across Rutland Water. 

                       This was followed with ringing at Oakham and Braunston in Rutland and a meal at the Old Plough 
in Braunston village. 

 
 

    
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 3 

     ARMISTICE DAY 2018. 
  
The Department of Digital, Culture, Media & Sports have now announced plans for the International 
Moment as the Nations says ‘Thank you’.  Please see attached Press Release that coincided with the 
announcement made today (12th July) on the BBC’s The One Show. 
 Bells in countries observing GMT and CET are invited to ring at 12.30hrs GMT (13.30hrs CET) 
● Bells in countries throughout the rest of the world are invited to ring at either 12.30 GMT or 12.30pm 
local time 
● DCMS is also supporting the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government on an 
initiative ‘Ringing Remembers’ which is run jointly by the Big Ideas Company and the Central Council of 
Church Bell Ringers. This project aims to get 1,400 people ringing church bells on the centenary of the 
Armistice, the number of bell ringers lost in the war. 
 Ringing Remembers: Bells ring out to mark the centenary of the Armistice 
The UK Government invites all bell ringers to join the nation in marking the end of the First World War 
by ringing together on Remembrance Sunday.  They would like ringing to take place at 12.30pm on 
Sunday 11 November to coincide with the nation’s tribute as thousands march past the 
Cenotaph.   Everybody is invited to take part, whether you are a new ‘Ringing Remembers’ recruit or an 
experienced ringer. All are welcome.  If you haven’t done so already speak with your tower captain to 
start making plans for ringing during this national moment.  
 Share your plans with us and we’ll spread the word to inspire other ringers.  Contact: bells@big-ideas.org 
Or find us on: 
Twitter @Big_Ideas_Co #RingingRemembers 
Facebook Big Ideas 
Instagram @_BigIdeas 
 Take part in this national moment to mark the centenary of the Armistice. 
Ringing Remembers is funded by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, and is a 
partnership with the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. 
 Vicki Chapman 
 
     RAY RINGS IN 60 YEARS 
 

Peter Crowe talks to one of Great Bowden’s well known 
characters 
Great Bowden’s Captain of Bells Ray Martin is celebrating 
an incredible anniversary this year. He has been ringing 
the bells in the village church of St. Peter’s and St Paul for 
60 years. While others may claim similar longevity in their 
ringing careers, very few can claim to have been ringing  
continuously at the same church for such a long period of 
time.  
Ray’s family is rooted in Great Bowden and it was his 
brother Edward who persuaded him to start ringing the 
bells aged 14. Ray says the rest is history. In 1971 Edward 
left to live in the United States and Ray became Captain of 
the Bellringers in Great Bowden. 
The fact that Edward left was the result of a ‘ringing 
romance’ Ray says: “Edward read a piece in the Ringing 

World magazine from a lady in Washington who was looking for help with the recently installed 
bells in their Cathedral. Edward responded, they met and fell in love and Edward moved to the 
States as a result.” 

mailto:bells@big-ideas.org
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Ray is proud to have rung the bells week in, week out for worship at St Peter’s and St. Paul’s, but 
also recalls some specific occasions with great pride in 1967 on the church’s Patronal festival (the 
day the church remembers the saints that it is named after) Ray led a team using the full peal of 
six bells for the first time. They rang for 2 hours and 44 minutes, ringing every bell in every 
possible variety of combinations known as  ‘Cambridge Surprise Minor’, adding up to 5040 
changes. 
At the Millennium he helped the village to see in the new century by ringing the bells and was 
amazed to descend from the tower to a crowd of people gathered around the church. 
In 2012 Great Bowden was one of 47 churches in the Welland Valley that rang their bells to 
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of the Queen. 
During recent changes at the church the belfry has been greatly improved and stairs have 
replaced an iron ladder, making access much easier. The bells themselves, which were 
refurbished in 2000, are a great part of the church’s Christian heritage with the oldest one dating 
back to 1599. 
Ray says: “It’s amazing to think that Christians in Great Bowden would have been summoned to 
church more than 400 years ago by one of the bells we are still using today”. 
Ray himself is a great testament to the way that bellringing helps to keep people fit in mind and 
body. The ringers at Great Bowden are happy to show anyone around the belfry and welcome 
recruits to a band that currently covers all ages. 
 
Peter Crowe 
 
 
  A GENEALOGICAL SURPRISE by JOHN BENNETT 
 
I was part way through National Service with the RAF and stationed in Germany. On leave for Christmas 
and enjoying a Friday evening practice at St Margarets I was approached by Brian G. (Gus) Warwick. 
“Are you free a week on Saturday", he enquired. Yes, I was and Gus continued, "Can you ring in a peal of 
Painswick at Welford?".  "Yes", I answered as Gus handed me the method. "There is a problem", he 
continued, "I'm afraid the car is full". Seeing my hesitation as I contemplated the 40 miles or so round 
trip on my bike, winter and all, Gus played his trump card. " Perhaps you would like to ring the tenor?" 
"Oh all right", I replied, hoping that God would favour me with clement weather. He did as December 
22nd, 1951, was a typical winter day, completely overcast but thank heavens -no wind. 
Those of us who are familiar with the A5199 will know the fine country and rising hills of Naseby and 
Husbands Bosworth and as I was pounding the pedals uphill through the latter village I was passed by the 
car, driven by Shirley Burton with passengers Brian G, John Bramley and Winifred. There was a cheery 
wave from Winifred as they passed me. We rang the peal, 2 hours and 55 minutes, Brian conducting from 
No 2, the late Ernest G Orland (who later took holy orders) ringing No 5, the other two ringers being 
Malcolm Chown and Sydney Osborne. Pedalling home for a quick cuppa, I was off again, this time to 
Earl Shilton where there was a Hinckley District meeting. It was evening and late but I had hopes of 
beautiful female company of my own age. My hopes of romance were quickly dashed as only a few 
ringers remained, directed by that stickler for good striking, the late George Newton. 
There is a sequel to this story which occurred years later in June 1995 when I visited Welford again, on 
this occasion in search of my ancestors. A distant cousin had researched the family and due to her efforts 
I have my family tree back to 1671, all from Welford. Of course, I knew nothing of this in 1951 and so all 
those years later our Painswick Surprise became for me, a Genealogical Surprise. As I photographed their 
graves I glanced up at the tower, silhouetted against the summer sky.  Could my old ancestors have heard 
our Painswick of all those years ago and if they could I do hope they enjoyed it? Oh well enough of this 
whimsy, but recalling that long gone winter’s day it had been enjoyable but oh for the lost energy of 
youJohn Bennett 
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    OBITUARY – ALAN HOUGH 
 
Alan took over the captaincy at St. Mary's when he was about thirty two years old. He had been taught to 
ring by Mr. Joe Needham in 1944 at the age of thirteen. I understand he rang the bells on the first 
occasion the bells were rung in 1945 following their silence during the war years. He rang the treble and 
this was the start of a lifelong list of ringing different methods, totalling some sixty four peals and 
numerous quarter peals. 
When Alan assumed the captaincy he had an excellent band of ringers and he took on the task of 
recruiting new learners for the future. He was very successful and taught the art of ringing to many of us. 
He was a very strict teacher but was always extremely helpful to all the learners, even giving extra tuition 
with method books in the evenings at his home. In those days ringing with experienced people was a very 
daunting prospect indeed. Mistakes were frowned upon and learning was a serious occupation. It was 
always a very strict and disciplined atmosphere in the ringing chamber. You never questioned the captain 
and certainly always respected his knowledge and wisdom. However the enjoyment of mastering the 
methods under his tuition brought great joy to us all. His determination to achieve touches without 
mistakes was paramount and he did his best to ensure this came about. He was always willing to help 
anyone in trouble with their ringing. 
He encouraged us to ring at Sunday morning and evensong services and his dedication to the church and 
ringing was exemplary. He enjoyed his ringing immensely and I and many others are very thankful for his 
patience and perseverance. I am certain we tested them both on many occasions! His dry sense of 
humour endeared him to all those with whom he rang. 
Since his retirement in 2011 due to his failing health his presence and knowledge have been sadly missed. 
We are struggling to maintain the level of ringing which he established but we do have new learners and 
we intend to continue the excellent work to keep the bells ringing at Barwell. 
Both Alan and Barbara will always be respected for their dedication and love of the bells at St. Mary's in 
Barwell. It is estimated that they have achieved a combined total of 140 years of ringing in the district. A 
wonderful achievement and one which we as a district can take immense pride in. 
 
Michael Pickering 

 
     A TRIBUTE TO JOHN MICHAEL JELLEY 
    9.7.1938 – 20.7.2018 
 
Whilst researching past members of the Leicester Cathedral band 
and writing pen pictures, where possible, I added that, come the day 
of John Jelley’s obituary, more than one side of A4 would be 
required. That has certainly proved to be the case. 
The first time I met John was in the belfry of the former church of 
St John the Divine, Leicester at a practice night. John was doing his 
two years National Service and, whilst on leave, arrived in the belfry 
looking resplendent in his uniform. I also knew his father, Ernest, a 
long standing ringer at St. Thomas, South Wigston and it was he 
who introduced John to ringing at the age of 14. 
He made rapid progress and on 2nd February 1953 he rang his first 
peal; Plain Bob Major in his home tower, conducted by the late 
Ernest Morris and the band included his father who must have 
been extremely proud. 
John’s peal ringing achievements were extraordinary. A total of 3051 
of which he conducted 986. These were divided between tower bell 
peals, 1740; of which he conducted 418 and 1311 handbell peals of 
which he conducted 568. He rang peals for 47 different societies 
with his 1640 for the Leicester D.G. leading the way. 
Rupert Clarke rang 694 peals with John, closely followed by Bob  
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Smith and Roland Cook with 647 and 630 respectively. 
John developed an interest in ringing long length peals and was a member of the band, on 27th and 
28th July 1963 which rang the extent of Major at Loughborough Bell Foundry. This involved the band 
ringing 40320 changes of Plain Bob Major in 17 hours and 58.5 minutes without a break of any sort. 
This feat has never been passed or even equalled. 
Between 1961 and 1998 John rang seven long length peals on tower bells and thirteen on handbells. 
Along with others I had the pleasure of umpiring part of some of the handbell peals and the standard 
of ringing which I listened to was excellent.  
From conversations we had over the years I always felt that John loved the challenge of handbell 
ringing, even more than tower bells, so it must have been a sad occasion in October 2016 when he put 
down his bells at the end of a peal and announced that that had been his last and he would ring no 
more; an inevitable decision due to his failing health. 
Since John first learnt to ring in 1952 he had been a loyal member of several towers, South Wigston, 
Leicester Cathedral, Leicester St. Margaret’s and Barrow upon Soar, rarely missing Sunday Service or 
Practice Night ringing. 
John could ring any bell and had a deserved reputation for ringing heavy bells with unerring accuracy. 
He also had a deserved reputation as a conductor and composer. 
Not only did John get a lot out of ringing but he also contributed a huge amount. The following are 
positions he held within the Leicester D.G :-District Committee Member Leicester and Syston, Central 
Council Representative for over 20 years, Auditor, District Ringing Master Leicester and Syston, Guild 
Treasurer, Trustee, Syston District Chairman, Syston District B.R.F. Representative, Guild President, 
Immediate Past President and a member of the Bells Committee. 
John was a very clever and talented man who seemed to excel in everything he did. However, you 
would only learn of his achievements from others for he rarely, if ever, spoke of them. 
Through many years this county has produced many excellent ringers who could sit at the top table 
with the very best. Without doubt, John could take his place amongst them. 
Health issues brought John’s ringing to a close; tower bells and then handbells. A trapped nerve 
restricted movement in his arm and he subsequently suffered with an incurable form of pulmonary 
fibrosis. He died on 20th July shortly after celebrating his 80th birthday. Unusually he died without 
leaving any surviving relative at all. His older sister Doreen had died in 2006 and John was the last 
survivor of his line of the family. In common with many ringers I have many special memories of my 
times spent with John; be they peals or clambering over bell frames. His Service of Thanksgiving at 
Barrow upon Soar was attended by ringing friends from all over the country. The Service was 
preceded by a quarter peal of Bristol Surprise Major, Bristol being his favourite method and a faultless 
half course of Cambridge Surprise Royal was rung on handbells during the Service. John would have 
enjoyed that. 
 
Garry Mason 
 
 
     Rising Ringers 
 
Since the last Newsletter two meetings have taken place on Saturday 23rd June at Knighton, and 
Saturday 25th August at Shepshed. A wide variety of methods were rung including Plain Bob, 
Cambridge Surprise Minor and Stedman Triples. This is also used as the youth team practice for the 
striking competition in July.  
On Sunday 12th August the Leicester rising ringers were invited to join the Derby Young Ringers on a 
trip to Loughborough Bell foundry. This provided an opportunity to see St Paul’s Cathedral bells 
during refurbishment. We also had a chance to ring on the foundry 12 bells as well as a tour of the 
buildings by Michael Semken. A very enjoyable afternoon was had and we will be returning the invite 
to the Derby young ringers by inviting them to our social on the 22nd December at St Margaret’s 
Leicester.  
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Leicester and Derby young ringers as the foundry 
 
 
  Ringing World National Youth Competition 2018. London. 
 
I will leave the details of the day to two of the youth team. But just to say we had an amazing day out 
with the team and I want to thank guild members and the Education & Recruitment committee for 
their support. 
The youth competition is vital for us now to take part in. I have seen a huge improvement in the 
team’s ability and ringing confidence as we prepared for the event. It provides the young ringers with 
the platform to experience ringing at the highest level in competition format. Also ringing somewhere 
like St Mary le Bow is an experience that they will remember for a very long time! This enables 
confidence, commitment and dedication to be instilled in everyone. The youngsters are the future of 
our organisation if we are to continue for another 70+ years. 
Attending an event like this does come at a price and we have been fortunate to have been given very 
generous donations to support this year’s competition. Private coach to/from London, travel around 
London and of course the team shirts need careful consideration when it comes to budgeting and 
funding. Next year will be Liverpool and little detail is known at this stage. We will start planning as 
soon as we can. 
 
The Ringing World National Youth contest held in and around the East end of the City of 
London on Saturday 8th July was a striking success for the Leicestershire team of ‘rising’ 
ringers who outperformed most of their rivals and demonstrated a dramatic improvement on 
their performance from the previous year.  
In only the second consecutive year of the Diocese submitting a team of ringers, all of who have to be 
18 or under, the team missed the final round by literally a stroke to finish the ‘best of the rest’. In total, 
22 teams from around Great Britain competed in the contest, each taking part in one of three ‘heats’ 
which were in 3 church towers in the area. Our heat was held at St George in the East (8 bells, 6cwt). 
The best 2 teams from each heat then progressed to a final in another tower. At this stage, whilst 
coming 3rd  in their heat, and therefore just missing the final, their performance proved to be better 
than two of the six finalists; it’s the way the heats and finals worked out!  
The team’s scores were graded like an exam, our team achieving a ‘B+’. Last year, their 
performance reached ‘C-‘ demonstrating the step-change in performance over the 12-month 
period. This suggests that, with continued work, the team might be able to improve yet-again to 
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achieve a place in the finals for 2019, which are to be held in Liverpool. As the contest has a strict age 
limit, the team has to bid farewell to two able ringers, Luke… and Harrison…, but on average, the 
team is quite young and most will, if they stay committed to ringing be able to participate for a year or 
two longer.  
The hot and dusty but deserted streets of London (it was England’s ¼-final match day) proved a gym-
workout for the team and roadies (parents and supporters) and a most rewarding ringing excursion, 
ringing at St Magnus-the Martyr (12, 26cwt), St Mary le Bow on Cheapside (12, 41cwt), and St Anne 
Limehouse (10, 12cwt). 
The team has been ably led and mentored by Mark Pendery, who, with energy and commitment, has 
dedicated many weekend evenings, planning time and effort, nurturing the young ringers, all of whom 
are grateful to him for his perseverance and who is already preparing for the 2019 contest; “it’s coming 
home (to Leicestershire)!”    
Graham & Lydia Redman 
 
What a day it is all I can say. The day of emotions. We went through them all. We battled the heat. I 
don't think I will ever experience the heat in the ringing chamber at our qualifier. Great to ring at some 
amazing places. We had it all, tall balconies, stairs with no lights and Blue Peter filming. We are the 
best of the rest. Can we go one step further? Mixed emotions and 24 000+steps .  Bring on next year. 
 
Victoria Semak 
 
Picture this. It was early morning on Saturday 7th July. Most of the Leicester Rising Ringers were 
standing outside Sapcote Club looking forward to the day ahead, but you could feel the nerves of 
everyone. About 10 minutes later a big red coach came around the corner to whisk us all of to London 
to ring in the Ringing World National Youth Competition. The journey was quite pleasant except for 
when you needed to use the toilet. You would get rocked about and struggle to do your trousers up. It 
wasn’t fun. 
Once we reached London we all got off the coach and stepped outside into the beaming sun. We 
headed for the underground but it turned out that it would be quicker to walk to the first tower so that 
is what we did. Our first tower of the day was St. George in the East, Stepney. This was the eliminator 
tower. I wasn’t actually ringing in the eliminator but I stood outside whilst the Rising Ringers rang. It 
sounded really nice. We then all went into the courtyard and had photographs taken in our awesome 
Rising Ringers t-shirts. 
After they had finished there the whole group went to St. Magnus-the-Martyr. It was an open tower so 
we went to have a ring there and see what the bells were like. They weren’t my favourite but they were 
good. It was then at that point when we found out we weren’t ringing in the final. It was quite 
disappointing. 
It was then time for some sightseeing, we went to London Bridge, Monument and then my family and 
I went to the famous St. Pauls Cathedral to have a look at the gardens and see what it was like. It was 
beautiful but there were a lot of pigeons spoiling the view. All part of being British!  
We then went to St. Mary-Le-Bow and rang there. It was the highlight of my day! The bells were 
amazing. They were quite heavy but they sounded stunning. We stopped there for quite a long time 
before going to get dinner. We went to a Weatherspoons in Canon Street Station and avoided all the 
busy pubs as England were in the process of beating Sweden in the World Cup!!!! 
A while later everyone who took part in the competition had to go back to St. Mary le Bow for the 
results. There weren’t any more seats for our team so one of my fellow band mates and I had to sit on 
the very cold floor. It was quite uncomfortable but it’s what you get for being a bit late (I couldn’t get 
dad out of the pub!!!)  The room was very tense when the judges were reading out the results. Our 
team was called out and we all went up to get medals and have another photograph taken. The 
winning team then got called up and everybody clapped. It was lovely. We came 7th out of the whole 
competition which made us all extremely proud, especially as it was only the top 6 that got chance to 
ring in the final.  We were officially “The Best Of The Rest!!” 
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Afterwards, we met up in Ye Olde Watling behind St Mary-Le-Bow, for a celebratory drink before 
heading back to the coach at the Tower of London. 
We had a good journey back (except for the toilet). We also got a McDonalds on the way back too and 
that was very nice. We didn’t get back until about 11pm and we were all very tired but we said 
goodbye to everyone and congratulated each other. We then all headed back home for some much 
needed rest. 
It was a really amazing day and I can’t wait until next year!!      
 
Keira Boylan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 

      
 
       London Underground 

     
 
Team Bus – Driven by ringer Michael Simmons    Team photo at St. Mary Le Bow 
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    Ibstock Bells Refurbishment 
 
The Guild was very pleased to support the refurbishment work at Ibstock (6 Bells) with a grant from 
the Bell Restoration Fund. All the work has now been completed and ringing has resumed. New 
recruits are in training and the local band is very pleased with the results of all the work. At a recent 
Church open day and dedication of the refurbishment I was invited to attend to look at the work and 
have a ring. 
 

 
 
Mark Pendery 
 
 
         CATTHORPE BELLS 
     

Ringing at Catthorpe was suspended some years ago, due to crack in the 
tower. This summer ( after much fundraising in the village)) scaffolding 
was erected and remedial work carried out I am glad to announce that 
the scaffolding is now down and we are just waiting for confirmation 
from the architect that ringing re-commence. Meanwhile, a maintenance 
team has been to inspect the bells and we hope to carry out some work 
soon. 
The village is very keen to have the bells ringing again, so during the 
summer Andy and I held an open tower / demonstration at Shawell to 
all Catthorpe residents interested in bell ringing. We had 6 attendees, 4 of 
them have just started to learn to ring and   are progressing well. 
        
  Daphne Hinton 
 

 
 
 
     AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
 
Loughborough :-  
Once again we have decided to designate September as Quarter Peal and Firsts Month in the 
Loughborough District. We hope this will be an opportunity for members to ring things that they have 
not done before, perhaps taking the form of a Quarter Peal, but equally if there are people who are not 
yet at that stage of ringing then perhaps the first touch of a method, or calling something for the first 
time - this could happen at a normal practice night. We hope that it will also give people who have been 
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on the Guild Ringing Course the possibility to consolidate their learning. 
We have therefore been asking towers to try and arrange at least one first or Quarter Peal in their tower if 
possible. If help is needed to achieve this then please get in contact with the district committee and we 
will try to arrange some extra ringers to come and assist. We hope that many will be able to participate in 
this event, good luck! 
 
Izabelle Bimson 
 
 
 
Market Harborough :- This year’s Harborough district striking competiton was held at Misterton. 
These pleasant bells have been improved markedly from the ringers’ point of view by the recent 
installation of a ringing floor – a conversation from a dark rather dingy, cluttered ground floor ringing 
chamber with a very manageable draft … and there is a toilet where the ringing chamber used to be. 
The “StrikeFest” format has become popular over the last few years – essentially bands representing 
individual towers (complying to the long-standing rules) compete for the main trophy, but other bands 
are made up from anyone else who turns up. As in the previous two years only two tower bands 
entered, Gilmorton and Oadby, but the ringing master put together another six bands from the ringers 
attending: in all 18 ringers from the District took part, with most people ringing in two or three bands. 
This gives people a chance to ring a little out of their ‘comfort zone’, while focussing on their striking. 
The competition was judged by Des Jones from Rugby. He complemented the ringers on the quality 
of the ringing, and made some useful, constructive comments on where improvements could be made 
– including making sure the rope is long enough!!  
The result were:- 
1st (ringing 2nd) Mixed band Stedman Doubles   10 faults 
2nd (ringing 4th) Gilmorton – Plain Bob Doubles  14 faults 
3rd (ringing 7th) Mixed Band – Cambridge Surprise Minor 21 faults 
4th (ringing 1st) Mixed Band – St. Simon Doubles  25 faults 
5th(ringing 5th) Mixed Band – Plain Bob Doubles  28 faults 
6th(ringing 8th) Mixed Band – Plain Hunt Minor  30 faults 
7th(ringing 6th)  Mixed Band – Grandsire Doubles  50 faults 
8th(ringing 3rd)  Oadby – Plain bob Doubles  58 faults 
 
Congratulations to the Gilmorton band, who won the trophy (for the highest placed tower band) for 
the second year running. Also congratulations to the winning band, made up of ringers from six 
different towers), who rang Stedman Doubles – interestingly, the winning band last year also rang 
Stedman. The improver’s trophy was awarded to Daphne Hinton (Shawell) who rang in the winning 
band, despite not getting much opportunity to practise Stedman (definitely on the edge of her comfort 
zone). 
 
Andrew Young 
 
Melton :- The last quarter’s meetings have gone very well with the highlight being the annual district 
outing combined with the LDG Social in July where we had a trip on the Rutland Belle followed by a ring 
at Oakham and Braunston and a meal in the Old Plough at Braunston.  The weather was very kind to us 
and about 30 people attended the event. Thanks to all those who came along for their support!  
Sadly, Rosemary Holt, a churchwarden who 'dabbled' with bell ringing at Ashby Folville has passed away. 
Many of you may remember her as she was passionate about the history of the church and would always 
entertain visiting bands with tours of the church and a run down on its history. She will be sadly missed.  
 
Peter Brown 
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Syston :- The village of Houghton on the Hill on the fringe of the District held a “Community Fayre”, 
the aim of which was to try and attract more members to the many village organisations; in common 
with others elsewhere membership is dwindling. 
What had the ringers to lose? Nothing and a bit of publicity and goodwill to gain. We borrowed two 
working model bells, took framed details of the six bells and a photograph of the ringers from the 
tower, a muffle, a rope, copy of “Dove”, numerous bits of literature and a copy of the Guild Report, 
this was also supported by a video of ringing. 
Sadly, the whole event was not well supported by those we hoped to attract, we spoke about ringing to 
those who were interested, invited them to visit the tower etc but of goodwill there was plenty and a 
lot of “we love to hear the bells” was cheering to the existing band. 
Gwenyth Tyler 
     
 
     RINGING COURSE 
 
 

 
 
         Saturday evening at the Quiz                 Paul Atkin’s group 
 
With the rules regarding Ullesthorpe Scout Camp site changing our Ringing course did not comply with 
their stipulation that users should be predominately young people. This meant a change of venue. We 
were looking for somewhere that would be cost effective and came across the Memorial Hall at Copt 
Oak. Run as a charity and with a field that could be used for tents and caravans it proved to be ideal. 
Students gathered on Friday evening for the opening session, a brief talk by Mark Pendery about the 
weekend and the Guild before dispersing to Towers for the first of four practical sessions. On Saturday 
there were two practical sessions at various towers with a pub lunch (McDonald’s I understand for 
some!). The evening was completed with a social and quiz, thanks to Carol and Lynette for the buffet and 
Natalie Boylan for the quiz. Needless to say, Paul Atkins wasn’t robbed this year, his team winning the 
sweets, but sharing them with everyone. 
Sunday took the usual form of local service Ringing and a practical session in the afternoon. Lunch was 
provided at the Field Head Hotel, Markfield. 
Mark closed the event before the afternoon session allowing everyone to get home without needing to go 
back to the hall. Of the four groups, all the students gained valuable experience and with a maximum of 
four in a group, plenty of ‘rope time’. 
Already we have talked of a future course for 2019. At the moment, the use of the Memorial Hall is in 
jeopardy with the resignations of many of the committee and trustees. Sadly, this means we may need to 
find yet another suitable venue for our course. 
Finally, I must thank all the helpers who every year willingly give of their time to help our learners achieve 
their goals. Thanks also to all who made the arrangements for us to use their towers and met us with the 
keys. 
M Angrave 
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          REQUEST FROM YOUR GUILD TREASURER 
 
 
     Amazon Smile 
 
 

     
 
 
Do you use Amazon when you shop online? If you enter the Amazon site via 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ you will still see the same range of products, but Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the cost of your purchase (excluding VAT and P&P) to a charity of your choice. The LDG 
Bell Restoration Fund has registered to receive donations, so every time you shop on the site you 
can ask for the Restoration Fund to benefit from that purchase. It costs you no more than you 
would otherwise pay. When it asks for the charity of your choice, select zzzzzzzzzz. The only thing 
to remember is that you have enter smile. at the start of the web address, but you can add that 
to your bookmarks and start shopping. What’s not to smile about? For more details see 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/  
 
     
CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS CONFERENCE MAY 2018. 
  
It was my first attendance at the conference as an elected representative for LDG. Held at Lancaster 
University which was a beautiful campus with lots of wildlife, especially ducks who were very tame. The 
accommodation was good and food and facilities excellent. 
I attended two seminars on the first day; 
 
First seminar 
Positive Public Relations which concentrated on the Ringing remembers campaign and were delighted 
to inform us we are well on our way to recruiting the 1400 ringers to represent those lost in the great war. 
Other discussions included recruiting young ringers and the social aspects of ringing such as outings and 
guild dinners. 
 
The second seminar; 
Biographies concentrated on the biographies and roll of honour of those ringers who lost their lives in 
the Great War. The Rolls of Honour  on display were beautiful bound books with exquisite calligraphy 
and colourful printing. A truly fitting tribute to ringers who lost their lives. 
Emphasis was on finding those lost ringers to include in the Rolls of Honour and I think all participants 
made a commitment to check church records to ensure all are included. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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 Other biographies included notable ringers such as Jasper Snowdon. The team aim to compile 
biographies of all ringers who serve on the council. 
 
Day two seminar; 
 
Church and bells, is there a future together? The seminar was delivered by the Guild of Clerical 
ringers and highlighted the common problems of an understanding between bell ringing and church 
attendance. The outcome was positive as it was established that many churches do appreciate the 
commitment that ringers give to the church as well as bell ringing being their “hobby”. 
  
During my time at the conference I saw the two ringing machines which were fascinating. The 
custodian of one machine spent a long time explaining to me how it worked. 
I also attempted to ring on the Lichfield Diocesan Guild’s mobile belfry which was rather alarming 
when I was told there are no stays! Quite difficult but I think I was getting the hang of it. 
Overall I had a very enjoyable conference with two great social events, I made new friends and 
shared wine with old friends and felt very welcomed by all. 
  
Lianne Brooks Ratby Tower 
 
 
    FIRST QUARTER PEAL 
 
Billesdon, Leicestershire 
St. John the Baptist 
Monday 10th September 2018 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Carole Ratcliffe 
2 Nathan Booker (1st Q) 
3 Rose Parker 
4 Joseph Booker 
5 Roland H. Cook © 
6         Arthur A Rees  
 
   
 
  QUARTER PEAL WTH A DIFFERENCE 

 
Oaks in Charnwood, Leicestershire, 
St James the Greater 
Monday 3rd September 2018 
1260 Doubles – 4 methods 
(300 Stedman, 240 St. Simons, 240 Grandsire, 480 Plain Bob) 
 
1 Sally Brown – Stedman © 
2 Valerie A Baxter – Plain Bob © 
3 Charles A Bishop – Plain Bob © 
4 Richard C. L. Brown – Grandsire © 
5 Andrew A Ward – St. Simons © 
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      THE ROBERT B. SMITH TROPHY 
 
On Saturday 22nd September 2018 the Robert B. Smith Trophy Competition was held at Melbourne Church 
Derbyshire. It was the first year of the competition and the test piece was Grandsire Cinques. The Leicester 
D.G.Band came an extremely creditable second. Details of the Band and the Competition places are below. 
 
Unfortunately, due to illness, Bob Smith was unable to be there and present the trophy to the winning team. 
 
The Leicester Band was :- 
1. Howell Williams 
2. Stef Warboys 
3. Angela Preston 
4. Andrew Higson 
5. Luke Groom 
6. Terry Astill 
7. Jo White 
8. Michael Davidson 
9. John Warboys 
10. Chris Rudge 
11. Mark Boylan (C) 
12. Andrew Preston 
 

The results were as follows :- 
1st- St Oultons 92% 
2nd- Leicester 91% 
3rd- Birmingham Cath 90% 
4th- Macclesfield 88% 
5th- York 86% 
6th- Sheffield 83% 
7th- Reading 81% 
8th- Melbourne reserves DNF 
 
Congratulations to all those taking part. 
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