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             LDG NEWS 
 

      NEWSLETTER – FORTY SECOND  /        DECEMBER  2018           /      www.leicesterldg.org 
 
 

               EDITORIAL 
 
The Guild contributed to ringing throughout the Commonwealth to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
conclusion of the Great War. Many of our ringers did a lot of ringing on the 11th of November to ensure 
that as many bells as possible within the Guild area were rung. It was a good time to remember men 
and women on all sides who made the supreme sacrifice. 
District AGMs have now been held. Some Districts have the same officers whilst others have had 
changes, some of whom may be doing jobs for the first time. Please support them in any way you can 
to make their job a little bit easier. 
In the meantime we wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Prosperous 2019. 
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                                                    BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 
 
October 
1st Prize   Nos  110 2nd Prize   Nos   16 3rd Prize   Nos   49   
 
November 
1st Prize  Nos 17 2nd Prize    Nos 74 3rd Prize   Nos 77 
 
December 
1st Prize   Nos 39 2nd Prize    Nos 168 3RD Prize   Nos 166 
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ART Conference 2019 comes to Worcester! 
 
 
ART will be holding its annual Conference over the weekend of 2/3 March at The Worcestershire County 
Cricket Club, Worcester. The exciting agenda includes a great line up of speakers, with keynotes by the St 
Martin’s Guild Ringing Master, Simon Linford, Mark Regan Master of the Cathedral Ringers, Matt Bulbeck 
a professional outdoor sports coach and bell ringing teacher and Ian & Louise Wilson from Warwick.  
 
New additions to the line-up include presentations about safeguarding, insurance and risk assessments from 
representatives of the Church of England and Ecclesiastical Insurance. These talks will be followed by 
opportunities throughout the day to talk through any local issues with the experts. And of course, don’t 
miss the chance to tour the Cathedral’s Ringing Centre. 
 
The ART Awards Ceremony is the final event of the Saturday when the winners of a host of awards, some 
group, some individual, will be announced. Come along and meet the ART team and celebrate with the 
award winners over a drink. You do not have to be an ART member to nominate a group or individual for 
an award you may find that a group or leader near you is someone you would like to put forward in which 
case nominate via the ART web site.  
 
The second day of the conference weekend concentrates on encouraging young ringers and is hosted by the 
Central Council.  
 
The ART Conference is ART’s leading national event and is open to anyone with an interest in ringing 
teaching and leadership. We would like to invite you to join us over the weekend for what will be two full 
and stimulating days. 
 
Conference bookings will open in early in January via the ART website. 
ART Conference Speakers 
Mark Regan - Ringing in Worcester – The Future 
Simon Linford && Claire McArdle – Learning the Ropes Plus & Pickled Eggs! 
Matt Bulbeck – Why I refuse to be called an Instructor: the differences between instructing, teaching and 
coaching 
Marcus Booth (Ecclesiastical Insurance) – Insurance & Bell Ringing: what you need to know 
Andrea Watkins (C of E) – Volunteers, Safeguarding & the C of E 
Simon Rudd – The Mancroft Ringing Discovery Centre 
Roger Booth – Developing a regional support structure 
Ian & Louise Wilson - Leadership – managing & motivating the team 
Jennie Higson – Marketing or teaching? Behind the scenes of adult education 
 
 
                                                                     NO LONGER WITH US 
 
Celia Harris, formerly of Hathern, sadly died on 13th October 2018 
 
    

CATHEDRAL RINGERS TRIP TO BELFAST 
 
The fact that we were going on a ringing trip to Belfast crept up on me rather than being a clear black and 
white moment of decision. A cathedral ringers’ autumn away weekend has become a tradition and this 
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year’s trip was discussed at the AGM with Will being charged with organising it. I guess the decision to go 
to Ireland made its way to me (Yes, just checked my emails, 18th March; I forwarded it to Judi – that’s me 
being organised!) and travel plans evolved from there. Dave found and booked an Airbnb for the duration 
– not done that before – and flights to Belfast and back from Birmingham were identified and booked. As 
the weekend approached Will found that the number of takers was a little short and the company going 
ended up at seven, including one unringable; Will, Heather, Stephen Hanby, Dave and Nicky, Judi (ur) and 
myself. 
The four latter were travelling together, the others making their own disparate journeys. We had decided to 
travel on the Friday so that we could get over the jet lag before ringing on the Saturday. The fight was an 
early one so the journey to Birmingham was even earlier, the only person awake and cheerful was the 
satnav! Dave had booked parking in a cinder surfaced official car park and we were greeted by a chirpy 
Brummie who loaded us onto a minibus and delivered us to the terminal in a new course record (I know 
why they call it a terminal now), we checked in using one of their clever machines and headed for 
Wetherspoons for breakfast. We were soon on the plane and after an hour or so of uneventful flying 
landed in Belfast. 
I’ve never quite figured out how car hire places 
make the collection process so long winded when 
the vehicle has been pre-booked but after 20 
minutes or so of intense interrogation Dave 
emerged clutching the key to a Kia – “It’s in bay 
69, so it is” were our instructions “Turn left out 
of the terminal and head towards Ikea!” Are we 
assembling the car ourselves I mused. Turns out it 
was all in one piece and we were soon on our way 
out of the airport complex and heading towards 
the city where googlemaps efficiently deposited us 
in a suitable car park a short walk from the centre. 
This short walk took us through Primark – soon 
to make headline news – and on to the city hall 
where we took elevenses as well as taking in the 
exhibitions cataloguing Belfast’s history.  Beside 
the city hall we saw the evocative Shrouds of the 
Somme exhibition, remembering the thousands of 
servicemen from the Ulster and Irish regiments, 
or from Belfast, who died in the Battle of the 
Somme. 3,775 miniature shrouded figures were 
laid out in the Garden of Remembrance, 
representing those from the Ulster and Irish 
regiments who have no known grave. In trying to 
take some photos of these figures, Judi found 
herself accompanied by a Japanese tourist who had an annoying habit of interposing herself between lens 
and object necessitating some firm but fair standing of ground – I think you know what I’m saying. 
With that sobering thought we felt we needed some refreshment and went in search of the Crown. For 
anyone who hasn’t been it is elaborately decorated with stained glass, tiling, carved wooden booths and gas 
lighting – it is amazing and took us a couple of pints to fully take in its splendour. 
Thus fortified, we felt it was time to find our digs. The Airbnb apartment was part of a complex adjacent to 
St Anne’s cathedral. The owner said finding it was virtually impossible and as we wouldn’t then he’d come 
to meet us. Challenge accepted, no more difficult than playing find the hidden belfry key, surely. It took a 
little cunning and the fortuitous meeting with a helpful resident to figure out the maze, but we did it; I have 
to say, the owner’s look of incredulity when he answered the door to Nicky’s knock was well worth the 
game of hunt the house, nobody had ever found him before. Well, he’s never had ringers staying before. 
The two bedroomed apartment was on the sixth floor and boasted an impressive view of St Anne’s with its 
peculiar 130’0” needle-like spire sitting on top of the central tower and a domesticated seagull that sat on 
the balustrade and glared at us in the vain expectation of nourishment. 
Having settled in, had a cup of tea and a snooze we were ready for further refreshment which we found at 
the John Hewitt, just around the corner. We wondered what had happened to our compatriots and sent 
messages to find out. Leaving the pub we wandered a little randomly down the street when we spotted a 
shimmering in the air (not the Star Trek type thing with sparkly lights, more the Blake’s Seven wobbly 
vision type) and as if by magic, Stephen was standing in front of us sending a message to Dave with his 

https://shroudsofthesomme.com/
https://shroudsofthesomme.com/
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whereabouts! Slightly freaked out by this we felt by now both food and drink were required, so that’s what 
we did. Our evening ended at the Duke of York where Heather caught up with us. Meanwhile, Will was still 
in Leicester, arriving much later that evening. 
We had three towers arranged on Saturday, the first a relatively early start at St Thomas (18cwt ring of 8). 
Will had successfully made it to Belfast and arrived with Heather and then there was that wibbly wobbly 
light thing again and Stephen was standing on the street corner! Fortunately there was a handy café 
opposite the church where a fine cooked breakfast beckoned, made slightly more leisurely when the tower 
captain turned up without the keys and had to go home to fetch them. Although the back six were a bit 
heavy we managed some nice minor and doubles. Next up was the light ten at Dundela where we explored 
a number of different doubles variations on both the back six and the front six, such fun. The salley levels 
were a bit wayward, some even too low for the shorter members of our company; we were aware that there 
was a peal attempt the following day and forewarned the band that they might have to make some 
adjustments.  
The third tower of the day was the gatehouse at Carrickfergus. (Has 
anyone noticed the similarity between this tower and the water 
tower by the M40 near Banbury?) As this was somewhat later in the 
day we had opportunity for a leisurely lunch at the Joymount Arms 
– resplendently decorated in an interesting shade of burgundy and 
therefore visually unmissable, and a wander around the castle 
grounds and the harbour. We had an unexpected bonus when Steph 
and John Warboys, in the area for a peal weekend (see the comment 
in the previous paragraph), joined us for ringing. We had some 
really nice eight bell stuff, although the strident acoustics of this 
fine Gillet and Johnson peal left my ears singing!  The tower captain 
had very thoughtfully left us some confectionary to keep us going – 
at least I think they were for us. And so back to Belfast for the 
usual combination of 40 winks and beer leading to the inevitable 
debate about where to eat.  Not many of you will realise this, but 
Belfast on a Saturday night is heaving and by the time our body 
clocks had alerted us to the need for nourishment, there wasn’t a 
free seat to be had in any of the many restaurants that we paid 30 second rejection visits to. In the end, we 
got take away pizza from Pizza Express which was part of the same complex as our apartment and to 
where we retired with cardboard boxes in hand. It was whilst waiting here for our food that a familiar face 
was spotted in the seated clientele (you remember the touring peal band?). For the second time in 
successive days, Nicky elicited a look of incredulity from a man – this time Graham Bradshaw – as she 
sidled up to him. We were too far away to hear what she said, but “Ey up, me duck” is probably close. He 
had spotted Dave walking past the window but dismissed the unlikely possibility of it actually being him 
out of hand. After that the evening followed a familiar format; clearly we made it back at some stage. 
In contrast to the warm and sunny weather of Saturday, Sunday dawned wet and cold, not that there was 
actually much dawn to be had, more of an insinuation of increasing illumination. We were booked into a 20 
minute time slot between services at St Donard’s and assembled in front of the nearby Co-op which 
offered a) warm bacon rolls and b) a modicum of shelter. Mr wibbly wobbly light appeared in his inimitable 
fashion. Although brief, we had some really nice ringing which was greatly appreciated by the locals. 
Having concluded the ringing part of the trip, we had a touristy plan. Unfortunately the two cars had 
slightly differing plans. The Kia Kids headed up the coast aiming to have lunch near the Giant’s Causeway, 
the B-ark got distracted and stopped for lunch some way south. The drive along the coast with the rain and 
wind made for dramatic viewing and was accompanied by Tony Robinson reading Wyrd Sisters by Terry 
Pratchett which actually fitted very well with the visuals. (This was the first of his books that I read. It 
opens “When shall we three meet again? Well…..I can do next Thursday.” I was hooked!) We found a pub 
half way between the rope bridge (in the wet and the wind? – not a chance) and the causeway with a peat 
fire creating a cosy atmosphere. Is it just me or does burning peat always smell of freshly charred 
mattresses? Although I had been to the causeway before, the present National Trust development wasn’t 
there then; being members we sauntered past the paying queue which had a distinctly oriental bias. The 
weather relented long enough for the walk down to the object of our visit and we had a happy hour or so 
playing the ‘take a photo without any tourists in it’ game. At one point Nicky felt a Finn McCool moment 
and headed off towards Fingal’s Cave, only to be retrieved by the National Trust fun police. Well, it was a 
bit moist under foot near the tide line, so probably just as well. The weather closed in on our walk back to 
the centre drenching us liberally but a good old NT cup of tea did the trick and we were soon on our way 
back to the metropolis with Wyrd Sisters coming to its satisfactory conclusion just before we arrived back. 



 5 

Having nearly been thwarted the previous evening we sought food early and opted for the safe, albeit 
predictable, fare that Wetherspoons offers. We learned that the B-ark had strayed again and was taking 
dinner in Ballymena. Did we all meet up again at the Crown later in the evening? I’ve a feeling we did. 
Bank holiday Monday morning in Belfast is a bit quiet. No, that’s an understatement, it was extremely quiet 
with only the usual unpleasant remnants of the weekend’s revelry to see as it is in most cities. Humans – 
humbug! It was a relief to find a corner café that bucked the trend and was doing good business, including 
ours. Four cooked breakfasts and lashings of tea/coffee later and we were ready to tackle the world, or at 
least the Titanic museum wherein most of the world and his wife had congregated. Now I know why the 
city centre was so quiet. The museum building is formed of what looks like four ship’s prows set at 90 
degrees to each other. From the air, it could be argued that it looks like a propeller. In 2012 it was short 
listed for the Carbuncle Cup which is not an endorsement of its architectural beauty.  
The first port of call was the SS Nomadic 
which served originally as a ferry from the 
ports out to the liners which were way too big 
to moor up. It is now dry docked and has 
been largely restored to its original condition. 
Then it was on to the main act. I found the 
historical early part of the exhibition detailing 
Belfast’s development very interesting. The 
display of a small part of the infrastructure 
build to construct the Titanic and the 
Olympic tried to give an idea of its almost 
overwhelming scale – it didn’t quite manage 
to convey how huge it was though.  
The latter part of the exhibition was given 
over to the sinking of the Titanic and 
subsequent discovery and exploration of the 
wreck. One would have thought that it was the only ship to have gone down in tragic circumstances such 
was the monopoly it holds. At one point we were afforded a view of the dock area with the outline of the 
hulls of the Titanic and the Olympic where they were constructed side by side, now filled in and concreted 
over. To be honest, I think they’ve missed a trick here; a fullsized replica ship to house the exhibition 
would have brought home the size of the ships much better than the somewhat claustrophobic and 
disorientating pile that they have instead; that would have been quite Iconic! (Did you see what I did there?) 
And so the trip drew to a close with just enough time for a final pint of Guinness before heading back to 
the airport. A thoroughly enjoyable visit, thank you Will for the idea and the arrangements. I wonder where 
we can go next year. Well there’s Ypres…….. 
 
Andrew Higson 

 

    POP-UP SIMULATION – JUST ONE AT A TIME 

Pop-up simulation - just one at a time! 
When teaching a new ringer from scratch it can take varying amounts of rope time, but, often long periods 
of repetitive ringing whether you are teaching traditionally or practicing for Learning the Ropes Levels 1 
and 2. This can be very annoying to your neighbours so “silent practice” has the major benefit of allowing 
you to ring for longer periods or at unsociable hours, or on multiple bells teaching a number of ringers at 
the same time. It also offers a lot of useful information for feedback and allows the learner to ring with 
other bells without the need for actual ringers! 
 
Silent practice can be used at the various Ringing Centres and towers fitted with simulators BUT the 
original idea behind Belfree and Simbell was to make silent practice available in any tower, on a temporary 
basis. Steve Farmer (Simbel) and I (Belfree) have found since the launch of our products that nearly all 
interest has been for full installations of six or eight bell setups for various towers. Part of our original 
concept for these new types of wireless sensors was that they should be simple and straight forward to set-
up, thus giving the possibility of easily portable, ”pop-up” silent ringing in any tower! 
 
All that is required is a clapper “full muffle” or “tie” (i.e. motorcycle tyre segment, other such muffle or 
rope), a single sensor mounted on the training bell, and a dongle receiver which plugs into a reasonable 
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specification Windows PC running one of the simulator software packages (Abel, Beltower or Virtual 
Belfry) or for teaching bell handling just software that goes “bong” at the right time! This applies to both 
Belfree and Simbell sensor setups. 
 
In the near future it will be possible to attach the dongle to a suitable Android Smart Phone or Tablet 
running the newly released Methodology app (See Google Play Store) but in the meantime it is possible to 
buy a reasonable spec second hand Windows 8 or 10 PC online for £200 to £400. 
 
Belfree uses a simple mount which is fastened to the wheel and the sensor clipped in. Simbell uses 
reflective tape which is attached to the wheel and the photo sensor fastened to the frame with Velcro or zip 
ties as per the instructions on the respective websites. Both offer a “try before you buy” option for the 
sensors. See respective websites for further information. 
 
All you should have to do then is to plug in the dongle and open and set up your chosen simulator package 
and away you go. In either case it’s then easy to leave either the mount or the reflective tape on the wheel 
making it easy and quick to set up prior to a practice session and pass on to another tower in-between if 
required. 
 
For LtR Level 2 practice you can use the simulator with the learner ringing any bell to simulate covering or 
ringing rounds with a set of perfect ringers; no need for your band to ring endless rounds in the early stages 
of learning. The striking statistics can be very useful for giving immediate feedback and also provides a 
valuable measure of progress and in some cases, especially younger learners, a competitive element to keep 
them interested too. 
 
“It’s not rocket science” and can make a huge difference to the amount of rope time you can make 
available. Simulation is NOT just for Ringing Centres and I would strongly recommend anyone interested 
to attend one of the ART Simulator Awareness and Teaching LtR with a Simulator Workshops where they 
can learn how to set things up and teach bell ringing using this technology or alternatively please contact 
me to either discuss what can be done or arrange a visit to Oadby or Hathern to see this is action and see if 
it’s for you? 
2 Single Sensor Belfree Packages have been given to LDG and can be loaned from either Mark Pendery or 
myself for teaching a learner in an LDG tower.  N.B. A PC will need to be provided by the “tower” with 
Virtual Belfry or one of the other packages installed.  
 
Tony Croft (Belfree & ART) - email: the.crofties.32@gmail.com 
 http://www.simbell.co.uk   http://www.belfree.co.uk     http://www.belfryware.com/ 
Originally published in ART Works magazine. 
 

 

 

     

 

Tony Croft                      

 

ROBERT M KILBY MEMORIAL PEAL 
 
 

Bob Kilby was a ringer at Countesthorpe, intermittently, between the 60’s and 80’s. He rang 58 peals, mainly 
on 8 bells and did not conduct any.  He was a mathematical person and applied these skills to composing, 
mainly Stedman Caters. 
 
When he died in 2017 he left a sum of money to the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers with the wish: 

http://www.belfree.co.uk/
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‘that such funds shall be used by the Central Church Council to arrange annually a peal of Stedman Caters the 
band to include when possible one ringer for his or her first peal of Stedman Caters such peal to be known as 
“The Robert M Kilby Memorial Peal”.’ 
 
When this money was received The Council Officers decided that the first such peal should be rung by the 
Leicester Guild, his home territory.  The first attempt in May was not successful but it was re-arranged for 
Saturday 27th October 2018 at St Mary de Castro. 
 
The peal was :- 
 
St Mary de Castro 
Saturday, 27 October 2018 in 3h 5 (15–3–3 in E) 
5055 Stedman Caters 
Composed by RM Kilby ((From 5300 No 14)) 
1 Sally A Brown 
2 Nicola Carling 
3 David G Carling 
4 Joanne L White 
5 Richard Bimson 
6 Mark A Boylan (C) 
7 Terry M Astill 
8 Andrew J Preston 
9 Mark J Pendery 
10 Luke G Groom 
 
First in method: 5,8 & as conductor. Robert M Kilby memorial peal. 
 
 

                                          GUILD QUARTER PEAL BAND 

 

Guild members rang a half muffled quarter peal as a mark of respect recognising the depth of feeling across the 
County following the helicopter crash 27th October where five people sadly died at the Leicester City Football  
Stadium. 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/comp.php?id=2269111
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Leicester Cathedral                                                                                                                                          
Friday 2nd November 2018 in 50 minutes                                                                                                                
1259 Grandsire Triples                                                                                                                                      
Composed by J.S. Warboys                                                                                                                                   
1 Nicky Carling                                                                                                                                                    
2 Will Norton                                                                                                                                                      
3 Christine Hurst                                                                                                                                                     
4 Garry Mason                                                                                                                                                        
5 Mark Pendery                                                                                                                                                   
6 Mick Angrave                                                                                                                                                        
7 Dave Carling ©                                                                                                                                                
8 Francis Fisher                                                                                                                                                       
Details of the quarter peal rung at St Margaret’s Leicester appear below 

 

                                                           

                                                                 FIRST QUARTER PEAL 

Leicester St. Margaret’s                                                                                                                                        
Saturday 3rd November 2018 in 43 minutes                                                                                                             
1260 Plain Bob Minor                                                                                                                                           
1 Carol N. J. Franklin                                                                                                                                               
2 Stephen H. Hull *                                                                                                                                                 
3 David J. Hanby                                                                                                                                                
4 Stephen Hanby                                                                                                                                                 
5 Christopher J. Newman                                                                                                                                  
6 Michael Angrave ©                                                                                                                                              
First quarter 2                                                                                                                                                              
Rung half muffled in memory of the five killed in the helicopter accident at the Leicester City Football Club:  
Vichai Sirvaddhanaprabba; Eric Swaffer, Izabela Rosa Lechowicz, Nusara Suknamai, Kaveporn Punpara 

 

OBITUARY – CELIA HARRIS  

                        5th December 1934 – 13th October 2018 

Celia, like Rachel, her daughter who sadly died 3 years ago, was deeply loved.                  
She had touched so many hearts throughout her life in so many ways, and we      
all remember her warm, loving and generous nature. She has rung at Hathern     
and in many towers in Leicestershire and further afield for over 67 years. 

The Hathern and Allendale, Northumberland (where she moved 2 years ago)   
bands are going to miss her enormously. Some memories from one of her       
many friends. 

She attended Loughborough High School for Girls and commenced her lifelong   
love of bellringing when the Endowed Schools used to have joint practices at the   
Bell Foundry in the school dinner hour so she thought that she would go along   
and give it a go! 

She and Tom were set up on a ‘blind date ‘ by the late Bill Hall (Shepshed) and 
the late Frank Chambers (Woodhouse Eaves) – I believe that one of them went

along to spy on the meeting to see if they actually  turned up – and the rest is history. 

I recall going to the District meeting and a very heavily pregnant Celia turned up and even had a ring – she      
said that she thought it might start things off. Maybe where Rachel got her love of ringing? 
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Her last job was as a primary school teacher at St. Winefride’s Catholic Primary School Shepshed – and she     
told me with a wry smile on her face that, when she went for the interview they really wanted someone who    
attended a Catholic church, but because she could play the piano (which was a criteria for the job) and was      
they only applicant who could and regularly attended a church, albeit Church of England, she would do!! She  
told me she was very happy there. 

I remember these events fondly and I will miss our chats that we had about ‘the old days’ 

I personally will always remember her talking to the learners I taught in later years that they should ”….. love  
their rope!’ A really good tip. 

Celia was a wonderful lady who anyone who met her will not forget easily. Very humble and loving. She is     
missed greatly. 

These and other quarter peals have been rung by her friends in her memory :- 

Leicester Diocesan Guild                                                                                                                                   
Hathern,  Leicestershire                                                                                                                                      
St Peter and St. Paul                                                                                                                                                
Friday 2nd November 2018 in 2 hrs 46 mins (9-2-12 in G)                                                                                   
5056 Spliced Surprise Major (6m)                                                                                                                      
1024 Rutland; 864 each Lincolnshire,Yorkshire; 768 each Cambridge, Pudsey, Superlative.137 com                    
Composed by R.P.Graves                                                                                                                                    
1 Sally A Brown                                                                                                                                                      
2 John F Mulvey                                                                                                                                                  
3 Robert J. Marchbank                                                                                                                                            
4 J Stuart Brown                                                                                                                                                       
5 Colin Aked                                                                                                                                                           
6 Malcolm Quimby                                                                                                                                             
7 R. Philip Graves ©                                                                                                                                                
8 J. Michael Roberts                                                                                                                                                                
Rung in memory of and to celebrate the life of Celia Harris (nee Cowley) for many years ringer at this church   
and prior to that, Loughborough All Saints 

Leicester Diocesan Guild                                                                                                                                    
Hathern Leicestershire                                                                                                                                        
St. Peter and St. Paul                                                                                                                                                 
Sunday 4th November 2018 in 44 m (9-2-12 in G)                                                                                                    
1260 Plain Bob Triples                                                                                                                                         
1 Rosamund Graves                                                                                                                                                
2 Mary Barrass                                                                                                                                                        
3 Viv Matravers                                                                                                                                                      
4 Valerie Baxter                                                                                                                                                      
5 Cara Tatterton                                                                                                                                                      
6 Graham Knight                                                                                                                                                
7 R. Philip Graves ©                                                                                                                                                         
8 Tony Croft                                                                                                                                                           
Rung in memory of and to celebrate the life of Celia Harris (nee Cowley), for many years a ringer at this church.
Rung by the Sunday Service Band. 

 

                                                             ALAN JACQUES AWARD 2018 
 
We know you won't believe it, but, after a very close round of voting it emerged that Garry Mason would be 
the recipient of the Alan Jacques award for 2018! At the AGM the trophy was presented by one of last year’s 
winners Izabelle Bimson. Garry was left speechless. A first for many years apparently! 
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                                                                  WE REMEMBERED  

"We remembered” – a message from the President of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. 

Last Sunday – Remembrance Sunday – we were called to “look to” and take part in a most momentous 
commemoration.  Being so intimately linked in to our local communities, it was no surprise that bellringers 
everywhere stepped forward to participate, collectively and individually, in such a solemn centenary. 

And it is entirely right and fitting that bells gave voice to the deep and lasting emotions felt so widely at this 
time.  So many today owe so much to our forebears for the freedoms and liberties that we enjoy one hundred 
years on.  As bellringers, we are the “external choir” that calls out across time and space, giving tribute on this 
day for those who have gone before.  This is what we do, this is our calling, this is our service. 

On behalf of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, I wish to thank all who participated in this historic 
event.  The Ringing Remembers campaign, promoted by the Central Council, has claimed some inspiring 
headlines – towers silent for many years have rung out once more; hundreds of bands have been augmented 
with new learners; tens of thousands of ringers mobilised to ring in thousands of towers – not just in the UK, 
but across the world; ringing featured strongly in local, national and international media; and the BellBoard 
website went into meltdown! 

Our campaign sought to recruit 1400 new ringers, to symbolically replace those ringers who fell in the First 
World War.  At the most recent count, new ringer registrations for the recruitment campaign totalled 2792 – 
close to 200% of the original target.  The Council’s newly-stated mission is, among other things, “to promote 
an environment in which ringing can flourish”.  Last Sunday we witnessed what “flourish” looks like – more 
of that please. 

Whilst it is impossible to thank all key individuals by name, I would like to pay a special tribute to Vicki 
Chapman – Ringing Remembers Project Coordinator, Colin Chapman – Coordinator’s “roadie”, Alan Regin – 
Steward of the CCCBR Rolls of Honour, Andrew Hall – developer and administrator of the Ringing 
Remembers web platform, and Bruce & Eileen Butler – who linked thousands of enquirers to guilds, districts 
and towers.  And there are so many others… 

My thanks go also to all those who have come to ringing through this route – may you continue to develop in 
skill, and gain many happy years of fulfilment in your ringing.  And to that widespread army of ringing teachers 
who have risen to the challenge of training so many enthusiastic learners – well done! 

Last Sunday was a day of reflection, a day of commemoration, a day of participation.  Bellringers everywhere 
were able to say – “I was there – I remembered”. 

 
Christopher O’Mahony 

                                       
 
 
                                 SHAWELL LEARNERS RING ON REMEMBRANCE DAY. 
 
During the summer, the tower at Catthorpe was repaired and (after some maintenance) the bells were able 
to be rung again.  As there were no ringers in the village, we held an open afternoon at Shawell for anyone 
interested in learning. Consequently, we started to teach 2 couples from Catthorpe, plus a father and son 
from Shawell.  By the start of November all 6 could ring a bell well enough to ring at their respective towers 
for the big day. 
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The Shawell Remembrance Day ringers (with our new ringers, Adrian & Ollie). 

 
Our 4 new Catthorpe ringers and us! 
Andy & Daphne Hinton 
 

 

CHANGES TO THE APPLICATION PROCESS TO OUR BELL            
RESTORATION FUND 
 
 

Our Bell Restoration Fund has provided grants to churches over many years. These have enabled bells to 
keep ringing, and bell installations to be improved. Thanks to our donors and the efforts of members who 
have helped to raise money in many different ways, we have recently been delighted to help Ibstock with a 
grant of £4,500, and have offered £6,000 to Swithland towards rehanging their bells. Sums like this really 
make a difference when major work is required. 
The Guild would like to encourage applications from towers carrying out less ambitious works. 

Rule changes agreed at the recent Guild AGM have introduced a simpler application 
process for smaller projects which fall within the remit of our criteria (note this does 
not include new stays or ropes).  
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Previously, all applications have been considered annually, and this process still applies if your tower would 
like a grant for more than £300, or more than 15% of the cost of the work. In other cases, provided you 
have a quote and have obtained any faculty which may be required, an application can be made at any time. 
In most cases you should receive a response within six weeks, and possibly much sooner, although there 
may be cases where the Guild’s committees require further information before making a decision.   
Examples: 
Cost of work  amount needed  % needed application date 
£3,000  £360   12%  31 July (more than £300) 
£3,000   £300   10%  any time 
£1,000  £200   20%  31 July (more than 15%) 
£1,000  £150   15%  any time 
 
The same application form is required for either process and, as now, payment will only be made where 
work is complete and against an invoice for the cost. The form can be found on the Guild website, where 
you can also find full criteria and a list of fund-raising sources, which includes ideas to help you to raise the 
rest of the money you need. 
 
Pam Fisher 
 
 
 
 
 
    AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
Hinckley :-     
 
NEW ACTIVE RINGER AT STONEY STANTON 
 
 
The September Scarecrow Festival in Stoney Stanton saw a new recruit to ringing playing an active role.  
Worzel Ringman hasn’t been a member of the Stanton band for very long, but it’s clear from photographs 
taken at the festival that he already understands the principle of raising his arms well above his head, and 
keeping his hands close together on the rope. 

  
 
Demonstrating ringing proved so enjoyable that Worzel took advantage of the Harvest Festival at Sapcote 
Church to pop along for a visit, perch himself on a window ledge and urge more learners to join him. 
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The fine weather in October tempted him out once more for the Hinckley District meeting ...... He visited 
Frolesworth, Leire, and Broughton Astley, and wound up a lively day by sharing the Ringers tea and 
embracing the Rector. 

   
 
Worzel is anxious to extend his ringing and is available to assist at weddings, Tower Open Days and 
Scarecrow Festivals and hopes to attend the next Ringing Course, but the rumour going around Hinckley 

   District is that he intends 
to run for District Secretary in 2019 is (we’re sorry to say), ‘false news’ ............................         
 
 
Margie Brimacombe 
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Leicester :- 
 
The Leicester District held their AGM on Saturday 1st December at Ratby. Thanks to Pam and Francis Fisher 
for organising the new venue at short notice. We rang at Ratby in the morning and then had lunch in the hall. 
Thanks to Pam Fisher, Sue Mason, Nicky Carling and Kathryn Cook for helping set up and clearing away.  
The meeting was held after lunch. The district reported another successful year.  
The following officers were elected :- 
Chairman Anthony Hayward 
Secretary Dave Carling 
Ringing Masters Garry Mason and Lewis Benfield 
BRF Committee Representative Garry Mason 
R&E representative Mark Pendery 
Thank you to all outgoing officers and Thank you to the district members and Guild officers for all the help 
and support over the last 10 years I have served as secretary. 
Angela Preston 
 
 
Loughborough :- 

Ringing Up and Down in Peal Course 
Saturday 6 October at Oaks in Charnwood Church 

Having not been near a bell rope for 6 weeks following an operation on my foot I was doubly apprehensive 
about being a student on the above! Being able to ring up and down together in time with the rest of the 
band is a skill I have tried to attain and my inability to do so has almost made me give up ringing. The 
humiliation of messing up the first action of the ringing band and spoiling the rise for all around you is not 
a nice place to be. All the shouts of “you’re too wide “or “ you’re getting too close”,  “pull it “ and  “listen 
to your bell” are of course well-meaning and try to help the flounder back in the right place but to anyone 
who has had this experience will know you are soon on the wrong stroke and you have gone from bad to 
worse! 
I listened very attentively to our tutor Phil Graves who started with coffee or rather started explaining the 
theory over coffee. I am sure Phil didn’t need all the drug giving qualities from the caffeine as I did to 
reduce my apprehension. Everyone was introduced and up we went to the tower and almost instantly all 
the above nervousness disappeared in such a friendly and super supportive atmosphere.  
We did lots of rising and lowering practice and the intensity of the practice did not let up at all.  It actually 
got really confusing as to whether the bells were up or down not of course to Phil and helpers who were all 
so calm and remained smiling and good humoured and you could feel them willing all the students on. 
I would thoroughly recommend the course. Has my ability to accompany the rest of the band i.e. to ring up 
and down in peal  improved? 
Well… yes it has! It still needs refinement but I am certainly more confident in a much better place than 
before the course and most of the time am ”in peal” with the rest of the band. THANK YOU Phil and 
helpers and to Izabelle for all the arrangements. 
With best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year. 
Viv Matravers 
 
Market Harborough District :- 
 
Bells around the District rang out over the weekend of 10th/11th November marking Armistice-100.  Not 
all towers rang on Sunday at 12:30, but 23 of the 27 towers with 5 or more bells in the district rang at some 
time during the day. In many cases the ringing was publicised beforehand, so it not only commemorated 
the centenary, but also provided some excellent publicity for bells and bellringing.   
The District AGM was held at Medbourne on 17th November.  We were pleased to elect four new 
members to the Guild, including one ‘Ringing Remembers’ learner.  Gwenyth Tyler retired as District 
treasures, with Amy Cook taking over: the District, and indeed the Guild, are very grateful to Gwen for her 
dedicated service over many years.  Dan Iliffe joined the committee as R&E Committee rep, but otherwise 
the committee remained unchanged: we still have two vacancies and are seeking appropriate people to fill 
them. 
Oadby 
Armistice-100 was a busy weekend at Oadby.  On Saturday morning a half-muffled quarter peal of 
Grandsire Triples was rung by a University band, marking the centenary of the founding of the University 
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of Leicester – it was established as a ‘living’ memorial to those who gave their lives in the Great War. 
Thanks to John Warboys for providing a composition with lots of music at handstroke, suitable for half-
muffled ringing. 
1259 Grandsire Triples in 47 minutes. 1 Jane Salt (first on 8); 2 Andrea Pygott; 3 Diana Young; 4 Will 
Norton; 5 Steve Peverett; 6 Will Johnson; 7 Dave Carling (c); 8 Andrew Young.  Rung by present and past 
students and staff of University of Leicester, marking the centenary of the founding of the University. 
On Sunday morning the bells were again half-muffled for service ringing.  We were pleased that Matt was 
able to join us for this ringing.  He is a ‘Ringing Remembers’ ringer, who learned in Sheffield over the 
summer.  As an undergraduate at the University, he rings with us during term time, and is coming on in 
leaps and bounds. 
On Sunday evening we rang a quarter of Cambridge Major for “Battle’s over – A nation’s tribute”calling 
for peace and reconciliation.  This was also the 30th anniversary of the first peal on the bells after 
augmentation to eight (also Cambridge Major, rung on 11/11/88).  Four members of the quarter peal band 
also rang in the peal, 30 years ago: Gwenyth Tyler, also in the 1988 peal band, was unable to ring in the 
quarter, but wished to be associated with it. 
1280 Cambridge S Major in 44 minutes. 1 Paul Atkins; 2 Jane Farrelly; 3 Diana Young; 4 Garry Mason; 5 
John Thompson; 6 Roland Cook (c); 7 Andrew Tyler; 8 Andrew Young.  For “Battle’s over – A nation’s 
tribute.” 
 
Andrew Young 
 
Melton :- 
 
The recent meetings at Bottesford, Waltham and Gaddesby (which also hosted our AGM) have been well 
attended many of them boosted by other LDG members visiting us - thanks to those for the help! The main 
event of the past quarter has been the Armistice Day centenary, many of the towers in the District were rung 
on the day.  
An entirely new band rang at Pickwell (where they have been taught to chime in rounds) we hope that some of 
the 8 people that are now ringing there will start to progress to full circle ringing in the new year.  The 
Twyford and surrounding villages band organised a tour of the 7 churches that we regularly ring at to mark the 
occasion.  
 
Peter Brown 
 

                                                                  RISING RINGERS 
 
Since the last Newsletter two meetings have taken place on Saturday 29th September at Leicester Cathedral 
and Saturday 24th November at Market Harborough. A wide variety of methods were rung including Rounds 
& Calls changes, Plain Bob and Grandsire Caters!  
I would like to thank the helpers who give up time to attend throughout the year, without them it would not 
be possible to continue this group. Big thank you to Laura and Sidney Wareing for organising the towers and 
Stephan Semak for being my right-hand man for the youth competition.  
We will continue the monthly meetings during 2019, the dates are as follows. Please attend if you can. 
Saturday 26th January 
Saturday 23rd February 
Saturday 23rd March 
Saturday 27th April 
Saturday 25th May 
Saturday 22nd June 
Saturday 6th July National Youth Competition 
Saturday 27th July 
Saturday 24th August 
Saturday 28th September 
Saturday 26th October  
Saturday 23rd November 
Saturday 28th December 
 
Happy Christmas and New Year                                                                    Mark Pendery 
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                                                  POSTPONED STRIKING COURSE 
 
Previously, all applications have been considered annually, and this process still applies if your tower would 
like a grant for more than £300, or more than 15% of the cost of the work. In other cases, provided you 
have a quote and have obtained a faculty which may be required, an application can be made at any time. In 
most cases you should receive a response within six weeks, and possibly much sooner, although there may 
be cases where the Guild’s committee require further information before making a decision. 
 
Mick Angrave 
 

 
                               SOME THOUGHTS ON ACCURATE STRIKING by ANDREW HIGSON 

                                       Why we should ring with our ears and not our eyes 

Take any instrument other than bells rung full circle and they all have one thing in common – their sound is 
instantaneous: press a piano key and it sounds straight away; blow into a woodwind or brass instrument, the 
sound is instant; hit a drum or glockenspiel, the sound is instant; even handbells and carillon bells are instant. 
The consequence of this is that the player is instantly able to regulate the speed at which they play to be 
rhythmically correct. This fact enables any manner of instruments to be played together in orchestras, brass 
bands and other ensembles.  

So what happens when you ring a bell full circle? You pull off at hand stroke and a little but unspecified while 
later once the bell has spun round in a full circle, the clapper catches up with it and makes it sound, the same 
thing happens at back stroke. Essentially, this means that all bell ringing is predictive and, a bit like predictive 
texting, this is prone to errors in a way that other musical instruments are not. An organist I knew told me of 
an organ he had played where the pneumatic action was so slow that the notes sounded about a quarter of a 
second after the keys were pressed and he said playing it was the hardest thing he had ever had to do and 
could only do it by ignoring what he was hearing and concentrating solely on what his fingers and feet were 
doing. Ringers have to do this all the time! 

The complications don’t end there. To a first approximation, no two bells strike at the same speed and in 
some instances they don’t even strike at the same speed at hand stroke as they do at back stroke. How on 
earth as ringers do we regulate this so that all ringing isn’t a cacophonous and syncopated free-for-all? It 
would be bad enough if this was confined to the ringing chamber (nobody likes to listen to badly struck bob 
doubles all the while) but unless your tower is blessed with really good sound control, we inflict this on the 
local population too. Although most casual observers wouldn’t have any idea of the intricacies of change 
ringing they can readily differentiate between good striking and bad striking. I was talking to a piano tuner who 
lives close to a church with bells and he asked why is it that for a bit they bells sound down the scale in an 
even and orderly manner but then they get all jumbled up and clash together before eventually getting back to 
the nice even ringing down the scale. I had to explain that it wasn’t supposed to sound like that! 

Looking at the way learners are taught, once they have mastered handling of a bell they are put into rounds. 
They are encouraged to leave a gap to the person in front which is judged visually with encouragement to ring 
a bit wider or a bit closer. Moving on from rounds, the learner next has to negotiate call changes in so doing 
following different bells requiring a differing gap, again essentially judged visually. Often as the learner 
progresses to managing the mechanics of call changes they will be encouraged to “listen to it”. Eventually the 
concept of plain hunting is introduced and the learner uses his memory skills of the visual gap from his bell to 
any of the other bells to get his bell correctly placed in the change and in so doing picks up the notion of rope 
sight. I’m sure we’ve all heard tutors encouraging the learner to ring quicker or slower depending whether they 
are hunting down or up.  

This route, or at least something along these lines, is an essential route into ringing a bell in changes. 
However there comes a point where something more is needed in order to fine tune the learner’s ability to 
strike a bell accurately. Certainly some of this can be done visually and the repeated memory of being told to 
“hold your back stroke off” for instance can result in an improvement in striking. Technically, people can learn 
quite complicated methods and may well be able to see the ropes even on higher numbers but can we really 
expect to remember the visual gap between ourselves and eleven other bells at both handstroke and 
backstroke, twenty two bits of information we need to include along with the method we’re ringing. How can 
we ever hope to ring well? 
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The missing link, if I can use that analogy, is the instruction in and development of a good listening technique. 
Ringing basics have to be taught as a visual exercise but there is so much more to be gained by listening to 
your bell in relationship to other bells and learning to make your own adjustments to spacings that are not 
based on someone else’s say so. Having mastered this, it is so much easier to begin to develop a feel for the 
rhythm of your bell in amongst the other bells making reliance on rope sight alone so much less important. 
I’ve seen so many times where learners lose their rope sight and hold their bell up; there is no earthly chance 
of that being right. I’ve asked them afterwards why they held up rather than continuing to ring at the same 
pace that they were before getting lost and it always comes back to them not understanding that they have to 
keep to a rhythm – stopping is bound to be wrong. If you’ve got the measure of the pace at which you should 
be ringing even if you miss seeing a bell you’ve got a really good chance of being in the right place. I recall 
ringing a peal of Stedman Cinques at Leicester Cathedral and I was placed on the treble; the difference in 
speeds at which the back bells strike in relationship to the front bells makes a nonsense of rope sight and I 
know that there were a couple of instances during the peal where I wasn’t at all sure which bell I was working 
with - but having a feel for the rhythm of the ringing meant that I was able to place my bell despite the visual 
aberration. 

Do we actually need to be able to see to be able to strike well? Have a look at this clip of a blindfolded 
Birmingham band ringing Stedman Triples and judge for 
yourselves: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iUCCv3mpyA 

The listening course that has been planned is aimed at taking some first steps towards this goal. We will work 
on ringing facing out of the circle rather than inwards, so you can’t see anyone apart from your immediate 
neighbours and then only if you choose to look. However, you will be able to hear them and learn to use 
hearing as a guide to striking more accurately. Whether we just ring rounds or advance to trying some 
methods depends on how well everyone gets on. If you can’t do it at first, it doesn’t mean you’re no good, just 
that more practice is needed - most ringers can expect to find this quite a challenge, no matter whether they 
are posh method ringers, or rounds / call changes & tenor-behind ringers.  I aim to have fun doing it and hope 
that you will feel the same. 

                                                                       PROGRESSING RINGERS 

We have continued to meet on a monthly basis and the meetings have proved very useful for people who want 
lots of practice at the target methods. Typically, people learning Plain Bob, Grandsire and Stedman have the 
chance to ring repeated plain course or touches with the support of a strong hand. Practice, as they say, makes 
perfect! We can usually accommodate courses of Surprise minor and Major as well. With refreshments 
provided, the meetings are also enjoyable social occasions We love seeing new faces so feel free to come along  
and tell us your needs. 

Heather Morris 

                                                     TOILETS GOING, SHE'S GONE! 
 
Relief is at hand for ringers at St Peter's, Gaulby, pictured prior to ringing a sponsored quarter peal of Plain 
Bob Doubles for the church's project.  The team were flushed with success and raised over £750.  The final 
amount to be confirmed when the paperwork is all in.  
The tower has been the subject of amusement to visiting ringers in the last few years following installation of a 
toilet cubicle in the ground floor ringing room.  The cubicle door currently has to be dismantled in order to 
ring the tenor with the designated ringer standing very close to the plumbing.  
The project aims to raise £60,000 to create a community area at the rear of the main body of the church.  The 
kitchenette will be extended and the ground floor ringing room altered into a new, fully accessible toilet and 
storage area.  The ringers will be elevated to a new first floor ringing room and will benefit from a new set of 
ropes. A late problem has emerged as regards the Faculty wording which may delay ringing again though 
building work is commencing in January. 
Visiting ringers will be welcome to inspect the new facilities upon completion. 

 

Photo left to right :- Steve Millington, Amy Cook, Henry Jones, Arthur Rees, Roland Cook, Rose Parker 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iUCCv3mpyA
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 Annual Dinner  
Will be held at 

Leicestershire County Cricket Club 
On 

Saturday 23th February 2019 at 7 for 7.30pm 
£26 per head 

Please send names, menu choices, payment and an indication of who you would like 
to sit with to secretary@leicesterdg.org.uk by 13th February. Cheques 
should be made payable to LDGCBR or contact secretary/treasurer to 
make a bank transfer. 

 
Menu 

Warm Tartlet of Scottish Salmon, Chive & Vine tomato with Rocket & Lollo Rosso 
 

Twice Baked Cheddar & Caramelised Onion Scuffle set on a Pea shoot and Red Basil Salad 
 

Traditional French Onion Soup with Cheese Croûte 
 

* * * * *§ 
Herb Crusted Loin of Cod served with an Old Nick Cheddar and onion Sauce 

 
Pan Fried Fillet of Beef Medallions with a cream & green peppercorn sauce 

 
Huntsman’s Butterfly Chicken Breast with a rich chasseur sauce 

(of mushrooms, bacon, and merlot) 
 

Vegetable & Sweet Potato Bake 
 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Selection of Market Vegetables 

 
* * * * * 

Apple & Berry Crumble with Custard 
 

Warm Chocolate Brownie with toffee sauce and salted caramel ice cream 
 

Glazed Lemon Tart with crème fraiche & wild honey 
 

* * * * * 
Fresh Ground Cafetiere Coffee 

“Red Fox” Mints 
 

mailto:secretary@leicesterdg.org.uk
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