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NEWSLETTER TWENTY TWO    /          DECEMBER    2013            /    www.leicesterldg.org 
 
 

EDITORIAL 
The 2013 Guild AGM was held at Twyford where we were royally looked after by the local ringers 
who, in addition to providing a sumptuous tea, put a great deal of hard work into a successful 
team quiz which included some professional standard guitar playing by Peter Brown. Many 
thanks to all of you. 
The meeting gave those present the opportunity to thank the retiring Guild President, Arthur 
Rees, for his hard work during the last four years; our new Guild President is Nicholas Parr to 
whom we extend our best wishes. 
Roland Cook also retired as the Guild Ringing Master, a post he has held since it was first 
introduced some years ago. Having done a superb job he fully deserves a rest. Our new Guild 
Ringing Master is Nicky Mason who will be ably assisted by Dave Carling. 
 
GUILD DINNER: Although full details appear elsewhere in this Newsletter please pencil in the 
date for the Guild Dinner, which will be held at Leicester College on FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY. If 
last year is anything to go by it will be a very enjoyable and convivial evening and, we are told, 
the guest speaker, Chris Mew, is worth the price of the ticket alone. 
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NO LONGER WITH US 
 
Roy England, Peatling Parva, died 3rd September 2013  
 
Maureen Carter, Wigston Magna died 23rd September 2013  
 
Eddie Martin died 18th November 2013 - Eddie was a native of Great Bowden but had lived in the USA 
for many years with his wife Ann. As a younger man he was a staunch supporter of the Market 
Harborough District and, for a time, was the District Ringing Master. He loved Stedman and was an 
enthusiastic composer of many touches, both short and long. 

xfghad   Contents  
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RINGING GIANTS OF VICTORIAN 
LEICESTER 

 

By R. Kingsley Mason 
 

Number 1 
 

JOHN ‘Jack’ BUTTERY 
 

 
 

John Buttery was born in Leicester on 6th February, 1851. Whilst still a boy, 
his parents moved to Thurcaston; where at the age of twelve, he rang for 
the  wedding of HRH the Prince of Wales, later to become King Edward VII. 
Three years later, his family returned to Leicester and he was articled to a 
solicitor. 
 
He was not, however, destined to follow this course and left the ‘musty’ 
atmosphere of the law for more congenial employment. At this time, he 
became a regular ringer at St Margaret’s tower, which was the stronghold of 
local change-ringing. 
 
In 1869 he rang his first peal on the ‘old eight’ at Loughborough parish 

church, this was 5040 Grandsire Triples and conducted by Alfred Millis. 
 
Once started, he began to fathom things out for himself and was frequently in correspondence with the 
late Henry Hubbard and Henry Johnson of Birmingham, regarding composition.  When the first peal was 
rung at St Mark’s, Leicester in 1872, it was John Buttery who asserted and proved it false.  In that same 
year, he conducted his first peal on the bells of St Mary’s, Leicester.  After that peal, he was generally 
looked upon as the ‘up and coming’ conductor.  Edward Biggs was the principal conductor; a position he 
had held for nearly 40 years and John Buttery saw that an opening was coming for him. 
 
In 1874 he rang in a peal of Caters at St Mary’s Nottingham and in 1877 composed and conducted the 
centenary peal of Caters at St Margaret’s, Leicester, commemorating the 10,080 rung in 1777.  Edward 
Biggs died in 1879 and thereafter, most of the conducting fell to the lot of Jack.  He conducted the first 
peal of Stedman Triples rung in Leicester and in 1885 the first peal of Grandsire Caters by the Midland 
Counties Association; also the first of Stedman Caters two years later for the Jubilee of Queen Victoria. 
 
He was a really loveable character and had an ingratiating way with him; he could ‘wheedle’ money out 
of anybody.  After he had conducted the first peal of Stedman Caters in Leicester, he went round all the 
factories, offices and shops - not only in the parish, but all over the town - collecting for a peal board to 
record this ‘unique performance’.  The ringers of other churches in the town found out and threatened to 
expose him unless he disclosed the amount of money he had raised.  Eventually, he not only had the 
most elaborate peal board erected at St Margaret’s, but he treated all of the Leicester ringers to a tripe 
and onion supper! 
 
Of sturdy build, he ‘turned in’ the difficult 30cwt tenor to the first peal of T.B. Royal in Leicester; this was 
5000 Kent Treble Bob in 3 hours and 40 minutes at St Margaret’s on 5th December, 1891. 
 
In 1894 he conducted Thurstan’s four-part peal of Stedman Triples ‘in hand’ and five years later the first 
of Stedman Caters on handbells in the county.  He rang in the first handbell peal to be rung in Leicester 
and indeed the County and was one of the famous company who rang in the ‘silent’ handbell peals of 
Stedman Triples, Caters and Cinques. 
 
On 14th November, 1896 a peal of Grandsire Caters was rung at St Margaret’s conducted by William 
Willson - who was a protégé of Jack  -  to mark the 25th wedding anniversary of Jack and his wife Fanny;  
the footnote concluded “..........many years conductor in this tower with success”.  Ringers in the town 
made him have the last two words painted out, as they considered it egotistical. The painted out words 
can still be easily seen to this day, when the light catches them through the south window! 
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On the day of the Coronation of King Edward VII, ringing was organised on a rota basis throughout the 
town and started at St Margaret’s at 8.00am for one hour, then other towers in turn. The next turn at St 
Margaret’s was to be from 1 - 2 pm but ‘old Jack’ instead of going home, spent the time in the nearby 
‘Queen Victoria’  [this was in Churchgate opposite the tower. The building survived until St Margaret’s 
Way was constructed. In later years it was an office of Bass, Ratcliff and Gretton, the brewers] then on to 
St Martin’s where they rang a full peal and Jack went to the ‘King and Crown’ hotel in Town Hall Lane 
(now Guildhall Lane) to listen to it! 
 
The day`s ringing was due to finish at St Margaret’s and the ringers watched Jack (from the belfry 
window)   coming   down    Church   Gate   reeling  all  over  the  pavement  with  his walking  stick  held  
straight out in front of him as if it was pointing the way!  The ringers managed to get him up the tower 
stairs and into the belfry.  On entering, he dropped down in the window seat and went fast asleep whilst 
Stedman Caters was being rung.   He was aroused and made to ring in the final ‘touch’ of the day -  much 
to the amusement of the rest of the band watching him try to find the rope end - which he failed to do.  It 
was put in his hand and then he could then see several sallies and could not get the right one. When he 
eventually did - on the 2nd - they set off and rang a perfect ‘touch’ Jack never missing a dodge or making 
a miss-blow. It was simply amazing!  
 
He was a grand man and an outstanding character with many wonderful talents.  
He died on 19th December, 1913 aged 62 and was laid at the hillside cemetery of Gilroes, just within 
sound of the bells he loved. 
 
Six ringers bore him to his long home:  Alfred Martin, James Harris, Edward Smith, George Cleal, Ernest  
Morris and Josiah Morris; the last-named four ringing a course of Grandsire Triples over the grave. 
   
William Willson at the conclusion of his eulogy, stated “while bells shall last the name of John Buttery will 
not be forgotten". A wonderful tribute. 
 

                          
 

This A5 booklet of 20pp 
+ 4pp cover is illustrated 
with reproductions from 
the ringing records of 
the late William Willson. 
 
It is a record of the 
development of 
handbell ringing skills in 
Leicester and the 
records made by ringers 
such as John Buttery - 
featured in the article on 
the preceding page. 
 
It is available only from 
Kingsley Mason at £3.00 
per copy, including UK 
postage. 
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A GLIMPSE OF THE PAST 

 
                       As a young lad, learning to handle a bell at St.Margaret`s, Leicester, I remember a very large ringer who would 

appear from time to time and, invariably, ring the tenor. Prior to it being rehung the tenor at St.Margaret`s was a 
real handful but our `very large ringer`, Colin P. Walker, always seemed to cope with it quite well as it `sucked 
and blowed`, usually without prior notice. 

                         Colin was a schoolteacher and married the daughter of the well known Wigston Magna ringer, the late Joe 
Carter. Although he liked his ringing his great passion was steam railways. (During one St.Margaret`s outing to 
Shropshire Colin suddenly took himself off to inspect some engines of the Great Western Region and the coach 
had to eventually leave minus one passenger. Nothing unusual there, I was informed). 

                         Wilfred Williams was a prominent ringer at St.Paul`s Cathedral and the story goes that he came to Leicester for a 
peal at St. Margaret`s and attended Friday night practice to `sample` the tenor. Colin Walker disappeared 
upstairs and, as Wilfred pulled off, Colin Walker checked the wheel. The bell dropped. Wilfred heaved, Colin 
pushed the wheel pulling Wilfred off his feet. Wilfred never rang the tenor to the following day`s peal; he was 
apparently dissuaded by his Friday night experience. 

                         Colin himself once turned the tenor into a peal of Royal in 3 hours 22 minutes to commemorate the 5th Birthday 
of HRH Prince Charles. Apparently his hands were in a wretched condition afterwards; probably justice after his 
joke on Wilfred Williams. 

                         That particular peal is recorded on a beautiful slate peal board next to the tenor box in St. Margaret`s belfry and I 
noticed that the ringer of the treble had been John Enoch Cook. My goodness, there would need to be a separate 
supplement to cover the stories attributed to this gentleman, originally of Branston, Lincolnshire and a former 
ringer of All Saints, Leicester. 

                         What of Colin Walker? He moved away from Leicester to live in North Wales and there was one occasion before 
he died when our paths crossed for the first time in an age. I hardly recognised the slim figure in front of me and 
he was nothing like the Colin Walker I remembered from my youth. I certainly would not have known who he 
was without a little prompting from a mutual friend. 

                         GWM                                                        
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                            

FACEBOOK 
Facebook - why do I need that? 
I was asked by your Editor to write up a little piece for this esteemed publication about the Guild Facebook 
group. The group was started by Guild members in an effort to provide a new communication channel to 
and between Guild members and currently has (just) over 100 subscribers. 
 
Q:- What is a Facebook group? 
A Facebook group is a place on the Facebook site that all users who are in the group can find information 
related to that group - in our case, stuff about LDG. Because of the way Facebook works, when people post 
messages in the group they appear in the news feed that members see when they login to Facebook. 
 
Q: - When you say “stuff about LDG" what do you mean? 
The beauty of the Facebook group is that any of the members can post information - unlike the Guild 
website, you don't need to be a member of the General Committee. A post can be anything from reminders 
about upcoming events like Progressing Ringers; it could be photos from the Guild AGM; it can be tower 
news - how was your practice last night? Are you short for Wedding Ringers? Put it up on the group page. 
What you can be sure of is that whatever you post, 100+ other Guild members will see it. 

 
Q: - Do I need to have Facebook? 
You do need to have a Facebook account, yes - those are Facebook's rules and not mine. Go to 
www.facebook.com to sign up. 
 
Q: - I have a Facebook account, how do I join? 
Simples! Login to Facebook, look for the search box and type in "Leicester Diocesan Guild of Church Bell 
Ringers". You should be directed to our page, and you will then see a box to "join" the group. You can also 
find a link to the group from the Guild Web pages. 
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Q: - So does this mean you'll stop using email? Phone? Mail? Carrier pigeon? Advertising in the Ringing 
World? Is it compulsory to join?  
No! It`s just another way for information to be shared, that we think many people will find useful and 
hopefully interesting. Well ...... apart from photos of Garry, :) 
 
John Cook 
 

 
TOWER SPOTLIGHT   - THURCASTON TOWER AND HANDBELL RINGERS. 

 
We are a thriving 8 bell tower and, no doubt, like many other towers, are going through an evolutionary 
process.    Elderly ringers are retiring and new ringers are being nurtured to take their places.  So long as 
the numbers add up then we can continue to go forward. 
I became tower captain in the year 2000.  It was a steep learning curve.  It has been particularly difficult for 
Judy and I to learn to ring at our ages and in order to enable the tower band to make progress it has been 
important to keep ahead. No ITTS then!  We were very grateful to Clive and Kate Mobbs who taught us to 
teach our first two learners in 2001.    I took a video of 
each stage of bell handling, which I transferred to DVD, 
and have used ever since as an aid when teaching new 
recruits.   I have to say that the only addition to the 
stages towards handling a bell the Mobbs’ taught us is 
the ITTS idea to start from the bell being down.  This, I 
hasten to add, is  an excellent approach and means 
that the learner has no fear of ringing up and that part 
of the process, including ringing down,  is learned  a lot 
more quickly. 
I taught a 78 year old learner who, some 10 years later, 
regularly rings plain bob and grandsire on our rota and 
continues to make progress. 
Since 2008 we have taught 6 more learners, 4 of whom ring regularly in the band.  The other two, one of 
whom rang his first quarter peal, did not continue due to work commitments.  On the other side of the coin 
we have lost 6 ringers through illness and aging so we cannot afford to be complacent. 
Whenever possible we invite groups like the guides and scouts to the tower although, to date, we only 
seem to attract the leaders! 
We have the usual annual outing, dinner and general meeting and also enter (with not much success) 
teams for the church skittles match and have an annual bbq. We parachute teddies from the tower for the 
summer fete and provide a decoration for harvest. 
Of our learners, five have rung quarters of plain bob doubles and 
one a quarter of plain bob minor.   They are all capable of ringing 
plain hunt on 7 and 8, which is perfectly acceptable for Sunday 
service ringing.  We are aiming to ring 8 bells every Sunday 
although we can only do so once or twice a month at the moment.   
I would hope to recruit at least two more learners to ensure the 
future viability of the tower.  
We have on our rota fifteen ringers and, whilst we are capable of 
ringing plain bob triples when all are present, rely on visitors to ring 
triples and major.   
Judy and i are still trying to keep ahead and are venturing into 
ringing on 10+ bells.   The Ashby 10 bell practice on the first 
Tuesday of the month and the cathedral practice are proving to be 
beneficial.   
I wonder whether the ITTS idea of mentors might be useful for 
ringers at our stage wishing to make further progress. 
I have recently completed module 1 of the ITTS and attended the course for module 2, which has a wealth 
of ideas to make practices more interesting.  I would strongly advocate the scheme to any potential 
teacher/ tower captain. 
Our tower saved for 3 years to purchase a set of handbells from Whitechapel in 2008.  Since that time, 
performing mainly at Christmas, we have collected £2,000.00 for Loros. The joy of handbells is that ringers 
are attracted who might not or cannot venture up the tower to ring the tower bells.   We are beginning to 
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be recognised to the extent that we have a booking for November 2014 and are looking to purchase two 
more bells.  This will enable us to extend our repertoire. 
Our tower practice is from 7.45 until 9.00pm on a Wednesday evening and visiting ringers, to whom a warm 
welcome will be given, are always appreciated. 
 
Peter and Judy Hunt 
 
 
 

News from the Recruitment and Education Committee. 
 

 Rising Ringers 
 
The September meeting for the rising ringers was at Sproxton in the Melton District. This was a combined 
day with the progressing ringers in the morning at Saltby and rising ringers in the afternoon. Lots of 
progress was made by the attendees on the really nice 8 bells at Sproxton. 
I would like to thank the helpers who give up time to help out, without them it would not be possible to 
continue this group. 
 
Mentors and Buddies 
 
During the progressing ringers meeting we launched the Mentors and Buddies initiative. This came from 
ideas generated at the LDG2025 meetings. It aims to provide learners with a mentor who can assist 
progression and generally provide advice to the ringer. In addition it is to put them in contact with ringers 
at a similar stage (Buddy). At the meeting two groups of ringers who were from the same vicinity but didn't 
know each other exchanged contact details. It is hoped that in future this can be implemented across the 
Guild. 
 
ITTS 
 
ITTS Module 1 Accreditations 
 
I am very pleased to say that 2 people have achieved ITTS Module 1 accreditation following assessment. 
Congratulations to Peter Hunt from Thurcaston and Tony Croft from Hathern. Both showed incredible 
dedication and professionalism to teaching learners throughout Module 1. Most importantly they have 
produced very confident and competent learners that are a credit to their teaching ability.  
 
ITTS Module 2 
 
12 people from the Guild attended an ITTS module 2 training course held at Kineton, Warwickshire on the 
21st September. The training session was led by Graham Nabb. The feedback from the course was very 
positive with some great teaching tips for progressing learners on to change ringing. 
 
2014 ITTS Training Courses 
 
There are two further training sessions planned next year as follows 
17th May - Module 1 
12th July - Module 2 
 
Please get in contact with Mark Pendery if you would like to attend. The training has been very beneficial to 
all that have attended regardless of training experiences. 
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Guild Equipment 
 
The Guild equipment was used at the following events:- 
 

                           
                                           
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to borrow the equipment for your church event please contact Mark Pendery. 
  

 
 

R & E Committee 
 
No doubt there will be a separate article from the R & E Committee in this Newsletter. As Chairman I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all the members of this Committee for their hard work and dedication 
throughout this year. All these people have given up personal time and contributed greatly to serving the 
Guild. On the agenda we discussed the following items:- The Alan Jacques Memorial Fund, Ringing Course 
2014, Progressing Ringers, Rising Ringers, ITTS and other important issues. The meetings are long and 
intense. As much of this work is 'behind the scenes' I want to give an insight as to what we get up to. We 
have a good balance of new generation and 'existing' generation ringers who attend. The LDG is in great 
shape and can offer much in the recruitment and education of ringers. I hope to maintain the momentum 
during next year which will see the return of the Ringing Course! There is much to do but it promises to be 
some year as we also launch the Alan Jacques Award. I can't wait! It has been for me personally a real 
privilege to serve on this Committee and I have thoroughly enjoyed the last 12 months. Happy Christmas 
and all the very best for 2014. 
 
Mark Pendery 
 

 
 

 

Rededication of Gilmorton Bells                                                                                                    
 

Tilton Open Day                                                                      

 

100th Anniversary of the Front 4 bells at 
Measham 
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Progressing Ringers 
 
The Progressing Ringers have met twice since the last newsletter. In September we visited the Melton 
District, ringing on the 10 at Saltby. Although not as well attended as the first two meetings (there were a 
lot of other ringing related activities that day, including the Worthington Cup) there was still a good turn- 
out of both helpers and progressors. With a smaller number present everyone got much more rope time 
than usual so good progress was made. Nicholas set up the laptop and Abel was much in use during the 
morning (at least it was when we could prise Ryan off it!). Thanks to Sue for making all the arrangements 
and to Carol and Chris for providing refreshments throughout the morning. After lunch at the Crown at 
Sproxton we joined with the Rising Ringers to round off a very good day out. 
Although we had planned a meeting in October circumstances conspired against us and we were not able 
to go ahead so our 5th meeting of the year saw us back at Anstey at the end of November. On what turned 
out to be a very cold morning there was a huge turnout. Ringing ranged from plain hunt through grandsire 
(doubles and triples) and plain bob to Stedman Triples and Yorkshire Major. Just to make things more 
interesting Neil managed to make a new perch for Loughborough Parrot but then seemed to spend a lot of 
his time holding the treble. Honestly, the lengths some people will go to, to make sure they get the bell 
they want! 

 
Nicholas was once again in charge of technology and set up the computer and projector to show the ITTS 
“Learning the Ropes” DVD. Thanks to Barry for making the arrangements for us to ring at Anstey (and for 
not shouting at Neil) and to Anne for keeping us supplied with tea and coffee.  
There will not be a meeting in December, so the next meeting will be on the 4th Saturday in January. As 
usual all Progressing Ringers (plain hunt and upwards) and helpers will be made most welcome.  
 

Chris Sansome 
 
 

 
 

ST MARY DE CASTRO CHURCH, LEICESTER 
 

In the past twelve months as one of the Fundraising 'Spire Appeal' officers, the awareness of the demise of 
the Spire has been spread to many people, not just in the surrounding community which includes the De 
Montfort University Square Mile project but also the Media, local BBC Radio Leicester, BBC East Midlands, 
ITV Midlands Today, BBC Online News, Leicester Mercury, The Church Times, The Ringing World, The 
University of Cambridge, The University of Leicester and many national travel companies. 
 
My other hat is that of a ringer at St Mary de Castro Church. The bells have not actually rung out since mid-
December 2012, consequently the regular Sunday service ringers made up of various towers within 
Leicester and Leicestershire have not met and peal ringing has also been curtailed. The sad part of this is 
that there have been many ‘special days’ when the bells could have been rung;  such as the celebration of 
the birth of HRH Prince George of Cambridge and also to mark the Diamond Jubilee of HM The Queen. BUT 
there is good news to report. 
 
At last the scaffolding is arriving to be assembled; this happened week commencing 18th November 2013. 
The work is scheduled to start on dismantling the spire as soon as the scaffolding is erected. With the 
support from English Heritage, the Diocese of Leicester and the City Council, the PCC has been able to 
award a £400,000 contract to Midland Stonemasonry Ltd. Determining the best way to dismantle such a tall 
and weak structure has not been straight forward; the access to the area of Castle Yard is very restricted, 
making it difficult - in fact impossible for tall cranes. This means that the only feasible way is to use 
scaffolding, the design being problematic. The access to the spire from ground level is only available on the 
West side of the church in Castle Yard, so a design had to be created to enable the scaffolding to be built on 
the three sides, being supported on the church roof and tower. Scaffolding will also be required inside the 
church, up to the roof of the West End for support of the scaffolding above. Many factors have been 
required to be taken into consideration:  the weather, safety measures, the storing of the dismantled good 
stone and stone awaiting disposal. Due to the generosity and co-operation of the City Council; Castle Yard 
and the Castle facilities are being made available to the contractors. The site office being designated is the 
Leicester Castle. 
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This project will be a lengthy one, but once the Spire has been dismantled we hope to be able to ring the 
bells.  Be assured that when this time comes all will be notified as there will be a celebration. 
 
For any news relating to the progress of the work and any fund raising events please follow us on: 
 
Spire Appeal website which is   http://www.stmarydecastrospireappeal.co.uk/ 
 
Facebook site   https://www.facebook.com/SaveOurSpireStMaryDeCastroChurchLeicester 
 
We have recently registered with 'Just Giving'  -  to support and donate online  
www.justgiving.com/stmarydecastro 
 
Financial support is urgently needed to complete this first phase of the project and later to raise a new 
spire, which is estimated will cost a further £600  -  £700K.   
 
 

                                                            Rosemary Mason, 
                                                           
 
 
 

BRF 100 Club Draw Results. 
September    
1st  Prize :- No 62  2nd Prize :- No 127  3rd Prize :- No 135 
 
October  
1st  Prize :- No 24                2nd Prize :- No 96                  3rd Prize :- No 90 
 
November   
1st  Prize :- No 43  2nd Prize :-No  133  3rd Prize :- No 70 
 

 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
Congratulations to Angela and Andrew Preston on the birth of their twin girls, Annabelle and Jemima, safely 
delivered on Tuesday 8th October 2013. Two new little sisters for Tessa. 
 
 
Mick and Lynette Angrave celebrated their 40th Wedding Anniversary on the 20th October. On Saturday 
19th October, a peal of the appropriately named Angrave-Starkey Alliance Royal was scored at Sapcote in 
the afternoon to mark the occasion. In the evening both family and friends gathered at a party to help them 
celebrate in style! A fantastic evening was had by all with a few speeches, plenty of chatting, dancing and 
eating! Mick and Lynette did not ask for presents but instead requested for donations to be made to the 
Leicester Guild Bell Restoration Fund. The final count in donations amounted to over £400! I am sure it is 
agreed that their generosity is greatly appreciated by the Guild to make such a fantastic donation. Many 
thanks must go to Mick and Lynette. 
 
The Harveys 

http://www.stmarydecastrospireappeal.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SaveOurSpireStMaryDeCastroChurchLeicester
http://www.justgiving.com/stmarydecastro
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Around the Districts 
 
Hinckley:- 
 
Since the last newsletter three meetings have been held. The September meeting was, as usual, our annual 
Striking Competition. Afternoon ringing and tea was at Desford with the competition held at Kirkby Mallory. 
Despite there being a good turnout for both the afternoon and evening only four towers entered a band for 
the competition. There was some excellent ringing from all teams but being a competition, there has to a 
winner. The judge however found it impossible to separate the top two teams so this year the honours 
were shared and Earl Shilton and Sapcote get the trophy for 6 months each. Thanks to our judge, Graham 
Hayward, for doing a difficult task so well.  
In recent years our October meeting has been sparsely attended and this year was no exception. A 
combination of holidays, family commitments and opera (performing and attending) severely depleted the 
numbers. Still, those attending got to do a lot of ringing at both Peckleton and Earl Shilton. Val Goode 
kindly allowed the district to use her house as a base for tea before she too, left for the opera! 
Two special events happened in the middle of October. Mick and Lynette Angrave celebrated their Ruby 
wedding anniversary and Oliver William became the latest addition to the Harvey family – congratulation to 
Andy and Liz. 
Ringers did what ringers do best to celebrate both events (but they rang this before they went to the pub!) 
Leicester Diocesan Guild 
Sapcote, Leicestershire 
All Saints 
Saturday 19 October 2013 in 2h45 (9-1-26)  
5040 Angrave-Starkey Alliance Royal 
Composed: Richard J Angrave 
1   Sally A Brown 
2   Alison M Harvey 
3   Steven J Harvey 
4   Mark J Pendery 
5   Christopher T Sansome 
6   David H G Hawkins 
7   David M Brown 
8   Michael Angrave (C) 
9   Richard J Angrave 
10  Thomas W Griffiths 
First peal in the method. Specially composed to celebrate the Ruby Wedding Anniversary of Mick & Lynette 

Angrave (nee Starkey). 
Also to welcome Oliver William Harvey, born to Andy & Liz on Thursday October 17th. First Grand Child to 

Alison & Neil. 
Method: x3x4x2x3.4x34.1.34x34.1x9 le 2. 
 
Our November meeting at Sibson and Orton was very well attended with over 30 staying for tea. Once 
again it was good to see so many of our newest and youngest ringers at the meeting. The meeting was 
concluded in traditional fashion in The Unicorn at Orton. Thanks to Graham and all his team at Orton for 
their excellent welcome and catering.  

Chris Sansome 
 
Leicester:- 
 
Since the last Newsletter in August, we have had 3 focus practices, 3 evening practices and possibly by the 
time you read this the District AGM in December. Meetings have been held at Bitteswell, St. Margarets and 
Countesthorpe and all have been well attended.  
The focus practices continue strongly with a good mix of surprise major, some royal thrown in for good 
measure, all in the last few months. 
Angela gave birth to twin girls in October so until the Preston household settles down I will be handling all 
emails. I'm sure you will join me in congratulating Angela and Andrew on the safe arrival of their daughters. 
If anyone would like to be included in our District list then either subscribe to LDGLeicester-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com or send us an email. 
Thank you to everyone who supported the District this year. Merry Christmas. 
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Market Harborough:- 
 
The District outing visited six towers in north-west Northamptonshire: Nether Heyford (6), Harpole (6), 
Great Brington (6), Whilton (8), Long Buckby (8) and Ravensthorpe (5).  Around 20 people enjoyed some 
very pleasant villages, some excellent bells, and some enjoyable ringing: also an excellent lunch at the 
Althorpe Coaching Inn in Great Brington!  Thanks to Steve for making all the arrangements: his first go at 
arranging an outing, and what an excellent job he did.  
Having reported on the Guild Strike-fest at Wistow in the previous Newsletter, it is the turn of the District 
Strike-fest this time around: this year’s competition was held at Great Easton.  Although there were only 14 
people there, we were able to make up six teams (however only one was a tower band as defined by the 
rules).  This meant that everyone rang at least twice.  Garry and Sue Mason judged the contest, and the 
band from Oadby were placed first, with the mixed band ringing call changes just one fault behind.  This 
year, it was decided that the achiever’s trophy should be awarded to an individual, rather than a band: 
Henry (Illston-on-the-Hill), ringing in his first competition was in the bands placed second, and also in the 
one placed fourth.  After the competition, a few of us retired to The Sun for sandwiches and a chance to 
catch up on the news. 
To mark the 300th anniversary of the death of Fabian Stedman, we have been trying to ring Stedman in as 
many towers in the District as possible.  We are not sure of the final total, but a few notable firsts of 
Stedman Doubles and Triples have been achieved so far. 
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