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EDITORIAL  

 
It came as a surprise when we were reminded that it is 19 years since the last Guild Residential Ringing Course 
was held, based at the Hanbury Centre, Church Langton. 
Reminiscing, as we seem to do with increasing regularity, the other week two local ringers commented that 
they had attended Church Langton as teenagers battling with the intricacies of Plain Bob Doubles. They 
remembered the ringing but, more importantly, they described the wonderful social occasion that they had 
enjoyed; where they met other ringers from all parts of the Guild and made friendships which exist to this day. 
They also mastered Plain Bob Doubles. 
Sadly the Hanbury Centre became unavailable and the Residential Weekend Courses came to an end. So, our 
Education Committee is to be congratulated on finding suitable premises to resurrect this important event in 
our calendar and we hope that as many of you as possible will attend as students or helpers.  Full details of the 
weekend (12-14th September) appear in this Newsletter. 
Not too many years ago the church at Ab Kettleby, due to a catalogue of structural problems, was in danger of 
closing permanently. Close it did for several years whilst money was raised by the villagers  and repairs were 
carried out. Subsequently this has included work on the bells by our Diocesan Bells Advisor, George Dawson, 
and his team of helpers, whilst Peter Brown is making plans to repaint the frame.  
And that is not all.  Plans are already advanced to augment the three bells to six and we  hope to be able to 

continue reporting  the good news of St. James, Ab Kettleby  in future editions. 
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NO LONGER WITH US 
 
Dr. Judith Millac 
 
Judith became a Guild member in 1993. She learned to ring at Saddington and Gumley. St. Helen's Gumley was 
her home tower where she served in several capacities, and she participated in many village activities. 
Judith rang two quarter peals at Saddington. She and her husband Paul moved away in about 2004 and 
subsequently contact was lost; the exact date of Judith's death in unknown. 
 
Gwenyth Tyler
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WOULD YOU LIKE SOME RINGING WORLDS? 
 
Bob Bindley of Market  Harborough has been collecting the  Ringing World since 1957, but he feels the time has 
now come to  make room in his house for other things. 
If you would like to have an inclusive set of the Ringing World from 1957 to 2013 please contact Jill Bindley, either 
on 01858 462835 or robert.bindley@eclipse.co.uk. 
Bob does not particularly want anything for them but, if you wish, a donation to the St.Dionysius Bell Fund would 
be greatly appreciated.  

 
                                                                  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                            

 
ENGLAND'S NATIONAL DAY 

 
 
Wednesday April 23rd 2014 will be St George's Day. In recent years there has been a greater recognition of our 
National Day and it is an opportunity for ringers to mark the occasion. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

RINGING AT ANSTEY by David Wilford. 
 
Garry and Sue asked me some time ago if I would be able to recollect my early ringing days at Anstey under Redvers 
Elkington and Bill Lacey.  I can’t remember exactly when I first started.  I was friends with Colin Disney, son of 
Alban and Mary, through train-spotting, an anorak all my life!  Mary’s father, Alf Cufflin, had been Ringing Master 
before Redvers and Alban’s father had been Vicar of St Peter’s Belgrave.  Colin spent some time on the family farm 
and must have persuaded me to learn. Our farm was opposite St Mary’s Church, next to the Hare and Hounds.  I 
had to do my illicit, under-age drinking away from my parents eyes which is probably how I came to meet Garry 
drinking at the back of the Pineapple after St Margaret’s practice in the days of Ernest Morris. 
 
I started along with 4 others, learning with clapper stays, under Redvers and Alban at least twice a week until we 
were competent to ring at a Wednesday night practice. Alban was an ever present member of the band who 
supported Redvers wonderfully, chiming a bell for 8 o’clock Communion service as well as ringing for 2 more 
services. 
 
Wednesday Practice at Anstey was a very popular practice; Kingsley was a regular attendee in his early days, John 
Cook, Charlie Cattell, Ted Whitehead, on his old motor bike, Tony Jesson with his girl-friend who was also learning.  
John Cook was never on time, he had probably stopped several times along the way for a drink and one at the Hare 
and Hounds before coming across.  Redvers made everyone very welcome.  I was told that Harold Poole would send 
his youngsters to Anstey for Redvers to teach Stedman and basic change ringing.  It has been only as I have got older 
that I have realised how gifted he was as a Teacher, always good handling, continuous encouragement, the ability to 
assess the speed of advancement of progress but always stretching people.  As soon as I could plain-hunt, Stedman 
was next, which was one of Redvers great loves, London being next, so when I wanted to ring Plain Bob I cycled to 
Thurcaston and joined Fred Bindley’s practice on a Monday night. 
 
Redvers taught very many ringers; several years before I started, a band of his pupils rang a peal of Yorkshire on 
Boxing Day conducted by Bill Lacey.  I progressed to come under Bill’s influence when I was asked to ring in some 
of the early peals that Kingsley organised, which Bill conducted.  What a clever ringer he was and he could have been 
more if he had pushed himself.  His father, Hacker Lacey would come and help on our farm, particularly when we 
were threshing corn, he told me that Bill had won a Scholarship to the Independent Loughborough Grammar 
School, but the family needed him to get a job.  When I was ringing Bill had an Office job at Corah’s and in later life 
he completed Language courses.  I dabbled in compositions while at school and would ask Bill to look at them.  He 
would dismantle his cigarette packet which he would finish anyway and scribble away. In the days before BYROC it 
was Hodgson’s Q-sets and he would tell me it was false. Bill said he had been taught how to prove compositions by 
Ken Roe from Wigston Magna.  Anstey Practice would always finish exactly at 9 o’clock, Bill would never stop 
gossiping but was off to the Hare and Hounds, and by the time we got across Bill would be on at least his 2nd pint.  
In those days Ringers would drink pints of Mild, like a lot of Midlanders.   At University in Liverpool the mild was a 
lot worse than the bitter so I changed to bitter which led into a lifetime appreciation of Marston’s Pedigree. 
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I wish that I had the sense to speak to Redvers about his life but he only gave the occasional snippet.  He was born 
in1900 at Barrow-on-Soar, he never said when he moved to Anstey but his brother Bill and a sister lived in Anstey.  
He was an accomplished musician and was a member of Anstey Church choir for as long as I can remember. 
 
In the 1920’s Bill Pye rang a peal at Anstey and Redvers walked down over the fields, which we later farmed, to the 
Mill, with a couple of the group during the peal. He didn’t say if he rang with them on that occasion but was invited 
to see them if he was in London. This must have culminated in him being invited to ring 10,440 Cambridge Royal at 
Walthamstow with Bill Pye in 1923.  He never said if he worked in London but I remember him telling of assisting 
tolling Great Paul daily, which took 6 men 5 mins and it had to strike exactly on the hour.  He didn’t become a 
member of Ancient Society of College Youths until 1945. 
 
Occasionally he would talk about the early Leicester ringers; he had great respect for Fred Dexter although from his 
and Alban’s tales it was fear for some people.  Some time later in my ringing career I met Ernest Rawson, I even 
endured journeys in his van, where he would spend more time turned round talking to the passengers than looking 
where he was driving.  I asked Redvers about him after my first Rawson experience.  Evidently he just appeared in 
Leicester just before the War, an accomplished ringer and Redvers didn’t know where he came from, but he had a 
Van with his job as a buyer for a Leicester Wholesale Greengrocer, so he became an integral part of peal bands.  I 
asked Jill Staniforth if she knew where he came from, but she didn’t know.  Ernest would talk about his travels in the 
States to see his daughter, who he was very proud of.  His other tales, I was never sure how much to believe but it 
was more interesting than talking about why the ringing hadn’t been very good.   
 
Redvers obviously had important connections with the Cathedral ringing. One Sunday morning Herrick Bowley rang 
at Anstey and wanted 3 ringers for ringing at the Cathedral morning service, I went along with Redvers and Alban 
and rang Stedman Caters for the first time, introducing me to ringing on higher numbers.  I have seen some of the 
early Guild reports and he conducted 12 bell peals.  I have never managed to look through the Midland Counties 
records prior to 1946, they would have yielded a lot more of his ringing.  He rang 12 bell peals on Handbells with 
Harold Poole and said he took part in the early practices for the 1st peal of Cambridge Maximus but didn’t ring a peal 
of it. Ted Whitehead, who I mentioned earlier did, along with his brother Walter. They wouldn’t ring so they could 
see each other so Harold had to position them accordingly.  Ted had quite a sharp tongue and I can remember 
Redvers calming him down if someone wasn’t ringing as well as he thought they should.  I saw Walter at a Hinckley 
district meeting.  He wouldn’t ring but rang a touch of Stedman triples on thumbs.  Alban rang in peals with Walter’s 
band; Alban said it was the Guild 2nd team.  I also met the 3rd brother, Len, one night at St Margaret’s.  He drifted in 
quietly, rang once competently and drifted out; I didn’t see him talk to anyone.   
 
Redvers was the member of a band who rang a handbell peal at the Menin Gate in Belgium and also an Ex-
servicemen’s peal at Enderby in 1928.  Redvers rang the treble to my 1st peal in 1961, Cambridge Major for the 
Enthronement of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Ramsey, conducted by Bill Lacey and including Redvers 
nephew Ralph and Gordon Arguile, another pupil.  I only rang 4 peals with Redvers, my 1st of London and my 1st as 
conductor. 
 
I consider myself fortunate to have been taught by someone who  taught so many  good ringers, Peter and Michael 
Staniforth and their nephew Robert Pettifor who now rings in Lancashire,  David Harris who rings in Hertfordshire, 
Bill Lacey and all the people who he encouraged.  In a recent obituary in the Ringing World for the late Alan Jacques, 
it was stated that Redvers recommended him to Harold Poole at the Cathedral after cycling to Anstey practices. 
 
Redvers may not have been very tall but he was obviously one of the Giants of Leicester ringing. 
 
David Wilford 
                          
                          
  

 
BRF 100 Club Draw Results. 

December    
1st  Prize :- No 77  2nd Prize :- No 14 3rd Prize :- No 83 
January  
1st  Prize :- No 68               2nd Prize :- No 69       3rd Prize :- No  41 
February   
1st  Prize :- No 58  2nd Prize : No  22     3rd Prize :- No 94 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                              
 

 
 

Tower Spotlight :- 
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TOWER SPOTLIGHT :- SHAWELL 
  
Shawell (pronounced Sh – owl by the locals) is a small village near Lutterworth in the 
extreme south west of Leicestershire (any further and you would be in 
Northamptonshire or Warwickshire). We have approximately 60 houses, a village hall, 
a pub and the church. 
The Church stands some way away from the village up a small track at the junction of 
Main Street and Bullaces Lane, which means that it is often hidden from view in the 
summer (when the trees are in full leaf) and people drive around the village looking 
lost! 
We have 6 bells that were restored in August 1993 and a lovely wrought iron rope 
guide. Last year, to celebrate the 20 years since restoration, a quarter peal of Bob 
doubles was successfully rung which was a ‘first’ for two of our local ringers. We have 
a small band comprising of Andy and myself and 1 other from the village, 3 people 
from Swinford, plus 1 ringer and 2 learners from Lutterworth. We do our best to 

practice every Tuesday evening from 7:45 but like a lot of other towers we rely on helpers. In holiday season we 
sometimes join forces with Gilmorton, who practise on the same night. 
Last year I organised an outing to some of the towers on the northern outskirts of Leicester, which was very well 
attended. Andy and I attended the Hereford ringing course last year, so 4 of us applied this year but unfortunately we 
were all unsuccessful. Most of us are taking advantage of the LDG progressing / rising ringer days and intend to 
apply for the LDG ringing course. On a weekly basis we try to support other local towers such as Lutterworth, 
Misterton (we try to ring for some services, as they do not have a band) and Lilborne. 
Other activities to be held at Shawell are the Harborough district Strikefest competition in September and we will be 
one of the towers available on the LDG Open day in October. 
Daphne Hinton 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R & E COMMITTEE 
 

Progressing Ringers 

The Progressing Ringers have, once again, met twice since the last newsletter – something of a pattern beginning 
to emerge here! January saw us at Hathern; the last time we were there it was a very warm summer’s day so January 
was something of a contrast! The ringing chamber was comfortably full for the whole three hours and the Hathern 
ringers had lain on some excellent refreshments downstairs for refuelling between touches! In February we visited 
Ashby Folville again. It was a beautiful Spring like morning and the sun shone throughout. Trouble was it was far 
warmer outside the church than in so there was a lot of coming and going as people went outside to warm up after 
ringing! Peter and Annette opened up the village hall for refreshments throughout the middle part of the meeting 
and Carol had coffee and biscuits available in church throughout – just the thing for thawing frozen fingers! There 
were lots of new faces at the meeting hopefully these will become regulars. 

The last two meetings are typical of the Progressing Ringers meetings held over the last year. From the first tentative 
steps in April last year – when we were not sure if anyone except the “helpers” would turn up – to the latest 
gathering, we have tried to ensure the meetings are friendly and supportive. Indeed the socialising and networking 
are proving to be every bit as important as the ringing itself. Because the meetings are “demand led” there is no set 
focus. The last meeting was typical with the ringing ranging from rounds on 8 through plain bob doubles, Stedman 
doubles, plain bob minor, plain hunt on 7, Grandsire triples, Stedman triples to Lincolnshire surprise major. One of 
the best things is the way people help and support each other. Using the help and support to ring a first course of 
Stedman or practise a surprise major method and then giving help and support to someone trying to get to grips with 
plain hunt or a touch of bob doubles 

We are now approaching the first anniversary of the Progressing Ringers and I, for one, hope we will celebrate 
many more anniversaries. Due to other commitments I am going to have to take a back seat for the next few months 
but I will still get along to meetings to help and support whenever I can. I would just like to place on record my 
heartfelt thanks to everyone who has turned out each month to help – without you, there would be no meeting; and 
to the progressing ringers who turn up each month – without you, there would be no point. . 

If you haven’t been to a Progressing Ringers meeting yet, don’t be shy – just turn up at the next meeting – you will 
be made most welcome. 

Chris Sansome 
 



5 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rising Ringers 
Three meetings have taken place since the last newsletter. The November 2013 and January 2014 meetings were 
both held at Oadby. Both were very busy meetings and there is continued focus on bell handling at this level. 
Significant progress was made by all participants during the evening. If you would like help with teaching 
someone to ring please attend the ITTS module 1 training in May, this will help your skills enormously. The 
rising ringers were also invited to join the regular practice at St Margaret’s on Saturday 7th Dec. Many thanks to 
John Cook for running this enabling people to ring on 12+ bells.  
I would like to thank the helpers who give up time to help out, without them it would not be possible to 
continue this group. 
The next meeting will be at Shawell on Saturday 22nd March 7pm. Please attend if you can. 
 
ITTS 
 
ITTS Module 1  
There will be a teacher training course held at St Margaret’s on Saturday 17th May 2014. The course will be run 
by Graham Nabb and will provide anyone who teaches bell handling to build on their skills and optimise the 
teaching process. Great results have been seen so far and very positive comments are always fed back to me after 
this type of course. I would strongly recommend that if you are involved with teaching bell handling to attend 
the course – you will get something out of the day. 
 
2014 ITTS training courses 
17th May – Module 1 
12th July – Module 2 
 
Please get in contact with Mark Pendery if you would like to attend. 
 
 

 
 

AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
 
Hinckley :- 

 
 

Another very successful quarter in the Hinckley District. 
Our December AGM was held at Leire and Broughton Astley. This was the first time we have held a meeting at 
Leire since the ringing was moved upstairs and everyone was impressed by the way the bells handled with the shorter 
draught. An excellent tea was provided in the church. The evening ringing at Broughton was also well attended and 
there were 40 names in the book by the end of the evening. 
In January it was our turn to host the Guild Social so we organised a Beetle Drive with a Fish and Chip supper. This 
is relatively straightforward to organise and usually attracts 30 or so “beetlers”. Our regular fish and chip supplier 
was going to be on holiday but he secured an alternative source for us so all seemed plain sailing. The publicity was 
sent out and we waited for the names to come in. It started with a trickle and with a week to go we had just 5 names 
– but then like all good trickles it became a flood and by Thursday we had 60 (by the Saturday evening this had 
become 63)! Suddenly we were frantically counting tables and chairs to make sure we had enough. Beetle sheets were 
printed and pencils sharpened – then we realised we didn’t have enough dice; it was at this point I really missed 
Dominoes Toys! It turned out to be a great evening; the noise from 18 dice being rolled on Formica topped tables 
has to be heard, to be believed! Burbage Fisheries did us proud, the sight of 60 fish and chip suppers, 2 sausage and 
chips and one veggie burger and chips, not to mention 63 pots of mushy peas, being assembled and packed also 
needs to be seen to be believed. The amazing thing is, they were all still piping hot. As is usual, a raffle was organised. 
Being just after Christmas there was lots of wine and chocolate as prizes, most of the chocolate seemed to be 
heading towards Kirby Muxloe in Mark Pendery’s car. I’m sure that some of the prizes in the raffle have been seen 
before (and no doubt will be seen again)! Overall it was a very good, social evening, which is what we set out to 
achieve and we raised some money for the BRF. 
Our February meeting at Sharnford and Claybrooke has to go down as one of the best-attended meetings in recent 
years. There were 36 ringers at Sharnford for the afternoon and, most encouraging, lots of new faces. Over 40 sat 
down for a magnificent tea at Claybrooke with hot soups, sandwiches and cakes all provided by the Claybrooke 
ringers organised by Claire and Tony. The ringing chamber at Claybrooke was full to capacity for evening ringing – 
but that is no real surprise given the magnificent sound of the bells.  
 
Chris Sansome 
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Leicester : - 
 
At our AGM in December at Aylestone we elected John Cook as chairman and Ringing Master, Angela Preston as 
Secretary, Nicky Mason and Anthony Hayward as Committee representatives, Garry Mason and Mark Pendery to the 
Bells Committee and Mark Pendery to the Recruitment and Education Committee. 
We held a meeting in January at Gilmorton and in February at Whetstone, both with good attendance. We have  
held focus practices in both January and February as well, again with good attendance at both. 
We hold a midweek meeting during the first week of each month, joining a practice night at a district tower. We have 
a focus practice on a first Saturday morning, usually focusing on surprise major or more, we will accommodate 
requests if you would like to suggest a method for a session. 
If anyone would like to be on the district email list please contact leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk 
 
Angela Preston 
 
 
Loughborough :- 
 
The district is what we all make of it. The replacement of some committee members last year has brought a mixture 
of fresh ideas, experience, heaps of enthusiasm and fun. We’re aiming to create an inclusive atmosphere where 
everybody feels welcome and can take part, hopefully going away having achieved something extra.  
We have found ways of delivering some really successful and memorable events. 
There has been a buzz at our district meetings and events - people across the district getting together, catching up on 
news, meeting new people, supporting each other and above all, having fun.  Long may this continue?   
We averaged over 23 people at the 8 district meetings last year, and we had more than 35 ringers at each of our 
meetings at Belton and at the Bellfoundry.  It’s great to see so many people, from those who had recently started to 
ring through to some very experienced ringers. 
September's training morning was of extreme ringing.  The extremes consisted of 12 very light bells packed together 
at the Foundry followed by 10 spaced out, heavy and occasionally unpredictable bells at Loughborough Parish 
Church.   Ringers of all abilities pushed themselves to experience ringing bells way out of their usual comfort zone.  
And we had some great support from the more experienced ringers in the district.  All this was followed by 
socialising for lunch in the pub afterwards. Altogether it was an extremely successful morning waiting to be repeated. 
In October we joined in the Measham centenary celebrations.  The Measham ringers organised a fantastic ‘show and 
tell’ of bellringing.   Displays showed the history of the bells, and the church bells and handbells were rung.  Non 
ringers not only tried out handbell ringing but also had the opportunity to try out ringing on the simulator.  The 
cakes were good too!  Thank you to the Measham ringers for involving the district in the event.  A thoroughly 
enjoyable morning and a fantastic example of how to showcase bellringing! 
The November practice took place at the Bell Foundry. The limited facilities there meant we weren’t sure if we could 
provide refreshments, but in the end we did manage it thanks to Liz and Charles and their kettles and flask. 
Then we saw the AGM held at Coleorton, where again there was a reasonable turnout and tea and mince pies kept 
everybody’s energy levels up on the cold December evening. 
This year we are holding a March training morning at various towers, where learners can gain experience with ringers 
in the District. In April the Loughborough District will host the Guild Striking contest at Measham, where we hope 
to put a band together to take part. After doing so well last year coming 2nd, perhaps we have the home advantage 
this time and can win!! 
 
Helen Watts 
 
 
 
Melton :- 
 
 
Recent Events – The monthly Saturday evening meetings continue to be very well attended and successful, we 
visited Buckminster this month which attracted a fair amount of outside interest as it’s a fairly rare tower to ring at.  
Melton hosted the progressing ringers at Ashby Folville (a favourite winter venue as it has a nice ring of 8 with a wall 
heater and a hall with central heating!) . Recently we have been running monthly Triples practices for the district 
which have been well attended and have progressed from a start on Grandsire Triples onto the likes of Stedman 
Triples and Bob Major.  
People news – Congratulations to Sue Dawson on her recent first quarter peals ringing the treble to double 
methods and good luck to her for an a attempt at trebling to a quarter of bob minor in the near future.  
 
 

mailto:leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk
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Congratulations also to Pete Brown (ie me!) on almost ringing Cambridge Minor from any bell – one of these days 
I’ll have a perfect run through.  
Tower news – Ab Kettleby now has a ringable 3 and there is a project looking at further enhancement to that 
tower.  Tilton on the Hill (just beyond our borders) is about to start the repairs to the steeple – that will mean  
scaffolding inside and out which will stop us ringing bells there, the plan is to move the practice to Great Dalby 
whilst that is being done. Following that the frame needs some repair work and enhancement to hang the 6th bell.  
Future Events – next month sees our annual tour, this year going to 3 towers in Nottinghamshire. We are preparing 
for a recruitment drive this year in the District and hope to attract new ringers by running stands at 2 or 3 of the 
spring and summer fete’s in the District and then feeding any new recruits into an established network of teachers 
within the district based on geography.  
 
Pete Brown - Melton District Secretary 
 
 
Syston :- 
  
All Syston District events have been placed on the Guild website.  A date for your diary is May 17th for our district 
outing to Lincolnshire.  A full list of towers will be available soon but we are starting at Stamford.  All are very 
welcome, including non-members, for all or part of the day, with the added bonus of a pub at lunchtime!  We will 
also be holding the Guild Social on 5th July.  Details to follow. 
 
Amanda Adams 
 
 
 
 
 

LDG 2025 COMMITTEE 
 

 
A number of the original ideas have progressed, such as the Facebook page, or been passed on to the relevant 
subcommittee. Most recently we have updated the Welcome Pack. Its purpose is to provide an introduction to the 
Guild for new members. It lays out the aims of the Guild; what the Guild offers to the membership, how to get 
involved and how to find out what is going on. Soft copies are available from District Secretaries, Facebook and 
shortly from the Guild website. 
As a group we are going to look at all of the communications that are generated and published such as the Guild 
Report, this Newsletter and the Website with the intent of making relevant information available promptly but also 
recognising that not everyone uses computers and that there needs to be a formal record of the Guild’s activities. 
Any thoughts you have on whether there is too much or too little information sent out, or whether you would like to 
see different information then please let me know. 
The 2025 group has been meeting on a regular basis for 16 months or so now. Our feeling is that it makes sense for 
a group like this to continue to meet on a regular basis and therefore we will propose to the General Committee that 
this activity is formalised and woven into the Guild’s structure. As we do this there will inevitably be a request for 
wider membership. At the moment the vast majority of those involved are based in the Leicester District. Please 
consider whether you would like to be involved in what is an informal group based on tea and cake – but looking out 
for the long term viability of the Guild. 
 
Dave Carling   

 
 
 
 
 

LDG  DINNER 
 
 
For the second year the Guild Dinner, which seems to go from strength to strength, was held at the Leicester 
College last Friday, the 28th February. Whilst the building is a typically modern and fairly uninteresting one the 
restaurant is both tastefully adorned and warmly welcoming. 
Tony Parker commenced proceedings with a thoughtful `Grace` following which the sixty six diners enjoyed a tasty 
and well presented meal. 
Michael Angrave was our efficient Master of Ceremonies (I`m sure that I remember him from the Wheeltappers and 
Shunters Club) and introduced Roland Cook`s handbell team who rang Grandsire Triples between the main course 
and dessert. 
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The guest speaker this year was Chris Mew. Chris rings in Warwick and will be the next President of the Central 
Council. He entertained us with snippets of ringing accompanied by a railway theme, interspersed with references to  
 
 

                    
  
The   Alan Jacques Trophy was revealed by his widow                 The award was presented to Charles Bishop, seen 
Hazel and youngest daughter, Hilary.                                            here with Mark Pendery, the Jacques family and the                                                               
                                                                                                     Guild  President, Nicholas Parr. 
      
the Leicester Guild and some of its characters. His speech was warmly received as was the reply given by our Guild 
President, Nicholas Parr. 
It was wonderful to welcome the family of the late Alan Jacques to the dinner. Alan`s widow, Hazel, was 
accompanied by the gang, as Alan always referred to his four daughters, Glenis, Val, Alison and Hilary. 
This year`s dinner was the first occasion when the inaugural Alan Jacques Award would be presented and, following 
an interesting explanation of the award by Mark Pendery and details of the six nominees, Hazel and Hilary presented 
the plaque and medallion to Charles Bishop of the Loughborough District. 
It was quite obvious from Mark`s comments about each of the six nominated ringers that any one of them would 
have been worthy winners so our congratulations are extended to Charles. 
It is equally relevant to suggest that Alan Jacques himself met all the criteria to win this award and our thanks go to 
Alan`s family for making this award possible. 
During an evening of highlights the Earl Shilton Handbell Ringers, under the guidance of Chris Sturgess, again 
royally entertained us with some immaculate tune ringing. Some of the tunes managed to stir the audience into song 
but, for me, their `Soldiers Joy` was worth more than the price of the dinner. 
All too soon the end of the proceedings arrived and it was time to bid each other goodnight with regret that we 
didn`t quite have enough time to catch up with `so and so` from `such and such` district. Ah well, probably next 
year if we don`t meet sooner.  
Arthur Rees and Carol Franklin again organised the evening on our behalf and for our enjoyment and I both  
commend the evening to all our members and thank Arthur and Carol for their hard work.   
 
 
 

                                                      
 
                                                                          The members were entertained by the Earl Shilton             
Chris Mew the Guest Speaker for the evening.                                   Ringers.                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                     


