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EDITORIAL  

As you read the latest LDG newsletter the work to augment the five bells at Tilton should have been completed and ringing on 
the six can commence. 
After being out of action for various periods, due to the tower/spire work the bells at Kirby Bellars and Leicester St. Mary De 
Castro are also ringing again. 
Are there any villagers in Ab Kettleby who remember the three bells being rung for Sunday Service? It is now a regular 
occurrence as work progresses to augment to six and , due to the generosity of John Adcock and his family, the new treble will 
commemorate the life of John's wife, Hazel, who throughout her adult years was a loyal and hardworking member of the LDG 
and , particularly, the Melton District. 
The residential Guild Ringing Course, resurrected in a new location after 19 years, has now been and gone. Read the reports in 
these papers and please make a note to support it in 2015. 
Last but not least, the moving account by Andrew Giles of Whetstone of ringer, Jesse George Laundon, reminds us all of the 
supreme sacrifice made by so many during the Great War. 
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NO LONGER WITH US 
  

Margaret Fritche died 28th August. A ringer at Anstey, (She was the daughter of Alban Disney, for many years also a ringer at 
Anstey.) 
 
Alan Welburn died 28th August 2014. Alan was a member of the Gilmorton band. A stalwart of Gilmorton village, where he 
lived for over 40 years, Alan was a former Church Warden and village Tree Warden, who learnt to ring after retirement from 
work. A loyal member of the Gilmorton band and surrounding parishes, he was a former steeple keeper and actively involved 
in the recent bell restoration. 

 
Helen Watts died 13th September 2014 after a short illness. She was a ringer at All Saints, Loughborough and also District 
Secretary 

 
 

 
                                           

BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 
July 
1st Prize  Nos 63   2nd Prize   Nos 96 3rd Prize   Nos 15 
August 
1st Prize   Nos 154 2nd Prize   Nos 36 3rd Prize   Nos 86 
September 
1st Prize   Nos 75   2nd Prize   Nos 3  3rd Prize   Nos 52  
 

FOR SALE; 

A copy of Church Bells of Leicestershire by Thomas North. 

Published in 1876, this is a very rare book. It is in good condition. 

 Offers or enquiries please to: 

george@gadawson.wanadoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:george@gadawson.wanadoo.co.uk
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A TRIBUTE to the brief life of JESSE GEORGE LAUNDON, a bellringer at WHETSTONE PARISH CHURCH 
 

 
It was the spring of 1896. The weather was warm and exceedingly dry with almost the entire absence of rain. Queen Victoria 
had by now reached her 77th birthday and the sun really did not set on her vast Empire. For many, the fact that she had been 
queen for nigh on sixty years seemed to confer stability and an assuredness to the whole enterprise. 
Over in Greece, the 1896 Olympics, officially known as the Games of the I Olympiad, a multi-sport event, was held in Athens 
from 6 to 15 April. It was the first Olympic Games held in the modern era, and a positive step towards international relations. 
Meanwhile in Whetstone, Tom Laundon, a Gas Stoker by trade, and his wife Annie were celebrating the birth of their second 
child, Jesse George, a brother for 2 year old Thomas Junior. 
They were soon blessed with their first daughter Mabel. In 1899, the family including Annie’s father John Bates, now a 
widower but still at nearly 70, working as a stocking framework knitter, moved into the newly built No2 Sunnyside Whetstone. 
Sunnyside comprised 2 terraced cottages, now known as 173 and 175 Enderby Road. The name “Sunnyside” still graces the 
upper wall between them. 
Time moved on and the family continued to grow. By 1911 John Bates had died but Tom and Annie had gone on to have 4 
more daughters, Amy, Gertrude, Nellie and Edna. The three oldest children had secured employment: Thomas Jnr now 16 
was a carpenter, Jesse (14) a mechanic/fitter and 13 year old Mabel was a silk winder. Nine souls sharing the 2 up 2 down 
cottage. 
At this time Whetstone tower accommodated just 4 bells, but change was afoot. Mr Joseph Buxton, born in 1845 and now 
into his sixties, who was described as a “candle maker and local Benefactor”, donated two more bells in 1913 in memory of his 
parents George and Sarah. This donation is commemorated on a carved stone plaque in the Chancel, above the Vestry door to 
the left of the organ. These two bells, along with one of the old four are the only ones left incorporated into the current set of 
8 (being bells 3,4 and 7 respectively).The 1913 augmentation would have, no doubt, swelled interest in the community and 
new ringers like Jesse would have been taught prior to the installation. Among the tutors would have been Thomas Shenton 
and Maurice Pawley, both of whom rang at Whetstone for over 50 years from around 1902. These two men are pictured with 
other local ringers in 1933 in a photograph in the belfry. 
Jesse’s ringing career was sadly to be short lived, learning at 16 in 1912, he was blissfully unaware of how his life would change 
in the immediate future. In September 1914 the 9th Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment was formed in Leicester and Jesse joined 
up. The Battalion initially became part of the 23rd Division of Kitchener’s Third New Army, moving south to Aldershot. Jesse 
was obviously keen to continue his ringing whilst training in camp, because we know he rang at Aldershot - he signed the 
tower’s Visitors Book there! This record of his presence could easily have been lost. The current Tower Captain at Aldershot 
has informed me that by 1953 the Visitors Book that covered the time around World War 1 was  “falling to pieces” and so the 
then Tower Secretary had the foresight to preserve the entries by copying them all into a new book. Sadly the original book is 
now “lost”.  
From Aldershot Jesse and his comrades moved again to Salisbury Plain. The Battalion was shipped to France on 29 th July 
1915, and were to see action in some of the most horrendous conditions that encapsulated the various Battles of the Somme. 
One of the battles was the Battle of Morval in which the Division captured the town of Geudecourt. Having broken through 
the prepared lines of German defence, the British now faced a new set of challenges as it approached the slopes of the 
Transloy ridges. Fighting was, as before, severe but gradually the British chipped away and pushed forward. The weather 
began to turn autumnal, bringing rain, making the battlefield increasingly difficult and stretching men to the limits of their 
physical endurance. 
By the 25th of September 1916 Jesse’s Battalion were close to Geudecourt. The primary trench-lines that guarded the town, 
and through which the 21st Division of the XV Corps had to assault, were Goat Trench, Gird Trench, and Gird Support. The 
10th King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and the 1st East Yorks (64th Brigade) attacked Gird Trench, but could make no 
headway, while the 1st Lincolns were stopped by shellfire in the British frontline. The 8th and 9th Leicesters which included 
Jesse had greater success, taking Goat Trench. 
This was, however, to be the final phase of war for Jesse. Heavy and sustained machine-gun fire prevented the Leicesters from 
taking Gird Trench, and by the end of the day Private Laundon JG 14704 had lost his life in, truly unimaginable 
circumstances. He was just 20 years old and we can only dare to imagine the grief that was to burden Tom and Annie on the 
news of their young son’s death. Jesse has never been afforded a marked resting place and he lies in “some corner of a foreign 
field”. 
72000 men, including Jesse, are remembered on the Thiepval Memorial, built between 1928 and 1932. Some 65000 of these 
died in the various Somme Battles of 1916. He is also remembered in the Central Council of Church Bellringers Rolls of 
Honour at St Pauls Cathedral and, locally, in the road named Laundon Way. 
And so as we, the bellringers of today, ring, and the general public hear the bells, particularly on Remembrance Sunday, please 
spare a thought for young Jesse, one of the unsung heroes, and one of our Whetstone bellringers gone before.  
 
Andrew Giles 
 

 
 
 

TOWER SPOTLIGHT :-   KIBWORTH 
 

 
St Wilfreds church is located at the centre of the Market Harborough District just off the busy A6 Leicester to Market     
Harborough road.  Most of the church dates from the 14th century although some stonework in the chancel survives from an 
earlier building.  Situated in Kibworth Beauchamp but also serving as the parish church of Kibworth Harcourt, an old custom 
has it that residents of the two parishes will only enter the church through the porch on their side, the entrances being known 
as the Beauchamp and Harcourt doors - a tradition still taken seriously by one or two of the bell ringers today! 
The bells are an easy-going eight (tenor 10-3-3) of mixed heritage.  Their history is probably typical of the evolution of many 
such rings of church bells and is quite a story.  In the early part of the 17th century the church had five bells.  Three of these 
are still ringing today, the present 4th and 5th cast by Hugh Watts of Leicester in 1621, and the 7th from the foundry of George 
Oldfield at Nottingham dated 1618 which is the oldest bell in the tower.  The other two original bells were melted down and 
recast in 1732 by Thomas Eayre of Kettering and are now the 6th and tenor of the present ring.  A treble, the present 3rd was 
also added at this time.  This was all in the days when the church was a real local landmark, having a tall slender spire 159 feet 
high.  However all was not well, and as early as 1777 a visiting Archdeacon ordered the soundness of the spire to be examined.  
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Attempts to strengthen the structure were made in 1816, and when further repairs were in progress in 1825, in the words of 
the rector, “after several premonitory crashings, the whole fabric bowed from the summit over the base - paused for a few 
seconds - and then, as with one collective effort, came down in a thundering cataract of ruins!”  First intentions were to 
rebuild an identical tower and spire but this proved to be too expensive (the lowest estimate was £4000, a fortune in those 
days).  So after much “acrimonious discussion” (nothing changes!) it was decided to omit the spire, and the present tower was 
built by 1835. 
The six bells were rehung in the new tower although the treble, the only one damaged in the collapse, was still cracked.  This 
was eventually recast in 1882 by John Taylor of Loughborough, but was still considered to have an inferior tone.  It was again 
recast in 1904 by Taylors, this time with more success.  (Interestingly, North’s “Church Bells of Leicestershire” published in 
1876 gives details of the six bells but lists them in the wrong order).  The octave was finally completed in 1910 with the 
addition of two more Taylor bells, the present treble and second.  The first peals on the bells were rung at this time and 
included many of the local ringers, including a relative or two of the present band. 
Enough of the history, more importantly what of the ringers today?  Well, we have a thriving band with an age range from 11 
to over 80, and it is great that we have four teenagers or younger.  As is the way of things we now only see Dan during college 
holidays, but hopefully we should hold on to Flynn, Lydia and William for a good few years yet.  You always hope that the 
young people you teach carry on when they eventually leave, so it is great that Dan has continued at Leeds where his Surprise 
Major ringing has really taken off.  Over the last two or three years we have been lucky to have inherited two “ready-made” 
experienced ringers: Graham, Lydia’s father, who coincidently did most of his early ringing when at university in Leeds, and 
Ernie who has recently moved into Kibworth. 
At a typical Wednesday evening practice we obviously have to cater for a wide range of ability, with the standard gradually 
rising each week with the advancement of the youngsters as they master call changes and move on to basic plain hunting and 
beyond.  Simon and Bradley have recently rung their first quarter peals, but perhaps Malcolm has been our most unusual 
success story.  Malc returned to ringing after a gap of over forty years since he learned to handle a bell at Kibworth in the late 
1960’s, and last year he completed his first quarter peal on his birthday.  Richard, John, another Simon, Ian (from Saddington), 
Rob, Alison and Terry complete our complement of regular ringers. 
Ringing-wise we are often trying something new or more advanced. We will ring minor, triples or even major when we can, 
but mainly due to lack of numbers in the past, we have always had a tradition of ringing doubles methods and variations, our 
pinnacle being to squeeze over 100 methods and variations into quarter peal on more than one occasion!  
As with all towers we have a group of people with a wide variety of occupations with a wide variety of interests, and apart 
from the “serious” business of ringing, discussion ranges over an enormous variety of subjects.  Practice night really is an 
enjoyable social occasion, with a Pimms evening in the middle of summer being a highlight of “the season”!  Richard is always 
keen to give any visitors a “clock tour” and explain the intricacies of our tower clock which dates from 1834 .  Since taking 
over care of the clock some years ago, Richard has developed electronic self-winding and self-regulating mechanisms, the 
clock hosting many of the prototypes along the way.  It is now better to set your watch by the church clock rather than the 
other way round!  These devices have been exported not only to local churches and to clocks throughout the UK, but even 
further afield to far-flung places all over the world.  Anyone interested can find details on www.richardwhiteclocks.co.uk. 
We achieved our 15 minutes of fame three or four years ago when Michael Wood chose to base his TV series “The Story of 
England” on the villages of Kibworth and neighbouring Smeeton Westerby.  Many of the ringers appeared in several of the 
episodes in different guises, sometimes even to be seen ringing!  The series really gave the village a publicity boost and we’ve 
certainly noticed an increase in the number of visiting bands since it was first shown. 
Our most important goal is of course to keep the bells ringing for services, weddings and special occasions, and although it is 
rare that we are all around at the same time, there are always enough of us to make this happen.  With Kibworth’s ever 
growing population we hope that others will be drawn to the church and to the tower to ensure that the glorious sound of the 
bells continues to be heard over the village. 
 
Terry Illiffe 

 
 
 
 

AB KETTLEBY BELLS - STARTING FROM STRATCH 

Introduction 

The Church of St James the Greater, in the village of Ab Kettleby, near Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, is home to the three 
bells which form the first entry in Dove's Guide.  
In 1950, the bells were re-hung in a new bell frame, designed to accommodate a peal of six. In 2015, we are hoping to finally 
realise the dream of adding the missing bells to the peal, and have them rung by a newly formed band of local ringers. But 
first, there’s a lot of work to be done… 
 

Church Closure and Restoration 

St James’ Church is built on the site of an ancient Roman villa, which, along with other features (such as ditches and pits) 
means the churches foundation are far from secure. Structural movement has long been detected, but new cracks suddenly 
appeared in 2006 and by Christmas, the church was closed to the congregation due to concerns about the stability of the 
building and the risk of falling masonry.  
The villagers of Ab Kettleby rallied to save the church, and set about the daunting task of raising £250,000 to carry out the 
necessary investigations, stabilisation and repairs.  
The church reopened its doors in time for Easter 2013 and the restoration project was the winner of the English Heritage 
Angel Award later that year. 
Shortly after the reopening of the church, some attention was turned to the, by then, unringable bells. Years of neglect to the 
building meant a leak in the top of the spire had allowed water to enter the bell chamber, mostly above the treble. For that 
bell, it meant the wheel had disintegrated due to rot; one of the headstock bearings had failed as it was full of rust; and the 
wood stops on the Hastings stay had rotted away. 
During Autumn 2013, an initial programme of repairs was carried out by George Dawson, Peter Hayward, Alex Skerritt and 
Martyn Marriott, and the bells were back in action! 
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Tower Captain 

I learnt to ring as a youngster in the late 1980s, at Martock, Somerset (25cwt peal of 8), and continued to do so until life and 
university took over. I relocated to the East Midlands in 1999 and never quite got around to introducing myself to a local 
tower, so all ringing lapsed. But, never far from my mind, when I moved to Ab Kettlebyin 2010 I vowed to restart! That was, 
of course, during the period the church was closed. It just so happened that I had known George Dawson for a few years 
prior to the move, so was regularly kept informed on the work to repair the bells. As Christmas 2013 approached, news 
reached me that the repairs were complete, the bells once again ringable, and ringers (old and new) were being sought by the 
local vicar Rev. Sue Paterson. 
A meeting swiftly followed and I found out about the plans for augmenting our peal to six bells (more on that later). So in 
January 2014, with some trepidation, I rang the bells at Ab Kettleby for the first time. It was also the first time in at least 15 
years I had even touched a rope! Fortunately, it didn’t seem like I had forgotten anything, which was a pleasant surprise! 
We started to make plans for the future. Plans for recruitment; plans for teaching; and plans for building a band. All with an 
eye on being able to make full use of the six bells when they are finally in place. 
I had never taught anyone to ring bells before and as luck would have it an ITTS Module 1 course had been arranged by 
Leicester Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers to take place in May. But, given my lack of ringing currency, it was felt I 
should get some practice in! In the weeks leading up to the course, a tour of several towers around Melton Mowbray ensured 
that I had the confidence and refined skill to not make a complete fool of myself! 

Building the Band 

It was decided that the first stepping stone in the plan would be to hold an open day for the villagers who might be interested 
in ringing, to come along and find out more. Various recruitment materials were borrowed from the Leicester Diocesan Guild, 
including a ‘Webcam’ which was installed in the bell chamber and images relayed on a screen downstairs.  
Saturday 10th May was chosen, but delays in distribution of the village magazine meant we had struggled to get the word out. 
In the event, just two people came along to find out more, and expressed interest in learning to ring. 
The next thing to do was set a date to begin regular practice sessions. Wednesday 4th June 2014 was the deadline to complete 
the preparations. Some badly placed cupboards and sideboards in the ringing chamber had to be rearranged, as the area is also 
doubling as the church vestry. A ‘Bell Details’ notice was created and mounted on the wall. Twitter and Facebook accounts 
were created to help spread the word.  
Assistance from neighbouring towers for teaching was also sought (by way of visits to those towers!). Only one of our recruits 
from the open day had confirmed he would be there, but alas the second recruit had decided not to carry on.  
4th June arrived and our efforts were rewarded. 6 brand new recruits, keen and eager to learn to ring. Fortunately, three other 
ringers from local towers had also come along to lend a hand! The night went by in a blur – each teacher with two learners to a 
single rope, all delivering the first steps of the ART ‘Learning To Ring’ course. We all deserved the welcome refreshment come 
9pm! 
Steady progress has been made every week, although attendance over the holiday season has meant our learners are now all at 
slightly different stages. Two of the original six are now comfortably ringing rounds, after just 10 weeks. The progress has 
seemed rapid and smooth; this is perhaps helped by an entire band of learners, so each 90 minute practice night concentrates 
solely on their development. Secondly having ringing teachers from other towers has helped develop and refine skills through 
different teaching styles, observations and experiences. 
To that end, I am indebted to John Adcock (Long Clawson), Martin Paling (Kirby Bellars; Hoby) and Peter Brown (Twyford 
and Melton District Secretary of Leicester Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers) for their significant contribution in the 
tuition and guidance of our learners. 
This Sunday, 7th September sees us reach a significant milestone. We shall be commencing regular ringing for Sunday services. 
The first time the bells have been rung full-circle for a Sunday service in many years. 
Only one of the original six learners has dropped out. But two additional recruits have recently joined the band, bolstering our 
numbers to a total of 8 members. 

Augmentation and the Future 

The three bells of St James’, Ab Kettleby are listed in the 1552 Edwardian Inventory of Church goods. At the time, it would 
appear they were joined by a sanctus bell, although it is unlikely this was in the tower. Over the years, the bells have been 
damaged and recast. The treble in 1653 by George Oldfield I of Nottingham; the second in c. 1600 by Newcombe in Leicester 
and the tenor was recast in 1765 by Thomas Hedderly I, Nottingham.The bells are in a minor key and form part of a diatonic 
scale in G, but the note G is missing. They sound the next three notes, A, B and C.  
By 1950, works were urgently needed. The timber frame had not only rotted, but was also suffering a death watch beetle 
infestation. It was most certainly no longer safe to allow the bells to be rung; even leaving the bells hanging in situ was a cause 
for concern! A new cast iron and steel frame was constructed, and the bells re-hung with entirely new fittings. At the time it 
was hoped to hang one larger bell (G) to turn the peal into a major key, along with two smaller bells to give a complete peal of 
six bells. Indeed, the frame was designed and constructed to accommodate six bells, but it seems that money ran out before 
this could be done. 
Three bells have now been offered by donors. The Keltek Trust are facilitating the donation of Gorran’s (Cornwall) number 5 
bell to be our new tenor, when the ring of eight from St Mary the Virgin, Chatham, Kent is transferred there. Two brand new 
trebles will be cast at nearby Taylor’s in Loughborough. This will give the bells the missing G, along with two more notes, D 
and E, to brighten the whole peal. 
With the bells promised, fundraising is now underway to find the £12,000 needed for the fixtures and fittings and to hang the 
bells in the tower. The bell frame and current bells also need attention and refurbishment, as they have not really received any 
significant maintenance since 1950. 
Subject to funding, the works are hoped to start towards the end of this year and the brand new peal of six can be revealed in 
early 2015. 
By then, we should have a large enough band of local ringers, sufficiently skilled enough to be able to take full advantage of 
the new additions, along with providing ringing for services, weddings, etc.  
The future is looking much brighter for this once neglected installation. The six bells will also enable us to eventually progress 
ringing onto far more interesting methods – let’s face it, you can’t do a lot with three bells! 
Web: www.AbKettlebyBells.co.uk 
Twitter: @AbKettlebyBells 
Facebook: facebook.com/AbKettlebyBells 
James Lowe 
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Two Learners Tales 
 
One Sunday in church, Rev Sue in the notices stated that a group of bell ringers were visiting on Wednesday night, and that we 
were all welcome to come along and have a look. 
Having been brought up in the Catholic faith, where we had no bells, I was quite intrigued to see these in action. So along I 
went. 
Little did I know that this was a ploy to get people in! But I thought, why not, it looks quite easy? So, much to the amusement 
of my children who thought I would be like the Monks in the Mars advert, flying up and down, I decided to give it a go. 
The first week was a bamboozle of words such as, Sally, Stay, slider, Headstock, backstroke, hand stroke. What on earth were 
these?  All I knew was that I had this furry thing flying up and down and flailing everywhere like a snake.  What had I let 
myself into? 
Then, in week 5 - DISASTER! I was holding the tail end thing, and suddenly it flew out of my hand.  The stay had broken up 
in the bell tower. O dear, I thought I would be asked to leave! 
By week 7 I am, at last, beginning to be able to control this thing instead of IT controlling me.  Now I am starting to feel a bit 
more confident, although getting the bell up and down still terrifies me. 
However, I am determined that I will stick with this thing and hopefully get better with practice… I will soon learn THE 
ROPES! 
Linda Parker 
 
It has been the best part of 3o years since I last rang a bell and I use the term ring very loosely. At a very young age, I had been 
learning to ring at St Luke's church in Kinoulton. My big sister was the one who wanted to learn and I wanted to be just like 
her!  
So, on 4th June 2014, I arrived at St James' church in Ab Kettleby for the first practice night. My husband, James, was in 
charge (after taking his ITTS course) and I wondered if anything I had ever learnt about ringing as a child was stored anywhere 
at the back of my mind. Unsurprisingly, I couldn't remember anything about ringing but holding the sally was somehow 
familiar. 
There was a good turnout - 6 learners and 3 teachers; James, Martin Paling and Pete Brown. Pete gave a very good explanation 
about how the bells worked and how to check if the bells are up or down and then we started off by trying to ring the 
backstroke. Two of the bells had been muffled so at least we weren't going to annoy the neighbours too much! Within a 
couple of weeks we were ready to move onto the handstroke. Both the handstroke and backstroke seemed relatively simple by 
themselves but I was surprised at how much there was to remember; keep your hands together, bring the tail end straight 
down in front with your thumb to the floor, look ahead - don't look up (not least because of getting dust in your eyes!). 
By the time it came to putting the two strokes together, John Adcock and his daughter, Jackie joined us to offer their 
experience to us. It was great to be getting different tips from different people! We did some shadowing of ringing both 
strokes to get the rhythm and an idea of the speed. We practised hand transfers from the tail end to the sally and back. Again 
and again. It seemed relatively easy without the rope actually moving but the first time ringing both strokes was quite daunting. 
With both handstroke and backstroke, suddenly everything happened so fast and there was so much to remember!  It did feel 
great to actually be ringing, albeit with an experienced ringer ready to grab the rope at a moment's notice when it went out of 
control! Which it did. A lot. Over the next few weeks, the practice nights went so fast. 
Within the 3 months since starting to ring,  I have now managed to stand the bell at handstroke 10 times in a row and at 
backstroke 10 times in a row, I'm ringing rounds and starting to learn call changes (but I don't know if I'll ever understand 
them!). I'm learning to ring the bell up and down (which sometimes goes better than others) and getting to know what to do to 
make the bell ring faster and slower. 
 I 'm really enjoying the challenge of learning something new and with a great group of people.  
Helen Lowe 
  
 

 
 

  Leicester Guild Ringing Course 2014 
 
After a break of 19 years the Leicester Guild Ringing Course was re-established. The HQ for the event was Ullesthorpe Scout 
Campsite near Lutterworth. With 34 students taking up courses ranging from first steps in plain hunt up to surprise major. 4 
sessions of ringing were organised over Friday, Saturday and Sunday. A key part of this was the number of helpers who gave time 
to assist with the ringing and teaching; without this the course would not take place, so many thanks to the helpers for making the 
weekend a tremendous success. The accommodation for the weekend was bunkhouses set in a very nice woodland setting. There 
was a common area that was used for serving meals and general activities. The dumb bell simulator was erected and proved to be 
a very popular activity as students and helpers improved their ringing and listening skills. I would also like to thank Chris Sansome 
for the fantastic organisation of the weekend, Mick Angrave for organisation of the campsite and bunkhouse facility and most 
importantly Ruth Jackson (a friend of Mick) for all the superb catering.  
 
If you would like to get a flavour of the weekend and maybe consider attending next year I have written a diary of my time on the 
course. 
Friday 12th September 2014 

18:30 and we're off! LGD ringing course opens. After 12 months 
planning and a 19 year gap it is great to kick this off again. Gave a 
quick welcome to all attendees. Key message: it is your weekend have 
lots of fun. Handed over to Mick Angrave to run through the logistics. 
 
Fantastic pasta meal was served.  
 
7:30 off to Sharnford. Sat in a Garry Mason ‘master class’ on plain 
hunt. Good ringing session to determine capability of students. 
Finished ringing at 9pm 
 
Cheese cake (previously too frozen for tea) and beer. Bed at 12 (early 
night for the RC, need to work on that!!) 
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Saturday 13th September  
Chris Sansome brings cup of tea at 7am - very nice 
Breakfast bacon rolls - brilliant 

 
Off to the dumb bell simulator. Assisted with listening skills with 
several students. It is harder than it looks to ring rounds. Paul Akins 
rang 3 leads of Bristol and struggled - it catches us all out! 
 
 
10am arrive at Whetstone to see Group E plain minor. Sally Brown 
doing a great job and lots of helpers to ring plain bob minor and 
Kent Treble Bob Minor 
 
10:50 head off to Kirby Muxloe to see Group F surprise minor led 
by Howell Williams. Cambridge Minor with Bobs and Singles for all 
students, very advanced. Tower packed with people.  
 

12pm Lunch at home  
 

2pm Barwell with Group A plain hunt led by Nicholas Parr. Plain hunt in 4 using call changes, followed by full speed plain hunt 

on 4, 5-6 covering.Had to leave just before cup of tea served  
 
3:15 arrive at Market Bosworth to see Group G led by Dave Carling. Bristol and Stedman were the methods. Called a touch of 
Stedman with singles! Just for you Margie Brimacombe.  
Finished with a really good plain course of Bristol for Steve Millington   
 
4:15 heading back to the scout camp.  
 
More simulator time led by John Cook, I think we may have some new recruits!! 

 
6:15 time for dinner. Chicken casserole - fantastic (had 
seconds, considered 3rds but pudding looked too good so 
need to make room) 
 
Had the chance to say a quick thank you to Mick Angrave and 
Chris Sansome for organising the weekend. A suitable gift was 
presented.  
 
7:30 handbells!! Plain bob minor. I am very rusty and can't get 

through a quarter peal. Open ringing at Shawell and Sapcote, 
both very well attended.  
 
11pm Someone finds a packet of balloons, balloon fight 
breaks out followed by making funny noises with balloons – 

okay time for bed 
 
Bed at midnight. That was a fantastic day. So many positive comments and everyone saying how much progress is being made. 
Students` ringing ability being transformed during the sessions. 
Quotes 
"That concludes and afternoon of incredible progress" 
"I feel much more confident ringing with others" 
"I just hope I wake up tomorrow and can remember everything I have learnt" 
 
Sunday 14th September 7am 
Chris Sansome brings cup of tea (as usual now) 
Noticed that Stephen Aldridge had disappeared out of the dorm. He had moved next door saying it was like sleeping with a 
Diesel engine in our dorm!! Must be Chris and Mick's snoring ;-)   
 
8:30 just remembered it is my wedding anniversary today so better get back home to cover that one! 
 
Wedding anniversary sorted - Service ringing at Kirby Muxloe 
 
12pm fantastic lunch at the centre followed by a group photo. Mick presented Ruth Jackson with a suitable gift – she even agreed 
to come back next year! 
 
2pm arrived at Countesthorpe to join Group C led by John Cook. Bob Doubles and Plain Hunt. Great atmosphere. Missed my 
sally on the 3rd (new rope), missed my sally on the tenor (not a new rope) - I think I need to go on a course!!! 
 
3pm over to Croft to meet up with Paul Atkins running the doubles course. Bob Doubles and Grandsire. Great atmosphere and 
Paul calmly in charge of everything 
 
4pm and that's all. Ringing finished now back to the scout camp.  
 
Feedback is fantastic with everyone saying how much they enjoyed it. So course closed and time to clean the scout hut and then 
head home – Post RC blues kick in on way home, shall we do it again next year – we have to don’t we??? 
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– Chair Recruitment & Education Committee 
 
RISING RINGERS 
 
Rising ringers met at Oadby on Saturday 26th July. Lots of rounds and call changes and plain hunt on 8 was rung. It was very hot 
in the tower. Great evening and lots of progress was made. 
Next meeting 27th September 7pm Ratby. 
Mark Pendery 
 
 

 
AROUND THE DISTRICTS 

 
Hinckley :- 
 
 
Having missed the deadline for the last newsletter – one of the penalties of being retired is that you always seem to be on 
holiday – there is a bit of catching up to do in the Hinckley District. 
Where to start? Well, we didn’t win the Guild Striking Competition in April, coming second to the team from Loughborough, 
despite once again entering two teams. 
Our April meeting started in Witherley but then, by way of a change, we went over the border to St Nicholas’ in Nuneaton, a 
“grab” for many of our newer ringers and visitors. 
Quarter peals were rung for St George at Hinckley and Sapcote and 11 ringers from the Fenn Lanes Ringers rang for St 
George's Day at Polesworth Abbey at lunchtime, and at St Mary's Atherstone in the evening. 
For the annual picnic in May we visited Congerstone in the afternoon – as is typical on picnic day it poured with rain just as 
we arrived at the church! After a slow start there was a reasonable turn out for ringing on the five – another “grab” for quite a 
few. The weather perked up for the picnic on Bosworth Park and the sun even managed to show its face! Evening ringing at 
Market Bosworth was well attended and the evening finished, as usual, putting the world to rights in the Red Lion! 
For our annual outing in June we had a full coach for our outing to Worcestershire (and a bit of Herefordshire) visiting 
Claines, Kempsey, Colwall, Powick and Malvern Link. The organiser got things the right way round this year as the bell (and 
the ringing) got steadily better throughout the day. The only slight down came at the end of the day when the food at the pub 
proved to be a disappointment after seeming to be a real bargain (moral: there’s no such thing as a free lunch!). Still, the beer 
was very good and everyone seemed to have a good time! 
In July we visited Cosby and Croft. Over the last few years we had moved away from a Saturday meeting in July as many 
people were on holiday. The demand was back though and we just had two afternoon towers and, on a gloriously sunny day, 
there was an excellent turn out at both towers bolstered by Margie’s ever-full teapot!  
July was tinged with sadness as we learned of the death of Dorothy Wright from Stoke Golding. In his obituary, John Patullo 
writes, “Dorothy, a warm, gentle, good-natured lady, enjoyed over 55 years as a ringer until about 2004. She was lucky enough 
to have granddaughters who also learnt to ring. So for a while there were three generations of her family ringing together at 
Stoke Golding. To the ringers she was always known as "Mrs Wright" until just before the end of her ringing years when she 
insisted she be called Dorothy, but she was still really Mrs Wright! She was a loyal member of the Stoke Golding band, rarely 
absent from Tuesday practices and Sunday service ringing. She also took part in the District striking competitions. A member 
of the Leicester Guild of Church Bell Ringers, she was a very accomplished ringer and could ring a variety of Surprise Minor 
methods faultlessly.” 
Stoke Golding 
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Thursday, 31 July 2014 
1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor 
1 P Mary Cheesewright 
2 Eileen J Goodall 
3 Luke G Groom 
4 John S Patullo 
5 Geoffrey N Goodall (C) 
6 J Michael Roberts 
Rung immediately after the funeral of Dorothy Wright who was a ringer at this church for 55 years. 
 
That just about brings us up to date, as we did not meet in August. Our traditional meeting Saturday in September was given 
over to the ringing course and, I have to say, it was a good swap! 
 
To finish on a high, congratulations to: 
 
Julia Biggs of Burbage on ringing her first quarter of Stedman Triples and her first of Norwich 
Brian Cartwright of Hinckley on ringing his first quarter on eight 
Gillian and Luke Groom of Stoke Golding on ringing their first quarter of major 
Gemma Wormleighton of Sapcote on ringing her first quarter on 8, and firsts of treble bob (on 6 and 8) 
Gemma and Lucy Wormleighton on ringing their first quarter together 
David Kosniowski of Fenny Drayton on ringing his first quarter on an inside bell and then his first of treble bob 
Jane Boyd of Barwell on ringing her first quarter 
Michael Pickering of Barwell on his first quarter as conductor. 
Vicky Semak of Sapcote on ringing her first quarter of spliced minor on the treble (Little, Plain and Cambridge) 
Charlie Worger of Enderby on ringing his first quarter of Cambridge Minor inside 
Phil Staples, Martin Mellor and Michael Vernon on ringing their first quarter of Norwich 
Tony Rowan on calling his first quarter of Norwich 
Gina Groom of Stoke Golding on ringing her first quarter 
 
It is fantastic to see so many of the young (and not so young) ringers achieving these “firsts”, no doubt there will be many 
more to come! 

Chris Sansome 
 
Leicester :- 
 
Since the publication of the last newsletter the Leicester District has held 3 meetings and an additional focus practice. In July 
we held our focus practice at St Margarets in the morning, ringing plenty of surprise major. We followed it by a picnic lunch at 
Greenacres cafe at Leicester North Station. We had open ringing at Birstall and Thurcaston before joining the  Guild BBQ at 
Wanlip. We were joined by 3 visitors from Derbyshire, Kathy and Neil and Ann Westman. 
In August we held our meeting at Kirby Muxloe on the first Saturday morning. We had a very well attended practice and 2 
new junior members, Craig and Matthew. 
In September we held our focus practice and a evening meeting at Lutterworth, both well attended. 
Several district members ventured down to Newbury to the Ringing Roadshow to support the Education Committee. I 
suspect that will be covered elsewhere in the newsletter! 
We are looking forward to our usual practices in October, the first Monday evening at Blaby and the first Saturday morning 
focus at St Margarets. We aim to ring surprise major at our focus practices but if anyone has any suggestions we would 
endeavor  to satisfy all requests. We have rung Stedman and Caters/Royal on some sessions. Our main aim is good striking 
and look to cover a step (or 2) beyond Rising and Progressing ringers, something you perhaps wouldn't be able to ring at a 
weekly practice night. 
We look forward to hosting the Guild AGM at the end of October at St Thomas', South Wigston and hope to see many Guild 
members there! 
Angel Preston  

 
RINGING TO MARK THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OUTBREAK OF WORLD WAR ONE 

 
On Sunday 3rd August 2014 a Commemorative Service was held at Ratby to remember the 37 men who died during the Great 
War, 1914 – 1918, from the Parish of Ratby.  
Prior to the Service there was general half-muffled ringing with the participants being:- 

 Rebecca and Mark Banner 

 Lianne Brooks  

 Pam and Francis Fisher  

 Joyce and Anthony Haywood  

 Valerie Pears  

 Mark Pendery and  

 Alan Whitmee 
The following methods were rung:- Call Changes, Plain Hunt, Plain Bob Doubles and Grandsire Triples 
Francis Fisher  
 
Loughborough :-  
 
Loughborough District meetings continue to be well attended.  At Lockington in August, we welcomed some ringers 
experiencing ringing outside their home tower for the first time and also ringers stretching themselves to ring methods such as 
Bristol Major and Little Bob Max.   
 
Our Walking Tour and Treasure Hunt in East Leicestershire was maybe our highlight over the summer months.  After 
meeting up and ringing at Gaulby, we walked down quiet country lanes to Illston on the Hill and King’s Norton. The Treasure 
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Hunt provided a great competitive spirit amongst adults and teenagers as we explored the local villages and countryside 
looking for clues.  Back to our cars at Gaulby, we headed off to Billesdon for the final ring of the day.  We followed this by a 
fantastic meal at the Queen’s Head where the much anticipated results of the treasure hunt were announced.   
 
_____________________________ 
Helen Watts 
 
Helen Watts, the Loughborough District Secretary, sadly passed away on 13th September 2014 at the age of 45.  
 
Helen started ringing handbells whilst still at school in Lincoln and went on to learn to ring at St Giles Church in 
Lincoln.  Helen moved to Loughborough in 1990 with her partner and started ringing at Wymeswold.  In 2007 she joined the 
ringers at All Saints Loughborough, but still rang regularly at Wymeswold.  Helen became a member of the Leicester Diocesan 
Guild in 2009. She served on the Loughborough District Committee for a number of years before taking on the position of 
Secretary in December 2013.   
 
Helen started to feel unwell around May this year.  In July she was admitted to hospital and diagnosed with breast cancer. 
Unfortunately the cancer was too advanced to treat and she moved to LOROS at the beginning of August where she passed 
away on 13th September. 
 
Helen did not have any family living close by, but throughout her illness, the ringers from Loughborough and Wymeswold 
were with her.  There were very few days when a ringer was not popping in before work, spending their afternoon with her, or 
speeding down the A6 to see her at the end of the day.  She was always interested in what was going on up the tower, down 
the pub and in the district.  She was involved throughout.  We held a district committee meeting one evening at LOROS; we 
also arranged an outing for her to meet up with many of the Loughborough and Wymeswold ringers - we rang at Anstey and 
then in traditional style we took her to the pub. She contributed to the funny moments, the banter and shared our ringing 
achievements. Her sense of humour shone through to the very end. 
 
The Loughborough and Wymeswold ringers, and the Loughborough District committee will miss her enormously. Our hearts 
go out to her family at this very sad time. 
 
Judith Godfrey 

 
Melton :- 
 
Melton district meetings continue to be well attended and successful - this month (Sept)  we are trying a joint meeting with our 
neighbours at Loughborough with a ring at All Saints .  
The 3 bells at Ab Kettleby are now being rung for Sunday Services - we're not sure how long it has been since this happened but 
can't find anyone in the area who remembers them being rung (so does that count as 'living memory'?). Congratulations to James 
Lowe and Martin Paling on training the new ringers to enable this to happen following their ITTS 1 course , thanks also to John 
Adcock / Jackie Parlby / Pete Brown for supporting James and Martin as they start teaching . 
Plans are still ongoing to add 2 new trebles and a tenor to this tower to make a ring of 6.  
Congratulations to Pete Brown on passing his ITTS 1 final assessment - this is being put to good use with 4 new ringers now 
regularly ringing at Thurnby for Sunday service and practice nights and another 2 new recruits just starting at Twyford. 
 
Market Harborough :- 
 
The District ‘Strike-fest’ was held in September.  Twenty four ringers assembled at Shawell: there were two tower bands 
(according to the District rules), and another six bands were put together from those present, with everyone ringing in at least two 
bands.  The competition was ably judged by Des Jones from Rugby, who congratulated all the bands on the standard of the 
ringing, commenting that all the bands achieved some very good ringing, and giving some very constructive comments about the 
ringing. 
The trophy (for the highest placed tower band) was won by Oadby, who were the overall winners of the competition.  A ‘scratch’ 
band ringing Stedman Doubles were placed second; third was one ringing St Simon’s; fourth, one ringing Bob Doubles; fifth one 
ringing Plain Hunt; sixth Shawell; seventh (almost) Kibworth; eighth one ringing rounds and call changes.  The Achievers Trophy 
was awarded to the Shawell band, entering for the first time, and with several people ringing in their first competition, although 
the Chairman did also congratulate two of the Kibworth youngsters on their first competition.   
After the ringing, a number of people retired to the Swan in the village, for a drink and/or lunch, and a catch up on ‘the gossip’.  
This is now the third year that we have held the competition in this format, and it is a great success.  It gives people the 
opportunity to ring in a competition, even if their own tower band is not strong enough to enter, and we can pretty much 
guarantee eight bands.  It is also advantageous that people are not just ringing in one band during the morning, and get a chance 
to ring with different people. 
Andrew Young 
 
Syston :- 
  

Syston district would like to urge all members to attend the AGM on Monday 10th November. We need to see how to move 
the district forward and welcome comments about events and practices that you want to happen. There will be ringing at 6pm 
and the meeting will start at 7pm. If you can't attend please email your comments to syston@leicesterdg.org.uk. 
 
Amanda Adams 
 
 

 
L.D.G. 2025 COMMITTEE 

 
In the last edition of the Newsletter we indicated that a rule change would be presented at the AGM aimed at updating the 
structure of the General Committee, with the intent of creating a smaller and more dynamic body. 
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The purpose of the General Committee is to provide leadership to the Guild in line with the objectives and the rules. The 
perception of the current General Committee meetings isthat there is an imbalance between time spent on administration and 
that spent on the short and long term needs of the Guild. 
 
The thinking is to re-structure the General Committee to better serve its purpose. Specifically that a smaller body of people 
will give a more focused discussion allowing action on both administration and planning. A second benefit is that a smaller 
group would be less intimidating.Consequently the purpose of the rule change is to reduce the number of members of the GC 
and for each member to clearly understand their role; their reason for attendance. 
 
A quick check of the Guild objectives shows they are typically aligned to the sub-committees. Therefore, the General 
Committee acts as an escalation & resolution point for those sub-committees in delivering those objectives.Similarly the 
Districts manage many of the local ringing activities and again the General Committee acts as an escalation & resolution point 
for District committees.  
 
Therefore the General Committee should include one representative from each District and one representative from each sub-
committee plus the key Guild leadership roles. 
 
If the rule change is agreed, in the future the GC will be made up of: 

 The President 

 The Vice President 

 The Secretary 

 The Treasurer 

 The Public Relations Officer 

 A member of each District (six) 

 A member of each of the Sub-Committees (four) 

 The Trustees (two). 
 
As today, an individual can have more than one role on the committee. The smaller Group will allow the conversation to be 
far more interactive, ensuring questions are asked and decisions made. Discussion on the issues facing the Guild within this 
key Committee is important to support the continued health of Ringing in the Leicester Diocese. 
 
The member representing a specific sub-committee would be the conduit between the General Committee and the sub-
committee. Similarly a member representing a District would be the conduit between the District and the General Committee. 
So, for example, if a District wanted to request support for a specific event, their representative would bring it up at a General 
Committee meeting. If a sub-committee required advice on a specific point then their representative would raise it. 
 
The Secretary can invite any member to participate in a General Committee Meeting, typically in support of a specific agenda 
item. This is most obvious in the case of the Central Council Representatives who could seek General Committee input ahead 
of the annual central council meeting. 
  
On its own the rule change does not change the focus of the General Committee, which is in the gift of the President & 
Secretary when agreeing the agenda. However a smaller group should enable a deeper conversation and a clearer set of actions 
to move the Guild forward. 
 
Dave Carling   

 
 

                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                            

 
WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU ABOUT BELL INSTALLATIONS? 

 

From time to time, Churches undergo Reordering. 
The most notable include the following:- 

 Disable access 

 Comfortable seating 

 Heating and lighting 

 Audio visual equipment 

 Kitchen 

 Toilet 
In order to make ringing more comfortable and appealing, I have been contemplating what is important to me and perhaps 
others may agree. 

 Easy access to the ringing chamber 

 Environmental factors - lighting, temperature, fresh air 

 Conditions of decor - floors, ceiling and walls 

 Good housekeeping - cleanliness and tidiness 

 Suitable facilities such as seating, tables, teaching aids etc. 
This is even before a rope is pulled or bell sounds! 
The next thing to notice is the condition and adjustment of ropes 

 Is the rope circle acceptable? ( Not too close to each other or walls etc.) 

 The `fall' of the ropes are unhindered or pulleys are functioning correctly 

 The `Go' of the bells 

 They are not add-struck ( or not enough to cause problems ) 

 All the bells are audible and not too loud or quiet 
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I wonder how every bell installation in the Guild would rate as Good - Needs Attention - Poor ( Needs more attention ) either 
Generally or on specific points? 

 I understand that some towers are more difficult to manage than others. 

 Rather than accept things the way they are, could things be improved 

 What will it take? Enthusiasm, more thought and care? 

 Are resources available ( people, equipment and money etc. ) 

 Does it need to be organised or managed? 

 Is there a plan? 
Please have a think about this and if you decide to do something, see if anyone notices! 

 
You never know, The Most Improved Tower may get some recognition! 

 
Nicholas Parr 
President 2014 
 


