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                     L.D.G NEWSLETTER 
 

      NEWSLETTER – FORTY SEVENTH  /   APRIL 2020        /      www.leicesterldg.org 
 
 

     EDITORIAL 
 
Normally at this time of the year we are enjoying the rugby season as it comes to a close and looking 
forward to spending days at Grace Road watching cricket. This is in addition to the immense pleasure we 
derive from our many and varied ringing activities. Suddenly they are all temporarily suspended due to 
circumstances beyond the control of any of us. It has made me realise that we probably take our 
pleasures for granted and they should receive greater appreciation. 
Hopefully the problems surrounding Coronavirus will soon come to a conclusion and we shall all be able 
to resume our many and varied activities. In the meantime stay safe and healthy. 
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    NO LONGER WITH US. 
 
Julian Pawley of Thurnby sadly passed away on Saturday 21st March 2020. Julian joined the Guild 
in July 1946. He served Thurnby Church and the Syston District in many ways over the years. A 
 
Ted Williams  of Bitteswell, sadly passed away 27th March 2020 after a short illness. He had been 
a supporter of Bitteswell church and was a late comer to ringing. 
 

LDG 100 CLUB DRAW 
 

JANUARY 
!st Prize Nos  20  2nd Prize Nos 142  3rd Prize Nos 167 
FEBRUARY 
!st Prize Nos  169 2nd Prize Nos  72  3rd Prize Nos 164 
MARCH 
!st Prize Nos  77  2nd Prize Nos 41   3rd Prize Nos  146 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
  
 

 2 

 HANDBELLS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY 
 
Just before Christmas 2019 I was contacted by a ringing friend of mine, Neville Parkin, who, due to his 
failing eyesight and his service in the Royal Air Force has become a member of the “Blind Veterans 
Association. 
He told me that at the Association’s office in Llanddudno there is a box of eight handbells presented by 
Leicester Cathedral in 1943. Both he and the Association were interested to know how the bells came to be 
in their possession. 
I promised Neville that I would do my best to uncover the mystery so I started by inspecting the Cathedral 
Society Minutes Book. There being very little ringing during the second world war and no meetings of the 
Cathedral ringers during that period apart from a peal rung on 13th December 1943, I drew a blank. My 
next thought was to inspect the Cathedral Chapter Meetings Minutes for that period but they are now 
maintained by the Leicestershire Records Office. 
Just by chance I was chatting to Richard Bimson at a Guild Committee Meeting about these handbells and 
he offered to make some inquiries for me. He actually responded to me before the evening was out and the 
following is what he uncovered. 
 

‘H.M.S. Renown’ – GIFT OF HANDBELLS 
 
On Thursday 2nd September 1943 the ringers of Leicester Cathedral met in the choir vestry to hand to the 
Bishop of Leicester a set of eight handbells, which are to be presented to “H.M.S. RENOWN, Leicester’s 
adopted warship. 
The Bishop had been asked by the Chaplain of ‘RENOWN’ to aid in obtaining a set of handbells for use in 
the ship, as there were ringers amongst the crew. An appeal to the Cathedral company met with a ready 
response, and a set of eight, made as good as new by Messrs John Taylor and Co. is the result. A brass plate 
on the box is inscribed, “Eight Bells, “H.M.S. RENOWN”. The bells were handed to the Bishop by the 
ringers who said it had been a pleasure to carry out the request and thanked those who had helped in the 
various stages of the work. Accepting the bells on behalf of the officers and men of “RENOWN”, the 
Bishop said he hoped they, as well as the bells of the Cathedral, would before long be ringing to celebrate 
peace. He read the letter he proposed to send. 
 
A message of good wishes from the ringers was also sent, with hope that the bells would prove of good use 
and give pleasure to those who rang and heard them. 
So, the mystery was partly solved although when the bells were transferred from the “RENOWN” to their 
present home is unknown. 
I am indebted to Richard Bimson for obtaining the above information 
 
PS “H.M.S RENOWN” was launched in March 1916 and retired in 1945 at the end of the war. She was 
sold for scrap in 1948. 
 
GWM 

A LETTER FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Members and Friends,  
Within the last few days, we have had our lives turned upside down. We’ve gone from ringing normally at 
our churches to no ringing and socialising at all. This evening would have been our District ringing, fish 
and chips and a quiz evening and we had already had lots of names for tea. Tomorrow, I had hoped to visit 
the Market Harborough and Melton District meetings – but, alas, will be staying at home. It’s quite sad to 
see lots of diaries emptying of upcoming events; I was looking forward to several events where I’d have 
been able to proudly wear my Badge of Office. 
One of the many strengths of the Guild is our community spirit and our many friendship groups. It is really 
nice to see that, in these very strange times, we’re all trying to “pull together” and technology is playing a 
really useful role. As I said in my speech at the Guild Dinner, during the war years when the bells were 
silenced, the Leicestershire ringers found all sorts of ways of keeping going. They had “clapperless” ringing 
meetings and they rang handbells for various church services including at several churches without bells. 
Because of the social distancing measures, these solutions aren’t appropriate for us at the moment, but I’m 
sure some of our fabulous Guild members will think of inventive things for us to do. 
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Please think about ways that we can keep ourselves connected during these difficult times. Mark has set up 
a series of virtual practice nights which many of us are looking forward to attending. It will be the social 
highlight of my week! Perhaps now is the time to think about what bell maintenance, rope splicing and 
ringing room “Spring cleaning” needs doing – bearing in mind both social distancing and lone working 
considerations. There are lots of bell ringing resources available on the internet – including our very own 
Guild web site. We have a very vibrant Guild Facebook group, but we need to be mindful that many of our 
members are not social media fans. 
Next year will be the 75th Anniversary of the Leicester Diocesan Guild. The Guild was formed as a result of 
the Midlands Counties Association being split into 4 new organisations – the Derby Association, the 
Southwell Diocesan Guild, the Leicester Diocesan and the Midland Counties Guild (which has since been 
absorbed into other associations). Celebrations are being planned and a small working group has been set 
up comprising members of the Derby, Southwell and Leicester Guilds to look at some joint celebrations. 
These include a Barn Dance and ways you would like to see us celebrate in our own Guild. There have 
already been some good ideas, but lots more would be welcomed. 
I attach a nice Springtime picture, taken when I rang recently at Ratby, and I very much look forward to us 
all being able to ring and socialise together again, in the meantime, stay safe and please don’t hesitate to ask 
if there’s anything that I or other Guild officers can do to help. 
 

FIRST QUARTER PEALS 
 

Leicester Diocesan Guild 
Wymeswold, Leicestershire 
St Mary 
Saturday 8th February 2020 in 39 minutes (11-3-9 in F#) 
1260 Grandsire Doubles 

1 Miles J de C Henshaw 
2 Jenny M Hastings 
3 Michael J de C Henshaw© 
4 Richard A M Thomas 
5 Mark Pendery 
6 Michael J Hastings 

First Quarter – 1 
 
Leicester Diocesan Guild 
Wymeswold, Leicestershire 
St Mary 
Saturday14th March 2020 in42 minutes (11-3-9 in F#) 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Jim Aitkinhead 
2 Sue Fossey 
3 Michael J de C Henshaw© 
4 Izabelle Bimson 
5 Richard A M Thomas 
6 Richard Bimson 

First Quarter – 1 
    THE PANCAKE BELL 
 
Following a custom that seems lost in the mists of time a bell at Great Glen church has rung out at 11am 
on Shrove Tuesday for several decades. The late Wally Allen, local ringer and blacksmith, kept the tradition 
going for over 40 years. 
The tradition goes back to the old days when the Church bell used to ring to let women know it was 11 
o’clock and time to get the batter ready for their husband’s lunch. 
It was Wally’s hope that the tradition would carry on well into the 21st Century at least. 
Wally’s wish has been granted and at 11am on Tuesday 25th February 2020, Amy Cook rang the Pancake 
Bell, something she and her late husband, Roland, have done for several years. 
Editor 
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SNIPPETS 

Missing your bell ringing fix? 
We've put together a playlist of different ringing films & documentaries for you to watch. 
Anything interesting we've missed from the list? Let us know in the 
comments.https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmJrg8h0wm_oRet6n3DlCIrCuPa_yB 

                              

    GUILD DINNER 

                       

 
 
This year’s annual L.D.G. dinner was again held at the home of Leicestershire County Cricket Club, Grace 
Road, Leicester. 
The food and service were again first class and we were all able to enjoy a convivial evening. Dinners tend 
to follow a well trodden path and, after clearing away the last of the dishes the speeches commenced in 
earnest. 
Richard Bimson proposed a toast to the church and the Bishop of Loughborough, Guli Francis-Dehquani 
replied. 
Our guest speaker this year was Alan Regin MBE who has been working tirelessly for some considerable 
time to research those ringers who died in the World Wars of the 20th Century. 
Each table at the dinner was associated with Leicestershire casualties who are listed as members of the 
Midlands Counties Association. 
YPRES – MENIN GATE 
John Bottrill of Anstey who fought at Gallipoli and is buried in Anstey Cemetery. 
George Mason of Sharnford who is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial. 
Edward Languish of Quorn who is buried at Grevillers Cemetery. 
Albert Rennocks of Quorn who is buried at Bellicourt Cemetery 
Jesse Laundson of Whetstone who is remembered at the Thiepval Memorial. 
Arnold Bradley Taylor who rang at Loughborough died at Contalmaison and is also remembered on the 
Thiepval Memorial. 
Alban Jarmon and Charles Reeve of Belton in Rutland are remembered on the Cambrai Memorial. 
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John (Jack) Taylor who was unattached is remembered at the Vimy Memorial. 
Detective Constable Edwin Trump, who rang at the Cathedral, was a civilian casualty at Stoughton Street, 
Leicester in 1940. 
The above are the unfortunate ones for many ringers here and elsewhere fought in both World Wars but 
were able to return home. 
An excellent and informative speech by Alan following which Guild President, Sally Brown, concluded that 
part of the evening with her maiden Guild speech. 
Our thanks go to several individuals whose efforts enabled us all to enjoy the evening but particularly our 
Guild Secretary, Carol Franklin, whose contribution was immense. 
Over 80 people sat down for dinner and we hope you will all return for this Guild function in 2021. 
 
 
Unfortunately, there was a boiler fault just after 10.00pm which the club staff were unable to fix. 
The Club have apologised for this which left some people cold and hope that it will not deter them 
from supporting the Guild function in 2021. 
 

 
      
The Editor 
 
 
    GRACE DIEU MANOR SCHOOL 
 
On the 4th March 2020 a Leicestershire School made the shock announcement that it would be closing in 
the Summer. 
Grace Dieu Manor School in Thringstone has been struggling to keep pace with a worsening financial 
situation hence the impending closure. 
The tower of the beautiful Chapel has a light ring of 6 bells. The front five were cast by Taylor’s in 1984 
whilst the Tenor, weighing in at 1-2-22 was cast by Taylor’s in 1912. 
It will be interesting to see what the future holds for both the building and the bells which are privately 
owned. 
 
The Editor 
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                                                                  BARWELL 
 
 

 
 
A peal was rung at Barwell in November 2018 to celebrate the life of Alan Hough who had been tower captain 
there for over 40 years. Barwell have an annual ringers’ service and on March 1st 2020 the service included the 
dedication of a peal board that Mick Angrave had been commissioned to make. Several of Alan’s relatives 
attended the service. Pictured with the peal board (L to R) are: John Hough (Alan’s brother), Sally Brown 
(LDG President and conductor of the peal), Mick Angrave (maker of the peal board and ringer of 6th), 
Michael Pickering (Tower Captain), Eileen Hough (Alan’s sister) and Barbara Hough (Alan’s widow). 
 
The President. 
 
    AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
 
HINCKLEY :- Forgive me if this report is a little muffled, as I am sitting typing in a face mask so as not 
to give you all the Coronavirus. 
Since my last report we have held our District AGM and somehow, I got re-elected to the post of District 
Secretary, whereas I rather suspected the men in white coats to come and get me. Anyway, in the absence 
of our Chairman, the chair was taken, by our now President Emeritus, Mr M Pendry. May I say thank you 
to him, for how well he took the chair. We elected Mr T Astill to the position of District Ringing Master 
and Mr M Banner on to the District Committee. All other roles remained the same. 
In January we hosted the Guild Winter Social at Sibson and Sheepy Magna. This coincided with our usual 
District Meeting and so took the form of our meeting with a Social tacked on. In total some 39 people were 
in attendance, which considering these 2 towers are about as far west as you can get in the Guild. was good 
going. We were warmly welcomed at Sheepy Magna in the newly re-ordered church. If you are ever in the 
area it is well worth a visit to see how a church can be in the 21st Century. A tea of homemade soup and 
cakes, splendidly provided by the local ringers, was enjoyed by all. After tea a Domino Drive had been 
arranged, to the merriment and amusement of all.  
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Our February meeting was held at Sharnford and Sapcote and, as is now becoming the norm for our 
meetings, was well attended. 25 people signed the book with 2 visitors from Oxfordshire. Sadly, due to a 
work commitment I was not able to attend this meeting, but, information received from sources, states yet 
again how good the tea was at Sapcote, the Cajun Chicken sandwiches being the most commented upon. 
By the time you read this, we will have held our March meeting at Swepstone and Market Bosworth. We 
will have had a “Bring your own Tea” with liquid refreshment provided by the Bosworth ringer’s. See the 
next Guild Newsletter for further details. 
We will not be having a meeting in April as it will fall in Holy Week. My I wish you all a blessed Easter. 
Dates for your diaries. Our May meeting will follow the, now traditional, format of ringing, walk, picnic (get 
wet or freeze) and ringing. Hopefully we will ring at Hugglescote, have our walk round The Sense Valley 
Country Park at Ibstock and then ring at Ibstock. Our June meeting will be our Annual District Outing to 
an area to be decided. 
I must apologise for the errors in the piece I wrote for the last Guild Newsletter.  
In the recipe it should have read “Half a tin of Anchovies” not “Half a Ton” and “Enough Curry Powder to 
cover a table spoon” and not “To cover a table” I hope these errors did not spoil your enjoyment of the 
recipe. 
 
Keep those back strokes pulled in. 
Martin Mellor 
 
Leicester :- 
 
Continuing on from 2019, we mixed the morning of the first Saturday of the month between quarter peals and 
training mornings. The first Saturday in January had two quarter peal attempts. Unfortunately one was lost but 
the second was successful, being Rebecca Lee’s first of Surprise Major and Lewis Benfield’s first of Yorkshire 
SM. For the first meeting of the year we joined the Evington ringers at their practice. An enjoyable evening 
with twenty ringers present and the locals given the opportunity to extend themselves. Two new members of 
the Guild were elected. 
In February Garry and Lewis ran a training morning at Evington which proved very successful. Later in the 
week we joined the Cathedral band for the regular Thursday night practice. Unusually this wasn’t such a well 
attended District practice so perhaps a chilly night in the City wasn’t a good plan. 
In March the focus practice returned to St Margaret’s where two quarter peals were completed allowing 
Rebecca Odames to ring her first of Cambridge S. Minor and Rebecca Lee to ring her first of Cambridge S. 
Major. This month we journeyed to Ratby for their Friday night practice which was well attended with 20 
people present. A further two new members of the Guild were elected. 
During this first quarter of the year Jenny Ace rang her first of S. Maximus and Lewis Benfield rang his first of 
Stedman Cinques. They were also involved in an attempt at Stedman Cinques at the Cathedral where we 
tripped when in sight of the finish line, but a really good effort by both. 
 
Dave Carling 
 
Market Harborough District :- 
 
Unfortunately, our Christmas carol service and social had to be cancelled, due to a lack of numbers.  It seems 
that we all just have so much on in the build up to Christmas that support for this has dwindled.  At the 
opposite end of the spectrum, the February practice was a roaring success both for the ringing and the social 
side. First, a morning practice at Peatling Parva (6), where 20+ ringers from the District and beyond attended, 
and a range of methods were rung, Then, we battled our way through the wind and horizontal rain for lunch 
at The Shires, just along the road, where 21 of us had a wonderful lunch and a chance to catch up on the 
gossip.  Thanks, Diana for making all the arrangements. 
Between Christmas and New Year, we held a very successful Surprise Minor training morning, focussing on 
Cambridge S Minor and Carlisle S Minor.  This was followed up by a successful quarter of Carlisle, with 
Graham Redman ringing his first in method.   
Obviously ringing in the District has now been suspended until further notice, but we look forward to better 
times, when our bells will ring out again, and we can get together over a coffee or a pint.  Until then we are 
working on ways of maintaining our District (and Guild) camaraderie through the uncertain weeks to come. 

Andrew Young (Chair & Ringing Master 
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Melton ;- 
 
Well it has been a strange few months. After great District Meetings at Hickling (January) and 
Whymondham (February), as a district we have already agreed to cancel our March meeting at Syston 
before the Government directive. 
In other news, our ‘Pickwell Pealers” are going from strength to strength. 
If you recall, we had interest expressed from people in Pickwell who wanted to learn to ring as part of the 
‘Ringing Remembers’ initiative. Initially the ‘Pealers” were supported to be able to chime the bells but 
following on from this success, five ‘Pealers’ wanted to learn to ring full circle. 
In July 2019, Peter Brown, Garry and Sue Mason did 3-hour sessions each Monday for the month to get 
the Pickwell team up and running on the basics. From there, Peter and bell-ringing colleagues from 
Twyford, Tilton and Ashby Folville have provided weekly support at local churches (Pickwell bells are not 
very easy to ring!) to move the ‘Pealers’ forward. 
This effort culminated in the first public performance for two of the ‘Pealers”, Paul Watson and David 
Wicks on 27th February, on their home bells, where they were able to form part of the band that rang for 
the licensing of our new ‘House for Duty’ Vicar. 
This effort was also a real triumph as a few weeks earlier an inspection of the bells in the Pickwell tower 
had identified an issue with the pulley-blocks being excessively worn and the ropes in dire need of re-
splicing. 
David and Paul organised local resources to re-build the pulley-blocks and Peter replaced the ‘short’ splices 
with ‘long splices’ to run better through the pulley-blocks. With the support of Eric Leeson as well, the 
pulley-blocks and the ropes were all re-fitted the day before the licensing service. 
The bells are ringing much more smoothly now and there is a plan to replace the plain bearings with roller 
bearings in the near future. 
As do we all, Melton is looking forward to resuming meetings and practice nights in the not too dim and 
distant. 
 
Peter Brown 

 
 

 RISING RINGERS 
 
Howell Williams has taken over the running of the Rising Ringers from Mark Pendery. 
Sadly, in light of the CoronaVirus Pandemic and in line with UK guidance (Church and Gov.) Howell is 
suspending all Rising Ringer’s meetings/practices from NOW until further notice. 
The new Midlands Competition, due to take place at Alrewas on Saturday 16th May 2020 has now been 
cancelled. 
So far, the R.W.N.Y.C. competition, due to take place in York on the 4th July 2020, has NOT YET been 
cancelled, (in hope of a short period for Coronavirus issues). If later we find this event can/will go ahead, 
we will need to have a meeting (on line?) to discuss/agree if we go or not (and how we get there). 
Strange times indeed. 
 
Howell Williams 
 
    PROGRESSIVE RINGERS 
 
As I expected you have anticipated, progressing ringers’ meetings are suspended for the time being due to 
the coronavirus outbreak. hopefully they can resume before too long. 
I am planning to stand down as co-ordinator and facilitator of the meetings soon. We will need to find 
replacements for this role. I have really enjoyed it and despite my own limited ringing ability the 
opportunity to develop my skills in organising and running the meetings has been very rewarding. I have 
had a huge amount of support and it has been a team effort, I am extremely grateful to all who have 
supported me and come to the practices – especially my ‘regulars’. 
I am happy to carry on booking the towers for the moment and would recommend that a small team of 
people take responsibility for running the practices between them so that they can share the commitment 
of being available every month for the morning. Although we need some experienced volunteers this is a 
great opportunity for up-and-coming ringers to get involved also. 
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If you would like to know more or get involved, contact me or Sally Brown for a chat. 
Best wishes and stay well. 
 
Heather Morris 
 
    ALAN JACQUES AWARD 
 
The closing date for nominations for 2020 is 31st July 2020-01-09 
Nominations should be sent to mark.pendery@btinternet.com 
(mailto:mark.pendery@btinternet.com) by 31st July 
 
A nomination form can be downloaded in Word 
(/joomla2/images/downloads/Alan_Jacques_Nomination_Form_2020.doc) or PDF 
(/joomla2/images/downloads/Alan_Jacques_Award_Nomination_Form_2020.pdf0 
 

VIRTUAL PRACTICE 
 

Thank you to everyone who made the first “Virtual Practice” last night, 42 people joined. Great to see all 
the smiling faces. 
Going forward we will have 2 sessions per week. 
Friday 8.00pm – social meet up 
Monday 8.00pm-various learning activities each week (listening, ringing by notation, calling 
Stedman….etc…. ideas wanted) 
https://sap-se.zoom.us/j/4944722369 
 
Mark Pendery 
 

LETTER FROM YOUR TREASURER 
 
Subscriptions 
 
Very many thanks to everyone who has already paid their subscription for 2020, and especially those who 
have paid by bank standing order, bank transfer or internet/telephone banking.  
With the cancellation of ringing because of the Coronavirus/Covid-19, District Secretaries will not be able 
to collect subscriptions as usual. It would be very helpful if as many members as possible made 
arrangements to pay their subscription directly to the Guild bank account. It is also possible to pay tower 
subscriptions that way, in that case also letting your District Secretary and the Guild Treasurer have a 
breakdown of the names and amounts contained within the total. In each case the reference should be the 
two-letter code for your district (HI, LE, LO, MH, MM or SY) followed by your name (for a personal 
subscription) or the tower name (for a tower). For security reasons, I am not including details of the Guild 
bank account here, but if you do not have them, then please email me at treasurer@leicesterdg.org.uk, and 
I will provide this information. 
The timely payment of subscriptions makes it much easier to manage the Guild’s finances, and enables the 
Guild to hold subscription levels down. In autumn 2019, for example, it looked as if we would need to 
increase subscriptions for 2020, but we actually ended the year with a surplus, due to the large number of 
subscriptions paid by members (or paid to the Treasurer by District Secretaries) in the second half of the 
year. 
We are in unusual times, and I know many people are missing their ringing and the social contact which 
goes with it. Hopefully things will soon return to normal, but in the meantime, please help us keep 
subscriptions to the present level by paying promptly, and please consider paying annually in future by 
standing order. You can also pay 100 Club subscriptions by standing order, to a different account. Please 
ask for details. Many thanks for your help with this. 
  
Pam Fisher 
  

 
 

mailto:mark.pendery@btinternet.com
mailto:mark.pendery@btinternet.com)
https://sap-se.zoom.us/j/4944722369
mailto:treasurer@leicesterdg.org.uk
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   THE 50 METHOD CHALLENGE 
 
Why? The internal walls at St Peter’s Church, Oadby have become dangerous. In Victorian times the walls 
were repointed, but they used a non-flexible cement-based mortar, which does not move with the natural 
movement of the stonework. As a result, large chunks of mortar are falling out, some from high up on the 
walls. We therefore need to raise £210,000 to remove all the old mortar and repair the walls. We, as 
bellringers, wanted to do something towards this massive fundraising effort. 
What? We decided not to ring a peal or a quarter peal (for a number of reasons) but wanted to do something 
that would really challenge the band. Therefore, we decided on a plain course of each method – but how 
many methods? My first idea was 30 methods in an hour, but a quick calculation showed that 30 plain courses 
would only take about 45 minutes, so why not 40 methods?  Then I thought, why stop at 40?  Why not go 
for 50? Even though around half the methods were “short course“ methods (30 changes in the plain course), 
we thought it would probably take just over an hour, but on the day we set a good pace and completed the 
1760 changes in 58 minutes. 
When?  We rang the challenge on Saturday 14th March, starting at 10:15 a.m.  We were fortunate to get the 
challenge completed before the suspension of ringing took effect, after service ringing the next day.  
Refreshments (including numerous donated cakes) were served in the church during the performance, and 
CCTV in the ringing chamber projected the ringers onto the big screen in the church. Around 50 people 
from the congregation and the local community came along to listen to the bells and have a chat over coffee 
and cake.  
Success?  Yes, yes, yes.  (1) At the ringing level we succeeded in ringing 50 methods and achieved excellent 
ringing throughout, with only a few blips. (2) At a social level a jolly time was had by all (which has proven 
all the more important, given subsequent developments) and raised lots of interest in ringing.  (3) We raised 
at least £1,200 towards the walls project – money is still coming in. 
Details: St. Peter’s, Oadby: Saturday 14th March; 1760 Doubles (50 methods); in 58 minutes.  
  1- Jane Farrelly  2 - Diana Young    3 - Terry Iliffe    
  4 - Steve Millington 5 - Andrew Young (c)  6 - Chris Swain-Phipps. 
Methods: One plain course of each of  Twineham, Bampton Place, Fifield, St Ouen Place, Maltby, Chevasse 
Place, Callender, Montgomeryshire Place, Carnaervonshire, Flintshire Place, Merionethshire, Radnorshire 
Place, Westminster II, Blackburn Place, St. Hillary, Dragon Place, Knapton, Lyng Place, Intwood, Strelly 
Place, New Bob, Huntspill, St. Vedast, Blaisdon, Forncett, Ellingham, Beddingham, Screveton, St Nicholas, 
Winchendon Place, St. Remgius, Huntley Place, Fundenhall, Haddiscoe Place, Harpley, Ossington Place, St 
Simon, St Martin, St Osmund, Eynesbury, Braywood, Welford, Longworth, Sutton upon Trent, Plain Bob, 
Reverse Canterbury Place, Candlesby SC, Raveningham SC, Grandsire, Antelope Place. 

Andrew Young 
DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
  
Within the last few days, we have had our lives turned upside down. We’ve gone from ringing 
normally at our churches to no ringing and socialising at all. This evening would have been our 
District ringing, fish & chips and quiz evening and we had already had lots of names for tea. 
Tomorrow, I had hoped to visit the Market Harborough and Melton District meetings – but, alas, will 
be staying at home. It’s quite sad to see lots diaries emptying of upcoming events. I was looking 
forward to several events where I’d have been able to proudly wear my Badge of Office.  
  
One of the many strengths of the Guild is our community spirit and our many friendship groups. It is 
really nice to see that, in these very strange times, we’re all trying to “pull together” and technology 
is playing a really useful role.  As I said in my speech at the Guild Dinner, during the war years when 
the bells were silenced, the Leicestershire ringers found all sorts of ways to keep going. They various 
church services including at several churches without bells. Because of the social distancing 
measures, these solutions aren’t appropriate for us at the moment, but I’m sure some of our 
fabulous Guild members will think of inventive things for us to do. 
 


