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                    L.D.G NEWSLETTER 
 

      NEWSLETTER – FORTY EIGHTH  /   JUNE 2020        /      www.leicesterldg.org 
 
 

     EDITORIAL 
 
I never cease to be amazed at the ingenuity displayed by so many ringers to keep us all occupied during 
the enforced lockdown due to Covid-19. Until we can resume normal ringing do your best to keep fit, 
healthy and safe. 
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    NO LONGER WITH US. 
 
BETTY LAPWORTH  of Claybrooke, sadly died in a Nursing Home in Rugby in April 2020 
 
 

LDG 100 CLUB DRAW 
 

APRIL 
!st Prize Nos  66  2nd Prize Nos 159 3rd Prize Nos 121 
MAY 
!st Prize Nos  128 2nd Prize Nos  130 3rd Prize Nos  161 
JUNE 
!st Prize Nos  70  2nd Prize Nos 24  3rd Prize Nos  38 
 
 
 

THE FORGOTTEN PEAL  
 

"This lockdown is an excellent opportunity for you to tidy and clear your office, something you have 
contemplated for years”, said Rita. “Yes” I agreed though with perhaps not the enthusiasm of my wife. So, 
readers, the task commenced, but it wasn’t long before I chanced upon the old battered exercise book in 
which I had recorded most of my peals. The work paused as turning the pages I relapsed into a pleasant 
reverie. There was my first peal on ten bells, Grandsire Caters rung at St. John-the-Divine on November 
22nd 19497 in honour of the wedding of Lt. Phillip Mountbatten and Princess Elizabeth. Josiah Morris, 
Paul L Taylor, William “Bill” Clarke, John Bramley, Ernest Morris, Gordon Olliffe, faces in memory that 
could have been yesterday. My records show five more peals at St John’s, the last in 1952, but were these 
with or without the spire so when was this demolished? 
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I recall that a peal of Plain Bob Royal was rung at St John’s, conducted from the tenor by my best friend of 
the time, Terry Thornber, and that same evening there was a violent storm raging over Leicester and during 
this the top few feet of the spire crashed to the ground. This must have occurred during the 1950’s and 
Felstead should date this peal, but all I could find was one rung in 1958 but with no Terry Thomber. 
Strange that there were no other peals of Plain Bob Royal recorded, yet I was convinced that one had 
indeed been rung. Surely I hadn’t dreamed this up after perhaps that extra glass or two of wine. Janet Dew, 
Garry Mason, Kingsley Mason, Will Norton and Richard Bimson all responded to my enquires and many 
thanks to them for their efforts in tracing this peal. Data from the Ringing World supplied by Richard told 
us the spire fell on February 11th 1950. I phoned this to Kingsley and within an hour he replied. “I have 
found it in Peter Staniforth’s records” he said, “and unfortunately it was false and hence its non-publication 
in Felstead or the LDG reports.” 
 
This is the “Peal”  
 
5040 Plain Bob Royal in 3hours 23 minutes 
Composed by Harry Poynor 
Conducted by Terry Thornber 
 
! Bryan G Warwick 
2 Jill Poole 
3 John Bramley 
4 S. Anthony Jesson 
5 Gordon H Arguile 
6 Allan Cattell 
7 Michael D Staniforth 
8 Sydney O Harrison 
9 Peter J Staniforth 
Tenor Terrence A Thornber 
 
Well Harry, a shame your peal was false but it should stand as the last “peal” rung with the intact spire, 
which was demolished with ringing recommencing on July 13th 1951. Latterly I used to think the loss of the 
spire was a portent of the future for St John’s, the beginning of the end. As for the bells, I never thought 
they sounded quite the same after the spire had gone, but perhaps that was my imagination. 
 
Post Script:-After I had written the above I received some additional information from Janet about what is 
now St John’s Chambers, 38 flats. One of these is, or has been for sale and was described in the brochure 
as being “in the bell tower”. Looking at the photographs I think the upper floor of this property, now a 
kitchen and lounge, is in the ringing room, the photo pinpointing the exact location of the Ellacommbe 
Chiming Apparatus, the late Sydney Harrison’s forte. Any takers? 
 
John Bennett 
 
   FUND RAISING FOR THE BELL RESTORATION FUND 
 
DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON?  
If so, go via ‘smile.amazon.co.uk’ and choose LDG Bell Repair Fund as your nominated Charity. 
For each purchase you make via ‘Amazon Smile”, the Guild will receive a 0.5% donation to the 
BRF. 
A great way to raise funds! 
You shop, Amazon gives. 
Amazon donates 0.5% of the net purchase price excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees of 
eligible purchases to the charitable organisation of your choice. 
Amazon smile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prises, same service. 
Please support the BRF by starting your shopping at “smile.amazon.co.uk” 
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WHITWICK BELL RINGERS’ TRIBUTE TO JOHN HAWTIN  
 
John Hawtin was a much loved and respected member of the Whitwick church bell ringers from 1948 to 
2011. He remained a member of the Whitwick band for a few more years until he felt unable to ring for 
health reasons. He learned to ring in 1948, and rang his first peal just a few months later, an achievement 
which many ringers take years to achieve. Over the years he rang in 38 peals, the first in 1948 and the last in 
1996, and was a member of the Leicester Guild of Ringers for over 70 years. He became vice captain and 
treasurer of Whitwick tower in 1957 and took over as tower captain from Roland Beniston in 1998. He 
oversaw the re-hanging of the bells in 2007 and climbed the stairs to wind the church clock every week for 
at least 40 years. We are sorry that he will not see the completed refurbishment of this clock. There are 
many ringers who thank him for his patient tuition enabling them to learn to ring, including the eight 
learners who helped to ring in the millennium. The Whitwick ringers thank him for all his loyalty and calm, 
kind guidance. We will miss him. 
 

 
 
 

 
    YOU TUBE COMPETITION 
 
In the Ringing World of 1st May a You Tube Competition was launched which will run until 
Christmas. 
By the time you read this the Competition will have started, however there are still ample 
opportunities for you to enter. 
Details to be found on http://cccbr.org.uk/youtube-competition/ where there is also a link to a 
You Tube video on how to make a You Tube ringing video. 
 

 

 

 

http://cccbr.org.uk/youtube-competition/
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FEEDBACK – MIND YOUR LANGUAGE 

Have you found that feedback is sometimes treated as though it is a dirty word? Whilst it is true that false 
praise, such as “That was good” when it obviously wasn’t, is worthless, feedback actually has nothing to do 
with praise; it is quite simply information given to someone about their performance so that they can improve 
next time. 

In the context of teaching bell handling, if you start by recognising that a new ringer doesn’t know the 
difference between good and bad, then your feedback allows them to understand when they are doing 
something right or wrong and tells them how they can improve. Without such feedback the learner might 
well judge their performance by how in control they feel or the look on your face, and then have to guess 
how to improve. 

Verbal feedback 

It can be positive, negative or neutral (with no positive or negative connotations – such as, "Remember to 
keep your handstroke lead open"). Positive feedback encourages; ringers like to receive praise when it is 
sincere and honest. Negative feedback doesn’t encourage, may well be demotivating and lead to ringers giving 
up easily.  

Don’t say don’t 

The way in which you use feedback will affect the way the learner feels. You should aim to use feedback in a 
way which leaves the ringer feeling positive. “DON’T” is one of the most negative words you can use. Used 
frequently it will demotivate, but unfortunately, it is commonly used. Teachers are notorious for recognising 
and correcting errors more often than noticing things they are doing right. Remember to recognise positive 
aspects of a ringer’s ringing and remember to tell them. 

Finding it difficult not to say don’t? 

If you find it difficult not to use the "don't" word, then try using the following technique:  

• Good – start with what was good about the ringer’s performance or attitude. 
• Better – then give feedback about what needs to be worked on. 
• How – provide advice on how to improve performance.   

Your feedback will be most useful if given immediately after they have rung.  Leave it longer and it is likely 
that the ringer will have forgotten exactly how they performed. And to give them the best chance of improving, 
let them practise what needs to be improved straight away.  

So, feedback isn’t a dirty word, it is both powerful and necessary. When used carefully and thoughtfully it can 
lead to significant performance improvement and leave the learner feeling both positive and ready for more. 

Lesley Belcher 

ART Chairman 
ART Chair 

      SNIPPET 

The Central Council have put together an Index to as many training Webinars and videos that they 
could find which have been recorded and posted on Youtube.   

You can access aa follows :-  https://ccbr.org.uk/youtube-index/ 

https://ccbr.org.uk/youtube-index/
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 Catharine’s bells were augmented and rehung in 1978. The bells had been in   
JULIAN PAWLEY 

  at Taylor’s for some time; there were no ringers remaining 

in the village  
An obituary for Julian will appear in the Ringing World. Rather than duplicate that here, the following was 

handwritten in the first of Julian’s tower records.  
 
I first ventured up into Thurnby tower I think sometime in 1944 just after the ban on ringing was lifted 
during World War Two. The mature gentlemen were chiming the then five bells. George Voss chimed 
three – one in each hand and one with his foot in a loop. George Walker on No 4 and Bill Bott on the 
tenor – both with a foot in a loop. After about 6-7 minutes they stopped and Bill Bott would light up a 
cigarette (tut-tut) and then raise the tenor until it was swinging at the correct speed for the other bells to 
chime with it. The tenor would then be raised and then lowered for the service bell. George let me take the 
third bell to help him chime but it upset his rhythm and I didn’t achieve much success. For special 
occasions they would ring full circle with the help of Ted Holmes and Fred Taylor of Scraptoft. It was on 
one of these occasions that Les (HL) Wykes appeared on the scene and suggested that the youngsters be 
given a go at full circle ringing. After the initial surge of interest waned, five of us settled into regular 
ringing, myself and my brother Peter, Sheila Bott, Francis Chamberlain and Keith Rands, later joined by 
Martin Roote. Most of us had a token ring on V.E. Day 1945 under supervision. (Sheila joined us again for 
the 50th Anniversary ringing in 1995). 
 
Progress in change ringing was rather slow, but by attending neighbouring practices and district meetings, 
progress was made. My brother and I often cycled on summer evenings to places like Great Glen, Barkby, 
Belgrave and once to Ashby Folville to a meeting – having to return in a torrential downpour. I once went 
with Les and his wife to Somerby, by bus into Leicester and by the Melton bus (country route) to Somerby. 
We came home by taxi to John-O-Gaunt station and then by train to Thurnby (pre-Beeching). I rang my 
first peal at Ilston-on-the-Hill in 1950 and cycled there and back. 
 
I entered the RAF in 1951 to do my National Service and first met George Francis and David Hoare at St 
Athan near Cardiff. Most of my RAF career was spent at RAF Oakington, near Cambridge. I rang a lot at 
Huntingdon with Harold Peacock, Frank Warrington, Norman Mallet and others. It was during this period 
that in 1952, Thurnby bells were augmented to six. I rang my first and only handbell peal with George 
Francis in 1956 (5-6 to spliced doubles). I got married in 1956 to Margaret (Starbuck) and as five children 
came along, ringing took a side seat, apart from the odd peal and meeting. I called my first peal as 
conductor at Skeffington in 1964. 
 
As the children grew up all but one took quite naturally to ringing and although we haven’t rung a family 
quarter, we have rung ‘Pawley’ quarters with my brother and his daughter Anne. In 1976, prior to the bells 
being dismantled, I called the first peal on the bells by an entirely local band. The bells were augmented to 
eight by Taylors of Loughborough with the ringers doing all of the installation work. One of the bells (2nd) 
bears the Pawley name to commemorate my parents’ Golden Wedding. In 1979 I called the first peal of 
Major on the bells by the local band (with six Pawleys). 
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Having attended St Margaret’s, Leicester, practice for a number of years and rung for occasional services 
and weddings I was made an honorary member of St Margaret’s Leicester Scholars and attended the Bank 
Holiday weekend at Longridge, Lancs – the first of many. In 1990 I was invited by Ged Flatters to be part 
of the motorised back up for the R.A.C. (ringing and cycling) tour of Southern Ireland. I cycled for the first 
time in years from Kilkenny to Castle Youth Hostel. The following year I cycled quite a lot on the Kent 
tour when the opportunity presented itself. In 1993 I was invited to tour N. America with Jonathan (son) 
and the St Neots ringers. The biggest disappointment was losing a peal at Washington Cathedral after 2½ 
hours, it was too hot! However, we did score Yorkshire Major at Boston Advent Church. The following 
year (1994) I cycled the whole of the “Rest in the West” R.A.C. tour (over 400 miles). In August 1994 I was 
invited by Stan (?) to the Four Shires meeting (starting at Badby) for the first time. In March 1995 I was 
invited to join Jill Roberts’ day outing in Worcestershire – the first of many. In 1996 I flew from 
Birmingham Airport to Belfast for the R.A.C. Northern Ireland tour and completed it unaided – 520 miles 
in 10 days. In April 1997 I went on Martin Fellows’ tour of S.E. Australia – 61 people (too many). I first 
really met Patrick Wooster with whom I shared a room. I attended Holy Communion at St Paul’s Cathedral 
– Melbourne on the first Sunday – on the Second Sunday communion was on the Motel tennis court at 
6.am to the accompaniment of Galah birds. Highlight of the tour was ringing the 5th in a peal of Yorkshire 
Major at Adelaide Cathedral (Tenor 41cwt). 
 
May 2001 I joined the R.A.F. guild. 
 
Julian Pawley 
 
                                                              
 

 
 

 
                     Julian’s tower records are very detailed, in most cases giving the date and the reason for the visit. An 

example: 
 
1. 1944      Thurnby St Luke  Leics 5 Learnt to ring 1944. 

Augmented to 6 1952. 
       Augmented to 8 1976 
1000. 28/8/1988      Bilsborrow St Hilda  Lancs 8 S. Margarets Bank Holiday 

Weekend 
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2000. 29/6/1996      Great Carlton S.J.B.  Lincs 5 Lincs open day (With Phil 
Boffin) 

3000. 19/10/2000    Bressingham S.J.B.  Norfolk 6 The Society of St 
Marmaduke (Godfrey Croughton) 

       ¼ Peal Bob Minor Cliff Nicholls (c) 
3943. 4/6/2010      Scraptoft All Saints  Leics 6 Local Practice Night 
 
In total Julian rang at 3,943 different towers and there was a certain symmetry in the fact that his first tower 
was Thurnby, where he was born and his last new tower was Scraptoft, where he passed away at Aaron 
Court Nursing Home.  
 
We were not aware that Julian had written this and can only guess he ended in 2001 at the point that his 
wife Margaret became really ill and his declining health meant he could no longer do so much ringing. He 
stayed on as tower captain at Thurnby until the point he couldn’t climb the spiral stairs. He was one of the 
earlier members of Leicester Diocesan Guild and held different offices, including Chairman, within the 
Syston District. What he doesn’t say is that he was the driving force behind getting Thurnby bells 
augmented to 8 and did a lot of the fund raising by collecting scrap metal! He then assembled a team to 
install the new bells, again doing a lot of the work himself. (See photo).  
We hope to hold a Service of Thanksgiving for him at Thurnby, perhaps on the anniversary of his death, to 
which all are invited. (Sarah Pawley) 

Sarah Pawley 

 
    CENTRAL COUNCIL NEWS 
 
The CCCBR Stewardship and Management Work Group offers advice to ringers and ringing Societies 
about the handling of personal data to comply with GDPR Legislation ie General Data Protection 
Regulation 
 
We are looking for someone to join the Workgroup as a specialist who would be willing to offer advice on 
GDPR. Ideally, they would have a good working knowledge of the legislation and how it is implemented in 
practice, probably in a ringing society or similar organisation such as a relatively small voluntary group. 
 
The workload is unlikely to be large as most ringing societies have already set up their operations to comply 
with GDPR since 2018 when the Act came into force. The key requirements will be to remain alert to any 
changes in the legislation, update CCCBR guidance on GDPR periodically, share examples of cases that 
may be of interest for ringers and respond to specific enquiries about GDPR matters. 
 
If you are interested, then please contact the Workgroup Lead for more 
details - Alison 
Hodge - SMLead@CCCBR.org.uk 
<mailto:SMLead@CCCBR.org.uk> 
 
 
Thank you for your interest 
 
Alison Hodge 
 
 
 
        A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF RINGING TEACHERS CHAIRMAN 
 
There is no physical ringing at the moment but there is a lot going on to keep ringers interested, to help 
them to continue learning and to keep bands together. 
 
ART has produced a list or resources and ideas that you and the bands within your ringing society might 
find either useful or inspiring. Why not have a look and share with your members if you like what you see? 

mailto:SMLead@CCCBR.org.uk
mailto:SMLead@CCCBR.org.uk


 8 

If you are doing something (however small) that you think, others might benefit from then please let us 
know and we will add it to the list. 
http://ringingteachers.org/resources/COVID19-ringing-support 
ART also produces two online magazines and the May editions contained lots of stories, tips and ideas 
about keeping going in this new strange ringing environment. 
 
Tower Talk-written by new ringers for new ringers 
http://ringingteachers.org/download_file/view/1682/1358 
 
*ART WORKS-written for ringing teachers everywhere 
http://ringingteachers.org/download_file/view/1681/1359 
 
Lesley Belcher 
Chairman Association of Ringing Teachers – lesley.belcher@bellringing.org 
 

  CENTRAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S BLOG 
 
Three months after most of us last rang tower bells there is a glimmer of hope. Bell Ringing resumption, in 
a very limited way, is on the Church’s Agenda alongside choirs and organs. 
Well done to Mark Regan for finding who it was in the Church of England who is advising  the 
Government and setting up a meeting with them on the 25th June.  
A separate report of this meeting will be published shortly when the accompanying guidance notes have 
been checked by the church (just in case they subsequently change their mind) 
Ringing for Grenfell highlighted how far down the pecking order of consultees ringers are when anything 
to do with ringing is considered. The Diocese of London announced that bells would ring for Grenfell on 
the same day that the Government published it’s guidance on opening churches and confirmed that bell 
ringing is still not a permitted activity. This is one of the reasons we are trying to raise the profile of ringing. 
We are firmly on the radar now and await developments. 
 
MANY THANKS………………………. to the well known ringer and bell historian, George Dawson, 
who has announced his retirement as Bells Advisor to the Leicester Diocese after several years service. 
George has been an integral part of the work done by the Guild Bells Committee and, without his 
contribution, our work would have been much more difficult. 
Succeeding George will be Andrew Higson whom most of you will know as a ringer and through his many 
years of working in the business of bells and their installation. We wish him well. 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL PRACTICE ZOOM MEETINGS. 
 
On Sunday 15th March I left Kirby Muxloe tower not knowing what would happen next in ringing. It 
quickly became apparent that it was going to be a considerable amount of time before I would be returning 
to the tower. A large part of my life and spare time evaporated in front of me. Determined to find things to 
do in order to continue ringing in some form I thought about virtual meetings that we could run. But what 
would we talk about? Would there be enough interest? We could see if it lasted a couple of weeks and take 
it from there. Well 13 weeks later we are still going strong with 3 weeks of Monday night presenters filled. I 
think it’s been a success! 
Monday evenings is used to present and discuss a topic, ringing and non-ringing related. Friday evening is 
used as a general social get together. Both have severed as a social lifeline during what has been a very 
challenging time with so much of our combined focal point being taken away. I hope we have enough 
content to see us through however many months it’s going to be before we can get back into the tower. 
Any ideas you have please get in touch. If you would like to present on a topic please let me know. All 
topics considered!!! 
So far we have had presentations as follows:- 
23.03.20 Applications to help with lockdown ringing – Mark Pendery 
30.03.20 Listening skills – Howell Williams 
06.04.20 Bell Maintenance – Andrew Higson 

http://ringingteachers.org/resources/COVID19-ringing-support
http://ringingteachers.org/download_file/view/1682/1358
http://ringingteachers.org/download_file/view/1681/1359
mailto:lesley.belcher@bellringing.org
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13.04.20 Rope splicing – Charles Bishop 
20.04.20 Listening Skills – Mark Pendery 
25.04.20 Guild Half Yearly Meeting 
27.04.20 Judging Striking Competitions – Graham Haywood 
04.05.20 Leicestershire’s lost and transferred bells – Lewis Benfield 
08.05.20 Marmalade Making – Mark Regan 
11.05.20 Understanding Place Notation – Sally Brown 
18.05.20 Method learning – Michael Henshaw 
25.05.20 70th Anniversary of Bristol Maximus peal – Garry Mason https://youtu.be/pVVmZphT2LU 
01.06.20 Composing – Richard Angrave https://youtu.be/fLvZ3-srOos 
08.06.20 Coursing orders and their usage – Howell Williams 
15.06.20 Ringing Customs and Traditions – Richard Bimson https://youtu.be/OncBbsmqr-Q 
22.06.20 Handbells – Our way out of lockdown – Mark Pendery https://youtu.be/Ur26Rs9A1kk 
 
Guild Ringing Course 18-20 September 2020. 
 
There is no update on this currently. It is looking increasing unlikely that this will go ahead or even if 
ringing will be taking place in a tower at this time. However, the R&E Committee are considering 
alternatives based outdoors at the Copt Oak Centre. Possibly handbell classes and other theoretical  topics 
that have been covered on the Zoom meetings. The Committee will meet again in July/August to discuss. 
 
 
Mark Pendery 
 
     
 
    FROM YOUR SECRETARY 
 
This has been an interesting and different 3 months! I hope all our members are safe and well. Our 
committee meetings, training sessions and meetings have been held on Zoom or by conference call. We 
also have a social every Friday at 8 pm where the chat covers a wide range of bell related and other topics. 
 
On Friday 3rd July, we will be holding our summer social at 8.pm on ZOOM. We will give notices, conduct 
the 100 club draw and then have a quiz delivered by Mick Angrave. We have brought this forward as so 
many venues are planning to reopen on the 4th July. 
 
As you will have heard the Church is beginning to reopen on 4th July for short services of up to 30 people. 
The Central Council have started negotiations to re-introduce service ringing when the time is right. This is 
likely to be a similar time that the choirs are allowed to resume. However, there is plenty of work to be 
done to ensure that our towers are safe and draft risk assessments for all activities are available on websites. 
 
We have been planning for the 75th Anniversary of the Guild next year. Our first event, Covid-19 
permitting, is the dinner on 27th February. 
 
Our own Guild AGM takes place at the end of October. Nominations for President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Trustees should be with me 6 weeks before (19th September). Proposed changes to rule should also be 
notified by that date. Other Officers and operational guidelines are appointed/changed by the General 
Committee and should reach me well before our next meeting on 12th September. 
 
More details of these meetings and the ringing course(?) will appear nearer the time. The exact format will 
depend on the progress of Covid-19. Meanwhile, enjoy your socially distance handbell ringing, virtual 
meetings, ringing room training events and chats!          
 
 
 Carol Franklin 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/pVVmZphT2LU
https://youtu.be/fLvZ3-srOos
https://youtu.be/OncBbsmqr-Q
https://youtu.be/Ur26Rs9A1kk
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   ONE TOWER’S ANSWER TO LOCKDOWN 
 
At the end of March, when lockdown came into force and ringing was suspended, members of 
Wymeswold tower were wondering what was to be done in the ensuing weeks.  This was before the 
advent of Ringing Room, which now means that we have weekly practices again as well as a learners’ 
practice once a week.  It was then that I spotted on Facebook the Peterborough Guild’s month of 
challenges for bell ringers.  I thought that there might be interest in this, and I casually shared it via 
our tower’s WhatsApp group.  Of course, there is nothing casual about our tower and our ringers; 
within four minutes the first positive reply arrived and within sixteen mention of prizes (plural) was 
being made.  It was clear that there was enthusiasm and as the instigator I was going to have to 
coordinate things and offer the prizes.  By the beginning of April, a separate group had been set up for 
those who wished to participate, eight participants, myself as judge, and one non-active interested 
party. 
The first of April saw two challenges (to compensate for the fact that there were 31 challenges and 
only 30 days in April).  Imaginative ways of representing methods ranged from the scholarly pick a 
random method and write out its blue line from its place notation, to a blue line in marbles on a yoga 
mat.  The afternoon challenge included tales of favourite social events, such as New Year Eve socials, 
RWNYC and a university summer tour, which included “just the right amount of ringing and pubs”.  
Days 2–4 took us through a variety of labelled bell diagrams and a host of ringing achievements, 
including a 720 of Plain Bob Minor to mark the anniversary of one recorded on a Victorian board in the 
tower, as well as a plethora of ambitions.   
As April 5th dawned so did the realisation that the judge was going to have to reveal some scores.  
There was to be a league, based on a 3-point scoring system for each day’s entry, alongside a “Star of 
the Day”, somewhat akin to Bake Off, which might not necessarily be won by the highest scoring 
points of the day.  An initial leader board was published with only two points separating the top six 
entrants and stars of the day recorded.  I mentioned that the local ringers are a competitive bunch; 
within four minutes there was a call for the marking schema, how could those at the bottom of the 
table improve their chances or progressing.  I therefore had to invent, apologise, publish my criteria in 
which I tried to convey that it was ultimately just a bit of fun to keep us amused; I am not sure how 
successful I was in convincing the competitors of this. 
The format continued throughout the rest of the month with a daily challenge (which was issued to 
participants variously between 00:53 and 17:12, depending how busy, or absent-minded the judge 
was feeling that day).  It would take too long to review each day in detail, or even each week in 
summary.  I have chosen just a few of the judge’s highlights: 
Day 1—Best Medium for a blue line: marbles. 
Day 4—Most detailed answer: ambition to ring an alphabet of quarters…all 26 methods listed. 
Day 11—Most surprising: all the Limericks were clean, not even a hint of Sorry I haven’t a Clue. 
Day 12—Best non-ringing entry:  a photograph of spring bluebells, reminding us of the beauty of 
nature. 
Day 16—Most revealing: the extended conversations about whether to recruit Colin Firth or Monty 
Don to ringing in Wymeswold (the latter won due to the gardening skills he would bring). 
Day 18—Most imaginative: many comprehensive bell-related menus, including one for the whole day! 
Day 19—Most discussion provoking: favourite ringing books, including an analysis of all editions of 
Dove’s Guide. 
Day 27—Most ambitious entry: wanting to ring for a royal occasion at the Abbey or Windsor. 
As the last few days approached it was clear that that tensions were running high.  Results had to be 
given daily and things were so tight that the leader board changed daily.  The month ended on a high 
with a flurry of suggestions of how to celebrate once ringing resumes (which mainly included a 
combination of ringing and drinking).  Everything was over, apart from the final results…which had to 
wait until the next day…oh and then, due to the judge’s work pressures, the day after.  By 9.00am on 
May 2nd there was clearly some unrest in the ranks that the results had not been published.  The 
judge therefore had to delay his haircut and his breakfast to make the final decisions. Both 
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competitions had been hotly contested but the overall Star of the Month was awarded to Miles, with 
Emma declared as the worthy overall winner. 
What did the month achieve?  Well, for statisticians: nearly 900 messages, 100 media files uploaded, 
and over 50 links to resources on the internet.  Of course, however, it achieved more than the mere 
statistics suggest.  It gave eight ringers a way to continue their interest in the art, and indeed to 
broaden their horizons into different areas; it also provoked much discussion and side-comments, 
which were welcome in the first month of lockdown as we all got used to the idea. It also kept the 
judge well-occupied (and no, he will not be revealing his marking spreadsheet).  Prizes will be handed 
out once we can meet again: we hope it will not be too long before the joint winning limerick comes 
to fruition once more: 

The Wymeswold skies did resound 
As the church bells they rang round 

Ropes both rose and fell 
As each rang their bell 

Oh it WAS a lovely sound 
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