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    LDG NEWS 
 
      NEWSLETTER – FIFTY-ONE /        APRIL  2021         /      www.leicesterldg.org 

 
 

     EDITORIAL 
In the months since ringing, and many other activities were brought to a halt due to Covid-19, most of us 
have looked forward to the day when we can resume normal life. 
Success of the vaccination programme and the other measures suggests that day is getting closer and, I 
for one, am keeping my fingers crossed for a resumption of ringing in some form sooner rather than later. 

 
     CONTENTS  
 
2  :-    Loughborough Grammar School Article, Ringing World National Youth Striking   
          Competition 
3  :-    Ringing World National Youth Striking Competition contd, Survival and Recovery    
          Toolbox, Memory – Cooling the Fire 
4  :-   A Memory – Cooling the Fire contd., Donating to Bell Restoration the 21st Century Way, 
5th :-   Donating to Bell Restoration the 21st Century Way contd, Obituary – Mary D. Kinchin 
6th:-   Obituary- Mary D. Kinchin contd., Discovering  a New Passion in Lockdown 
7th:-   Discovering a New Passion in Lockdown contd., 
8 th :-    Discovering a New Passion in Lockdown contd., Leicester Diocesan Guild’s 75th  
           Anniversary Dinner 
9th  :-  Leicester Diocesan Guild’s 75th Anniversary Dinner contd., Obituary – Kevon Thompson 
10th :-  Obituary – Kevon Thompson contd., 2021 Westley Award for Church Belfry Maintenance  
            and Improvement, Returning to Ringing., Zoom Meetings 
11 th:-  Zoom Meetings contd., Presidents Easter Message, 
12th :-   Presidents Easter Message contd., Around the Districts, 
13th :- Advert for Guild Products, 
14th :-    Advert for 75 Years of the Leicester Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers.  
   
 
    BRF 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 
January 
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1st Prize  Nos  8   2nd Prize    Nos 121  3rd Prize   Nos  110 
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  NO LONGER WITH US 
 
Mary Kinchin of Whetstone sadly passed away on Thursday 21st January 2021. 

 
 

OBITUARY: ERIC ATKINSON 1936 – 2020 
 
Eric was born in Leeds in 1936 and was always proud of his Yorkshire roots.  After his wife, Pat, and 
Audrey Geary took up bellringing in 1978 he began to learn in 1981 under Ian Roberts, who was tower 
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captain at All Saints’, Thurcaston.  Much of his learning was on the five Cossington bells with Brenda 
Wassell. 
He became tower captain at Thurcaston in 1981 combining that role with steeple keeper and social secretary 
until handing over to Richard Pawley in 1996. His records show that he rang at least 69 quarter peals, 1 peal 
of Grandsire Triples at the Loughborough Bell Foundry in July 1986 and attended 433 outings.  He was 
meticulous in recording annual dinners and outings.                                                                                                 
In his youth, he became a chorister in Leeds Parish Church choir and continued his love of choral singing 
throughout his life, singing in Thurcaston and Swithland church choirs.  He was also a pianist and an 
accomplished church organist.   Latterly he was very much in demand to help out at St Leonards, Swithland 
where he also regularly attended and helped teach the bellringers at their practices. 
He was always very ready to help, serving as chairman of the Syston District of the Leicester Guild in 2010.  
He also served as chairman of the Swithland Church Mens’ Club, keenly becoming involved in the Flower 
and Vegetable Show entering his jams and chutneys with distinction.  Puzzles, quizzes and Sudokus were 
particular interests. 
Eric obtained a degree in modern languages at University College, London in 1957.  After National Service 
in the Royal Signals he started working at the British United Shoe Machinery Company in 1959, qualifying as 
an Associate of the Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys in 1962.  He obtained a law degree from 
Leicester Polytechnic in 1979. 
After taking retirement in 1996 Eric enjoyed regular attendance as an advisor at the Citizens Advice Bureau 
in Loughborough. 
Eric began teaching my son Greg and Peter Spreadbury to ring in 1992.  A year later Judy and I began 
learning to ring at Thurcaston.  The social side of ringing was the glue which held it all together at that stage 
and Eric’s enthusiasm was infectious.  The pub after the practice was a vital component and we have very 
happy memories of Eric with his contemporaries, Percy Barratt, Willoughby Garton, Peter Dobson and 
David Pugh joining the Pawleys and ourselves for a pint after ringing. 
Eric began the association of Thurcaston and Swithland towers which continues to this day, 2019’s outing 
having been the 35th joint annual outing. 
He leaves many other legacies, a wife Pat and daughter Penny, who are both ringers, and is remembered 
with great affection. 
 
Peter Hunt 
Tower Captain, All Saints’, Thurcaston 
 
    
   LOUGHBOROUGH GRAMMAR SCHOOL ARTICLE 
 
The Story of the Bells of Loughborough Grammar School. 
 
Thanks to the Loughborough Grammar School archivist there is an article available which provides 
information about the bells of the school. 
You can look at the digital archive via www.lgs-heritage.org 
Whilst on the site if you put “Bellringing Society’ into the search function you will find out about the 
society the School had in the 1960’s. 
Well worth a read. 
 
https://lsf.org/grammar/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/01/The-Schools-Bells.pdf 
 
Editor 
 
                   RINGING WORLD NATIONAL YOUTH STIKING COMPETITION 
 
 
We are still hoping to hold the Ringing World National Youth Contest in 2021 in Worcester. However, the 
recent announcements about the timetable for vaccinations, whilst offering hope for a return to ringing, have 
made the possibility of going ahead on 10th July much less likely. In light of these announcements, and 
following discussions with the CofE Covid Team, we have decided to postpone this year's RWNYC until 
Saturday 11th September.  
  

http://www.lgs-heritage.org/
https://lsf.org/grammar/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/01/The-Schools-Bells.pdf
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The local organisers in Worcester will now focus their efforts on putting on a first class day out for our young 
ringers on that date. We realise that 11th September will not be ideal for some teams, but it is after the schools 
in England return after the summer holidays, and before the start of most university terms. No decisions have 
yet been made about the format of the contest ringing, and I will work with the team leaders in the coming 
months to ensure that we can put on an event that is as inclusive as possible. 
  
My thanks to Mark Regan and David Jenkins, leading the organising team in Worcester, for their flexibility, 
and for their continued enthusiasm for giving our young ringers something to look forward to. 
  
David Hull, RWNYC Organiser 
   
    SURVIVAL AND RECOVERY TOOLBOX 
 
http://ringingteachers.org/survival-and-recovery-toolbox.   
 
It has been developed by a partnership between ART and  the Central Council and we hope you find it 
both informative and useful. It combines existing resources with case studies and opinion 
pieces relevant to the pandemic.  It is a work in progress and if you think we're missing 
something or have something that you think would be useful to others then please let us know.  The next 
stage of its development is to identify (together) new tools that will help in ringing’s survival or 
recovery.  Developing such tools can be resource-intensive so let’s make sure we choose the right things 
and ensure that they can be delivered. 
 
             A MEMORY – COOLING THE FIRE 
 
J. Frederick Milner was a big man, taller than Harold Poole who himself was at least six feet. Harold had to 
be in order to join the police. Fred had been a blacksmith and at the time I knew him he ran a garage and 
filling station at Kirklington, Notts. A fine ringer and well known character he was tower captain at 
Southwell Minster. Fred’s car was, if my memory serves me correctly, a Standard Vanguard. Absolutely 
certain was a prominent notice displayed on its dashboard “NO SMOKING”. I recall Fred telling me “if 
they want to smoke they can stick their heads out the window and keep them there”. On Christmas leave 
from RAF Fassberg, Germany, I was ‘buttonholed’ by Harold Poole for a 1951 Boxing Day Peal at the 
Minster, not that I needed much persuasion in those days. 
 
The peal was 5088 Rutland Surprise Major rung on the anticlockwise Rudhall bells, tenor 28cwts, in 3 hours 
and 30 minutes, H.J. Poole conducting from number four. The band was; George E. Foster, treble, J. 
Frederick Milner - 2, Ernest W. Rawson – 3, Harold J. Poole – 4, John Bramley – 5, John B. Bennet – 6, 
Terence A. Thornber – 7, Peter J Staniforth – Tenor. 
 
The central tower was in the form of a lantern with the eight bells rung from the gallery a few feet wide, 
two ropes falling into each of the gallery’s four sides. One looked across a void at the opposite two ringers 
and downwards to the Minster floor some 40 or 50 feet below. Safety comprised a shoulder height grid 
fixed to the edges of the gallery/ Despite this the peal was a good one, beautifully struck – H. J. Poole’s 
always were! Afterwards we were invited to a convivial evening at Fred’s house in Kirklington where we 
received a warm welcome, handbell ringing, animated conversation, all enhanced by a roaring fire which I 
remember Fred ‘cooling’ at frequent intervals. ‘Cooling’ in Fred’s vocabulary meant more coal. “Ah that 
there fire wants cooling”, he laughed as yet another shovel of coal was piled on, the flames literally half way 
up the chimney. Ah what memories but all good times come to an end and later that evening we were on 
our way back to Leicester, Terry, John Bramley and myself, not in the comfort of a car but on the floor in 
the back of Ernest Rawson’s van, not unusual as in those years it was often our means of transport to many 
a peal attempt. 
 
In 1961 there were big changes in the Minster tower, the old Rudhall bells going to the melting pot, 
resulting in the excellent Taylor twelve, though I recall Fred muttering because the new tenor was lighter 
than its predecessor, “should have been heavier, about 2 tons”, he said. Sadly, in some ways the gallery also 
went being replaced by the current ringing room, a far more practical arrangement though the anticlockwise 
frame was retained. I was honoured to be invited to ring in the first peal on the twelve, 5007 Stedman 
Cinques rung in 3 hours and 33 minutes on Friday September 21st 1961, conducted by Jack Millhouse. I 
didn’t keep a record of this peal and was surprised when Trevor Bryan, tower captain at the Minster, 

http://ringingteachers.org/survival-and-recovery-toolbox
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located and contacted me early in 2016. A peal board had been donated and the surviving members of the 
band were invited to its dedication. There were five of us, Beryl N. Read, John B. Bennett, Colin W. Read, 
William L. Exton and John R. Pratchett. Heavens, had 54 years gone by since we had last been together? 
Well unfortunately, yes, and so on the evening of Friday, May 13th 2016, together with members of the 
Southwell band we witnessed the dedication of this board by The Right Reverend Paul Williams, bishop of 
Southwell and Nottingham. 
 
Returning to Gedney, Rita and I passed through Kirklington. Where was the filling station and Fred’s 
house, the location of that enjoyable Boxing Day afternoon? We couldn’t find anything remotely 
resembling what we were looking for and I concluded that Fred’s fires had long since burned to ashes and 
‘cooled’ for all time. The house had gone together with the surrounds, being replaced by a modern 
development, “Forge Close”. Well I guess we cannot escape progress but despite this and as we passed my 
face creased into a momentary nostalgic smile. 
 
John Bennett. 
 

 
 
 
     
 

DONATING TO BELL RESTORATION THE 21ST CENTURY WAY  
 

Over the years our Bell Restoration fund has benefitted from ringers’ teas, bequests, the National Lottery 
bonus ball, the 100 Club, domino & beetle drives, raffles, Christmas cards, barn dances, formal dinners, good 
old-fashioned ‘whip rounds’, and many, many more. 
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           They’re all great ways of fund-raising, but almost all of them rely on bell-ringers being together and 
participating in a shared activity (it’s hard to envisage a singleton domino drive), and getting together, as we 
all know, has not been an option for some time. 
               The Covid 19 experience has prompted many re-thinks on how individuals can share experiences, 
and driven much higher levels of awareness on the practicalities of electronic media to add to our capabilities 
(…………………… Anyone for another ‘Zoom session’ or some online shopping?....................). So, it seems 
only natural that our Bell Restoration fundraising should go the same way. 
               We have our on-line shopping initiative: Use Amazon smile when you shop online and 0.5% of 
your purchase price will be donated to the Bell Restoration Fund (https://smile.amazon.co.uk), and to this 
can now be added our ‘Just Giving’ initiative. 
               The ‘Just Giving’ organization facilitates individuals donating on-line to good causes and fund-
raising, and provides a free service to registered charities. Logging onto https://www.justgiving.com/ldgbell-
restorationfund shows our page, and donations can be made straight from there. The website also reminds 
donors to exploit the Gift Aid arrangements for charities, which boosts donations by 25%, and the ‘Just 
Giving’ gnomes will make the Treasurer’s life easier, by processing all the Gift Aid claims through HMRC 
(which makes the Treasurer very pleased). 
             Just in case remembering the web address for donating is too difficult, we even have a ‘QR Code’, 
which means that pointing an i-phone at the image below will take you straight to the ‘Just Giving’ page. 

 
Go on, you know you want to ……………………. 
               Our Secretary will be including the QR code at the bottom of all official correspondence, and it 
may soon appear on the website and in the Annual report.  
So, please use all our new methods (as well as the old ones), to support our Bell Restoration Fund whenever 
you can 
 
Margie Brimacombe - Treasurer LDG   
 
 
   OBITUARY – MARY D. KINCHIN 
 
MARY DEERING KINCHIN – 1ST OCTOBER 1937 TO 21ST JANUARY 2021 

Mary Deering Kinchin was born on the 1st of October 1937 in the old 
Cottage Hospital in Market Harborough and lived in Clipston, 
Northamptonshire, second child, and only daughter to Maurice and 
Dora Wilford.  The Deering bit was a family name – the surname of 
her paternal grandmother – she disliked it nearly as much as her 
brother did! 
With her father and paternal grandfather being bellringers, she had no 
choice but to learn the ancient art at a time when there were far more 
male than female bellringers.  It was through this hobby that she met 
our father, John Kinchin.  They met for the first time when they both 
attended a bellringing meeting at Naseby.  Some time afterwards, there 
was another meeting at her home tower of Clipston, and John arrived 
in true style driving through the village (and therefore past her house) 
on his motor assisted pedal cycle.  Apparently her first thought was 
“what a funny looking man!”.  I can say, having seen the photographs 

of the motorcycle helmet he wore in those days I would have thought the same! 
She joined the Peterborough Diocesan Guild on 3rd November 1956, incidentally at a time when her future 
husband was the Secretary of the Guilsborough Branch!  She rang at Clipston until she married John and 
moved to Braunstone Town on the outskirts of Leicester.  They both joined the Leicester Diocesan Guild 
at this time.  They both joined the band at St Andrew’s Aylestone in 1961 and remained there until 1989.  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/ldgbell-restorationfund
https://www.justgiving.com/ldgbell-restorationfund
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Both daughters learnt to ring there, under the leadership of Jim Poynor (“Uncle Jim”).  We have fond 
memories of Uncle Jim on the treble saying “Look to, shut up Mary, treble’s going, she’s gone!!” 
In 1989 they transferred to St Peter’s Whetstone which had recently been augmented to an 8.  Mary rang 
there until poor health put a stop to her ringing.  However, she still regularly attended outings and the like 
and very much enjoyed the social side of ringing even when she couldn’t actually ring. 
She rang 2 peals, the first being Mixed Doubles at Great Oxendon on 24th September 1960 (for the 
Peterborough Guild) and the second being Plain Bob Major at All Saints Leicester on 29th February 1964 
(for the Ladies Guild).  She rang numerous quarter peals ranging from doubles to major. 
The last 12 months must have been a real struggle for her with her failing health and mobility.  May she 
now rest in peace.   
 
Sue Morton 
 
 
  DISCOVERING A NEW PASSION IN LOCKDOWN – Lewis Benfield 

Refurbishing and designing handbells

S 

Shiny: newly refurbished handbells for Paul Thurtle and Kevin Kelly  

After spotting images of his handbell restorations on the Bellringers group on Facebook, the Assistant Editor, Christopher 
Teasdale, invited Lewis Benfield (age sixteen) to tell The Ringing World some more about his new-found hobby and how he got 
into it. This is his story ...  

I have recently refurbished a set of eight handbells size 15C for Sally Brown. They are by various founders but 
mainly Mears and Stainbanks and William Blews and appear to be late 19th century in age. I refurbished them 
myself, making new handles, new caps and fitted them with new pegs and felts. Thanks to Tony Crabtree, who 
tuned them and helped me source all the leather. Sally’s set was a lovely set to restore and I enjoyed every 
minute. 

I got into refurbishment after visiting Len Porter in Oxford and ever since then I have become infatuated with 
handbells. Len has guided me and helped me with restoring handbells and if it was not for his help I would 
have never pursued a hobby in handbells. Since then I’ve been restoring handbells for about a year. After 
visiting Len I purchased an old set of nine handbells from a church in Devon, these were the remnants of a 
twelve-bell set. I picked them up from a friend in London, who collected them , and we started ringing them, 
moments later the seventh clapper (of the set of eight ) made a bid for freedom! After very expensive quotes 
to restore them and the complete lack of funds I began to do it myself. With the help from many phone calls 
from Len I got the bells into much better condition with new handles, caps and refurbishing the clappers. 

Recently Tony has given me a lathe that he used for forty years. I received the lathe in the latter half of 2020 
and began to rebuild it. I can tune up to a size 20 bell and it’s fantastic and perfect for what I do. After a new 
motor and lots of cleaning and rebuilding it was ready, armed with loads of tips and tricks on how to tune 
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handbells by Tony and Len, I got to work. Thanks to Len who gave me seven bells (all of which weren’t good 
enough for sets) for tuning practice. After loads of practice I have started to tune handbells for other people. 
The most recent two sets I’ve tuned myself and they have come out very successfully with very pleased 
customers. 

During lockdown I had lots of time and began to talk to ringers across the country in the Ringing Room. They 
began to see a set of handbells that were on display behind me that were going through the process of getting 
restored. A few weeks after ringing with Paul Thurtle I had a message from his husband Kevin Kelly 
who asked me to find and restore a set of eight handbells for Paul for Christmas: my first job. Luckily, I have 
had experience restoring several of my own sets so I was feeling fairly confident about restoring Paul’s set. I 
managed to complete them in early October and a beautiful box was made for them by Mick Angrave. On 
Christmas Day I received a text from Paul saying that he was ‘delighted with both the look of the bells and 
their sound’. He then posted them on Facebook and ever since then, it’s been non-stop.  

I’m really intrigued in the history of handbells and have recently researched previous handbell restorers and 
spoken to many people and gathered vast amounts of information on the history of handbells. Recently I 
was given a book called Musical Handbells which is a comprehensive book on the history of handbells. I now 
own a very small collection of handbells by different founders from early William and Robert Cor (17th 
century) to modern day John Taylor & Co.  

My hope for the future is to one day get my own sets of handbells cast. Tim King and I are currently working 
on this and we have developed with my own designed profile patterns for bells ranging from 1C to 8C. The 
hope is to sell them as pocket sets of eight in 8C.  

I think one of the reasons I enjoy my hobby so much is the rewards of breathing new life into things that 
would have effectively sat in a dusty old box and never been used. I have always been captivated by the 
sound of bells and being able to tune them is something really special. I particularly enjoy it because it’s 
hands on. I far prefer to be doing something hands on than sitting at a desk. I would like to keep treating my 
refurbishment and new handbells as a hobby as I can then put the time, effort and care into my work and not 
be in a rush to meet targets.  

I would really like to thank everyone who has helped me get to where I am now. If it wasn’t for all the 
handbell work, I think 2020 would have been more mentally challenging. The handbells have really given me 
something to focus on and I have so much enthusiasm in what I do. Hopefully, I can continue with handbell 
work for many years to come!  

  
A handbell on the lathe before and after tuning -------Lewis tuning up on the lathe 
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Before ………  After 

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD 75TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER. 
 

When I wrote at the end of last year’s Annual Dinner report “we look forward to next year’s Annual 
Dinner and accompanying festivities” little did I know the circumstances that would unfold over the 
ensuing 12 months.  However, the LDG is not to be overcome by the small issue of a global pandemic.  
We have already conducted our two general meetings, various committee meetings, weekly social gatherings 
and 41 talks (ranging from topics as broad as coursing order to beekeeping), all via Zoom.  There was 
therefore no doubt that we would hold an annual dinner, albeit different from any other previously known.  
Of course, online dinners do have some advantages, at least three people present were able to attend both 
the LDG and the Henry Johnson dinners on the same evening. 
We decided not to follow some other societies and recommend a set menu for diners.  Indeed, for an 
annual dinner there was very little food in evidence.  However, one family group excelled themselves by 
constructing a bell-themed menu which included bell peppers, Lincolnshire sausages with Yorkshire 
pudding (not a pickled egg in sight) and the rather lethal-sounding Belladonna cocktail.  Apart from the 
otherwise largely absent elements of an actual dinner, all the other essential ingredients were present.  The 
President with her badge of office, fundraising, in the form of plugging all the Guild 75th anniversary 
memorabilia, socialising in break out rooms, a quiz, and of course the speeches; these all highlighted the 
positives of the last twelve months rather than dwelling on the negatives. 
The Venerable Richard Worsfold, one of our patrons, spoke of the difficulties of the past twelve months 
but more importantly of the characteristics of perseverance with reference to the prophet Isaiah.  This has 
been embodied in how the Guild has continued to flourish in adversity.  Our guest speaker this year was 
Simon Linford, who started his speech somewhat unconventionally by warning that this was not his best 
speech and if you wanted to hear the “good stuff” come back next year.  It transpired that this was by 
request of the President, who has already secured him as the speaker at next year’s Annual Dinner when we 
hope to celebrate in person.   
In researching his originally-planned speech, Simon had found similarities between seventy-five years ago 
and now in ringing such as discussion on the rate of the Ringing World subscription. However, our 
forebears may not have found Ringing Room quite so acceptable a solution to the problem of not being 
able to ring bells.  At a Midland Counties Association meeting at Leicester in 1944, the Bishop of Leicester 
had spoken of mechanical devices in the belfry: “We do not want this.  Good men in the belfry are better 
than machines”.  Luckily the ringing community has embraced Ringing Room, one of positives to come out 
of the pandemic.   
Simon continued to focus on the benefits that lockdown has brought us.  These range from the practical: 
soft hands and discovering what other people do on Sunday mornings—nothing--through the esoteric: 
there are now more than 1000 Minimus methods listed in the method library, to the longer-lasting benefits: 
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the advent of Ringing Room.  This has given ringers the opportunity to continue ringing and new ways to 
teach as well as making new friendships with people whom one has never met. 
The President responded, firstly, by recalling her speech last year which had focused on the years preceding 
the Guild’s formation in 1946.  She had little expected that the themes of ringing in the 1940s of which she 
had spoken, such as developing devices to allow ringers to continue to practise or the sense of anticipation 
of being able to ring again after a long silence of bells, would have become so relevant to present day 
circumstances.  Above all the previous year had demonstrated how true the old saying is that the church is 
not the building it is the people inside it.  Whilst we all look forward to being able to ring together again, 
what has shone through during the pandemic is the importance of the camaraderie that the Guild offers to 
its members. 
With the speeches over and the 100 Club drawn it was time for the serious business of the quiz.  Rounds 
about 1946, a separate picture quiz, general knowledge and (for some a particularly fiendish) round on 
island groupings throughout the world taxed the collective minds of those present. 
What was missing this year?  For some, it was the absence of the famous and fondly remembered conga led 
by Gordon Halls at the 25th anniversary dinner. This notwithstanding, everybody enjoyed the conviviality 
of this year’s event but look forward to next year when we can again hopefully celebrate together and, of 
course, to the promised “good stuff” of the Central Council President’s speech… 
 

Richard Bimson 

                                              OBITUARY – F. KEVON THOMPSON 

 

  

F. Kevon Thompson (1935 – 2021) 
 
Kev was born on 11th August 1935 in Quorn, Leicestershire and lived all his life in Barrow upon Soar. He 
attended Humphrey Perkins School in the village. After learning to ring as a youngster, he rang his first peal of 
Grandsire Doubles on 11th March 1950. He went on to ring a further 45 peals of Doubles and Minor 
(including 20 handbell peals) before entering National Service in 1954. 
 
Kev was married in 1959 to Mary Carpenter and raised a family of two daughters, Jane and Kate. During this 
period his ringing took a back seat.  
 
He was employed at the Brush in Loughborough as a Senior Design Engineer where he became involved in 
the design of the first Channel Tunnel trains. 
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Kev was a quiet, talented man. He was a keen photographer, musician and artist. He was a scribe for the 1976 
National Twelve Bell competition certificates and produced peal book and peal board designs for St 
Margaret’s, Leicester and others. 
 
Having re-joined the Leicester Diocesan Guild in 1975 he became Peal Secretary for a short period in the early 
1980’s. He was also proposed as a member of ASCY by John Jelley and elected a member in 1979.  
 
Kev rang a total of 90 peals, all but one being for the Leicester Guild, with his last peal being rung on 25th 
September 1982. His most significant peal was that of Bristol Surprise Maximus rung at St Margaret’s, 
Leicester on 12th January 1980. He continued to ring locally up to about six years ago when he could no longer 
get up the tower stairs. However, for entertainment, he would often use ‘Able’ to call touches of spliced 
surprise royal. 
 
Kev died on 1st January 2021 after a long illness. 
 

2021 WESTLEY AWARD FOR CHURCH BELFRY MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT 

 

Few church bell ringers will have had many opportunities to undertake any practical activities in belfries this 
year. However, we all hope to ring bells in good condition and in safe, pleasant environments, once conditions 
are safe for us to do so. Ringers are all dependent on the bells that we ring. Towers and bells in good condition 
will usually make it easier for ringers to develop their skills and, in particular help new recruits and those 
returning to ring. So this year we again intend to recognise people who have become involved in belfry 
maintenance and improvement in the last few years. The Stewardship & Management Workgroup of the 
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers is launching the 3rd award to people who are newly involved in belfry 
maintenance and improvement, developing their own skills and helping others develop their own skills. The 
award will be made at the September 2021 CCCBR AGM. The winner will receive £100 and a certificate. Full 
details and an application form will be on the CCCBR website 
here: https://cccbr.org.uk/about/workgroups/stewardship-and-management/westley-award-2021/ 

The closing date for nominations will be noon on Sunday 30th May 2021 

 Mary Bone 

                                           RETURNING TO RINGING 

Please remember to check your bell installations before you ring your tower bells again! 
  
There is guidance available on the CCCBR website for ringers preparing to return to ringing, eg on 
checking the bells, preparing risk assessments etc.  
  
https://cccbr.org.uk/resources/stewardship-and-management/ on both the Tower Infrastructure 
and Tower Operation tabs.  
  
  
On behalf of Alison Hodge, Stewardship & Management Workgroup leader. 
  
Mary Bone,  
Secretary, Central Council 
  
     ZOOM MEETINGS 
 
The Monday and Friday Zoom sessions have continued over the winter months. We have been treated to 
some great topics from very polished presenters and I would like to thank all those for taking the time and 
dedication to provide this. 
Many thanks to Chris Newman for hosting these. 

https://cccbr.org.uk/about/workgroups/stewardship-and-management/westley-award-2021/
https://cccbr.org.uk/resources/stewardship-and-management/
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Since the December edition of the newsletter we have had presentations on the following topics: 
04.01.21 Quiz 
11.01.21 Women in ringing – Linda Garton 
18.01.21 Rolls of Honour & Ypres – Alan Regin 
25.01.21 Notable ringers 3 – Garry Mason & Mick Angrave 
01.02.21 Over the Horizon, a mountaineering adventure – Nigel Vardy 
08.02.21 The ringing recovery toolbox – Lesley Belcher & David Sparling 
15.02.21 Energy to Africa – Paul Selby 
22.02.21 Quiz – Rebecca & Mary Lee 
01.03.21 Carstensz Pyramid, an adventure in Indonesia – Peter Ellis 
08.03.21 From Home to Rome – Richard & Ange Bebbington 
15.03.21 Cumbria Clocks – Keith Scobie-Youngs 
22.03.21 Royal Maundy Traditions – Rosie Mason 
29.03.21 48 US State Capitols in 50 days – Chris Kippin 
The following sessions our planned. 
• Monday 12th April - Quiz 
• Monday 19th Jan – War & Covid – Robert Wellen 
• Monday 26th April – Europe’s highpoints, Mont Blanc & Elbrus – Peter Ellis 
• Monday 3rd May – Bank Holiday – No meeting 

I have agreed to arrange the Monday sessions until 14th June. At this point there will be a natural 
conclusion of these sessions as restrictions continue to be lifted.  
May I wish you and your families a happy, safe and healthy Easter. 
All the best. 
Mark Pendery 
 

   PRESIDENT’S 2021 EASTER MESSAGE 
Happy Easter! 
When I wrote to members at Easter last year, never in my wildest dreams did I imagine that we would still 
be locked down and that our towers would have been largely silent for over 12 months. However, with the 
amazing vaccine rollout, it is now looking more promising that ringing will be able to resume during mid-
2021. I presume that this will be with various restrictions in place, customised according to the profile of 
each band and the environment of the church and ringing room – but at least it now feels as if we’re 
climbing out of a very deep and dark pit. An important part of the Guild’s work is to look at the “return to 
ringing” task. Some bands may have lost ringers for a wide variety of reasons over the last 12 months. It 
will be important for us to try to retain as many ringers as we can. Recruitment of ringers will also be 
important, though teaching bell handling whilst maintaining a social distance may prove challenging. Over 
the next few weeks we will try to do an “audit” of all the towers to identify areas where additional help may 
need to be given. If you think that your tower may need help, or if you’re willing to help other bands, 
please let us know. 
Despite our social isolation, the Guild has continued to meet regularly on line on Mondays and Fridays and 
various committee, District meetings and Guild Socials have also taken place by Zoom. I’ve enjoyed my 
monthly invite to the “Brimacombe Arms” where members of the Hinckley District have socialised. I’ve 
felt that Zoom, however alien it seemed at first, has helped many of us to get to know other members (and 
their pets!) that we may not normally have met. The amount of support and kindness that members have 
shown each other has been outstanding and several members have said that it has been a lifeline for them. 
The Monday talks that Mark has been co-ordinating have covered a huge range of amazing topics and I 
now feel far more educated about various parts of the world and many ringing-related subjects. It’s been 
lovely to see Guild members who now live outside the county and regular guests from other Associations 
join in too. We’ve now had over 40 different presentations – an amazing achievement and a huge thank you 
to Mark. 
The Virtual Guild Dinner in February was not at all as we had planned for our 75th Anniversary year, but it 
was very enjoyable nevertheless. As usual, Carol Franklin did a superb job of masterminding the 
organisation - though her table planning and coordination of menu choices didn’t take as much effort as 
usual. Our guest speakers, Ven Richard Worsfold, one of our Patrons, and Simon Linford, President of the 
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, provided us with excellent talks prior to the quiz. Simon has been 
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booked for next year, when we hope to celebrate our 75th/76th anniversary in style. An excellent write up of 
the dinner, written by Richard Bimson, can be read in the 19th March edition of the Ringing World. 
Over the last few months, I have been selling some Guild souvenirs and I’ve been pleasantly surprised to 
see how popular they have been. Lots of people must have had Guild tea towels, badges or mugs in their 
Christmas stockings! I still have some 75th anniversary items for sale and have also added some generic 
Guild items to the range. We’re down to the last few of the limited edition 75th anniversary badges, so first 
come first served! Please see advert elsewhere in the newsletter for details of items currently for sale. 
I sincerely hope that it won’t be too much longer before we can all meet up again and get the bells across 
the county ringing. We’d had lots of messages from people who say they’ve really missed the bells and 
they’re looking forward to being able to hear them again. 
 
Sally Brown 
 
Guild President 
 

    AROUND THE DISTRICTS 

 

Hinckley :- 

I think it is safe to say that this last year has been a challenge to us all, perhaps an understatement. It does 
make me wonder what challenges lie ahead, as we slowly follow the road map set before us, and where we will 
end up. Many people want to talk about getting back to normal, but what is normal? I am sure that, after over 
a year, people will have found other things to do, reviewed what is important in their lives, reset themselves to 
a new way of living. Across all society we have been changed, the High Street will never be the same as we 
move to on-line shopping and its conveniences. Many people will still want to work from home as their quality 
of life will be so much better, no commuting on a delayed packed train. 
The church is not immune from this situation either, the collapse in its finances alone will see the possible 
closure of many parish churches. 
 
Bellringing cannot stick its head in the sand and think all will be well, once we are allowed  back we can go and 
nothing will have changed. In our District we already know of one tower where the few ringers there have 
decided to call it a day and as such the bells will fall silent. I am sure there will be many others across the 
county and country doing the same. Those towers that were struggling to recruit, train and keep ringers must 
be wondering what the future holds. I am sure there will be Towers , too where new neighbours will have 
moved in and,not having heard a bell, will suddenly rise up and complain at the noise. Challenges all round. 
 
Well, I hear you say, what can we do about it? The Church of England has a committee called the Recovery 
Group, doing exactly as the name suggests, I think I am correct in thinking that the Central Council may well 
have something similar. I hesitate to say it, as I am not a great committee man, but should we in the guild have 
something? I leave that thought. 
 
In our District I have been made aware of some ringing that has taken place following the current guidelines. 
Burbage and Fenny Drayton tolled a bell 88 times on March 23rd the anniversary of the first lockdown. Both 
towers too rang for Easter Day. 
 
I have pencilled in the diary the possibility of a District Meeting on 10th July subject to guidance.  
 
As I write this on Easter Monday my mind is full of Jesus' resurrection and new life, appropriate perhaps in 
following what I have said, perhaps we all need to think of a new life in bellringing as our towers resurge from 
the silence of the past year. 
 
Martin Mellor 
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