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 NEW! BACK PAGE CALENDAR 

LOOKING FORWARD… 
 

 

It is good to see the hard 
work of the BRF, Education 
and 3Rs committees being 
appreciated in some of the 
articles in this edition of the 
Guild Newsletter.  
 
The 3Rs committee will be 
displaying all the items they 
have available to lend out at 
the Guild Social in January, so 
make sure you book your 
place, it promises to be an 
entertaining evening!  
 
If you have any ideas for 
fundraising to help the BRF  
please get in contact with a  
 
 

 

member of the committee, all 
ideas greatly appreciated.  
 
It may seem a long time until 
2008 and the next Ringing 
Roadshow, but make a note of  
the date. It is always a good  

day out with plenty of things to 
see and do and friends old and 
new to meet.  

 

Contributions & feedback to… 
 

Jennie Paul 
3rs @leicesterdg.org.uk 

01509 260234 
 

 

EDITORIAL 
 
We have also put some Guild 
diary dates at the back of the 
Newsletter, why not go to a 
practice or event in a different 
district and see how they do 
things? Going to different 
towers, ringing with different 
people and making new friends 
is one of the best bits about 
being a bell ringer so give it a 
go, don’t be shy, people will be 
pleased to see you.  
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RECRUITMENT PROJECTIONS 
 

NEW 3Rs COMMITTEE KIT: COMES IN HANDY FOR FETE 
 
 

 

Elizabeth Rudge 
Tower Captain, Evington 

 
 
 
 

 

TOWERS 

NEWS (AND GOOD 3Rs)  
 
 

Evington Village has an 
annual fete and it has 
become a tradition that the 
bells are rung at some time 
during the day.  
 
We have previously rung for 
about 15 minutes as the fete 
opens. Last year we invited 
people to come and watch and 
gave a short demonstration, so 
we decided to extend this and 
booked a one hour slot in the 
middle of the afternoon and 
asked people to come and 
have a go. We set up a camera 

focused on the 3rd and projected 
this onto a screen in the church.  
 
Ours is a ground floor ring so it 
was easy to invite people in to 
have a go. Chris & Kathy Rudge 
gave about 20 people a go on 
the 3rd and while this was 
happening the people in the 
church could see the actual bell 
turning.  
 
As well as using the 3Rs 
equipment we also had the 
display boards, leaflets etc. 
Edward Bunney also lent us 2 of 

his paintings of bells, which many 
people found very interesting and 
informative. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Chris 
and Kathy for their help during 
the afternoon and at our regular 
practice nights.  
 
We practice on Wednesdays 
from 7.30 to 9.00pm and 
everyone is welcome to come 
and ring with us at any time. For 
more details contact 
bells@stdenys.org.uk or phone 
0116 2415605.  

 
 
 

 

THE GUILD 

NEWS 

 

AGM 2006   

John Adcock 
Guild President 2003 - 2006 

 
 

This year’s AGM took place 
at Hoton on Saturday 28th 
October, and followed 
ringing at the greatly 
improved bells of Prestwold 
Church, located in the 
grounds of the idyllically 
situated Prestwold Hall. 
 
The main item of interest on the 
agenda was the election of a 
new Guild President, and with 
both Pam Fisher and Jennie 
Paul being good enough and 
courageous enough to allow 
their names to go forward, the 
Guild was certain to enjoy 
positive leadership in the 
future. In the event Jennie 
came out ahead in the poll. 
 

The outgoing president had 
expected to hand over the chain 
of office and the chair to the new 
president, but it was pointed out 
that according to the rules, the 
new appointment did not take 
effect until 1st January 2007. 
 
Most of the Guild’s other officers 
were returned unopposed. The 
exceptions were Bob Bindley, 
who was replaced by Garry 
Mason as Trustee, and Tony 
Parker, who automatically retired 
from the position of Vice- 
President. 

 

Unfortunately there were no 
nominations for “Young Ringer of 
the Year” awards, and it was 
hoped that this was because of 
timing difficulties, rather than the 
absence of suitable candidates. 
 
In addition to the existing public 
liabilities cover, it was reported 
that from 1st November, resident 
guild members and their pupils 
would have personal accident 
insurance cover. Yet another 
reason for guild membership if 
anyone was still unsure! 
 
This year’s only rule change 
related to District AGMs, where 
the timing restriction of 
November or December was 
removed. 
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FIRST LADY OF RINGING 
 

Q&A WITH JENNIE PAUL: OUR NEW GUILD PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Name: Jennie Paul 
 
Home Tower:  
All Saints, Loughborough 
 
Where did you learn to ring: 
All Saints, Harpole, 
Northamptonshire 
 
Why did you learn to ring:  
All my family did it which meant 
I had to go to practice and 
Sunday ringing anyway so I 
thought I might as well join in. 
Also I knew I could get paid for 
ringing at weddings. 
 
Who taught you to ring:  
My Dad taught me to ring when 
I was 12. 
 
 
 

How long have you been 
ringing:  
Ummm, maths was never my 
strong point, nearly 20 years.  
 
What are your bell ringing 
ambitions:  
This is a tricky one, I smirked 
when I thought of this 
question, but I’m not quite as 
amused now I have to answer 
it! To have enough young 
ringers (under 21) in the Guild 
to have at least an annual 
young ringers day. To find a 
way of working with schools to 
get regular supplies of 
learners for towers throughout 
the Guild. For Guild members 
to feel they can approach me 
and or the General Committee 
about any queries or problems 
they are having to do with 
bells or ringing.  
 
What are you most proud of 
in your ringing career:  
I’ve got lots of these 
throughout my ringing career, 
starting with the first time I 
was deemed good enough to 
ring for service. Ringing my 
first peal, my dad made me 
wait until I was 16 because he 
didn’t think I could stand up 
for that long! Being bought my 
first pint, I won’t say what age 
I was. Teaching my first 
learner and seeing them do 
well. Organising the 
augmentation of Harpole from  
 

5 to 6. Ringing my first peal on 
sixteen. Being a member of a 
team who won the National 
Twelve Bell Striking 
Competition. Being asked to 
join a team to go to Australia 
and help train the Swan tower 
ringers. And last but not least, 
being elected Leicester Guild 
President. 

 

THE GUILD 

OFFICERS 

 
What is your favourite 
method:  
I think I would have to say 
Stedman on any number, 
although I love listening to any 
method rung well on nice bells.  
 
What is your favourite Guild 
event: I like socialising, so any 
of the socials, I am also quite 
competitive and enjoy the 
striking competitions.  
 
What are your other hobbies:  
Drawing, reading, playing the 
piano, ringing tunes on 
handbells, going to the pub.   
 
What is your favourite food:  
Chinese 
 
What is your favourite drink:  
Real ale and red wine, but not 
at the same time! 

 
What is your day job:  
In charge of handbells, publicity 
and advertising at Taylors 
Eayre & Smith Ltd.  
 
 

YOUR RINGING WEBSITE JUST GOT BETTER - WITH NEW INFO FOR EVERY TOWER…  
 

www.leicesterdg.org.uk/towers 
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MISS GLADYS HITS 100 
 

 
  

Mick Angrave 
Hinckley District Chairman 

 

DISTRICT NEWS 

HINCKLEY 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On July 28th 2006 one of our 
senior Guild members 
reached her 100th birthday!  

ed 

atterly 

ed 

 

 
Miss Gladys Goulton moved to 
Leicestershire in the 1920’s 
having been born in Tottenham, 
North London. Miss Gladys, as 
she is affectionately known, 
began training as a nurse but 
was advised she was too 
delicate for such an arduous 
task. Anyone who has known 
Miss Gladys will know how 
untrue this decision was. 
However a career change l
her into teaching, firstly at 
Lyndhurst private school, 
near Victoria Park and l
at Fosse High School.  
 
Her family were heavily involved 
in the life of the church so it is no 
surprise that Miss Gladys was no 
exception. She has been a 
Brownie leader, set up Guides in 
both Desford and at Fosse High 
being both Commissioned and 
Camping Advisor.  
 
When the church organist took a 
holiday in 1939 Miss Gladys 
stood in, having only ever played 
the piano. On her return the 
organist promptly retired and 
Miss Gladys continued to play in 
what was to her ‘such an 
important roll’. 
Miss Gladys learnt to ring in 
December 1944. For many  
years Desford ringers only rang 
rounds, call changes and maybe 
some Grandsire doubles. In the 
early 1980’s, on the retirement of  

 
 
 

 
the late Eric Edwards, Miss 
Gladys became the tower 
captain. Having been involv
with youngsters all her life she 
was soon encouraging them to 
take up ringing. Along with help 
from Michael and Kathleen 
Brown she was instrumental in
teaching ringing at Desford and 
at the age of 82 rang her first 
quarter peal, plain bob minor. 
On December 19th 1994 she 
rang her second quarter peal to 
celebrate her 50 years of 
ringing. 
 
On July 30th the parish held a 
celebratory service with lunch 
for Miss Gladys and had it not 
been for the steep ladder into 
the ringing chamber I am sure 
she would have been ringing. 
She did ring at Birstall earlier in 
the year at the 60 anniversary 
celebrations of the Guild. 

We rang a quarter peal for Miss 
Gladys on her 80th birthday and 
on her 90th birthday. The 
occasion of her 100th was far too 
important for a mere quarter and 
I felt honoured to be asked to 
organise a peal for such a fine 
lady. 
 
 
 
Leicester Diocesan Guild 
Desford, Leicestershire 
St Martin 
Sunday, 30 July 2006 in  
2h 38m (10) 
5040 Cambridge Surprise 
Minor 
 

1.   Terry M Astill 
2.  Anthony J Rowan 
3.  Anthony F Farmer 
4.  Stuart J N Rowan 
5.  Richard M G Ward 
6.  Michael Angrave (C) 

 
250th peal 6.  
1st minor 2.  
1st minor and inside 4. 
Arranged and rung to celebrate 
the 100th birthday of Miss 
Gladys Goulton, villager, 
parishioner, former Guide 
Commissioner and ringer at St 
Martin's, Desford. Truly a very 
fine lady. 
 
 
 
 
When ‘Miss Gladys’ was visited 
by Guild Secretary Gail Wade 
she said hello and thanks to all 
her Guild friends.  
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“A DIFFERENT TOWER”! 
 

HOBY BELLS RESTORATION: A RESOUNDING SUCCESS 
 

Maureen Coleman and Vic Allsop 
Churchwardens, All Saints Hoby, Melton District 

 

 

TOWERS 

NEWS 
There are 5 Bells at Hoby, 
dating from c1600. The tenor 
was recast in 1895 and a new 
treble added in 1895 when the 
Bells were augmented from 4 to 
5. 1895 was the last time that 
work of significance took place 
when the newly augmented ring 
of Bells was also put in a new 
steel frame. Routine 
maintenance by a dedicated 
local group of ringers (who also 
maintained the clock which 
struck the hour on the tenor) 
was carried on throughout the 
20th century.  
 
It became clear in the late 
1980’s, and in particular in the 
1990’s when Hoby joined with 
Kirby Bellars in the Parish of 
The Upper Wreake, that serious 
work needed to be carried out 
on the Bell fittings, or ringing at 
Hoby would come to an end. 
Also the state of the Tower and 
Spire were causing concern as 
their condition was deteriorating 
as well. 
 
A report on the Church Bell 
Fittings in 1998 noted the 
deplorable state of the fittings 
and that if work wasn’t carried 
out in ten years time the Bells 
would become unringable. No 
money was available for work 
to be carried out. 
 
In 2000 work started with the 
help of English Heritage on the 
restoration and conservation of 

the Church Tower and Spire, 
this was completed in 2004 
with final payments to the 
quarter of a million pound 
project being made in 2005. 
 
It was at this point, with the 
Tower and Spire secure, that it 
was decided by the Church 
Council that despite the fact 
that we had no money we 
should do our very best to get 
our bell fittings seen to before 
the words of the 1998 report 
came true. The noises coming 
from above in the belfry when 
we rang the bells was 
compounded by the fact that 
the sliders are floor mounted, 

this added to the unusual 
sounds from above! Something 
had to be done. 
 
In 2006 we wrote to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund with an 
application to restore our belfry 
fittings, after much hard work in 
July we were told our 
application had been 
successful. We were delighted 
and more so as this award was 
made to a Tower whose bells 
were still ringable (just) at the 
time of the award being made. 
 
 
 
Continued on Page 6… 
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…from Page 5 
 
The contract for the work on 
our bell fittings was awarded 
to Taylors Eayre and Smith. 
We were delighted when they 
said that the work could start 
at the end of July, it was 
completed by the beginning of 
September. 
 
During August the bell frame 
was painted (perhaps for the 
first time) after rust and 
grease was painstakingly 
removed. Four coats of paint 
were applied, it now looks 
magnificent. The Belfry floor 
was swept out and also 
treated and painted. We were 
ready for the bell fittings to 
return one week before they 
were due to come back.  

We were lucky in having the 
support of so many volunteers 
and the Village, Church Council 
and Churchwardens would like 
to take this opportunity to thank 
them all publicly for all their 
hard work, co-ordinated through 
the enthusiasm of a dedicated 
Tower Captain. The bells, after 
two days of work in the belfry, 
were rung again on the 5th 
September. It felt as if we were 
ringing bells in a different tower, 
the transformation was 
amazing. As we finished the 
work with only minor works 
needed to complete the project 
we were delighted to hear from 
the Leicester Diocesan Guild 
who in their meeting were able 
to make a Grant to this project. 
We are most grateful for this 
support. 
 

We still need to arrange a date 
for the rededication of the bells 
and bell fittings which is taking 
us some time to arrange as our 
Parish is currently in an 
interregnum. We will advertise 
this date when it is confirmed, 
all will be welcomed to this 
service. 
  
We are also arranging a 
celebration peal to be rung 
some time after the 
rededication. We will also be 
pleased for visiting ringers to 
come and visit Hoby Tower 
after the peal. 
 
Thank you to every one who 
has shown an interest in the 
project and given their support, 
it has been very much 
appreciated. 
 

 

CATS EARS WITH THE CREAM 
 

 

Isabel E Oldham 
Houghton on the Hill 

Syston District 

 

GUILD COMMITTEES 

EDUCATION 
 

education @leicesterdg.org.uk 

We are fortunate at 
Houghton on the Hill in 
having as our Ringing 
Master Gwenyth Tyler, 
Chairman of the Education 
Committee.  
 
Having decided that I would 
like to learn to ring Stedman 
Doubles and feeling that I 
wasn't getting enough 
practice, I mentioned to Gwen 
that I would like to attend a 
Stedman course should one 
be available. A few weeks 
later I was summoned to 
attend a course at St. Peter's 
Church, Gaulby. I was 

accompanied by my husband, 
Keith, who wanted to improve 
his Stedman. 
 
We were met at Gaulby by the 
“cream” of Leicestershire 
ringers, eleven experienced 
ringers from all parts of the 
county who had given up a 
morning to help us. 
 
Under the expert guidance of 
Garry Mason, we spent the 
whole morning ringing 
Stedman. As a result, I now feel 
confident with a plain course 
and can cope with “cat's ears” 
singles, reverse “cat's ears” still 

present a challenge but I feel 
hopeful that I shall rise to it. 
Keith now feels confident with 
singles although his reverse 
“cat's ears” still need some 
more polish! 
 
Our most grateful thanks are 
due to Gwen, to Garry for his 
patient and expert advice and to 
all the other ringers who were 
kind, helpful, supportive and full 
of enthusiasm. 
 
We had a most profitable 
morning which we thoroughly 
enjoyed
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PUZZLED 

QUIZ TIME 

CHRISTMAS  
CRACKERS 
 

 
 
Can you identify the Christmas  
Carol or song from the lines below? 
 
  

 
 

1. Close by me for ever and love me I pray 11. Gone away is the blue bird 
12. As with joyful steps they sped 2. Bells on bob-tail ring 

3. With the dawn of redeeming grace 13. With every Christmas card I write 
14. No ear may hear His coming 4. Nine ladies dancing 

5. From angels bending near the earth 15. Fa la la la la la la la la 
16. Thus spoke the seraph and forthwith 6. How are thy leaves so verdant 

7. Tiny tots with their eyes all aglow 17. Then let us all rejoice again 
18. A tiny star lights up way up high 8. Your matin chime ye ringers 

9. Come thou rod of Jesse free 
10. Light and life to all he brings 

19. See how the shepherds summoned to 
his cradle 

20. You will get a sentimental feeling when 
you hear 

 
ANSWERS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE… 
 
 
 

‘RINGING ROADSHOW’ 2008 
 
 
The next 'Ringing Roadshow' is to be a two day event in September 2008 
 
Building on the success of previous Roadshows (the last one was at Newbury in 2005) the CCCBR 
Public Relations Committee is delighted to announce that John Anderson of the St Martin's Guild for 
the Diocese of Birmingham will form and lead an organising team for the next one.  It will be at 
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire (home of the Royal Show) on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th September 
2008.   
 
Reserve the dates in your diary now!!! 
 
 
 
ANSWERS…
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NOT ALL OLD AND BEARDED 
 

3Rs COMMITTEE: GET RINGING PERCEPTIONS CHANGED 
 
 

 

GUILD COMMITTEES 

3Rs 
 

How often have you seen 
something in your local or 
national newspaper about bells 
or bell ringing? Probably not 
very often. What is the reaction 
of non-ringers when they find 
out you are a ringer? Usually, 
“oooh have you been taken up 
with the rope?” Or “I thought 
you had to be old and have a 
beard?”  

 

3rs @leicesterdg.org.uk 
 

www.leicesterdg.org.uk/recruitment 

 
This demonstrates the common 
perception of bell ringing that 
the general public has. We 
need to change this. One of the 
ways we can do this is by 
getting ringing in the press 
more often which will make 
people more aware of its 
existence and the type of 

people who do it. Most local 
newspapers are only too pleased 
to get a small snippet of 
information or even a larger 
article to fill their pages and if 
you include contact details you 
may get some new learners from 
.  it

 
Anything can make a 
newsworthy item, sponsored 
ringing for a good cause, one of 
your bellringers having a 
significant bellringing 
anniversary, a learner ringing for 
their first service, an amusing 

incident in the tower, a problem 
 the tower.  in

 
If every tower in the Guild aimed 
to put a small item in their local 
paper once a year, there would 
be regular coverage of bells and 
ringing and gradually people’s 
perceptions may change and we 

ay increase our numbers.  m
 
Don’t you think it’s worth a try? If 
you would like help with any 
potential article you may have, 
contact a member of the 3Rs 
committee.    

 
 

A PEAL APPEAL TO YOU  
 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY: PEALS HELP IN MORE THAN 1 WAY 
 
 

The work of the Children's 
Society really does deserve our 
support and that's why we're 
inviting bands of ringers every 
where to join in the Children's 
Society Peal Appeal during 
Advent and over the Christmas 
period.  
 
Please participate by a organising 
some sponsored ringing, perhaps 
for your church carol service or 
Christingle.  
 
The aim of this ringing project is 
two-fold, not just sponsorship for 
The Children's Society but also to 
promote ringing in your locality. 
Please encourage your band and 
your community to take part.  

The ringing doesn't have to be a 
fancy peal in some esoteric 
method: you could either be 
sponsored according to the 
number of changes you ring, or the 
length of time you ring. You could 
even ring in relays and keep the 
bells going for a longer period - it's 
a great way to get everyone 
involved and may be the starting 
point for the next generation of 
ringers.  
 
The Children's Society, in 
conjunction with the CC Public 
Relations Committee, have 
produced a sponsorship pack for 
the event, which contains all the 
materials you will need to publicise 
your sponsored ringing. To obtain 
your pack contact the Children's  

 
Society Supporter Action Team 
by telephoning 0845 300 1128.  
A joint press release is 
downloadable from the Central 
Council website 
www.cccbr.org.uk   
 
Please help us to raise a 
substantial sum for the work of 
the Children's Society and at the 
same time promote ringing as a 
superb and worthwhile activity 
for youngsters.
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GUILD COMMITTEES 

BRF 

‘BUSY – BACK SOON’ 
 

BRF COMMITTEE: NOW BACK ON TASK IN 2007   
 

This has been an unusual 
year for the BRF committee.  
 
Its members have been very 
actively involved with the 
Central Council Conference 
weekend and numerous 3Rs 
initiatives, leaving them with 
less time and energy to devote 
to fundraising than they would 
have preferred. 
Even so there have been some 
notable successes with almost 
£1,000 being received from the 
surplus made over the 
conference weekend, and an 
excellent £300 made from 
Simon Harrison’s sponsored 
run. Many thanks Simon; this is 
exactly the sort of enterprise 
that the BRF committee wishes 
to encourage. 

We are also heartened by 
Melton District using Gift Aid 
envelopes at their collection 
for the BRF at their district 
meetings. Not only will this 
see an increase in gift aid, the 
amount of the collections has 
also increased substantially. 
Are the other 5 districts using 
this idea? 
 
Looking ahead, we are 
planning a fundraising “Open 
Day” in 2007, probably during 
the early part of the summer. 
It should be a great day out. 
Please support in any way 
that you can.  
 
The 100CLUB has now been 
running 25 years and has 
been a great earner for the 

BRF over that period. However, 
the committee believes that it is 
time to review the subscriptions 
that have remained static at just 
£1 per month throughout that 
time, and will be trying to 
persuade the General 
Committee that there should be 
an appropriate increase when it 
meets in January.  NB the 
prizes will also increase! 
 
Many thanks to all of you who 
have contributed to the fund 
during the last 12 months.  
Please continue to do so, either 
by supporting other people’s 
ideas, or like Simon, maybe 
trying some of your own. 
 
Lots more BRF info at… 
www.leicesterdg.org.uk/brf 

 
 

LDG 
TUMBLERS 

 

 
Have you seen the new Guild Logo? 
 
Why not view it through a glass of wine  
or your favourite spirit or use it as a nightlight holder. 
 

These tumblers are limited in numbers and are individually hand painted.  
 

Available in new Guild Green, Christmas Red or Regal Blue for only £5 (£1 to the BRF) 
 

For more details contact John/Hazel Adcock 01664 823035 

 

Hazel Adcock  
BRF Committee Secretary 

 

 

 

brf @leicesterdg.org.uk 
 

www.leicesterdg.org.uk/brf 
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BELLS COM UPDATE 
 

During our visit to St. Paul’s, 
Leicester, some years ago it 
became apparent that, due to 
problems with the building and 
the roof in particular, the church 
might have to close and 
probably become redundant. 
We made the Diocese aware of 
our interest in the single bell, 
should it ever become 
available, and last September I 
was advised that permission 
has been received to remove 
this bell for use at Sibson where 
it is intended to augment the 
existing four bells to six.  
 
The following month the faculty 
application for the purchase 
and installation of a new treble 
for Orton on the Hill was 
approved and the augmentation 
of the existing ring to six is but  

 
 

a short time away. It seems a 
long time ago that we visited 
Orton for the first time and 
found the bells in an unsafe 
condition and persuaded the 
rector of the time to have the 
bells taken down. That was 
done but nothing further 
happened until the arrival of 
Reverend Annette Reed who 
enthusiastically tried to 
renovate everything that 
needed renovating in her 
Sheepy group of parishes. It is 
testament to her energy that 
so much work has been 

carried out and it will be a sad 
loss to her former parishioners 
now that she has moved to 
pastures new in 
Cambridgeshire.  

 

GUILD COMMITTEES 

BELLS 
 

Garry Mason 
Bells Committee Secretary 

 

 

 
Ann Cattell has started to get 
things moving to augment the 
three bells of Scraptoft in 
memory of her husband, Alan. 
Alan was a member of the Bells 
Committee from its inception 
and his knowledge of bells, 
their notes and fittings and 
history of the churches in this 
Diocese was invaluable; 
certainly his expertise has 
never been replaced. At the 
moment Ann is obtaining 
quotes from a selection of 
bellhangers with a view to 
starting fundraising and getting 
the job started" 

 
 

 

LIMITED EDITION 
PRINTS 

Have Leicester’s Churches hung on  
your wall – and help the BRF! 

 

 
Leicester City Centre Churches comprising of… 

The Cathedral, St Margaret’s and St Mary de Castro.  
 

There are a few prints left at £25.00 each with 10% going to the Guild BRF.  
 

Please contact Jennie Paul on jennie-paul@taylorbells.co.uk or 01509 260234. 
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OBITUARY  THE GUILD 

NEWS  
 
 
 
Jack Palmer Kesterton 
1920 – 2006 
 
I first met Jack in 1958 when he was 
serving as Leicester District 
Secretary. He struck me then as a 
courteous, charming and quietly 
spoken gentleman, an opinion which 
never changed. He diligently and 
faithfully served the Exercise for 
over 70 years, a record of which to 
be extremely proud. 
 
Jack Palmer Kesterton was one of 
four children born to a Belgrave 
family. Jack worshipped at St. 
Peter’s, Belgrave for more than 80 
years. As a boy he was a chorister 
and, when his voice broke, he took 
that well trodden path and became a 
bell ringer.  He was taught by 
Roland Barrow, becoming a valued 
member of the local band. He was 
tower captain at Belgrave for 30 
years and a member at Leicester 
Cathedral. He was a life member of 
the Leicester Diocesan Guild and 
was recently presented with a 
certificate marking 60 years 
membership.  

 
Jack had a great sense of humour 
and used to say that the only time 
his bellringing was interrupted was 
when the country sent him on a 
‘compulsory foreign holiday’ in 1939. 
Jack had a war service to be proud 
of.  

 

Garry Mason 

 
Jack became a tram driver for 
Leicester City Transport and there 
met the love of his life Freda, who 
worked as a conductress. They 
were together in an extremely happy 
marriage for more than 50 years. 
Jack rang his first peal on 9th 
September 1957 as Enderby; 
Yorkshire S Major conducted by 
John Acres. Although his peal total 
was modest it included peals of 
Maximus and Cinques at Leicester 
Cathedral. It was during one peal of 
Stedman Caters at the Cathedral on 
14th October 1985, that an incident 
occurred which kept us laughing for 
years, especially after a replay 
ringing for Sunday service a few 
years later. For some reason Jack 
was not wearing braces in the peal, 
not something we noticed for a 

couple of hours – when Jack, 
obviously reaching a little higher at 
backstroke, felt his trousers slip to 
his ankles, amidst much chuckling. 
Suffice to say the peal was 
successful although most of the 
band chose not to look at Jack 
whilst dodging with him in case too 
much laughter affected the ringing! 
 
A large congregation filled 
Belgrave church on 6th 
September when the Revd. 
Rowan Williams spoke 
affectionately of Jack’s life. He 
would have been pleased to see 
so many of his old friends there 
and to have heard the many 
comments which reflected what a 
fine fellow he was. He entered the 
church to Stedman and departed 
to Cambridge before the 
Committal at Birstall cemetery 
where he was buried with Freda. 
May they rest in peace. 

 
 
 
Brian G. Warwick 
20th March 1930 –  
5th November 2006 
 
A service of praise and thanksgiving 
for the life of Brian G. Warwick took 
place at the Parish Church of St. 
Thomas the Apostle, South Wigston 
on Saturday 18th November. Brian 
had planned the whole of the 
service some years previously with 
his customary attention to detail.  
 
The liturgy and music of the church 
had been fundamental to Brian’s life 
since his days as a chorister at 
Leicester Cathedral where the 
organist, Dr. George Gray, had 
recognised his talent and started to 
give him organ lessons.  It was at 
Leicester Cathedral too that he met 

Winifred, daughter of the eminent 
composer, Shirley Burton. His 
ringing career had, however, started 
at Rothley in 1946 and it was there 
he rang his first peal, conducted by 
Ernest Morris on 6th November 
1948. He trained as a teacher at 
Saltley College in Birmingham. This 
was interrupted by two years in the 
RAF on National Service before 
beginning his teaching career back 
in Leicester and, there by, laying the 
foundations for a lifetime of service 
to music and the church in the local 
community. He taught music and 
divinity at Linwood Boys School for 
over twenty years, starting the Wind 
Band there and introducing 
countless boys, many of whom 
came from quite disadvantaged 
backgrounds to the joys of music-

making. The band gained a 
significant reputation and is still 
going strong fifty years later as the 
Southfileds Brass Band, some of 
whose members were happily able 
to attend the service.   
 
He was delighted to be appointed 
to the position of organist and 
choir master at St. Thomas’s 
Church South Wigston in 1953 
and, at the same time, took over 
as Ringing Master in the tower. It 
was there on 27th December 1954 
that he and Winifred were married. 
For over fifty years he maintained 
the ringing for practice and 
Sunday Services, the band 
reaching peaks of attainment in 
the early sixties when a very  
young band succeeded against all 
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Brian G. Warwick continued… 
 
expectation in winning the district 
striking competition (costing the 
tower captain a meal for the entire 
band at a local restaurant) and 
again in the mid seventies when the 
local band was able to ring quarters 
of eight-spliced for Evensong. The 
choir also went from strength to 
strength and remains to this day as 
one of the best all boys Parish 
Church choirs in the country, 
frequently singing in cathedrals and 
winning accolades from the RSCM. 
As if all this activity was not enough, 
Brian had started his own Tuesday 
night peal band, ringing regular 
peals of new surprise royal methods 
at the Loughborough Bell Foundry. 
One of his fondest memories of 
these early days is the peal which 
he conducted which marked Ernest 
Morris’s two thousandth peal, the 
very first ringer to reach this 
milestone. 
 
Brian was always supportive of up 
and coming younger ringers with 
countless teenagers trained in 
change ringing at St. Thomas’s 
during these years. He was forever 
ambitious in his enthusiasm to 
achieve progress. With his excellent 
conducting skills, often physically 
leaping across the belfry to redirect 
an errant ringer, he was a terrific 
asset to any learner wishing to 
master a new method. As an 
inveterate organiser of peals, 
quarters and outings as well as a 
faithful attendee at Guild meeting, 
there were many adventures in the 
Warwick ‘Bond’ and ‘Reliant’ cars 
which ferried young ringers around 
the countryside 
 
In 1964 he moved to St. John the 
Baptist Church, Clarendon Park – a 
more highly paid church position 
and one with a new three manual 
organ. It was an adventurous move, 
but sadly the church had no bells 
and Brian gave up all his ringing 
activities for six years as he could 
not justify ringing peals when he 
was unable to ring for Sunday 

Services. Happily in 1970 he 
returned to St. Thomas’ and regular 
ringing activities could resume. He 
was quickly reappointed as ringing 
master, and he restarted his peal 
band.  
 
In total he rang 3428  peals of which 
he conducted 2924; although more 
were rung as several were 
withdrawn as false – much more of 
an occupational hazard in pre-
computer proving days. Of these, 
3231 were rung for the Leicester 
Guild (2830 as conductor) both 
almost certainly individual records 
for any Guild or Association. He 
rang over 2500 peals with Winifred. 
He will always be associated with 
the bells at Loughborough Foundry 
and rang 1141 of his peals there. 
His home tower of South Wigston 
accounted for 584, including all 
three thousand peal milestones. His 
organisational skills were 
extraordinary, it is likely that he 
organised well over 3000 of his 
peals, let alone those that were lost 
or did not come to fruition, with 
telephone bills that were necessarily 
astronomical. His legendary 
conducting skills ensured that few 
attempts were lost. On average, he 
organised, conducted and scored 
one peal every week for just under 
sixty years. He was a faithful 
supporter of the Leicester Diocesan 
Guild, acting as General Secretary 
in the sixties, and serving as 
President in during the mid 1980’s. 
He represented the Guild on the 
Central Council from 1960 to 1980, 
and again from 1987 to the present 
year when he assisted in the 
organisation of the meeting in 
Leicester. He attended every one of 
the 40 meetings.  For many years 
he was the representative on the 
Bishop’s Advisory Board for organs 
but kept a watchful eye on all bell 
work. 
 
Away from the bell-ringing and the 
music, Brian’s main passion was for 
UK railways. His father had been 
assistant station master at London 
Road, Leicester and he loved the 

steam trains, the timetables, the 
routes and the railway life. Many 
school holidays were spent on Rail 
Rover tickets exploring the 
network and he reckoned to have 
travelled on every piece of 
passenger line and visited every 
working station in the country. He 
has an enviable collection of train 
tickets. He was most at home, 
however, when actively involved 
as a working member. For many 
years at the Keighley and Worth 
Valley railway he acted as guard, 
signal-man or responsible officer 
and still found time to be their 
membership secretary. Latterly, 
after the long drives up to 
Yorkshire were less attractive, he 
moved his allegiance to the 
Shackerstone railway, again being 
guard, signal-man, roster master 
and to his great delight also 
passed out as DMU driver. As 
many other ringers share a love a 
railways they were surprised to 
see a familiar face working and 
often enjoyed special privileges as 
a result. 
 
Brian maintained his energy and 
enthusiasm for all his passions 
through a long and happily active 
retirement. This was suddenly 
curtailed when a mystery pain in 
his leg prior to a holiday on the 
Scilly Isles in June was revealed, 
on his return, as a fractured hip. 
Following a brief spell in hospital 
he returned home but was in rapid 
succession diagnosed with other 
life-threatening illnesses and 
suffered a very swift decline in 
health. His final peal, rung on a 
broken hip, was fittingly at 
Loughborough Bell Foundry on 
Monday 19th June. Despite 
considerable pain he continued to 
play the organ for services at St. 
Hugh’s, Eyres Monsell right up to 
the final week of his life,  and still 
attend ringing meetings. It was a 
merciful release when he passed 
peacefully away in bed at 12 
Dorothy Avenue where he and his 
family had lived since 1954.   
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WORTHINGTON CUP  
 

BELLS, BEER AND BONGS: BUT BONGS BRILL OR BAD? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

John Cook 
 

THE GUILD 

NEWS 
For those who don't know, the 
Worthington Cup is an annual 
invitational 10-bell striking 
competition held at Derby 
cathedral.  
 
The competition has been 
running now for 1 million years 
and every year Gail organises a 
team from Leicestershire to 
enter. If you’re familiar with the 
band that entered the national 
twelve bell contest, then you'll 
recognise the notoriety’s that 
assembled in Derby. Travelling 
from the environs of Leicester, 
we certainly didn’t qualify for the 
furthest travelling team. All the 
team members successfully 
negotiated the ring, apart from 
Angela and Steve who were last 
seen circling and looking for an 
exit. 
 
Since ringing is a social activity, 
it is not surprising that quite a bit 
of inter-team gossiping and 
catching up went on prior to the 
draw. I took the opportunity to 
grab a word with a few mates 
from Nottingham. When asked, 
"Have you practiced much?" 
Andy (for that was his name) 
replied, "Only on Wednesday". 
Ah-ha, well there's one team we 
don't need to worry about then 
thinks I. I'm sure a wise man 
once said that "the only thing 
noisier than a ringer with a cup of 
tea is a ringer with a pint of 
beer". Anyway, the lady in 
charge of proceedings somehow 
managed to get everybody’s 

attention and informed us of 
that the rounds before and after 
the test piece were to be 
marked and that there were a 
minimum number of rounds to 
be rung. Finally, it was 
announced that any ringers 
failing to set their bells at the 
end of the test piece would gain 
penalty points. The draw then 
went ahead and Leicester was 
drawn third. When Nottingham 
was drawn last I’m fairly sure I 
heard a voice pipe up, "I can't 
wait till 4 O'clock for a pint!" 

 
At 1.50pm the team ascended 
the staircase. Now I’ll be 
perfectly honest - I didn't really 
get to listen to their 
performance, as I was back in 
the choir school for a cup of 
tea, biscuit and some child-
minding. Anyway, 40 minutes 
after we left them at the tower 
steps, they all started drifting 
back into the choir room. I think 
it’s fair to say that the team 
were pleased with their 
performance. Much pulling of 
Anthony's leg was undertaken 
for the solo performance at the 
end of the test piece with 
speculation as to how many 

faults would be added for it. 
 
Now I don't know how many of 
you have tried to judge a striking 
competition, but I couldn't have 
picked between any of the six 
teams - let alone come up with 
the same results that Bill Haynes 
did. Prior to announcing the 
results Bill took us through his 
marking scheme – 2 marks 
available for each change, extra 
marks for the musical changes 
and overall merit giving 811 
marks in total. Bill then gave us 
the results, commenting on each 
teams performance. In 6th place 
were Lincoln with 307 points, in 
5th place was Durham with 372 
points, in 4th place was Derby 
with 447 points. Leicester were 
awarded 3rd place with 560 
points – Bill’s comments 
mentioned that having had the 
window closed prior to 
Leicester’s practice, he opened it 
to listen to the performance. He 
commented on the tactic of 
practicing the start – and how he 
was a bit worried the team had 
shot off into the test piece 
without the traditional signal to 
the judges. He also assured us 
that the extra blows on the tenor 
at the end of the piece had no 
effect on the outcome of the 
competition. 2nd place was taken 
by St Martins, Birmingham, with 
592 points which meant that with 
627 points and “good rhythmical 
ringing”, Nottingham took the cup 
– and promptly left to the pub. 
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CALENDAR 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:  
NOT TO BE MISSED 
 

 

JANUARY 
Tue 09th  South Wigston    Leicester 
Thu 11th Surprise major practice   M Harborough 
Thu 11th Quorn, Swithland   Syston 
Sat 13th  Narborough, Enderby   Hinckley 
Sat 13th  Great Easton (6 bell practice)  M Harborough 
Sat 20th  H Bosworth, Theddingworth  M Harborough 
Sat 20th  Hoby      Melton 
Sat 27th  Guild Social    M Harborough District 
 
FEBRUARY 
Mon 05th  Blaby      Leicester 
Thu 08th  Surprise major practice   M Harborough 

Events listings from 
Guild Report 2005 
 
For more events 
information please 
contact  
District Secretaries – 
see contact  
details on 
www.leicesterdg.org.uk 

Sat 10th  Sutton Cheney, M Bosworth   Hinckley 
Sat 10th  Hallaton (6 bell practice)   M Harborough 
Sat 17th  Gaulby, Great Glen   M Harborough 
Sat 17th  Outing     Melton 
 
MARCH 
Sat 03rd  Aylestone – 11.00am   Leicester 
Thu 08th  Surprise major practice   M Harborough 
Sat 10th  Sibson, Orton, Atherstone  Hinckley 
Sat 10th  Brixworth (6 bell practice)   M Harborough 
Sat 10th  Somerby     Melton 
 
APRIL 
Thu 12th  Surprise major practice   M Harborough 
Sat 14th  Cosby     Hinckley 
Sat 14th  Illston on the Hill (6 bell practice)  M Harborough 
Sat 14th  Asfordby TBC    Melton 
Sat 21st  South Kilworth, North Kilworth  M Harborough 
Sat 28th  Guild Half Yearly Meeting 
  & Striking Competition  Hinckley District 
 
AND LATER… 
Jul 21st  Guild Social    Melton District 
Oct 27th Guild AGM    Melton District 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR THE LATEST EVENT UPDATES AND MORE DETAILS… 
 

www.leicesterdg.org.uk 
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	Jack Palmer Kesterton

