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EDITORIAL 
THE GUILD NEEDS YOUR HELP!!!!!!!  
If the suggested grants from the Guild Bell Restoration Fund are approved this year there will be a shortfall 
in excess of £2,000. 
Let me take you back 67 years to the formation of this Guild and its Bell Restoration Fund. The first grant 
was five guineas (ask your grandparents if guineas are a foreign language) to Eaton. Since then,  through 
the efforts of various Guild members, the Fund has been put on a more professional footing and ongoing 
schemes, such as the Affiliation Scheme and the 100 Club, raise much needed funds.  
This Guild has much to be proud of in that there are no churches in the Diocese, with five or more bells, 
that are unringable. Those few towers where the bells are not currently in action have tower and/or related 
problems, not bell problems. This situation has not occurred by accident but by the efforts of many. In 
consequence the Leicester DG Bell Restoration Fund has raised and given away, by way of grant, many 
thousands of pounds to parishes in this Diocese. 
But the BRF has assets of several thousand pounds, so why not use that? This year that may be necessary 
but those assets also earn much needed income so, in practice, the BRF prefers to use annual income. 
Our BRF Fund Raising Committee meets regularly and comes up with ideas to raise money. We should be 
grateful to them because it is not easy to continually produce new and effective ideas. This is where the 
Guild needs YOUR HELP.  
We have in excess of 600 members and some, if not more, of you must have ideas that can be used. So, 
here`s the request. Can you put on your thinking caps and pass those ideas to any of the following:- Pam 
Fisher (Ratby);Carol and Stephen Franklin (St.Margarets, Leicester); Alison Harvey (Sapcote);Brenda Parr 
(Cathedral) and Arthur Rees (Gaulby). I hope that several of you might, not only offer a few ideas, but 
decide to sit on the BRF Fundraising Committee. 
 
While we have your attention can we just mention that no nominations for Guild Officers have been 
received from individual Districts. This means that the appointments will have to be decided by the General 
Committee. This is hardly the best way of electing our officers so we would urge you to seek out those you 
would like to administer the Guild, persuade them to stand and put forward their names. 
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BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY 

 
A few thoughts from a steeple keeper at Epsom, Surrey:- 

INSIDE… 
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Some of you may have heard that they had a clapper come out, which caused damage. They have now 
heard that prompted by their mishap, checks found loose clappers at two other towers in the Guild. 
Apparently, it used to be conventional wisdom to tighten bolts in the summer. 
In their case, the nuts were all tightened as much as possible after refurbishment, but since metal expands 
in hot weather whilst wood and leather shrink when they dry out, the tension in the nuts that were 
extremely tight can reduce in hot weather, allowing them to loosen. If clappers are loose, then you will 
need to re-centre them to ensure correct  striking. This will take a little longer, so make a note and come 
back to it when you have  time. We think it would be a good idea for all towers to have maintenance log-
book so that you can tell when checks have been done and you can note down tasks that need to be 
scheduled for the future. 
 
Nicholas Parr 
 
 

 
BELLS COMMITTEE - PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE 

                                                              
There have been two occasions in recent times when members of the LDG Bells committee tried to gain 
access to St. Mary's church Nevill Holt. The first occasion we were denied because, apparently accumulated  
rubbish would have made access physically impossible; whilst the second occasion proved unsuccessful 
because a 'local' quoted the Health and Safety Act to us. This was despite a few of us travelling several 
miles on both occasions in the belief that we would be allowed to inspect the church's bell. 
I had almost given up the idea as a bad job until John Jelley urged me to have another try. After racking my 
brains I decided to call upon the tower captain of nearby Medbourne, Steve Millington, in the event that he 
might have knowledge of local contacts that were unknown to me. Steve did a fine job and made 
arrangement s with the mother of the owner of the church for us to visit on the 15th June last. 
I  should explain at this point that Nevill Holt church has passed from the Leicester Diocese into private 
ownership. It is used but once a year when a service is held on Christmas Eve.     

I must confess that I drove  to Nevill Holt with a feeling 
that something might just happen to thwart us yet 
again but, upon my arrival, the lady of the Manor was 
unwell  but had arranged for a local lady to let us in. 
Despite having lived in our fair county all my life, it was 
only during our first visit to Nevill Holt  that I 
discovered that the place was more than a church and 
a former school. It is in fact a delightful little village 
and off the beaten track to the extent that it almost 
exists in a time warp. 
Well worth a visit if you are out that way. 
The church inside is quite beautiful and our access to 
the belfry had been tided up to the point that there 
was neither rubbish nor bird dropping to be seen. 
The bell was cast in 1883 by Thomas Mears but had 

not had a great deal of use and had been taken down and laid to rest on the sill of the south louvre. 
The present owners have now been advised how to have it re-hung if they so wish and we shall await 
developments with interest. 
Stuart Hale noticed another bell in the building across the lawn from the church so our time in Neville Holt 
was completed with a 'bonus'  visit thanks to the co-operation of the local gamekeeper. 
During the several decades that the Bells Committee has been in existence we have visited many beautiful 
places in Leicestershire but I have a feeling that Nevill Holt has been the best of the lot. 
 
Garry Mason                                                                        

                                                                                                            
 
 

Gilmorton Bells - Restored 
 

On Saturday 22
nd

 June 2013 the bells of All Saints’ Church, Gilmorton, rang out again after a year’s silence. 
Aswell as the local ringers they were being tried out by Roland & Amy Cook, Andrew & Diana Young, Alison 
& Terry Iliffe and Richard Holyland.  All were extremely pleased by the complete transformation – what had 
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been known for years as a somewhat lumpy, odd-struck and difficult ring of bells are now a pleasure to 
ring. This was the culmination of a community project involving many local people.  

Back in 2009 Garry Mason (a much valued supporter of the Gilmorton practice) advised Gillian Weston (then 
tower captain) that if the bells were to remain ringable work on them would need to be undertaken.  Gillian 
set things in motion with the PCC and began a funding campaign.  A quote from Taylors was accepted to carry 
out the work.  This was to include:  

 Dismantling brickwork supporting bell frame foundation beams, treat beams for rust before restoring 
them in position in the brickwork. 

 Add two additional bell foundation beams and carry out other remedial work to the frame. 

 Replace the headstocks of seven of the bells. 

 Rehang all the bells on modern ball bearings. 

 Replace or refurbish all wheels, pulleys and other moving parts. 

 Provide two new clappers and overhaul the other six. 

 Quarter turn the bells 
 
The cost in 2010 was to be £34,000.  A steady stream of money started to come in through fundraising events 
(such as concerts, barn dances, a 100 club etc), donations, and grants (including from the LDG).  However, with 
changes to VAT and rising costs, by January 2012 the total needed had risen to £46,000.  Despite many hours 
of careful work putting together applications to bodies who are known to make larger grants towards such 
work none were forthcoming and the target was beginning to seem out of reach.  Then Alan Moult, a personal 
friend of Emma and myself, stepped in with an offer we couldn’t refuse.  Alan is a mechanical engineer now 
living and working in Suffolk who previously worked for Eayre & Smith for 10 years and is currently the DAC 
Bells Advisor for the Suffolk Guild.  Alan’s offer was that he would, free of charge, give up his own time to 
supervise all the onsite work using local volunteer labour.  What’s more, Alan suggested an enhanced scheme 
whereby, rather than working on the frame and supporting beams in situ, these should be taken down from 
the tower and transported to Taylors for shot blasting and galvanising.  We were to get a more thorough job 
and the cost was to be reduced to £30,000.  I think I owe Alan a drink! 
Anyone who has been involved with such a project will know that dismantling and lowering an entire bell 
installation and then raising it and reinstalling it is a huge job.  The local volunteers were amazing - both in 
their skills and commitment.  Mainly retired or semi-retired, they included a builder, a metal worker and a 
digger driver.  They all worked incredibly hard over long hours and in all weather conditions. Before any of this 
could take place the glazed screen at the base of the tower had to be removed and we are very grateful to 
Mick Angrave and Phil Bradley for their help with this.  Transport to the bell foundry was provided by local 
builder, Peter Welburn.  This took several journeys of his little truck – however the weight of the load at the 
back was affecting the steering at the front! The return transport was generously provided by E H Smith 
(Builders’ Merchants) of Enderby.   
There have been some lovely moments during the restoration, such as when one of the bells was wheeled 
down the road on a trolley and taken into the local primary school assembly – much to the amazement of the 
children and head teacher who had no idea it was coming!  On another occasion Emma (the vicar) held up the 
work temporarily when she brought a birthday cake with lighted candles into the tower for our volunteer 
bellhanger. 
 

             
 
The original timescale of around 6 months slipped somewhat for a variety of reasons.  The first holdup was 
caused by some bats in Herefordshire(!) which meant that Taylors had to re-prioritise working on our bells.  
Next, Taylors weren’t happy with all of the new headstocks they had made and decided to recast four of them.  
We were then held up by the exceptionally long period of frosts which delayed concreting the frame back in.  
However, now the work is complete none of this seems to matter.  Bells have been ringing here at least since 
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the 1600s. No major work had been done on them for over a century and we now know no more major work 
should be needed on them for at least another 100 years. 
In celebration of the restoration of the bells there will be an exhibition of pictures and other material relating 
to the project and bell ringing in general in church on Sat 28

th
 & Sun 29

th
 Sept.  A peal will be attempted on the 

morning of Sat 28
th

 and there will be a service of rededication of the bells at 4.00 p.m. on Sun 29
th

.  All are very 
welcome to view the exhibition and come to the rededication service. 
 
John Davies 

                       
 

TOWER SPOTLIGHT   - Twyford by Peter Brown 
 
For those of you who’ve never been to Twyford it’s about as far south as you can get in the Melton District 
on the B6047 between Melton and Market Harborough. The church is St. Andrews and has a  great ring of 6 
fairly light bells  - the Tenor is 6 cwt and tuned to G. Two of the bells are fairly ancient and were cast in 
1604 and 1625.   
The bells were re-hung in a new frame and 3 more added to the existing 3 in 1946/7 to commemorate the 
end of the Second World War.  
The tower is probably the most active in the south of district with some beginners just learning to call 
change, some intermediates honing their skills on Bob Doubles and Grandsire and the advanced party 
moving slowly towards Cambridge (the method not the city !)  
The church itself is worth a look around with parts of it dating back to the 12

th
 century, it has an unusual 

carved font and columns – there is an information sheet on top of the font for you to do a DIY tour.  
Our practice night is on Mondays from 7:30 to 9:00pm (we sometimes hold a ‘rope handling clinic’ on tied 
bells from 7:00 to 7:30). Visitors of all abilities are welcome to join us for a ring (and a beer in the Saddle 
afterwards if you can be tempted) .  
For those of you who’ve never been to Twyford it’s about as far south as you can get in the Melton District 
on the B6047 between Melton and Market Harborough. The church is St. Andrews and has a  great ring of 6 
fairly light bells  - the Tenor is 6 cwt and tuned to G. Two of the bells are fairly ancient and were cast in 
1604 and 1625.   
The bells were re-hung in a new frame and 3 more added to the existing 3 in 1946/7 to commemorate the 
end of the Second World War.  
The tower is probably the most active in the south of district with some beginners just learning to call 
change, some intermediates honing their skills on Bob Doubles and Grandsire and the advanced party 
moving slowly towards Cambridge (the method not the city !)  
The church itself is worth a look around with parts of it dating back to the 12

th
 century, it has an unusual 

carved font and columns – there is an information sheet on top of the font for you to do a DIY tour.  
Our practice night is on Mondays from 7:30 to 9:00pm (we sometimes hold a ‘rope handling clinic’ on tied 
bells from 7:00 to 7:30). Visitors of all abilities are welcome to join us for a ring (and a beer in the Saddle 
afterwards if you can be tempted) .  
 
 
 

AROUND THE DISTRICTS 

 Hinckley 
 
 

 If you didn’t go on the Hinckley District Outing on June 8
th

, you missed a great day out! 5 towers in north 
Buckinghamshire, a picnic, a meal in the evening and excellent company, oh yes and some good ringing 
(and singing) too! What better way to spend a Saturday in June? 
In glorious sunshine Robinson’s coach left the district bang on time. Hanslope and Stony Stratford before 
lunch, Tony and Jenny organised the ringing so everyone got the best from the bells (and themselves). The 
weather may not have been overly warm at picnic time but there wasn’t time to get cold before it was time 
to get back on the coach (note to self - don’t tell people it’s 100 yards to the picnic site when it is more like 
half a mile and also remember to allow enough time to walk there and back). Great Brickhill, Stewkley and 
Newton Longville in the afternoon proved to be increasingly “interesting” – there were very few people 
queuing for the last ring at Newton Longville! 
Last stop of the day was the Navigation Inn at Stoke Bruerne where they coped admirably with 45 hungry 
and thirsty ringers. Back on the coach, the Hinckley District Community Choir were in fine voice but, Terry, 
you were missed – the rendition of that classical standard ‘On Ilkla Moor Baht 'at’ (Rough translation: On a 
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hillside somewhere in the north country without any vestige of headwear about one’s person.) whilst good, 
was not great without you to fill in the twiddly bits (twiddle pins are an amazing invention)! 
Our July meeting was a joint practice and meeting at Stoney Stanton. Another excellent turnout from 
District members saw the bells in constant use throughout the evening. From rounds and call changes to 
surprise major there was, as always, plenty for everyone. This being Stoney Stanton, there were several 
touches on the handbells whilst the tower was fully occupied. 
The next meeting is on September 14

th
, which is the annual striking competition. 

 
Chris Sansome 

 
 

 Leicester - 
 
Since the last newsletter the Leicester District has had 3 successful focus practices, 2 successful evening 
meetings & a very successful BBQ & outing! 
The focus practices have generally focused on surprise major, although some ventures towards surprise 
royal have been made, in July we were looking at London Royal. I think everyone involved has benefitted 
from attending the practices & hopefully they will continue. We have managed to have a practice every 
month for over year, including during the summer months when we could have struggled with numbers. 
We have held evening meetings at Newtown Linford in June and at Wigston Magna in August. Most of our 
meetings follow this format as we have found we get the best attendance from district members. 
Sometimes towers will cancel their own practice to join us, others don’t but we are able to cater for a range 
of abilities from rounds & call changes up to surprise minor or major depending where we are.  
In July we decided to try something we haven’t tried for a number of years. We had originally planned to 
hold an evening practice at St Mary de Castro but as they are not ringing at the moment we had to have a 
change of plan. We decided to try a mini ‘out of district’ outing. I can’t remember the Leicester District 
holding an outing, although I’m sure there must have been one before! To bridge the gap between the 
focus practice & the outing towers we held a BBQ in churchyard at St Margarets – the weather was perfect, 
although perhaps a bit on the hot side! After sausages, burgers & salad followed by strawberries & cream 
we headed off to Mountsorrel for our first tower. A few of our number got the wrong church but we soon 
got started. We rang a range of touches, even though the ropes were so long they did their best to put us 
off. Next was Quorn, again we rang a range of touches & our numbers increased as the afternoon went on! 
The third tower was Barrow upon Soar and we finished on the 10 at Sileby. I think we saw about 20 people 
going around the towers & saw some old friends dropping in during the afternoon. 
If anyone would like to be included in our district circulation lists then either subscribe to LDGLeicester-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com or send me an email Leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk 
 
Angela Preston 
 

 Loughborough - 
 
 
In October St Laurence at Measham will be marking the centenary of the Measham bells.  The Loughborough 
District will be joining with the tower band and church congregation to celebrate this anniversary on Saturday 
12th October from 9.30am.  The Church will be open and there will be free ringing together with an exhibition 
about the bells.  There will also be  a hand bell ringing demonstration and the chance to have a go.  
Refreshments will be available during the morning and there will be a service of thanks in the church at noon 
followed by lunch in the church hall at 1pm.  There will be further information circulated nearer the time and 
numbers for lunch are required for catering purposes.  Please put the date in your diaries and come along to 
help Measham celebrate in style! 
  
Liz Twitchell 
 
 

 Market Harborough - 
 
In the Market Harborough District, we have been experiencing an ever decreasing number of towers able 
to enter bands in the annual striking contest. This not only meant that the element of competition was 
somewhat lacking (a couple of years there were only two teams)but also that fewer and fewer people were 
getting the chance to ring in a competition. Our answer was to have a complete rethink on the structure, to 

mailto:LDGLeicester-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:LDGLeicester-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:Leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk
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maintain the element of competition, yet be much more inclusive as to who could ring - and so evolved 
Strike-Fest ( a tongue-in-cheek name that seems to have stuck! ) As well as the traditional tower bands, we 
also included bands made up from any other ringers who came on the day. Thus, for the last few years, 
eight bands have competed, and a good number of people have gained experience of ringing under 
competition conditions. 
The Guild Committee have been discussing many different ideas for ringing events, and the idea of holding 
a Guild competition along the same lines was suggested. Given our experience over the last couple of years, 
it was decided that the summer meeting, which was due to be hosted by the Harborough District, would be 
the ideal time to hold it; and so the Guild Strike-Fest was born. So it was that on a warm but cloudy 
Saturday  afternoon ( 20th July ), around 35 ringers from around the county converged on St. Wistans 
church, Wistow for  an afternoon of light-hearted competition. The old derelict ring of three bells at Wistow 
was restored and augmented to six ( tenor 6 cwt) for the millennium, and they are now a very pleasant 
little ring, albeit a little flighty on the trebles. Wistow church is surrounded by open fields, leading up to the 
canal, and so are ideal for  extended ringing - indeed the longest length of plain minor (21.600  changes in 
10hr 46m ins) and of treble dodging minor ( 23,040 changes in 12hrs 13 mins) were rung here in 2000 and 
2003 respectively. 
The bands were drawn at random from those attending at the start, such that there was a mix of 
experienced and less experienced ringers in each band, with a good number of people ringing in a 
competition for the first time.  Each band was allowed 15 minutes in the tower to practice and to ring the 
test piece - 120 changes of method of call changes. Diana did sterling work keeping things moving, and 
incorporating late comers into the bands, while Andrew hid himself in the churchyard to judge the ringing, 
In addition to the ringing there were plenty of other activities laid on, including general ringing at 
Saddington, a treasure hunt, a quiz and even a chance for people to have a go at judging the ringing for 
themselves. However, most people preferred to relax in the churchyard, listen to the ringing and catch up 
with friends. After a couple of hours of competition ringing there was some general ringing, while people 
congregated in the churchyard around the base of the tower, for a picnic tea during which the results were 
announced. 
Andrew commented on the general high standard of the ringing, and that, although some ands experienced 
a few difficulties, all had also produced some high quality ringing. The main difference between the teams 
was down to the number of mistakes made and how long they took to settle to that excellent ringing. The 
results were as follows :- 
Team 1 : Call changes 38 faults  (7th) 
Team 2  : Doubles  25.5 faults (3rd)  
Team 3 : Doubles  34 faults  (6th) 
Team 4  : Doubles  11.5faults (1st) 
Team 5  : Call changes 43.5 faults (8th) 
Team 6  : Doubles  30 faults  (5th) 
Team 7  : Call changes 29.5 faults (4th) 
Team 8  : Doubles  12 faults  (2nd) 
No trophies to hang on the wall here ; the winning team were rewarded for their efforts with chocolate! All 
appeared to have had a fun afternoon, both for the ringing and for the social occasion, and many less 
experienced ringers enjoyed the chance to ring in a competition with the more experienced  ringers, some 
for the first time. As always, thanks to Wistow church for allowing us to ring the bells during the 
afternoon,and a special thanks to Steve, who waited at Saddington to welcome any ringers who decided to 
go there for a ring. 
 
Andrew Young 
 
 
 

 Melton  - 
 
Our monthly meetings have continued to be rewarding with some very good ringing. 
The picnic at Saltby (10) in June was enjoyed on a sunny evening, although in view of the heavy rain on the 
previous day we elected to set up the tea and coffee inside the church and consume the food undercover. 
The ten bell tower attracted people from throughout Leicestershire plus a visitor from Cambridge, with 
some welcome ' old faces' not seen for a long time. John Adcock our ringing master made sure a good time 
was had by all. 
In July we ventured into Nottinghamshire with our meeting at Granby (6). Holiday time is always difficult 
and numbers were low but those who came had a good ring. Jacky Parlby's little boys brought a family feel 
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to the evening. Too young to ring yet, we hope they will follow the Adcock family ringing tradition and be 
joining in before too long 
Melton District was represented at the Market Harborough Strike-Fest. 
On the evening of July 22nd, the birth date of Prince George of Windsor, the High Framland ringers 'fired',  
the Sproxton bells to commemorate that arrival of the Royal baby, Those able to rang Cambridge. How did 
we know so soon? Well, we could claim an ear in Royal circles, but the truth is it was practice night and 
David, who has a finger for ever on the internet button said,  whilst we were having a breather, ' I wonder if 
the baby's arrived yet?' He took a look and 'Yes! 
It's a boy', so we celebrated in fine ringing style! 
At time of writing the August meeting has yet to take place and will be at Gaddesby (8) on the 17th. 
The Melton Committee is in the process of preparing a recruitment drive in the hope that we can roll this 
out at local events throughout the Autumn, beginning at Croxton Kerrial Village Day in September. 
The Leicester Diocesan Guild AGM this year will be held in the Melton District on October 26th. We will be 
delighted to welcome everyone to Twyford (6). Please encourage your towers to send someone along. A 
warm welcome will await you. All abilities catered for. Beginners especially welcome. 
 
Sue Dawson 
 

 Syston - 
 
 
Syston District have been continuing to meet at different practice nights each month.  The last two 
meetings have been extremely well attended and we are so pleased to see some new faces.  Our out of 
district meeting at the Foundry with a tour before ringing was particularly successful.  Our meetings are all 
on the Guild website .  We very much welcome all. 
Advance notice that our AGM has moved to 16

th
 November and will take place after an out of district Tour.  

We are also planning to hold an open ringing event at Humberstone on Saturday 7th September between 
10am  and midday . Full details for all events when available will be on the Guild website. 
 
Amanda Adams 
 
 
 

 
 

News from the Recruitment and Education Committees 
 

Rising Ringers 
 
So far this year the rising ringers have met on Saturday 26th January at Sapcote, Saturday 2nd February at 
St Margarets, Saturday 23rd March at Oadby and Saturday 25th May at Quorn. The rising ringers group has 
given learners a great opportunity to meet new people and make progress. 
Meetings have been well attended and a wide selection of methods has been rung. The meeting at St 
Margarets was the highlight as we managed to ring rounds and call changes on all 14 bells! It also gave an 
opportunity for helpers to ring heavier bells that they would not normally get to ring. 
I would like to thank all the helpers who gave up time to help out, without them it would not be possible to 
continue this group. 
The rising ringers group is for all ages and abilities. If you know someone who is learning to ring then please 
contact me and more importantly attend the meetings - it is great to see fresh faces coming through. 
2013 meeting dates :- 28th September - Melton District - Sproxton TBC 
( afternoon meeting after progressing ringers meeting in the morning) 
23rd November - Venue TBC. 
 
Mark Pendery 
 

 
Progressing Ringers 
 
The Progressing Ringers met at Hathern on Saturday 27

th
 July. Once again a good turnout of “progressors” 

and helpers, on what was a very warm morning, gave rise to a wide range of ringing experiences. Starting at 
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10 o’clock with some rounds and call changes for some very inexperienced progressors and finishing at 1 
o’clock with Yorkshire Surprise Major for the more advanced and everything from plain hunt to Stedman, 
Grandsire and Cambridge in between. Being the height of the wedding season people came and went 
throughout the three hours, which meant there was a steady flow of new progressors and helpers, which 
added to the variety of the ringing. Thanks to all the helpers who gave up their time and special thanks to 
Brenda and Carol for providing refreshments throughout the morning. 
With so many people away and a plethora of outings etc there will not be a meeting in August. The next 
meeting will be on September 27

th
 in the Melton District and Great Glen is already booked for the October 

meeting, which falls on the morning of the AGM (26
th

). Full details will appear on the website as they 
become available. 

 
Chris Sansome 

 
ITTS module 1 – Leicester St. Margaret’s  
On Saturday 22nd June an ITTS training course was held at St Margaret's Leicester. The full day session was 
attended by 7 members of the Leicester guild and guild members from Southwell & Nottingham and 
Peterborough. Feedback at the end of the day was very positive with everyone commenting on how 
valuable the training had been and the importance of good bell control to enable change ringing.  
This breaks down the steps required to teach a learner from scratch. At the conclusion of the training all 
aspects of bell control have been covered in a simple to understand way including ringing up/down, 
building skills for hand stroke, backstroke and putting both strokes together. In addition the course deals 
with picking up the most common handling faults and how to correct them. This ensures that the good 
work done in the initial bell handling sessions can be maintained as faults develop – nobody’s perfect. This 
is really useful for the new teacher in order to build confidence in teaching and give a great foundation for 
high quality teaching. It also helps the teacher as there are many tip and tricks throughout that are very 

helpful in the teaching 
process. This is 
supported by personal 
access to a wide 
selection of training 
resources from the ITTS 
website. Each teacher 
can register, track 
progress of learners and 
provide teaching 

exercises to be completed outside the tower. 
All participants are now eager to find learners to consolidate the learning. The training was complimented 
by a fantastic lunch and afternoon tea. Many thanks to Carol Franklin for the advanced preparation and 
Chris Newman for superb efforts on the day.  
 
Mark Pendery 
 
 
 

 
News from the LDG 2025 Committee 

 
  
The Summer period started with a bang. Following the endorsement from the General Committee we held an 
open day at St Margaret’s to gather additional ideas and to consider how to take some of those forward. The 
day, ably controlled by Mark Pendery and John Cook, proved very useful involving members with a range of 
experiences and ages. Our thanks go to all who have been part of this process to date. 
During the morning session we split into two teams. Mark provided a cunning plan for splitting the group 
based on the time of day that you are at your most creative. The teams brainstormed a number of areas such 
as what would we miss if the Guild didn’t exist and how the Guild can best support individual towers.     
Some, unsurprisingly, took the opportunity to take in the last few moments of the Lions v Australia test match 
and sit in the sun at The Salmon for a bite to eat whilst resting the old grey matter. 
Following lunch, nine specific themes were considered with individuals getting involved in the discussions on 
those where their interest lay. Topics covered included ‘Buddies and Mentors’, the ‘Welcome Pack for new 
members’ and ‘Ideas for the Ringing Course’. 
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The day was well supported and use of the R&E resources much appreciated.  St Margaret’s proved to be a 
good venue for such an event. We are still keen to gather more ideas and bring additional members into the 
process so if you would like to be involved then please talk to John, Mark or myself. 
Since then progress has slowed with the summer holidays however the original group did get together in July 
to go through the output from the day and we are progressing a new version of the Welcome Pack, feeding 
ideas into the R&E committee and working on changes to the Guild website. 
The Facebook page has been active for a while now and is starting to come into its own with reminders on 
events and news on activities. One individual organised a band to ring for a wedding entirely through the use 
of such social media!! 
The communication of events, activities and social get-togethers is always difficult with a large and disparate 
membership. To that end, we are looking to use modern media options, like Facebook, and traditional paper 
such as this Newsletter. Another way is email and the Yahoo Groups, set up at a District level, are designed for 
this purpose. Information on how to register is on the website in the LDG 2025 section. 
New ideas and fresh input is always welcome – please get in touch if you would like to be involved or share 
some thoughts. 
 
Dave Carling 
 
 
 

Congratulations  
 

We would like to congratulate the Saddington Tower Captain, Ed White and his wife on the safe arrival of 
their daughter Elizabeth on Monday 26th August 2013 
 
  
 
 

 
News from the BRF Fundraising Committee. 

 
Just want to share the results of the BRF fundraising Flower quiz that we ran alongside the plant sale at the 
striking competition back in April. Thank you to everyone who gave £1 and apologies if I kept hanging 
around you until you did. 
We had 3 entries who scored 41 out of 42, so the Guild Peal Secretary, Steve Harvey chose one at random 
to receive a £10 garden centre voucher. And the winner is........ Gwenyth Tyler 
If anyone would like to see the answers, you can do so by clicking on this link :- 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rl91il11n9ig3bn/wQEtcXIGaX 
We will now think of another way to extract your one pound coins at the next opportunity. 
 
Jenny Harvey 
 

LDG 100 Club Draw Results 
 

May  1st prize - no 134  2nd prize - no 147 3rd prize - no 152 
June   1st Prize - no 79  2nd prize - no 158 3rd prize - no 129 
July  1st prize - no 41  2nd prize - no 149 3rd prize - no 58 
August  1st prize - no 99  2nd prize - no 129 3rd prize - no 123 
 
Francis Fisher 
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