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EDITORIAL 

 
As I sit here pondering the contents of the nineteenth Leicester Guild Newsletter I realise that Sue 
and I have much to thank our predecessors for. Jennie Higson started it all off and compiled each 
edition until she moved away from the area whilst Robert Parker put it all together, despite 
spending most of his time at university in Berkshire and having a heavy academic workload. I am 
sure we speak for all Guild members in thanking Jennie and Robert for their outstanding efforts 
over the last few years. It was the idea of my better half, Sue, to make the offer of taking over the 
editorship. Both Jennie and Robert have offered their assistance if we experience any turbulence 
and, in view of me being technologically illiterate and computer incompetent, Sue has offered to 
look after that side of the production. 
Of course any publication is only as good as its content and, for that, we shall rely on your good 
selves to keep us plied with articles, items and snippets so that we can keep our members 
informed of our activities. 
I am aware that comment has been passed that much of what appears in the Newsletter is 
history. I suppose that is true of most publications, particularly one that is only produced a few 
times each year, although I hope that we will be advised of the future plans of our various 
Districts, Towers and Committees so that we keep you all informed in plenty of time and also 
endeavour to increase support for whatever is taking place. 
Sue and I will be pleased to accept your offerings which can be sent via e-mail to 
sue.mason4@btopenworld.com or posted to us in typed or handwritten form. In between we 
shall badger individuals for a stocking filler or two. 

 
 
 
2) St. Barnabas to Tilton 
3) Temporary Suspension of ringing at St. Mary De Castro, Ringing for England & National Twelve Bell 
4) 100 Club & Recruitment and Education Committee 
5) Grants for Bell Restoration, Rising Ringers & Ideas for Future of the Guild 
6) Plant Sale 
6, 7 and 8) Around the Districts 
 
 
 
NEW GUILD TREASURER. 
 
After serving the Leicester DG for many years as Guild Treasurer and on two separate occasions 
Steve Franklin has retired from this extremely important office. We are certain that our thanks to 
Steve are echoed throughout the Guild for the conscientious and efficient manner in which he has 
run our financial affairs. 
As Steve settles down with his slippers and a few moments to read the Guild newsletter we are 
pleased to welcome his replacement, Brenda Parr. We wish her every success in her new post. 
 
 
 
 

INSIDE… 

1 

mailto:sue.mason4@btopenworld.com


 

 
ST. BARNABAS TO TILTON      (SO NEAR YET SO FAR) 
 
When I first heard that the church of Saint Barnabas, on 
East Park Road, Leicester was due to close my subsequent 
discussions with the Leicester Diocese Bell Advisor, 
George Dawson, revealed that the one bell in the church`s 
tower could be an ideal match for the five bells at Tilton 
on the Hill to augment them to six. 
Anyone who has been involved in church bureaucracy will 
be aware that progress is generally measured by the use 
of a snail in poor health and this was our experience. 
Eventually we were able to advise the PCC at Tilton that 
Planning Consent would have to be sought from the Local 
Authority to remove the bell from its home of over one hundred years. Tilton PCC dealt directly 
with the relevant authorities and permission was duly granted. 
So much of what we do in this Guild relies on the goodwill and co-operation of our individual 
members. Removal of the bell from St. Barnabas, last December 15th, was possible due to the 
efforts of Mick Angrave and Neil Harvey of Sapcote and a non ringing friend, Paul Baker. Our Guild 
President, Arthur Rees and myself played some small part in contributing a bit of physical oomph 
at the appropriate time whilst Sue recorded all for posterity. 
Mick and Neil had to work in a very confined space but, before any work could be done on the 
actual removal of the bell, a huge amount of many years, accumulated pigeon droppings had to 
be transferred into sacks. Have you ever wondered why Mick wears a flat cap? We now have the 
answer. 
These jobs rarely run without some sort of hitch but, on this occasion, with a bit of improvisation 
here and there, the bell was slowly lowered into the church, transferred on to a trolley and into 
Mick`s van. 
So far, so good and the bell was straightway taken to the Bell Foundry at Loughborough to await 
eventual installation in its new home. A feeling of satisfaction for so many reasons descended 
upon us as we drove back home across the city. 
Monday morning and the telephone rang. It was George Dawson giving me the bad news that the 
bell had proved to be too flat in tone to match the five bells at Tilton and could not be used there. 
We discussed options and, at the time of writing there is every chance that the bell, a fine 
nineteenth century Taylor casting, will be used in an augmentation scheme in a neighbouring 
county.   
The end of the story? Not quite. The positive side is that a bell in a redundant church has been 
safely removed and will eventually be used for the purpose it was cast. The bell has been saved 
and that is important. Ultimately, and I know there is great disappointment at Tilton, where the 
bell is rung is irrelevant. 
I don`t think that there is a negative side. The search for a bell for Tilton continues and I am 
confident that day will come sooner rather than later. 
On a personal note I was making my first visit to St. Barnabas Church since attending a wedding 
there over sixty years ago.  A Victorian church built to serve a growing population in the east of 
the city, it is sad to see how it has deteriorated. A fairly modern kitchen at the rear of the building 
suggests a recent thriving congregation and, although, the future of the building is probably not 
as a church, its members continue to meet regularly in the school next door. 
GWM 
 
 
BARDON: The bells are out of action for a short time following the discovery of problems with the 
frame. The necessary work is being undertaken by Taylors of Loughborough. 
 
GROBY  are also unringable at the moment due to gudgeon problems with two of the bells, 
namely the treble and the fifth. 
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TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF RINGING AT LEICESTER, ST.MARY DE CASTRO 
 
Sadly ringing at St. Mary de Castro church in Leicester has had to be temporarily suspended due 
to structural problems with the spire. St. Mary`s Ringing Master, Kingsley Mason, told us “Whilst 
the stainless steel banding at nine levels in the spire is standing up well to its duties, in the storm 
and high winds on 22nd November, when we rang the last peal on the bells, there has been a 
certain amount of `debris` come down from the inside of the spire- which had been scaffolded for 
inspection purposes for some time. 
The architect has monitored the situation on a weekly basis and, whilst there has not been any 
further `movement`, some fine cracks have appeared in the spire. 
It is felt that the best option in the interest of the fabric and, of course, the ringers is to cease 
ringing for the time being. When scaffolding is erected on the outside of the spire (which should 
have been done by November) this will give an opportunity to examine the exterior at close hand. 
It is pretty certain that the spire will have to be taken down and rebuilt and this could take well 
over a year” 
As our readers will appreciate the potential cost is huge and despite grants of £187,000 from 
English Heritage and  £40,000 from the National Churches Trust, there remains much fund raising 
to be done. So if you would like to donate towards this scheme you can contact the Appeals Co-
ordinator, Rosemary Mason, on 07710 531792 or e-mail sosstmarydecastro@btinternet.com or 
on Facebook, www.facebook.com/StMarydeCastroChurchLeicester. 
 
 
 
 
RINGING FOR ENGLAND 
 
Within a few weeks April 23rd will be upon us; the day of England`s patron 
saint, St. George. This year our saint`s day falls on a Tuesday and we have 
been asked by the Ringing for England Campaign to mark the occasion with 
ringing. The campaign has only been going for two years but, already, has 
seen a growing enthusiasm to mark our special day with England`s own 
unique sound, that of church bells. So, gather your ringers for a touch, a 
quarter or even a peal and `Ring out for Saint George`.         
 
 
 
                                          

NATIONAL TWELVE BELL COMPETITION – ELIMINATOR 
 
                                         SATURDAY 23RD MARCH 2013 AT LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 
 
                       If you would like to listen to some nice twelve bell ringing why not visit Leicester Cathedral on 

Saturday 23rd March next for one of the three eliminators of the National Twelve Bell 
Competition. 

                       Coffee and tea will be served in the church from 10.00am and the competition will begin at 
11.30am; the last of the seven teams should finish their test piece by 3.00pm. 

                       Whilst you are at the Cathedral you can see the stone dedicated to King Richard lll or nip next 
door to the Guildhall and view the exhibition which provides information about the recent 
discovery of his skeleton and subsequent scientific research to confirm that Richard lll has lain 
within the parish of St. Martin for over 500 years. 

                       Within two minutes walk of the Cathedral you are spoilt for choice, whether you want to eat, 
drink or do both.   
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LDG 100 CLUB  
 
The Leicester Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers Bell Restoration Fund 100 Club, ( LDG BRF 
100Club), winning numbers for December 2012  were :-  
1st Prize no. 140, Nicholas Parr, Leicester Cathedral  
2nd Prize no. 155, Marjorie Coleman, Evington (Leicester District)  
3rd Prize no. 19, Malcolm Wade, Leicester St. Margaret’s  
 
The LDG BRF 100 Club currently has 156  members and as of today, 17/01/2013, there are still 
over 30 members yet to renew their £15 annual subscription. If these members have not paid by 
31/01/2013 they will be deleted from the list. This will mean that the value of the monthly prizes 
will decrease and the amount paid to the guild BRF will also decrease.   
 
Francis W. Fisher – LDG BRF 100 Club Administrator.    

 
 
 
 
Recruitment and Education Committee 
 
At their last meeting the Recruitment and Education Committee spent a lot of time discussing where we 
should be going with training. The feeling of the meeting was that training courses, at whatever level, are 
only of benefit if there is opportunity to follow up and develop what had been learned. All too often this 
was not possible in a ringer’s home tower due to lack of experience and/or numbers. As a result the same 
people tend attended the same level of training on repeat occasions without making real, sustained 
progress. The recent plain bob course at Sapcote attracted lots of interest from potential learners but many 
were unable to attend on the arranged date, there is also the perennial problem of a lack of helpers. There 
is a great deal of good practice within districts and we need to add to this rather than detract from it. 
Several districts have higher numbers or surprise practices, which are open to all and are well attended. 
 
The feeling of the meeting was 
a. regular, focussed practice is necessary if ringers are to make sustainable progress 
b. there is a need and a demand for teaching and practice at plain bob doubles/minor level  
c. rather than one off training sessions we should seek to establish a regular focus group. 
d. we need to ensure all districts are served by the focus group. 
 
The committee decided to establish a regular, monthly Saturday “plain bob” group. Meetings will be from 
10 to 1 on the 4

th
 Saturday of each month. The group will meet in each district in turn at an easily accessible 

tower. The tower should have toilet and refreshment facilities. We aim to hold the first meeting in March 
(23

rd
). We haven’t yet decided on a name for the group but it is important to stress that it is an informal 

group which people can turn up to as and when they can. The only danger is that we are inundated with 
potential “plain bobbers” and therefore rope time will be very limited – we will have to cross that bridge 
when we come to it. 
 
Now the important bit! We need a pool of ringers who are willing to help for all or part of each session, 
otherwise this will not work. It is desirable to have an established leader/ringing master for each group 
meeting but this does not have to be the same person each time. A sizeable group of people responded to 
the President’s request (arm-twisting?) at District AGMs and put their name forward as a potential helper. 
All these will be contacted and invited to attend. Of course, there can never be too many helpers and if you 
are willing and able to attend, if only infrequently, then please get in contact with me at 
education@leicesterdg.org or 01455 446566 for further details 
 
The CCBR Towers and Belfries committee are soon to publish a new edition of "The Maintenance 
Handbook". Members of that committee would like to offer a one-day seminar based on the contents of 
the booklet. There is a demand for a tower maintenance courses in the Guild so it was decided to explore 
this further with an aim to taking up the offer. 
 
Chris Sansome 
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GRANTS FOR BELL RESTORATION 
 
If anyone is considering a bell restoration project in the New Year, you may be interested to know 
that the new Heritage Lottery Fund scheme for places of worship includes grants for 
‘conservation’ work on bells. Their criteria are geared towards conservation rather than 
replacement, but of course ringing itself is part of the nation’s heritage which is also worthy of 
conservation and requires ringable bells. The HLF also like to encourage the community use of 
buildings, so if bell restoration work can be proposed to them on the basis that more people will 
be encouraged to ‘engage with the heritage’ of bells once they have been restored (with evidence 
of how you will do that), they may look more favourably on an application. To read the full 
guidelines go to :- 
http://ww.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/Grants_Places_Worship_England.aspx 
 
Pam Fisher 
 
 
 
Rising Ringers Christmas outing 2012 – On Friday 28th December 2012 the rising ringers enjoyed a 
day of bowling and bells. We met in the morning at Hollywood Bowl Meridian for some 10-pin 
bowling. I knew we were in for a treat when some people turn up with their own bowling ball and 
shoes! We filling 4 lanes and had a great time with some very impressive bowling talent on 
display. Sam was the overall winner with 109 points closely followed by Stephan and Gail all 
achieving triple figure scores. The best scoring team was a combined team from Sapcote tower 
and Family Harrison. So it was smiles all round apart from Simon who had been well beaten by 
Aoife and Gail even though he should know how to bowl!!! (he’s a member of a bowls club you 
know). Next stop lunch then off to ring for the afternoon at 3 towers Burbage, Sapcote and Leire. 
All these bells are very easy to ring to we achieved some really nice ringing. Impressive display on 
the 10 bells at Sapcote as this was the first time some people had rung on more than 8 bells. It 
was good to ring at Leire following the construction of a new ringing floor making the bells easier 
to ring. Many thanks to the incumbents for the use of the bells. 
 
30 people attended on the day and I would like to thank 
all the helpers for their support and enthusiasm. The 
rising ringers group is for ALL ages and abilities. If you 
know someone who is learning to ring then please 
contact me and more importantly attend the meetings – 
it is great to see fresh faces coming through. 
The calendar for this year is: 
26th January – Sapcote      
23rd March – Oadby TBC 
25th May - TBC 
27th July – Oadby TBC 
28th September - TBC 
23rd November – Oadby TBC 
 
Mark Pendery 
 
 
 
 
IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE GUILD 
 
Those of you who were at the 2012 AGM will recall a sticky discussion on finding individuals prepared to take on the roles of 

President and Treasurer.  This was followed at the next Leicester District meeting by Mark Pendery asking the interesting 

question – Why doesn’t anyone want to be President? And so the usual four minute interlude in ringing to check for new 

members and notices became an hour long conversation that touched on many aspects of Guild life.  No conclusions were 

reached but the conversation was stimulating – a couple of folk even said it was one of the better meetings that they had been 

5 

http://ww.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/Grants_Places_Worship_England.aspx


 

to! Given that lunch beckoned and that Tigers were playing that afternoon agreement was reached to continue the conversation 

one Sunday evening in late November. 

With the arrival of tea and cake and a few more friends co-opted, we settled down with post-it notes and white boards to 

brainstorm. The first question was whether we felt the Guild was a good thing. Fortunately, otherwise it would have been a very 

short conversation, the agreement was unanimous that it is and so we went on to capture statements on what we felt the 

objectives of the Guild should be and how we felt the Guild should support new ringers, experienced ringers and ringers from 

outside the Guild. We also considered what we would miss about the Guild and finally how we felt we should organise 

ourselves. By this time we had sticky notes scattered across the sitting room, several of us had resorted to beer and three 

hours had gone by. Agreement was reached to meet again but with Christmas on the horizon it would be mid-January before 

this could happen. In the meantime emails were circulated and we organised the ideas generated into categories for further 

discussion. 

With more tea & cake (does the Guild function on tea and cake?) we settled down again but this time concentrating on a few 

specific areas that had featured heavily on the last occasion. The first major area was about creating a community of ringers. 

We felt that a key objective for the Guild is to maintain a supportive environment for ringers of all experiences. An example of 

how this could be created would be to provide more information about the Guild to new joiners, perhaps in a handbook form 

that would cover how the Guild works, what the Guild offers and how to get involved. Even within the room there wasn’t a clear 

understanding of what the Guild insurance covers! Communication was considered. What is the role of the website, how do the 

newsletter and the report fit together and could recent innovations like Facebook provide a more dynamic and up to the minute 

form of engagement? 

The second major area touched on was the act of ringing itself and particularly teaching and continued development. How 

could the Guild utilise ideas coming from ITTS, the Integrated Teacher Training Scheme, and what support can be given to 

more experienced ringers looking to expand their skills both in methods and striking. Not surprisingly many other topics were 

discussed and all of these will be presented in due course. Throughout the conversations the intent has always been to support 

the Guild through new ideas rather than to create a revolution.  

As a group we will meet again and, amongst other items, work out how to present our thoughts to the Guild as a whole. My 

thanks go to John, Anthony, Francis, Lianne, Sue, Mark, Heather, Pam, Garry, Nicky, Brenda, Andrew, Nicholas and Andrew 

for their input. 

Dave Carling 

 
 
 

PLANT SALE 
 
Do you have green fingers? Or do you know someone who has? We are holding a plant sale at the 
Guild Half Yearly Meeting at Burbage on Saturday 27th April, in aid of the Bell Restoration Fund. 
We need donations of flower and vegetable plants, seedlings, rooted cuttings, herbs and indoor 
plants.  
 
Please label your plants and bring them to the meeting, or if you can’t get to Burbage please 
arrange to leave them a few days before with someone who will be attending. If you would be 
willing to grow something but have no flowerpots, please get in touch and we’ll try to get some to 
you. Any queries, please email pamfisher@btinternet.com or phone 0116 231 2475 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AROUND THE DISTRICTS  
Melton District – 
 
Very little news from Melton District, except to say that following the AGM Peter Brown is 
Chairman, Sue Dawson Secretary and Ken Brockway Treasurer this year. A full programme of 
monthly meetings is posted month by month on the events calendar of the LDG main website. 
Beginners and improvers always catered for. Visitors very welcome. 
Sue Dawson 
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Loughborough District – 
 
News from the Loughborough District 
 
It’s 6 months ago now but several towers in the district 
participated in the ringing for the Olympics and at Copt Oak 
there was a rather nice twist to the occasion.  As we had 
been asked to let Mick Angrave know about those towers 
participating I was pleased to hear us mentioned on his 
broadcast interview on BBC Radio Leicester.  As the Copt Oak 
ringers arrived on Friday 27th July there was a gentleman, Mr 
Frank Garratt of Aylestone, waiting at the church. He had 
heard the piece on the radio and as a former Copt Oak 
resident and schoolboy and erstwhile ringer from many years 
before he thought he’d come and see them being rung for this special event.  He hadn’t rung for 
over 60 years but was helped to pull the tenor by one of the ringers. The occasion was made extra 
special having Mr Garratt there. 
 
   
 
Saturday January 26th saw the first Guild Social of the year take place at Loughborough Parish 
Church in the form of a Coffee Morning.  This fell at a time of very cold and snowy weather – 
there had been a couple of cm on the Friday night so it was anticipated that many people might 
be put off travelling. However the day dawned sunny and bright and there was a thaw predicted. 
We were highly delighted that bell ringers are not a species to be put off by a bit of snow and 
over the course of the morning over 80 people came and enjoyed what was on offer. 
Ringing Master Roland Cook led the ringing in the tower. The simulator was put to good use at 
the back of the church. Lots of people had a go at hand bell ringing and even more took a 
photograph with a pinhole camera thanks to Loughborough Tower Captain Dave Clarke and his 
helpers from the Leicester Lo-Fi Photography group. 
Carol Franklin did a roaring trade with her bacon baps and lots of 
tea, coffee and biscuits were consumed. 
The 100 club draw for January was held at the event and there 
was also a raffle. 
All proceeds (around £100) will go to the BRF.  Thanks to all who 
helped to run the morning and to everyone who braved the 
conditions to turn up! 
 
As the event at the Parish church came to a conclusion over 30 
ringers moved on to Taylor’s Bellfoundry for further ringing on 
the recently re-hung and augmented bells. 
 
Liz Twitchell 
 
 
 
Hinckley District – 
 
If attendance at the District AGM is a portent for the rest of the year then we have a problem in 
the Hinckley District!  
We usually get around 25 names in the book but anything between 15 and 30 is "normal". We 
pride ourselves that we still hold (relatively) traditional meetings on the second Saturday of each 
month. We do not often have a Service these days but we do get a proper ringers' tea, afternoon 
and evening towers and the meeting concludes in the local hostelry! However we can, of course, 
only do this if we get enough people to make it viable. 
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For various reasons it looked like the wheels were starting to come off in October only 7 people 
gave their names in for tea - not even enough for a touch of something major! Things improved 
(or rather got back to slightly above average) in November (too early for Christmas shopping?) 
but then came the AGM ........... I had told Arthur to plan for around 20 but when I phoned him 2 
days before the meeting to tell him I had collected 18 names he said he had already got them. 
"Impossible" said I, "I have collected these names to save people phoning you". "I'll read their 
names out", said he and proceeded to do just that! It only took a couple of names to realise that 
his 18 and my 18 were not coincidental! 36 for tea! For the District AGM - not in my ringing 
experience! By Saturday the 36 was 42! The ringing chamber at Market Bosworth was as full as I 
have seen it for evening ringing (it's a good job nobody had sticky-out elbows) and the Red Lion 
did well, as well!  
January at Hinckley was less of a problem  - we only had 28 for tea but an influx for evening 
ringing meant the ringing chamber was again "well full" and that takes some doing at Hinckley! 
In recent months we have been very fortunate to recruit a number new ringers and have enrolled 
8 new members into the Guild so far this year. At least 7 district towers are teaching learners and 
two towers are teaching new bands. For the first time in many years Sheepy Magna has a 
fledgling band and a regular Monday practice. Leire are a little way behind but have six learners 
some of whom are beginning to ring rounds. They too will soon be able to open their practice 
night to all. Improvements to the church at Leire have resulted in the installation of a new ringing 
floor, so shortening the draught and making the bells easier to ring (as well as making it much 
warmer). Visiting bands - including the Rising Ringers - have commented on the go of the bells 
now they are rung from upstairs.  
As I say, we have a problem - and long may it continue! You, dear reader, are, of course, welcome 
to add to our problem any second Saturday - details on the LDG website! 
 
 
 
Leicester District –  
 
Saturday “Focus” Practices – Leicester District 
 
“I’m struggling to grasp Stedman Triples, is there anything you can do to help?” came the question from 
one of our district members. “And me” added another “I’d be interested in being involved in something”. 
At first we thought a quarter peal attempt was a good idea. But we then decided that maybe a couple of 
hours of repeatedly ringing something, like you would on a ringing course session, would probably be of 
greater benefit.  
That was back in March/April time last year. We knew who the students were (there were a couple added 
as word got out), a date and time was selected, a venue was arranged and helpers were selected. The 
morning dawned and I nervously ascended the tower, wondering if we were likely to have enough helpers, 
if people were going to get fed up of ringing Stedman Triples over and over for 2 hours and if we’d taken on 
a few too many students for the first attempt.  
The morning started well… and continued well… and ended really well – with all four students ringing a 
plain course of Stedman CATERS!! Ringing throughout the morning was of a high standard of striking and 
everyone involved came away really positive and having really felt they’d achieved something. 
And so the Saturday practices were born.  The following month we tackled Cambridge Major. We’ve had 
standard 8 surprise major and basic royal. More recently we’ve stuck to surprise major, adding Glasgow to 
the top end but also ringing lots of Cambridge and Yorkshire for those learning.  
This month we held a session for those who had never rung on 10 or 12 bells before. We invited the Rising 
Ringers along and rang lots and lots and lots of rounds and call changes on 10 and 12. Again real progress 
was made and there were a lot of smiles and a great sense of achievement at the end of the morning! 
Going forward, each month we will decide a “focus” method or methods. The day and time will be kept the 
same but the venue could change depending on availability. It’s not intended to be a learners morning and 
we could decide to ring a quarter.  We have already used one as a practice for the Worthington Cup. So far 
we have seen some great progress with those attending regularly. 
I would like to thank everyone for their help and support over the last year.  I have a feeling we have 
stumbled on a “gap in the market” and I think we are filling it really successfully. Long may it continue! 
 
Angela Preston 
Leicester District Secretary 
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