
1 
 

LDG NEWS 
            NEWSLETTER TWENTY        |        MAY 2013        |        www.leicesterdg.org.uk 
 
 
 

EDITORIAL 

 
                       Every cloud has…………………! In the last edition of the Newsletter the article about the bell from St. Barnabas, 

Leicester was concluded with the sad news that the bell was unsuitable for its intended new home, Tilton on 
the Hill. 

                       Within, what seemed days, I was contacted by an elderly gentleman who is a native of our fair county. In a 
nutshell he wanted to purchase a bell in memory of a relative and it just so happened that his family had 
historical links with……………..Tilton on the Hill. 

                       Early days yet but my conversations with Jane Curtis, the vicar of Tilton, have been encouraging and we are 
optimistic that the bureaucratic process can be concluded with haste and the bell installed. As the donor is a 
man in his nineties time is of the essence. An offer of labour to reduce the overall cost has been gratefully 
received and I hope to report positive progress in the next edition. 

                        
                       On a slightly different note I would like to extend the grateful thanks of Guild members to John Cook and Steve 

Millington for their sterling work to bring the Guild website up to date. It is there for us all to use so, when you 
have a few spare moments, have a browse. 

 
                       Another means of keeping up to date with current events is use of Facebook.  Many members have already 

signed up to use this medium. Don`t delay, get signed up today!! 
                       Last, but not least, do have a look at Andrew Young`s explanation of a Strike fest and I hope that our ringers of 

all abilities will come along to Wistow on the 20th July and have a go. 
 

 
 
2) Guild Strike Fest & Guild Dinner 
3) Peatling Parva - Bell Restoration & Leaves, Twigs and Debris 
4) Tower Spotlight & Concert of Bells 
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8) LDG 2025 
9) Tewkesbury Shield, BRF Fundraising & Guild Reports 2012 
10) Guild Striking Competition results  
 
 
                                                                  NO LONGER WITH US 
 

                       Since the last edition three members and the widow of one of our former Guild Presidents have 
passed away:- 

                       Mary Goodall of Leicester Cathedral 
                       George Hebborn of Oadby 
                       Keith Hudston of Kirkby Mallory 
                       Merle Taylor, widow of the late Paul Taylor, Bellfounder of Loughborough 

 
 
 

INSIDE… 
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GUILD  STRIKE-FEST 
 

                       The Guild 6-bell Strike-fest will be held at St. Wistan, Wistow (6 bells, 6-0-18), on Saturday 20th 
July, during the afternoon. The idea of the Strike-fest is to give everyone the opportunity to ring 
in a competition, no matter what level they are at: all the bands will be drawn at random to 
comprise a mix of experienced and less experienced ringers. We have held this type of 
competition in the Market Harborough District for the last two years and they have been very 
successful. 

 
                       How does it work? All attending ringers place their name in one of two boxes when they arrive, 

depending on their level of experience. The bands will be drawn at random from the two boxes, 
so that each band`s composition is equivalent. The choice of what to ring (method or call 
changes) will be up to each individual band. Each band will be allowed a set time in the tower 
allowing time for a short practice and the test piece (120 changes). 

 
                        In addition to the composition ringing, there will also be another tower open during the 

afternoon for general ringing, or you may prefer to stay and chat with friends, stroll in the 
sunshine (!!) across Wistow meadow to the canal, or take a wander along the road to the Wistow 
Rural Centre, garden centre and maize maze (which is due to reopen for the summer that day) 

 
                       The provisional schedule is: the draw for teams will take place at Wistow church at 2.15, with 

competition ringing from 2.30 to 5.00, followed by a picnic tea (bring your own) in the churchyard 
(or in the church if the weather is inclement) followed by the announcement of the results. 

                       Confirmation of final details of the day in due course. 
                                                              
                                                                                                                                                    Andrew Young 
                                                                                                               Harborough District Ringing Master 

 
 

                        
 

Guild Dinner 2013 
 

                       This year`s Guild Dinner moved to a new venue, Leicester College on Welford Road in the City. 
Due to the unavailability of the facilities at the weekend Friday night was the preferred 
alternative. 

                       Students from the college, being trained in various hospitality disciplines, provided a high level of 
service and the food was not only well presented but also tasty. 

                       Guest speaker, Phil Gay, from Keele, Staffordshire entertained us with a reflective look at the 
Leicester Guild and how it has been regarded in the world of ringing for many years. We have 
much to be proud of. 

                       Our Guild President, Arthur Rees, mentioned the many and varied functions undertaken by the 
Guild as a body and by many individual members. He touched on the subject of the late King 
Richard lll who died at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485 and wondered if there are any 
churches in the area of the battle whose bells could have been heard by those involved. Two 
churches which are situated within a reasonable distance of the bloodshed which took place on 
that 15th Century August Day have bells which were cast before King Richard was born and survive 
to this day; the third at Fenny Drayton was cast in 1399 whilst the fourth at Mancetter, on the 
Warwickshire side of the A5, was cast even earlier in 1350. 
                       A lovely, pleasant evening and a time to catch up with old friends but I have to say 
that the highlight of the evening for many of us was the superb performance of the Earl Shilton 
Handbell Ringers led by Ringing Master, Chris Sturgess. They excelled themselves as they went 
through their repertoire and their rendition of `Soldier`s Joy`, brought back many happy 
memories for me personally. 
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                       The  Guild Dinner has become a popular event in our calendar. I hope those that attended will do 
so next year and hopefully persuade other members and friends to join them in 2014.                

 
 
 

ST.ANDREW`S CHURCH, PEATLING PARVA 
 

BELL RESTORATION AND AUGMENTATION 
 
 
In  August  2011, I concluded a report on the above project at Peatling Parva with the words ` 
watch this space`. I hope you have not all been staring into space since then!! 
Fund raising proceeded and in September  2011 the five old bells were removed and taken to 
Taylor`s  bell foundry. In December they were returned with their smart new red headstocks and 
all the new fittings for the complete restoration. And our lovely new Treble bell was installed 
above the other bells, right at the top of the belfry; the wheel only just clearing the overhead 
beams. Installation was  completed on 16th December and the six bells were rung in rounds for 
the first time. Hooray!!. 
The fund raising had been so successful that we were able to return part of the Grant to LDG BRF. 
On Christmas Day we rang for the Service, much to the appreciation of the Villagers. 
In May 2012, we had a rededication Service for the bells. The new Treble was blessed and the 
Church was filled with the glorious sound of well known hymns, chosen by people who had 
donated money for the bells, and sung with enthusiasm by the large congregation of ringers and 
villagers. 
I recruited some learners and of the five who started, two have carried on and are doing very 
well, thanks to Garry. We have another young recruit who, when he turns up, is making good 
progress. 
On St. George`s Day this year, we rang rounds and call changes with the learners, then `Ringing 
for England` we rang a quarter peal of Bob Minor, the first quarter on the rehung bells, and as a 
belated tribute to Roy and Dilys England for their Golden Wedding Anniversary which was on 2nd 
June 2012. 
If you want to come and try out our now `much easier to ring` bells you will be very welcome. 
 
Dilys England 
Tower Captain 

 
 
 

LEAVES,TWIGS AND DEBRIS 
 

                      Is your belfry littered with leaves, twigs and other debris which should not be there? 
                      Is the removal of the uninvited rubbish difficult? Maybe your band is less agile than  
                      they were, or you may not visit the belfry too often and, when you do, are surprised at the 

amount of debris. 
                      The answer could be to employ a chimney sweep! I am not joking. At St. Catherine`s, Houghton on 

the Hill the bells and their frame are covered by tarpaulin to help prevent debris  falling on the 
bells etc. Of course, over time the top of the tarpaulin gathers rubbish despite efforts to keep 
such stuff out; this arrangement also makes it extremely difficult to access the bell chamber. 

                       At the suggestion of a ringer we employed a chimney sweep. He has all the kit and experience for 
such work. He came to ascertain the job, gave a quote, job booked and done. 

                       This particular sweep has a love and fascination of churches and felt privileged to undertake the 
task. I consulted the PCC who were more than willing to use this unusual means of maintenance 
in the tower. 

 
                      Gwenyth Tyler 
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TOWER SPOTLIGHT   - EARL SHILTON  by Terry Astill 

 
                      My friend at work maintains that Earl Shilton is not rough, but the Rottweiler's go round in twos. 
 
                       For a long time now Earl Shilton has maintained an enthusiastic band of ringers and the band has 

always prided itself on pursuing a high standard of striking. This dates back to the installation of 
the new ring of 8 in 1921. Charles Belton was instrumental in the training of a new band. In 1926 
George Newton took over as Tower Captain and remained in this post for more than 50 years and 
it was he who taught me to ring in 1978. George`s brother, William Newton (Bill), together with 
Joe Lawrance, rang in a Quarter Peal of Grandsire Triples in 2005, both aged 90. They both 
continued to ring until after their 95th Birthday  respectively. 

 
                       It is a nice mirror of this that two of our youngest ringers, Cameron and Oliver Hill, both rang a 

Quarter Peal last year, again Grandsire Triples, at ages 13 & 11 respectively. 
 
                       Our Tower Captain, Chris Sturgess, somehow manages to cope with all of us and maintain a good 

standard of ringing. 
 
                       The band numbers 12 in total, ages ranging from 10 years to `venerable`. We ring for morning 

service on a Sunday at 10.00am. Practice night is Wednesday from 8.00pm, although this has 
been commenced earlier in recent times in response to the need to provide  extra opportunity for 
`learners`. Our number is often supplemented on a Wednesday by former Earl  Shilton ringers. 

                       Ringing on a Wednesday often includes Rounds, Grandsire, Stedman, Cambridge, Spliced Surprise 
and, sometimes, other methods too. Time is always short. Visitors are always welcome.  

                       The band is currently joint holder of the Hinckley District Striking Competition with Sapcote and  
members of the band rang for the Hinckley District team in the Guild Striking Competition last 
year. 

                       The band holds an Outing every year. Last year we visited Stratford and Evesham. 
 
                       A recent Open Day held at the Church has identified other potential recruits. Visits to and contact 

with local Schools has also spread awareness and goodwill. Family members and friends have 
helped in this respect. Thanks are due to all these people. 

 
                      Those of you who were able to attend this year`s Guild Dinner will also know that Chris runs a 

capable Handbell Band. The entertainment from that night, I believe, is to be found somewhere 
on You Tube, courtesy of Jenny Harvey. This band plays at a good number of events every year 
and there is competition for inclusion! One traditional event is to ring Carols at the Dog and Gun 
pub in the village on Christmas Eve. 

 
                       Not too long ago we regularly met four on a Sunday morning. This is now a regular seven or eight 

with the potential of more learners coming along. Our problem is now directing the enthusiasm 
of our younger members. A good problem to have! 

                       Most important, we enjoy ringing and want to continue to do so. 
                        
                       A light shines in the darkness and the darkness has never overcome it. 

 
 

 
 

Concert of Bells – St Peter’s Church, Oadby. Saturday 20th April 2013 
 

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the augmentation and rededication of Oadby bells Andrew Young 
organised a ‘Concert of Bells’. 
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Local organist Simon Ainge began and ended the first half of the concert with pieces inspired by bells – 
second of these was a lively, and very enjoyable piece, which cleverly combined a Latin American 
rhythm with the hymn tune ‘St. George Windsor’ ( Come ye thankful people, come ) and an 
interwoven bell motive. 
 
The Stanwick Handbell Ringers provided the major part of the programme in both halves with a lovely 
variety of short pieces. This included such contrasts as Mussorgsky’s Great Gate of Kiev and Danny 
Boy.  Musical Director Chris Gammon conducted the group but it was one of the playing members who 
introduced each piece and told us about the group.  They had started off with a small set of church 
handbells and, with the aid of Lottery and local grants, had managed to but a 3 octave chromatic set of 
Whitechapel bells.  The commentary was informative and entertaining and, as well as giving us insight 
in to each piece played, also gave us insight into the mysteries of ringing tunes on handbells – such as  
techniques for producing different sounds and effects and the various degrees  from the being lost 
within a piece! Although the ending of the excerpt from the Surprise Symphony certainly lived up to its 
name and the rendition of a ‘To a Wild Rose’ wasn’t entirely spotless, this latter point wasn’t 
demonstrated too much.  They finished up with an enthusiastic rendition of ‘Land of Hope and Glory.  
 
There was an element of change ringing in both halves of the concert.  In the first half the Oadby and 
Great Glen ringers rang a nice course of Grandsire Triples on the tower bells. Not only was the sound 
relayed in to the church but also live pictures of both the ringers and the bells were shown on a large 
screen. 
 
The second half opened with the playing of a recording of the choral piece Psalm 150 in Grandsire by 
the Finnish composer Jaako Mäntyjärvi sung by Choros Amici. This piece uses a plain course of 
Grandsire sung by a section of the choir as an ostinato with the remainder of the choir singing the 
words of the psalm to amazing harmonies over the top. 
 
Andrew then gave an explanation of the basics of change ringing. Most of the ringers in the audience 
had spotted plain hunt on 3 written out on the hymn board! Eight ‘volunteers’ came out to the front 
and ‘clogged’ plain hunt with bell plates.  The many non-ringers in the audience were fascinated.  This 
was followed by a beautifully struck course of Bob Minor rung in hand by Alison Illiffe, Roland Cook 
and Andrew Young.  This was also greatly appreciated (and for me this was the highlight of the 
evening). 
 
The concert was great value at only £5 including interval wine and nibbles.  Most importantly, this was 
a very successful, well attended and enjoyable evening.  Thanks to Andrew Young for all his hard work 
and vision in putting together his ‘Concert of Bells’. 
 
Jon Davies  
 
 
 

AROUND THE DISTRICTS 
 

 Hinckley District - 

 
Since the last Newsletter we have held two District meetings and hosted the Guild Half Yearly 
meeting.  Our District meetings were , once again, very well attended.  The April meeting was 
held on a very cold day – very few people took their coats off at Sharnford!  By contrast a very 
welcome awaited us at Stoney Stanton.  After evensong we treated to a most magnificent tea 
with sandwiches, savoury pies, fresh salads and cakes galore coupled with a bottomless teapot.  
With over 40 present during the meeting there was plenty of ringing – rounds and call changes, 
Grandsire, Stedman, Double Norwich, Oxford Bob Triples and Surprise Major of various kinds, 
everyone had a chance to ring what they wanted. 
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For our May meeting we had decided, 15  months ago, to have just an evening meeting as we 
were hosting the Guild Striking Competition and HYM two weeks later. With hindsight it was a 
mistake – we should have stuck to the tried and tested afternoon and evening format.  There 
were so many people at Barwell that the ringing chamber was full to capacity (and beyond) and 
there were still people downstairs! It was inevitable that some people felt a little short-changed 
in terms of ringing.  We cannot afford to put people off! 
 
It is with sadness that we learned of the death of Keith Hudston of Kirkby Mallory. Keith looked 
after the bells and was tower correspondent at Kirkby Mallory for over 50 years, an achievement 
commemorated by a certificate attached to the wall of the tower. Keith was taught to handle a 
bell when the wartime ban on ringing was lifted in 1943.  The early part of his ringing career was 
spent in his native Derbyshire before moving to Leicestershire, eventually settling in Kirkby 
Mallory. 
All Saints at Kirkby Mallory was full for his funeral service. There were many bell ringers from 
across Leicestershire present and the bells were rung open in celebration of his life both before 
the service and during the interment in the churchyard.  The service was a celebration of Keith’s 
life and highlighted his many interests, apart from ringing, including the great love he and Ruby 
had for Scottish dancing. 
 
Some recent achievements. Two people rang their first quarter peal – Vick Semak (10) of Sapcote 
and john Rowling of Orton in the hill. Luke Groom(12) of Stoke Golding called his first quarter ( 
Grandsire Doubles) and rang his first quarter of Plain Bob Minor on an inside bell. Andrew Fossey 
of Burbidge called his first quarter of Bob Triples for his 18th birthday. David Hawkins of Sapcote 
called his first quarter of Bristol Surprise Major. 
Quarter peals involving district ringers were rung for St. George’s Day at Hinckley, Orton on the 
hill, Sapcote and Tamworth; and a special composed quarter or 1262 Spliced Yorkshire Surprise 
and Plain Bob Royal was rung to celebrate the chairman’s birthday. 
 
The Guild Striking Competition and HYM at Burbage was blessed with fine, if slightly chilly, 
weather and the Burbage ringers pt on an excellent tea for over 50 people.  Best of all though, the 
district team won the Striking Competition. 
 
Chris Sansome 
 
 

 Leicester District -  
 
On Saturday 6th July we will be holding a Focus practice at St Margaret’s followed by lunch and an 
outing to the Syston District. 
Mountsorrel :- 2.30pm – 3.15pm 
Quorn            :- 3.30pm – 4.15pm 
Barrow           :- 4.30pm – 5.15pm 
Sileby             :- 5.30pm – 6.30pm 
 
Also we are hosting the Worthington Cup at Sileby on 28th September, competition ringing during the 
afternoon, refreshments available in the church, fundraising for the church.  
 

 Loughborough District - 
 
Thornton villagers were encouraged to gather together and celebrate St George’s Day. Over 30 
people watched the Thornton Bell ringers ringing the bells to support the ‘Ringing for England 
Campaign’ on a sunny Tuesday evening, along with many hundreds of other churches throughout 
England. Tremendous interest was shown by all kinds of people who had a taste of handling a bell 
rope. Thankfully no one was hoisted up the tower although there were one or two near misses! It 
was lovely to welcome the local Brownie pack who eagerly queued up to have a go at chiming the 
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bells. We stacked up wooden boxes for them to stand on to enable them to reach the sally. The 
evening continued when over forty people engulfed ‘The Brickies’ delightfully decorated with 
bunting, flags and hats, to taste Jan’s famous homemade pies such as ‘Dragons Pie and  ‘Damsel 
in Distress Pie.  After food the evening was rounded off with singing whilst watching ‘  The Last 
Night of the Proms’ from the Royal Albert Hall with renditions of ‘ Land of Hope and Glory’ and 
‘Rule Britannia’.  A St.George’s Day quiz proved to be most challenging and a raffle raised much 
needed funds for Redgate Animal Sanctuary. 
 
The event was a great success and will hopefully become an annual event. 
 
Eric Roberts 
Tower Captain, St Peters Thornton. 
 

 Melton District - 
 
We continue to meet monthly and attendance is about 15 members as ever! 
 
Very enjoyable District Outing organised by Andrew Shipman in March which twelve members 
enjoyed  Nottinghamshire followed by a meal when spouses and partners joined us. 
 
Guild Secretary and members from Leicester and Hinckley District joined us for our April meeting 
at Ashby Folville which made a welcome addition to the numbers of experienced ringers present. 
We were very pleased to see them. A swift bit of improvised splicing on the second rope made 
the 8 available and a good ring was had by all. 
 
June 15th meeting will be at Saltby when everyone is welcome to ring with us on a lovely 10. 
6.30pm for bring and share picnic with ringing from 7.30pm – 8.30pm. Bring enough food for 
yourself and another. All food will be pooled and shared.  
Picnic in the churchyard if sunny,  or in the church, if not! 
 
Sue Dawson 
 
 
 
 

News from the Recruitment and Education Committee. 
 
On the morning of 27th April the Progressing Ringers met for the first time at Anstey. There were 
just over 30 learners and helpers present. The bells were in constant use from 10 until 1. Plain 
hunt on 6,7 and 8; treble bob hunt; Grandsire Doubles, Bob Triples, Bob  Major and some 
Stedman Triples for one of the helpers – we are all learners! A short theory session and some 
‘lapping’ on handbells – it really does help to show what happens when bells change places in a 
course of ringing. It was a very successful morning, everyone went home having achieved 
something; more confident, having had a chance to reinforce what they had learned before or 
having the opportunity to try something just a little bit beyond what they thought they could do 
or had done before. 
The next meeting will be in the Melton district, probably at Ashby Folville, on 25th May. Full 
details later. 
Remember you do not have to commit to attending every month or to stay for the whole 3 hours 
– the idea is to create a friendly, supportive group where everyone can make progress and 
develop their skills – so whether it is plain hunt, plain bob or grandsire, what to do at a bob or a 
single, calling a touch – come along and have a go and help other in the process. 
 
At the meeting in April items on the agenda included the forthcoming ITTS Module 1 training 
course on 22nd June. The idea of these modules is to teach people to teach, to enable you to pass 
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on the skills you have been taught. The training is suitable for those who have never yet taught 
someone else to handle a bell but would like to have a go. If you do not teach the ringers of the 
future, who will? 
In an ideal world we would have a trained teacher in every tower. The training costs £10 of which 
£5 will be paid  from the Guild Education Fund. If you are interested in finding out more  about a 
contact Mark Pendery. If we do not fill the places they will be offered to others outside of the 
guild so it is important to grab this opportunity while you can.  
 
There was a long discussion about a suitable memorial foe Alan Jacques. Money was contributed, 
following Alan’s death, with an idea of creating a permanent memorial to Alan. There have been 
discussions with Alan’s family about what form this could take and several suggestions have been 
forthcoming. Many of the ringers who knew Alan best have also contributed their ideas on how to 
make the memorial reflect the enormous contribution he made to ringing at all levels. The idea of 
some sort of annual award to the ringer or ringers whose contribution to ringing best reflects the 
values Alan held dear is uppermost amongst the ideas put forward. 
 
Also discussed at length was the idea of reintroducing a residential weekend ringing course 
similar to the ones held at Church Langton. Several possible locations have been identified and 
some initial costings have been done. The committee believe it is possible to put on a course at 
an economic rate. No one is under any illusions about the amount of work needed to organise 
and run a weekend course but the benefits outweigh the effort several times over. The decision 
was therefore taken to carry on with planning for the course in 2014. It was agreed that this 
should be limited in scope i.e. concentrating on basic methods such as plain hunt, plain bob etc. 
When the idea was mentioned at the Half Yearly Meeting there was good support from other 
Guild members. 
 
The next R&E committee meeting is on Sunday 2nd June – volunteers welcome. 
 
Chris Sansome 
 
 

 
News from the LDG 2025 Committee 

 
In the last Newsletter I provided an update of the activity called ‘Ideas for the future of the Guild. 
Since then Mark Pendery and John Cook presented the details to the Guild Committee which went 
down very well, and we have been asked to continue to explore ideas and bring those thoughts to life  
where possible. We have become known as the LDG 2025 Committee which is a useful handle 
however the intent is more dynamic than 2025 would suggest! 
 
The first initiative was to set up a Facebook page for the guild. The ‘group’ went live at the end of 
January and now has about 90 members. It has become a great place to share photos and to find out 
about ringing events. If you use Facebook and are not a member then search for ‘LeicesterDG’ and 
come and join us. 
 
Another initiative, which Nicholas Parr is driving, is the use of Yahoo mail groups as a means of 
circulating information within the districts and the Guild. The benefit of the Yahoo groups is that it 
allows you to register, remove or change your  email address and so District Secretaries do not have to 
maintain the lists. To join, send an email to the relevant group, one of: LDGHinckley-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com , LDGLeicester-subscribe@yahoogroups.com , LDGMelton-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com , LDGSyston-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
,LDGLoughborough@yahoogroups.com , LDGHarborough-subscribe@yahoogroups.com     For more 
information talk to Nicholas. 
 

mailto:LDGLeicester-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:LDGMelton-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:LDGMelton-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:LDGSyston-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:LDGHarborough-subscribe@yahoogroups.com


9 
 

As a group we are keen to get more people to be involved in providing ideas and determining what the 
future of our Guild should be. Everyone’s view is important whether you are new to ringing or less 
experienced, be you young, old or somewhere in the middle. We are arranging an open session at St. 
Margaret’s Church on the 29th June , late morning and early afternoon. We are asking anyone involved 
in ringing in Leicestershire to drop in and discuss the ideas and how to take them forward. More 
details will be circulated in due course and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Dave Carling 

 
 
 

News from the Tewkesbury Shield Band. 
 

Saturday 4th May found a band of LDG ringers standing in the refectory at Tewkesbury Abbey, 
waiting for the draw for the 41st Tewkesbury Shield. There was initially some concern when we 
were drawn in the second slot as we were missing a member of the band – but it turned out he 
was lurking at the back of the room. 
For those who haven’t managed to ring at Tewkesbury, it’s a good 5 minute climb up stairs and 
through roof spaces to get to the ringing room, so the band is given plenty of time to climb up 
and then get their breath back before ringing. 
We rang our test piece well enough, and I think it is fair to say we were pleased with our 
performance. However it was clear listening to some of the other bands that we have a little way 
to go in improving before we will be able to challenge for the top slots at the end of the day. 
We were placed 8th out of 8 – which was disappointing – but listening to the other bands, there 
was a clear winner in Derby Association band and much inspiration to be had. It’s been a while 
since LDG have had a regular competition team and I think all of us in the band benefited from 
the experience of the day. 
The weather was brilliant and we were also treated to the rather random sight of seeing Knights 
in armour wandering in and out of the Abbey. 
Thanks to all those who took part and represented the Guild, and especially to Terry for 
conducting, and to Angela who did all the organisation work to get us there. 
As usual, John’s Camera spent the day being pointed at various people and things – if you’re on 
Facebook, you can find the pictures. 
 
The Official write-up can be found along with the judges' comments.   
 
 
 

News from the BRF Fundraising. 
 
Thanks to those who turned out at Burbage on Saturday to support the BRF Plant Sale. 
The BRF raised £144 from the Plant Sale, and another £78 was raised from the refreshments and 
quizzes. 
Thanks to all those who provided plants for us to sell and to all those who helped make the 
success. 

 
 

Guild Report 2012 – Now Available 
 
The Guild Report has been printed and is now with your friendly District Secretaries for distribution. 
Please contact your secretary to obtain a copy. 
We are dependent on advertising revenue to make the report happen, and as such, we would like to 
thank the following companies and organisations for their support in producing the report. 

 John Taylor & Co. - 

 Inspired Resources – 
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 British Carillon Society – 

 David Pearce ( Electrical Contractors ) Ltd – 

 Whitechapel Bell Foundry – 

 Nicholson Engineering – 

 Central Council Publications – 

 Tip Top Timber – 
Thanks to Chris Sansome for editing and arranging the printing of the report. 
 
If you have any updates for Towers or membership information, then please make sure that you send it 
to your District Secretary for inclusion in next year’s report. 
 
 

 
Guild Striking Competition Results 

 
The Guild Half  Year Meeting at Burbage on the 27th April was the venue for the annual Guild 8 Bell 
Striking Competition. 
 
Congratulations to the Hinckley Team A who won this year’s Competition. 
 
The test piece this year was a plain course of Cambridge Major, and was judged by Graham Hayward. 
Six teams entered and were placed as follows :- 

 1 – Hinckley District Team A 

 2 -  Loughborough District 

 3 -  Market Harborough District 

 4 -  Leicester District 

 5 -  Leicester Cathedral 

 6 -  Hinckley District Team 
 
Thanks to Mick Angrave for organising, Graham for Judging, and Hinckley District for Hosting, especially 
the local band at Burbage for providing a brilliant tea. 
 
 
 

   
 

We apologise for the absence of photographs. Our computer was tampered with and all 
photographs intended for this edition were lost. 


