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EVENTS A-PLENTY! 
 

 

It’s nice to see several 
excellent Guild events 
reported in this issue 
including the Dinner which 
was once again a very 
enjoyable evening.  
 
We have news from three 
districts this time, remember if 
you want some news from your 
district reported, you need to 
send it in! Every article that is 
sent to me is included so if you 
want something put in here, write 
me an article about it!  
 
The Rising Ringers are going 
from strength to strength so  
please encourage any young  
 

 

ringers you know to attend.  
 
We are starting a series about 
Ringing Etiquette as this is every 
bit as important as learning to 
handle a bell but all too often it 
gets overlooked. If you want any 
further advice or help with any bell  
related matters please contact the  
Education or 3Rs committees or  
 

any of your district committee 
members who will put you in touch  
with the right people. We are here 
to help and we want to help!  
 
The sponsored walk around 
Watermead Park should be a 
good day and a fun way to raise 
money, please do your best to join 
us, especially if your church has 
received or wants to receive a 
grant from the Guild. We need 
money in the coffers before we 
can give it out again so the more 
money we raise the more likely 
you are to get a grant so print a 
sponsor form from the website and 
get fund raising!

Layout and content 
management by Zoufe 
and Rob Parker.  
http://www.zoufe.com   

 

EDITORIAL 
 

Jennie Higson 
3rs @leicesterdg.org.uk 

01509 217748 

WATERMEAD PARK - Sat 3 July 
 

Join friends for a day of ringing, walking/cycling and BBQ fun for the whole family 
 

Starting at Watermead Park, with 3 towers and BBQ at Wanlip 
 

Have a great day out this summer, and help our BRF charity 
 

See Page 2 for more or visit www.leicesterdg.org.uk to get sponsor forms! 
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WIN A WEEK IN THE LAKES 
 

That is one of the splendid 
prizes we have on offer in this 
summer’s grand prize draw.  
 
Other prizes include a digital 
television, a case of wine and a 
party gazebo. There will be plenty 
of smaller prizes too. Tickets will 
be available, at £1 each, from the 
Half Yearly Meeting on 24th April, 
and all proceeds will go to the 
BRF. Thanks to the generosity of a 
number of Guild members and 
towers we have some wonderful 

prizes and the fund raising 
committee hope that these will 
encourage members and other 
ringers to buy one or (hopefully) 
more tickets.  
 
Books of tickets (5) will be sent out 
to towers after the Half Yearly 
Meeting and we ask for your 
support to sell these to friends, 
family, colleagues and others, and 
the money and counterfoils 
returned to Stephen Franklin by 30 
June.  

The draw will take place on 
Saturday 3 July at Wanlip church 
hall, at the barbecue which follows 
the walk/cycle ride around 
Watermead Park that afternoon 
(see below). More prizes would 
still be welcomed, and can be 
given to any BRF committee 
member before 30 June. 
 
Please support this draw, with 
your help we could raise £2,000 or 
more for bell restoration work in 
the diocese.

 

A WALK IN THE PARK 
BRF FUNDRAISER: WATERMEAD PARK - SATURDAY 3 JULY 
 
Join us at Watermead Country 
Park on Saturday 3 July for an 
afternoon of ringing and 
walking (or cycling) in good 
company, followed by a 
barbecue.  
 
The park, just to the north of 
Leicester, is an attractive 
waterside area that is popular with 
both human and animal forms of 
wildlife, and is the setting for the 

Guild’s social event this summer. 
A circular route of 7-8 miles has 
been arranged, and it is hoped 
that individual ringers and families 
will take part, and that as many 
people as possible will be 
sponsored to complete the circuit, 
in aid of the BRF.  
 
A sponsor form is available to 
download from the Guild website, 
and maps of the route will be 

available on the day. We shall 
meet at Meadow Lane car park in 
Birstall at 2pm and will walk or 
cycle to Thurmaston, Belgrave and  
Birstall churches for ringing, 
returning to the car park by 
6.15pm for the short drive to 
Wanlip, where the barbecue will 
be available. Further details will be 
available nearer the time, but 
please note the date now. 

 
SIXTY YEARS OF MICHAEL’S SAPCOTE 
 
Back in February Michael Brown 
announced his intention to step 
down as ‘Head Ringer’ at 
Sapcote from Easter.  
 
Due to his health he felt he was no 
longer able to fulfill this role, a 
position he has held since his 
appointment by the former head 
ringer in 1949. For just over 60 
years Michael has been a 
dedicated leader and kept Sapcote 
in the forefront of ringing within 
this Guild and beyond. Back in the 
sixties, when we rang from the 

ground floor with then only six 
bells, the band rang a peal of 34 
spliced surprise minor at a time 
when there were merely only two 
teams in the country capable of 
achieving this. In 1970, Michael 
was instrumental in moving the 
ringing chamber upstairs and 
installing two trebles to augment 
the ring to eight. In next to no time 
the band were regularly ringing 
surprise major. In 1977, Michael 
generously donated two further 
trebles to augment the ring to ten, 
the bells being dedicated in church 

during the Sunday morning service 
before being hoisted up into the 
tower, hung by Michael and a 
keen band of helpers, and rung to 
their first quarter peal on the 
Sunday evening. For well over 
forty years Sapcote has had a 
band of ‘surprise’ ringers, ringing 
regularly for Sunday services, 
thanks to the sheer dedication of 
Michael Brown. 
At a meeting of the ringers, Mick 
Angrave was appointed as the 
new Ringing Master with Jenny 
Harvey as his deputy.
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ANOTHER SUCCESS 
 

GUILD DINNER 2010: ENJOYABLE, SOCIAL EVENING FOR ALL 
 
On the 27th February 2010 
ringers and friends gathered 
from all over Leicestershire at 
Birstall Golf Club to attend the 
annual Leicester Diocesan 
Guild Dinner.   
 
The splendid room offered the 
ideal location for the formal 
dinner with everyone looking 
unrecognisable in suits and 
dresses (John Cook’s penguin 
waistcoat being a particular 
highlight!) 
 
As all the guests arrived 
everyone enjoyed catching up 
with old friends and making a few 
more new ones.  A friendly and 
pleasant atmosphere filled the 
room, as it usually does on these 
social ringing occasions, with 
plenty of chat, laughter and beer!   
 
At such gatherings I am always 
reminded of the important social 
aspect that ringing is so good at 
providing (without necessarily 
being anywhere near a belfry!) 
 
Mick Angrave, the chosen MC for 
the evening, called order as 
everyone took their seats and 
enjoyed more chat over a 
marvellous three-course meal.   
 
Everyone successfully fed and 
watered (or beered or wined!?) 
various toasts were enjoyed. 
Guests were then treated to a 
wonderful rendition of ‘Teddy 
Bear’s Pic-nic’ and ‘If I Were a 
Rich Man’ on hand bells provided 
by ‘Sabbath Sounds’.  This was 
also followed by a course of 
Stedman Triples on hand bells 
courtesy of Jill and Peter 
Staniforth, Roland Cook and 
Andy Harvey which was very 
enjoyable to listen to.   
 

 

 
The current Guild President, 
Arthur Rees, gave an interesting 
speech involving many historic 
customs within Leicestershire 
and various connections to bells 
and peals.  Arthur finished by 
noting the need to continue these 
ringing customs and ringing in 
the guild, with an emphasis on 
the recruitment of ringers.   
 
The guest speaker, Chris 
Pickford, also gave a very 
interesting historic account of the 
various ringing achievements 
within Leicester and 
Leicestershire (some of which I 
did not know), with a few 
entertaining stories along the 
way!  The achievements that 
Chris highlighted in his speech 
have undoubtedly played a vital 
part in laying the foundations of 
the Guild, which continues to be 
very active to this day. 

 
With the formalities of speeches 
over the evening continued with 
a few more beers and more 
socialising (inevitably certain 
people did not miss the ideal 
opportunity to recruit ringers for 
peals!)   
 
Thanks must go out to the 
committee and Carol Franklin 
who did much of the behind-the-
scenes organisation, and also to 
Chris Pickford. I am sure 
everyone would agree that the 
night was both enjoyable and 
successful and was certainly a 
good reflection on the guild.  It 
was great to see so many people 
who continue to add to the 
history of the guild and make it 
enjoyable to be part of.   
 
Hopefully we will have even 
more people in attendance next 
year!

 

THE GUILD 

 EVENTS 
 

Steve Harvey 
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TRAMTASTIC DAY OUT! 
 
Members from the Melton 
District enjoyed an afternoon 
tour of Nottingham churches on 
Saturday 20th February and a 
tour on the tram, both being a 
first for some of the group.  
 
Parking at Wilkinson Street Park & 
Ride they set off north, first to the 
fine ring of eight bells at Bulwell. 
Taking the tram south to St 
Leodegarius at Basford for a stay 
of forty five minutes during which 

many compliments were given 
about the easy ringing of these 
eight bells.  
 
Back on the tram along the streets 
in Hyson Green the group headed 
for the ten bells at All Saints used 
by the Nottingham University team 
for their practice nights during 

term time. Some of the group also 
managed to sample a micro-
brewery near Basford church 
before rounding off the outing with 
a Chinese meal at Tollerton on 
their way back to Melton.  

 

TOP TRIP TIPS 
 
Tower outings are a great idea 
and a really good way to get out 
and about and ring at new 
places.  
 
Most places will welcome you with 
open arms and will be pleased to 
see and hear their bells rung by 
visitors. Below are some bullet 
points that will make sure your 
outings are always a success, 
some may be obvious but are still 
worth remembering. 
 
• When writing to ask for a 

tower, always enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope 
for a reply (although most 
people email nowadays). 

• Write at least a couple of 
months in advance and send 
a reminder a week before 
hand. 

• Take the tower contacts 
details on the tour with you in 
case they forget about you! 

• Ask if towers have toilet 
facilities available so you can 
let your ringers know about 
them in advance. 

• Make sure all your ringers ring 
things they are more than 
capable of, a tower outing is 
not a practice night or a 
training session, it’s a chance 
to ring things you are good at 
on different bells. 

• All your ringers should be 
capable of ringing at least 
rounds competently without 
assistance. 

• Check out what the access to 
the tower is like, some places 
have ladders and it is best to 
know in advance in case any 
of your ringers don’t like them! 

• Turn up promptly and leave 
promptly so the local key 
holder is not left waiting 
around. 

• If the local ringer does not 
come into the ringing chamber 

with you check whether the 
bells are up and down and 
how they want you to leave 
them and whether there is a 
clock hammer that needs 
taking off. 

• Put your Tower name (or 
group name if you are 
organising a tour for a group 
of towers) on top of the 
correspondence so the local 
knows who you represent. 

• Ask if the tower specifies a 
certain amount of money from 
visitors, if not leave a good 
donation for the use of the 
bells. 

• Leave a good lunch break 
(most ringers like to go to the 
pub!) so your ringers don’t get 
too tired with dashing round 
from tower to tower. 

• As organiser, make sure 
someone else buys your beer 
at the end of the trip! (and 
gives you a lift home!) 

 
SPRING CLEAN? 
 

Why not give your ringing room a spring clean this year? Perhaps a dust and a hoover?  
It’s a great tip for attracting new recruits and it’ll be nicer for you too!

 

Ken Brockway 
Melton District 

 

DISTRICT NEWS 

MELTON 

 

ETIQUETTE SERIES 

OUTINGS 
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THE GUILD 

Rising Ringers 

BOURNVILLE & BELLS  
 

RISING RINGERS: CADBURY WORLD & KINGS NORTON TRIP 

 
On Thursday 18th February 
the LDG Rising Ringers met 
for another day out.  
 
A great day out was had at 
Cadburys World in Bournville 
with some ringing at Kings 
Norton (the Birmingham one) on 
the way back.  
 
The ‘Bournville Experience’ was 
a 2 hour tour through the history 
of chocolate making in 
Bournville.  
 
The tour included free samples 
along the way with the chance to 
see chocolate being made by 
hand along with the many 
machines used to wrap and pack 
the products. The interactive 
‘Purple Planet’ provided the 
opportunity to experience what it 
would be like if it rained 
chocolate! Or even see yourself 
made out of chocolate!  
 

Finally ‘Essence’ gave more 
chocolate sampling opportunities 
this time with liquid chocolate 
and your choice of topping. So 
after ‘Buttons’, ‘Dairy milk’, ‘Curly 
Wurly’ (yes they have got 
smaller), a cup of liquid 
chocolate (topped with liquorice 
allsorts in my case) and a visit to 
the shop to purchase even more 
items it was time for lunch!  
 
To burn off the effects of all that 
chocolate ringing on the 10 bells 
at Kings Norton took place. The 
bells sounded fantastic but were 
a challenge due to quite a long 
rope draught. Despite that, all the 
youngsters coped very well and 
were a credit to the guild. We 
managed some very good 
rounds and call changes, plain 
hunt, plain bob major and 
Cambridge major.  
 
The ringing time was brought 
forward to try and avoid heavy 
snow that was forecast for the 

West Midlands in the afternoon. 
It was snowing heavy when we 
left and the motorway was not 
pleasant – the weather forecast 
turn out right for once. Everyone 
got back safely but it did take the 
Market Harborough contingent 
6.5 hours! 
 
We still need more youngsters to 
take part in rising ringer’s events. 
If you know of anyone who would 
like to get involved please 
contact me at the details above. 

 

Mark Pendery  
0116 2387648 

risingringers@leicesterdg.org.uk 

Next event:  

BRF Sponsored 
Ringing from 
Watermead Park 
Saturday 3rd July  
 

 

Mark the date and listen out 
for more info soon. If 
young ringers you know 
are not on the mailing list, 
contact Mark Pendery 
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Whetstone, St Peter, Leics 
1260 Grandsire Triples 
2nd January 2010 

1. Andrew Giles 
2. Carol I V Brown 
3. Anne E Westman 
4. Richard S Westman 
5. Simon J Westman 
6. Sarah J Catherall 
7. Neil A Westman (C) 
8. W John Kinchin 

First quarter, 6. 90th Birthday compliment to Frank 
Pawley, a local ringer for 75 years. 
 
Heather, St John, Leics 
1320 Norwich & Cambridge Surprise Minor 
9th January 2010 

1. Peter Rose 
2. Stuart Hale 
3. Mary Hale 
4. Terence Lord 
5. Michael Davidson 
6. Colin Lord (C) 

Rung open immediately following the funeral at this 
church of David Taylor MP as a celebration of his 
life and work. 
 
Ashby de la Zouch, St Helen, Leics 
1287 Stedman Caters 
13th March 2010 

1. Sally Brown 
2. Alan Jacques 
3. Mary Hale 
4. Colin Lord 
5. Stuart Hale 
6. Michael Davidson (C) 
7. Terence Lord 
8. Peter Marriott 
9. Andrew Higson 
10. Nicholas Parr 

Rung immediately following the memorial service for 
David Taylor MP. 
 
Desford, St Martin, Leicestershire 
1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor 
26th March 2010 

1. G Jones 
2. M Vernon 
3. J Vernon 
4. R M G Ward 
5. A F Farmer 
6. M Angrave (C) 

Rung half muffled prior to the funeral and in 
affectionate memory of 'Miss Gladys' Goulton who 
passed away peacefully at the age of 103. Villager, 
parishioner, former Guide Commissioner and ringer 
at St Martin's, Desford. May she rest in peace. 
 

Rothley, SS Mary & John, Leics 
1260 Doubles 
19th January 2010 

1. Richard Thornton 
2. Ian Maynard 
3. R Ian Stonehouse 
4. Michaela Perry 
5. Sarah E Stonehouse (C) 
6. Gordon Harrison 

Rung in celebration of the 40th birthday of Tower 
Captain Ian Stonehouse. 
 
Long Clawson, Harwill House, Leics 
5040 Surprise Minor (9 methods) 
27th January 2010 

1-2 Garry W Mason 
3-4 John Adcock 
5-6 Emma J Southerington (C) 

Rung to welcome John James Parlby, a grandson 
for John and Hazel, and to mark the installation of 
Trevor Kirkman as Priest-in-charge at Plumtree, 
Notts. 
 
Sapcote, All Saints, Leics 
5088 Bristol Surprise Major 
27th February 2010 

1. Neil W Harvey 
2. Alison M Harvey 
3. Elizabeth M Harvey 
4. Benjamin G Harris 
5. Jennifer A Harvey 
6. Steven J Harvey 
7. Michael Angrave (C) 
8. Andrew Harvey 

Rung on Guild Dinner Day. Also to mark the 
retirement of Michael Brown following over 60 years 
dedicated service as Head Ringer at All Saints, 
Sapcote. 
 
Loughborough, All Saints, Leics 
1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major 
14th March 2010 

1. Frances Marshall 
2. Richard C L Brown 
3. Harriet S E Mather 
4. Brenda Parr 
5. E Alan Jacques 
6. David W Clarke 
7. Nicholas Parr 
8. Terry Astill (C) 

A compliment to Charlotte Rebecca Higson on the 
day of her baptism. Godparents 1 and 7.

 

THE GUILD 

PEALS/QUARTERS 
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STOKE UP RECRUITS  
 

STOKE GOLDING: OPEN DAY USES 3Rs RESOURCES 
 
We at Stoke Golding, in the 
Hinckley District, held a Bell 
Ringing Open Day on Saturday 
27th March to celebrate the 
centenary of the hanging of 
the six bells in the tower.   
 
The day was intended to give 
local villagers and others the 
opportunity to meet the ringers, 
see the bells being rung, visit the 
bells and "have a go".  There 
were also various displays and 
videos in the church. 
  
The Stoke Golding ringers 
belong to a recently formed 
group called Fenn Lanes Ringers 
and 25 of us, young and 
old, were there to welcome the 
visitors.  The ringers were from 
Stoke Golding, Sutton Cheney, 
Fenny Drayton, Witherley, 
Mancetter, Nuneaton, Orton-on-
the-Hill, Narborough, Polesworth 
and Newton Regis. 
  
The Leicester Guild 3Rs 
Committee were kind enough to 
lend us their Saxilby Simulator 
together with a live webcam 
system, a display board and 
other resources.  The simulator 
really was the centrepiece of the 
day and very much enjoyed by 
everyone who tried it or just 
watched, visitors and ringers 
alike.  It is exactly like ringing a  
real bell but much more 
accessible.   

 
The webcam, too, 
provided considerable interest.  It 
was looking down on one of the 
bells and the live image 
projected on to a screen 
downstairs in the church. 
  
The day was a great success.  
Several villagers said how 
unexpectedly interesting it had all 
been!  We hope to get at least 
two or three new recruits as a 
result of the day.   

 
If anybody else is considering a 
similar Open Day or Fete I would 
definitely recommend contacting 
the 3Rs Committee - they are 
very helpful and their resources 
are excellent. 
_________________________ 
 
To find out how you can use 
the 3Rs equipment at your 
tower, please contact Jennie 
Higson (see cover).

 

DEATH OF OUR OLDEST RINGER: MISS GOULTON 1906 - 2010 
 

We are all saddened to learn of the death of Miss Gladys Goulton of Desford, our Guilds oldest member. Miss 
Gladys, as she was affectionately known, passed away peacefully in her sleep on 9th March aged 103. 
Miss Gladys learned to ring in 1944 and joined the Guild in 1974, ringing her first quarter peal in 1988 at the 
age of 82.  She last rang at Birstall, in February 1996 at the celebrations to mark the 60th Anniversary of the 
Guild, with only the ladder to the ringing chamber preventing her from ringing at the celebratory Parish lunch 
laid on for her 100th birthday. Members from Desford and the Hinckley District rang a half muffled quarter peal 
prior to her funeral (see ‘Peals/Quarters’), where the Rector of Desford, the Revd Richard Sharpe spoke very 
highly of a lady who had devoted her whole life to Christianity and the life of the church.

 

John Patullo 
Stoke Golding  

Hinckley District 

 

TOWER NEWS 

STOKE GOLDING 
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Find all the dates and details for Guild and  
District events below… 
 

 
 

. APRIL  .     
 

Sat 17th  Harborough Evening ringing at Hallaton 6.00 - 7.30pm with light refreshments 
Sat 17th  Melton District Meeting at Saltby 
Fri 23rd St George’s Day ringing if you can 
Sat 24th Striking Competition & Half-Yearly Meeting 

Ashby Folville: Striking Competition 2.00 – 4.30pm St Mary’s Church 
Or Carillon Demonstration by Owen Homewood 2.00 – 4.00pm  
St Mary Magdalene Church in the grounds of Stapleford Park (£1 for BRF) 
5.00pm Tea, Results & HYM at Village Hall, Evening ringing at Twyford 

 
. MAY  .     
 

Wed 5th  Leicester District Meeting at Evington 
Sat 8th Hinckley District Picnic at Thornton and Ratby 
Wed 12th Syston Open Practice at Houghton 
Thu 13th Harborough Surprise Major Practice at Oadby, 7.30 – 9.00pm 
Fri 14th Loughboro’ District Practice at Shepshed 
Sat 15th Harborough Saddington 3.30 – 4.30pm and service, tea & meeting, Foxton 6.30pm 
Sat 15th Melton District Meeting at Grantham 
 
. JUNE  .     
 

Mon 7th Leicester District Meeting at Lutterworth 
Thu 10th Harborough Surprise Major Practice at Kings Norton, 7.30 – 9.00pm 
Fri 11th Syston Open Practice – Tower TBC 
Sat 12th Hinckley District Outing at Northamptonshire/Cambridgeshire 
Sat 12th Loughboro’ Mini Outing 
Sat 19th Melton District Meeting at Sproxton 
Sat 19th Harborough District Outing – Kettering area, from 10.30am 
 
. JULY  .     
 

Thu 1st Syston Open Practice at Wanlip 
Sat 3rd BRF Sponsored Walk/Cycle, Ringing and BBQ  

Meadow Lane car park (Birstall) 2pm, walk/cycle to Thurmaston, Belgrave and  
Birstall for ringing, returning by 6.15pm for the short drive to Wanlip BBQ 
Sponsor forms available from www.leicesterdg.org.uk – in aid of BRF 

Thu 8th Harborough Surprise Major Practice at Kibworth 
Fri 9th  Hinckley Out of District meeting at Shilton 
Sat 10th Loughboro’ District Practice at Willoughby and Wymeswold 
Sat 17th Harborough Picnic and ringing at Wistow 
 


