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NEW RESOLUTIONS 
 

 

Happy New Year! I hope you 
have all made plenty of Ringing 
Resolutions for this year?  
 
If not, here are a few suggestions: 
Introduce someone to ringing; 
Learn to call something; Have a 
go at handbell ringing; Learn a 
new method; Spring clean the 
Ringing Room; Write an article for 
the Guild Newsletter (this last one 
would be appreciated!).  
 
This edition gives us an 
introduction to our new Guild 
President, Arthur Rees. I'm sure 
lots of you know Arthur already but 
you may find out some new things 
about him if you read on!  
 

The Rising Ringers have been busy 
again and I believe another trip is 
planned in February to Cadbury 
World - a big incentive to join in, 
don't forget to let Mark Pendery 
know if there are any young ringers 
at your tower. This is a great way to 
encourage our youngsters and get 
them participating in Guild activities 
from a young age.  
 

Unfortunately this didn't work for the 
Tasty Bingo night which had to be 
cancelled due to lack of numbers. 
Please support you Guild by going 
out and having a good time, it's not 
that much of a chore! If you have 
ideas for social or ringing events 
you would be interested in please 
let a member of your district 
committee know and I'm sure the 
General Committee will do their best 
to accommodate you.  
 
Don't forget to make a note in your 
diary of all the forthcoming events, 
especially the Dinner. This was a 
really enjoyable night out last year 
with great food, entertainment and 
socialising - don't miss out, book 
your tickets now!

 
 

~  GUILD DINNER 2010  ~ 
 

Saturday 27th February at Birstall Golf Club  
  ~  with guest speaker Chris Pickford  ~ 

 

6.45 for 7.15pm, tickets £22 including the three-course meal 
 

Make your booking using the Guild Dinner 2010 poster  
or contact Carol Franklin (secretaryx@xleicesterdg.org.uk) or Arthur Rees 
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PARVA & ST PETER’S 
 

BELLS COMMITTEE: UPDATE ON INSPECTIONS AND BELLS 
 
Members of the Bells 
Committee joined our 
Diocesan Bells Advisor at 
Ashby Parva in late November 
to inspect the three bells.  
 
After oiling the plain bearings 
and going through a number of 
checks we pulled up each bell 
individually before ringing them 
together. Some work needs 
doing before they should be rung 
regularly and that is something 
the Bells Committee will sort out 
when the weather gets a little 
warmer. 

 
We still await a decision over the 
future of St. Peter’s, Belgrave. In 
honesty redundancy looks a 
strong possibility but the relevant 
authorities have delayed their 
final decision to consider a 
number of objections, including 
one from your scribe. 
  
 

The single bell at Loughborough, 
St. Peter, will remain in the tower 
due to permission to remove it 
being refused by Charnwood 
Borough Council. The original 
plan was to relocate the bell as 
part of an augmentation scheme 
but this will not now take place.

 
 

YOUNG RINGERS 
AWARDED 
 
Once again, the Guild rewarded young people for their achievements 
and progress in ringing.  
 
The annual Young Ringer of the Year (YROTY) Awards 2009 were given to 
Emily Higson and Simon Brown of the Loughborough District. 
Congratulations to both young ringers! 
 
The winners were each presented with their YROTY 2009 certificate and 
book tokens. Emily (photographed) received her prize at the Guild AGM in 
October from Tony Parker.  
 
 

100CLUB EARNS BRF IMPORTANT FUNDS 
 
The 100CLUB has generated £1000 for the Bell Restoration Fund during 
2009, with £1500 in prizes being given out over the year. The membership 
of the 150 number holders is a vital source of income to the BRF in helping 
maintain and restore our bells, so thank you for your support.  
 
Renewals for 2010 need to be back to Tony Parker by the end of January 
please, this year once again at £15. If you would like to join, either for 
yourself or, perhaps, your tower, please get in touch. 
 

 

Garry Mason 
Bells Committee Secretary 
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THE GUILD 

rising ringers BOWLED OVER!  
 

RISING RINGERS: BOWLS AND BELLS 
 

On Saturday 24th October the 
LDG Rising Ringers met for 
another day out. This time it 
was a day of bowling and 
bellringing around Market 
Harborough.  
 
The day started with indoor 
bowls at Market Harborough 
leisure centre bowls club. This 
was a great surprise to half of the 
group as they had arrived 
expecting 10-pin bowling, a well 
known and loved past time that 
had already featured on a RR 
event.  
 
But there was no sign of 
disappointment as Tony Parker 
quickly got everyone kitted out 
and ready to go. Many thanks to 
Tony for organising the activities, 
it turned out to be a very 
interesting morning. 
 
After lunch we moved on to 
Lubenham and Market 
Harborough for general ringing. 
My intension here was to 
advance everyone’s ringing skills 
and get people to ring something 
new. The rising ringers managed 
to ring very creditable plain hunt 
on 6 with an average age of 13.5 
years.  
 
I was very pleased with all the 
ringing especially at Market 

Harborough where ringing on 10 
was a new experience for most. 

On the 24th October, the Rising 
Ringers had another fantastic 
day out. We arrived at the leisure 
centre at 10:00am to find Tony 
Parker and a few sets of woods 
awaiting us. Some of us had 
been expecting 10 pin bowling 
when indoor bowls was 
mentioned in the email, but it 
turns out we were completely 
wrong. Over the course of the 
next 2 hours, Tony gave us a 
crash course in how to play 
indoor bowls in 3 different ways. 
We first learnt how to roll the jack 
and the woods (balls) and then 
learnt how to play individually, 
with a target and in a team 
game. This was a very 
interesting experience, and 
something that I’d really like to 
do again.  
 
We then all piled out of the bowls 
hall and into the café. We were 
quite early for the meal, but the 
chef did an extremely good job of 
preparing our meals for us 
quickly. However, being early for 
one thing meant we were early 
for the next.  
 

Fortunately, we managed to 
contact the person opening the 
tower for us at Lubenham and 
we arrived half an hour early. 
These were a very nice ring and 
we had a good selection of 
methods, ranging from Call 
Changes to Cambridge Minor. 
We even managed to get plain 
hunt with just rising ringers 
ringing! 
 
We then moved on to Market 
Harborough and had a few 
biscuits and a drink before 
climbing the many steps up into 
the ringing chamber. After ringing 
the back four up, we rang the 
front 6 up and rang some rounds 
on 10, in which I rang the tenor, 
on a box. The ringing there 
extended to Cambridge Major, 
though Mark was disappointed 
that we couldn’t ring Cambridge, 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 
spliced.  
 
It all finished with a photo outside 
of the rising ringers. It was a very 
enjoyable day with a new 
experience for all of us, I think. 
Thank you to Mark and Tony for 
organising it. 
 
We still need more youngsters to 
take part in rising ringer’s events. 
If you know of anyone who would 
like to get involved please 
contact me at the details above. 

 

Mark Pendery  
0116 2387648 

risingringers@leicesterdg.org.uk 

 

Ryan Mills  
Wigston 

 

Next event: Cadbury’s 
World during the 
February half term! 
 

and mark the date for the 
sponsored ringing and 
riding around Watermead 
Park on Sat 1st July 
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BEES AND BELLS 
 

ARTHUR REES: NEW GUILD PRESIDENT TAKES OUR Q&A 
 
Name: Arthur Rees 
 
Home Tower: Gaulby officially but 
equally Kings Norton and Illston on 
the Hill. 
 
Where did you learn to ring: 
Gaulby - both times! 
 
Why did you learn to ring: I 
became involved for the first time 
as a teenager but travel and 
adventure took me away from 
home.  After many years I was 
back in Gaulby and I heard that 
the bells were being rehung.  I 
helped a little to remove the fifth 
but was unable to do more as I 
was booked on a trip to China for 
a few months.   I vowed to have 
another go at ringing these bells 
on my return and the rest, as they 
say, is history! 
 
The moral of this is that the next 
youngster, who leaves, just as 
they begin to become a decent 
ringer, may become a future 
President of a Guild; all may not 
be lost. 
 
Who taught you to ring: Tony 
Parker both times!  I do wonder 
how many he has taught over the 
years and in how many towers? 
The Guild has a lot to thank him 
for! 
 
How long have you been 
ringing: It was over 40 years ago 

that I first handled the bells.  The 
second time around it was on June 
5th 1985 that I was considered 
proficient enough to ring for a 
wedding at Gaulby. 
 
What are your bellringing 
ambitions: One peal in my life 
was enough and I would be the 
first to admit that I may have 
reached my peak.  As new 
President I am looking forward to 
visiting and ringing at new towers 
around the county. 
 
What are you most proud of in 
your ringing career:  I suppose I 
represent the majority of ringers 
who just turn up and make up a 
basic band.  I have been able to 
help ringers get together and 
hopefully enjoy themselves at 
events organised by me as 
Harborough District’s Secretary. 
 
What is your favourite method: I 
have never learned many methods 
but it gives me great pleasure to 
tenor behind to some well struck 
Stedman Triples on a reasonably 
heavy ring of bells. 
 
What is your favourite Guild 
event: Anything that is well 
organised and well attended. 
 
What are your other hobbies: A 
lot of my time in recent years (too 
many, says Gill!) has been spent 
extending our house, but I did this 

in stages needing to rebuild my 
enthusiasm and bank balance.  I 
have recently taken up 
beekeeping which is another skill 
where experienced people are 
willing to spend time learning 
others.  
 
What is your favourite food:  
Unfortunately not honey!  I do like 
different things and am game to 
try any local specialities.  Being a 
diabetic has governed my eating 
habits in recent years.  A good 
home Sunday roast still takes 
some beating. 
 
What is your favourite drink: 
Drinking is where I let the team 
down - I have never been one for 
a beer at the pub.  However I do 
enjoy sharing a bottle of red wine 
with a meal. 
 
What is your day job: In my 
past life I have been a farm 
worker, grain-store erector, civil 
engineer (including four years 
building Rutland Water), mobile 
greengrocer and a tool dealer.  I 
am happy now just doing odd 
jobs for other people and being 
semi-retired.  

 
CENTRAL COUNCIL ROLL OF HONOUR 
 
The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers holds a roll of honour for all bellringers killed during wars. This is 
currently looked after by Alan Regin who recently came across a memorial at Quorn for two ringers, who were 
not on his list. He would like to make sure the list is accurate so if there are any memorials to fallen ringers in 
your church or you know of any, please email details to me (jenniehigsonx@xymail.com) and I will compile and 
forward to Alan.

 

THE GUILD 

OFFICERS 
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Find all the dates and details for Guild and  
District events below… 
 

 
 

. FEBRUARY  .     
 
Thu 4th  Leicester District Meeting at Leicester Cathedral from 7:30pm, all welcome 
Thu 11th  Harborough Surprise Major Practice at Oadby, 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
Sat 13th  Hinckley Meeting at Desford and Barwell 
Mon 15th  Loughbor’ District Practice at Swepstone 
Sat 20th Harborough Ringing at Billesdon with Tea & Meeting & evening ringing at Skeffington 

Sat 27th Guild Dinner 2010 
After last year’s success, we return to Birstall Golf Club with this 
year’s guest speaker, Mr Chris Pickford. 
6.45 for 7.15pm. Tickets £22 including the three-course meal. Bookings should be 
made using the poster details or contact Carol Franklin or Arthur Rees. 
Why not make it a tower social event? Get a table together and have fun! 

 
. MARCH  .     
 
Tue 2nd  Leicester District Practice at South Wigston from 7:30pm onward, all welcome 
Thu 11th  Harborough Surprise Major Practice at Kings Norton 
Sat 13th  Hinckley Meeting at Sutton Cheney and Market Bosworth 
Tue 16th  Loughbor’ District Practice at Ibstock 
Sat 20th  Harborough Afternoon ringing at Lubenham with light refreshments provided 
 
. APRIL  .     
 
Wed 7th  Harborough Surprise Major Practice at Kibworth 
Fri 9th  Hinckley Meeting at Sheepy Magna and Orton on the Hill 
Fri 16th Harborough Meeting at Foxton and Saddington 

 
COMING SOON… 
Sat 1st July LDG Sponsored Bike Ride & Prize Draw! 
Join us for riding and ringing around Watermead Park in aid of the BRF. Put it in your diaries 
now and look out for more information soon! 
 
HERE COMES THE SUMMER! 
Is your village or church planning a fete, fair or event this summer? Why not use it as a Bell 
Ringing Open Day too? The 3Rs Committee has loads of resources available for free, please 
get in touch! 
 


