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IT’S ALL ABOUT THE KIDS 
 

 

Our Young Ringers are having 
a busy time of it again with 
ringing and cycling, judging 
by the pictures there should 
be no shortage of nominations 
for Young Ringer of the year, 
make sure you get your 
nominations in this month. 
 
Congratulations to all youngsters 
who have had exam results over 
the summer, particular best 
wishes go to our Newsletter 
producer, Rob Parker, as he 
prepares to go off to Reading 
University. Rob has been very 
involved with the Guild, being on  
 

the General Committee and the 
3Rs Committee where he was the 
driving force behind the art work in 
the displays we now have 
available for use. Fortunately Rob 
has agreed to continue producing 
the Newsletter for us but we shall  
miss his input at meetings. Good 
Luck Rob. 

We have had one or two issues 
regarding insurance and young 
ringers, the leaflets produced by 
the CCCBR (see page 3) give 
good advice on this and there is 
no lower age limit for Guild 
insurance so all our young Guild 
members are covered. We will be 
looking into this more at General 
Committee level, but if anyone has 
any concerns about this please get 
in touch. We want to make sure 
our youngsters are encouraged 
and not put off at an early age by 
red tape! 
 

 
 

Tasty Bingo Night    Sat 5th Dec, 7pm, St Margarets 
• hot supper  • wine / juice tasting  • try your bingo skills   • one fun packed night 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Jennie Higson 
president @leicesterdg.org.uk 

01509 260234 

 young ringer of the year 2009 
 
They don't need to have done anything special, just be regular attenders who are 
making steady progress. Please put forward nominations to Jennie Higson/Tony 
Parker during September 
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THE GUILD 

rising ringers 

RISING RINGERS RIDE ROUND 
RUTLAND WATER 2009 
 

YOUNG GUILD RINGERS: GREAT, FUN DAY OUT CYCLING 
 

 
On Thursday 20th August the 
rising ringers set off on another 
day out.  
 
This time it was ringing and riding 
around Rutland water. The aim of 
the day was to gain experience 
ringing at different towers, meet 
friends, burn off those summer 
holiday ice-creams and brush off 
the old bone shaker from the shed.  
 
The day started at North 
Luffenham (6 bells) with an hours 
ringing to allow people to gather 
and sort out bikes etc. There was 
then a short ride to Edith Weston 
(6 bells). Some people cheated 
and decided to drive! It would be 
embarrassing to mention names! 
But you know who you are! Then 
there was the big ride around the 
reservoir to Hambleton (5 bells). 
There were plenty of opportunities 
to picnic and get drinks on this 
leisurely ride with fantastic 
scenery. Some people even 

managed to ride all the way up the 
hill into Hambleton without 
complaining – much! 

This was a nice day out for all with 
lots of highlights. The weather was 
kind after a slightly damp start but 
the sun shone to remind us that 
this was indeed a barbecue 
summer! You didn’t need to be an 
adrenaline pumped expert rider to 
take this on; all abilities were 
catered for from the very young to 
the…. well not so young, 21 again 
brigade. We found a new tenor 
queen – Emily rang the tenor at 
each tower, one in particular was 
not all that easy to ring so very 
well done. Some very good 
Rounds & Call changes, Plain Bob 
and Cambridge Surprise Minor 
were achieved. The day ended 
with 5 rising ringers all rinlging 
rounds & call changes together – 
with Emily on the tenor of course! 
 

 

Mark Pendery  
0116 2387648 

risingringers@leicesterdg.org.uk 

Above: Some great ringing 
during the day 

All the rising 
ringers 
outside 
Hambleton 
church at the 
end of the 
day 
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And Emily Higson writes… 

On the 20th August the Rising 
Ringers set out on a exciting 
journey starting at North 
Luffanham church. So all the 
ringers were ringing and I rang 
plain hunt on the 2nd and the 3rd 
for the first time. After everyone 
had had a ring it started raining - 
not a very good sign to the start of 
the day but luckily it stopped.  
We hit the road on our bikes and 

reached the next tower Edith 
Weston. Here I rang up in peal for 
the first time. Then I rang the 
tenor.  
 
Then we went to find somewhere 
to have lunch. After we had lunch 
we cycled and cycled and cycled 
and then we got to the big….big 
hill!!!!!! HELP! We huffed and 
puffed (maybe I am exaggerating 
a bit too much) and finally got to 
the top of the big hill. But it was 
not over yet! We still had a tower 

to go to and just around the 
corner there it was -  Hambleton 
church. Here we rang and had a 
picture taken.  
 
Now it was the fun part! We went 
whizzing down the big, big hill. My 
little sister was going 
Weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee all the 
way down. She enjoyed that bit 
and so did all the rest of us!!!!!!!!!! 

 
 
The rising ringers group is a great way for young people to meet 
and ring with peers across the county. We always aim to have a 
great time and have fun. If you would like to be involved and come 
along to the next event please get in touch, details on the left. 
 
PS. Get invited to the facebook group to receive regular Rising 
Ringers updates – drop me an email as above. 
 
 

RINGING TRENDS & TOWERS STEWARDSHIP 
 
During 2009 the LDG is part 
of a national survey to 
monitor the trends in ringing, 
the recruitment and retention 
of ringers.  
 
Last time a survey was done, 
back in the late 70’s only a 
sample of towers were 
approached on a set day to find 
out about their service ringing 
on the previous Sunday.  This 
survey was done by telephone 
and collated by hand. 
 
After the recruitment 
campaigns for the Millennium 
and perceived decline in 
recruitment of younger people 
the Central Council decided to 
embark on a new survey 
covering the whole of the UK in 
three phases.  When I was 
approached to help with the 
collection of data in the LDG for 
phase 2 I thought that in this 

age of electronic 
communication it would be a lot 
easier and that replies would be 
forthcoming!  I have now 
collated the replies received 
and I feel it does not reflect on 
the state of our Guild as less 
than half of our towers have 
replied.   
 
This data will be sent to the 
Central Council Trends 
Committee and will be 
analysed, compared and 
thought about to inform future 
developments in ringing.  If you 
have not received or have lost 
your copy of the survey please 
apply to me  
secretary@ leicesterdg.org.uk 
and I will send you another.  It 
is important that the data that 
we forward is a true reflection 
of our activity in Leicestershire. 
 

One of these developments is 
the initiative of the Ringing 
Foundation which aims to help 
bring ringing into schools.  This 
organisation is organising two 
free seminars in October. 
 
Another area of the Central 
Council work is to help inform 
us of changes in national 
legislation which affect our day 
to day activity in the Church 
and Tower.  The Tower 
Stewardship Committee 
produces a series of free 
leaflets to download from 
www.cccbr.org.uk/towersteward
ship about such important 
issues as Child Protection, 
Insurance, Health and Safety, 
Fire and Tower Management. 

JOIN IN! 

Mark Pendery 
0116 2387648 

risingringers@leicesterdg.org.uk 

 

Carol Franklin  
secretary@ leicesterdg.org.uk 
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FESTIVITES GALORE! 
 

LDG RINGING FESTIVAL: INAUGURAL EVENT A SUCCESS 
 

In the afternoon of July 11th 
the first Guild Ringing 
Festival was held at Ashby de 
la Zouch.  
 
The festival was opened by 
David Taylor MP, who used to 
ring at Heather, and was gently 
encouraged to take it up again! 
Followed by a demonstration 
ring on the 10, which drew a 
crowd of ringers and non-
ringers.   
 
The simulator bell was well 
used with two learners having 
intensive teaching sessions 
with John Cook and several 
children and adults having a go. 
The Willoughby Campanile was 
also well used throughout the 
afternoon and proved a big 
attraction to ringers and non-
ringers, with thanks to George 
Dawson for the use of the 
Campanile.  
 
The Guild Bell Restoration fund 
profited from the sale of quiz 
sheets and goes on the 
tombola. 

 
We were lucky enough to have 
three speakers during the 
afternoon starting with Garry 
Mason who talked about the 
Guild Bells and Education 

Committees; Mark Regan who 
gave a talk on the Worcester 
Ringing centre and their 
philosophy of teaching ringing, 
which I think opened a few 
eyes to a very different way of 
looking at the future of ringing; 
Andrew Young who gave a 
talk on bells and bell ringing. 
Each talk proved popular with 
between 40 and 70 sitting 
down to hear each speaker.  
 
Tea and cakes served by the 
Ashby ringers in the Church 
Rooms proved popular and we 
are grateful for their donation 
to the Guild from their profits. 
 
It is estimated that the 
afternoon attracted around 75 
/ 80 visitors, mainly bell ringers 
but with some non-ringers 
coming to see what it was 
about as well. Thanks to all 
who were involved in making 
the afternoon a success. 
  

 
 

GET YOUR LDG POLO SHIRT! 
 
The shirts are available to order for £13.00 each in Navy Blue,  
Bottle Green, Sky Blue and Heather and are available in sizes  
Small (40"), Medium (42"), Large (45") and Xtra Large (48").  
Download an order form from www.leicesterdg.org.uk 

 

Jennie Paul 
Guild President 

 

 

THE GUILD 

NEWS 
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GUILD NEWS 

NOTABLE PEALS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Mary de Castro, Leicester 
Thursday, 25 June 2009 in 3h 11 (16) 
5040 Swindon S Royal 
Composed by: M Maughan 
   1  James Hedgcock 
   2  Murray A Coleman 
   3  George A Dawson 
   4  Maurice F Edwards 
   5  Roland H Cook 
   6  Martyn J Marriott 
   7  Christopher D O'Mahony 
   8  Nicholas A Churchman 
   9  Michael Maughan (C) 
  10  R Kingsley Mason 
 
Barrow on Soar 
106 Beaumont Road 
Monday, 13 July 2009 in 2h16 (11) 
5184 Spliced Surprise Major (8m) 
(8m: 768 Pudsey, Rutland, Superlative, 576 Bristol, 
Cambridge, Lincolnshire, London, Yorkshire, 120 com) 
Composed by: E J Southerington 
  1-2  Rupert A Clarke 
  3-4  Paul Jopp 
  5-6  John M Jelley 
  7-8  Emma J Southerington (C) 
A birthday compliment to John Jelley and with the 
compliments of the band to David Cawley on his 
retirement. Rung to celebrate Roland's birthday.  

Barrow on Soar 
106 Beaumont Road 
Monday, 29 June 2009 in 2h41 (15) 
5040 Spliced Surprise Royal (3m) 
(3m: 2160 Cambridge, 1440 Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, 
13com, atw) 
Composed by: R Bailey 
  1-2  Rupert A Clarke 
  3-4  Emma J Southerington (C) 
  5-6  John M Jelley 
  7-8  Simon Humphrey 
  9-10  John Adcock 
First spliced surprise royal in hand: 7-8, 9-0  
 
Collegiate Church of St Mary de Castro, Leicester 
Thursday, 16 July 2009 in 3h7 (16) 
5040 Hampstead S. Royal 
Composed by: Murray A. Coleman 
   1  Andrew B. Mills 
   2  Murray A. Coleman (c) 
   3  Christopher C. P. Woodcock 
   4  Maurice F. Edwards 
   5  Roland H. Cook 
   6  Martyn J. Marriott 
   7  Nicholas A. Churchman 
   8  Anthony D. Sansom 
   9  Christopher D. O'Mahony 
  10  R. Kingsley Mason 
A farewell to Father David L. Cawley, Vicar of this 
Church for 14 years, upon his return to his native Kent. 
Also birthday compliments to Mike Maughan (today); 
Christine L. J. Mills-Kennedy (17th) and Christopher 
O'Mahony (18th). 
 
 

 
It has been a fairly busy year 
and we are in the process of 
arranging further training 
sessions, hopefully before 
the end of the year.  
 
Last year we had a request for 
a Bell Maintenance Course and 
finished up arranging two 
separate sessions. Andrew 
Higson kindly took them and we 
had sufficient interest to 
organise another one this year 
which took place in May. The 
good thing about this particular 
course is that it has attracted 
ringers who have never been to 
any other Guild event. 
 
We have tended to offer quarter 
peals for ringers who want to 
achieve their first quarter or in a 
particular method and this has 

proved beneficial. Since 
December we have had `firsts` in 
Stedman Triples, DNCB Major 
and Grandsire Triples. 
 
A Bob Caller`s Course resulted 
in two of the attendees 
successfully calling their first 
quarters at a later date. 
Two ringers from Broughton 
Astley and two ringers from 
Shawell all rang their first 
quarters of Plain Bob Doubles 
whilst a ringer from Peatling 
Parva rang her first quarter peal, 
Plain Bob Triples. 
 
 

Courses we have in the 
pipeline include:  
A training session to assist with 
learning Bristol S Royal. 
Three separate sessions to 
assist less experienced ringers 
with Plain Bob Doubles and 
Minor. Quarter Peal requests to 
treble to Plain Bob Doubles x2, 
Cambridge S Minor inside x2 
and Stedman Triples. 
 
I am aware that individual 
districts arrange their 
own training but we are there to 
assist as and when required, 
please get in touch if you think 
we can help you in any way. 
 

 

Sue Mason 
Education Committee Secretary 

education @ leicesterdg.org.uk 
 

 

GUILD COMMITTEES 

EDUCATION 
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SCRAPTOFT’S STORY 
 

FROM 3 TO 6: THE GUILD’S LATEST NEW 6 BELL RING 
 
 
A brief history of the bells 
and the project to restore full 
circle ringing at the Church 
of All Saints, Scraptoft. 

 

1960: The bell frame for the three 
bells converted to facilitate swing 
ringing as opposed to full circle                                     
ringing of the bells. This work was 
carried out by Taylors of 
Loughborough. 
 
1992: Alan Cattell commenced 
work to restore full circle ringing of 
the three bells with a bell frame 
that would accommodate a peal of 
six bells. 
 
1994: Alan acquired a bell from St. 
Michael’s Church in Leicester. 
This became known as the 
“Belgrave Bell”. 
 
1997: Alan died on October 26th. 
His funeral took place in this 
church on November 4th.The Bell 
Restoration 
Fund in memory of Alan was 
launched on this day. 
 
1999: Jean Waterfield, who died 
on May 24th, bequeathed a sum of 
money to the Bell Fund. 
 
2004: Ann Cattell purchased an 
ex-Trinity House buoy bell from 
the Keltek Trust – a charity that 
helps churches acquire surplus or 

redundant bells for English-style 
full circle bell ringing. 
 
2005: Adrian Dempster, carried 
out a full structural inspection of 
the tower in August.  
 
June 2007: Eric Cook offered to 
re-launch the bell fund and to 
oversee the project. 
 
November 20th 2007: Peter 
Hayward and George Dawson 
removed the three bells from St. 
Peter’s Church in 
Saxby and stored them at the 
workshop in Nottingham. 
 
November 24th 2007: Buoy bell 
returned and a full refund 
received. 
 
January 7th 2008: inaugural 
meeting of the Bell Restoration 
Committee. 
 
March 31st 2008: the total from 
sponsorship, donations, pledges, 
grants and Gift Aid exceeds the 
target. 
 
April 18th 2008: faculty received 
from the Consistory Court of the 
Diocese of Leicester. 
 
August 11th-12th 2008: bells and 
bell frame removed. 
 
August 22nd 2008: first practice 
of the novice team of All Saints’ 
bell ringers. This took place at St. 
Peter’s Church in Oadby - the Bell 
Ringing Centre. 
 

November 4th 2008: 
confirmation received from the 
LDGCBR that the Guild 
Committee approved a grant of 
£3500 towards the cost of the 
project.  
 
November 12th 2008:  the new 
bell, the treble, cast at the Royal 
Eijbouts Foundry in Holland. 
 
December 8th 2008: bells, 
steels, bell frames and related 
materials delivered. 
 
December 8th – 23rd 2008: 
installation of the new peal of six 
bells. 
 
December 14th 2008: bells 
blessed by Fr. Martin Court at the 
Sung Eucharist. 
 
December 24th 2008, 11.a.m.: 
first trial ringing of the new peal 
of six bells. 
 
May 15th 2009: Dedication of the 
bells. Service taken by the Rt. 
Rev Tony Robinson, Bishop of 
Pontefract. The bells were then 
rung for the first time since the 
trial ringing on Christmas Eve 
2008. 

             
 

The tower will not be open to 
other bands of ringers until 
November 2009. Details and 
application forms may be 
obtained from the Secretary, Ann 
Cattell, 8, Hall Road, Scraptoft, 
Leicester, LE7 9SX. 
Tel. 0116 2434044 

 

Eric Cook 
Scraptoft  

 

 

SYSTON DISTRICT 

TOWERS 
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ON YOUR BIKE! 
 

DISTRICT OUTING: LOUGHBOROUGH TOUR MELTON AREA 
 
This year, we went to six sixes 
in the Melton district. The 
weather forecast was uncertain 
but turned out hot and dry.   
 
This was good news for five 
cyclists who circumnavigated the 
22 mile route but not so 
comfortable for the student with 
fleecy cycling trousers who got a 
bit hot.  We met at Waltham on the 
Wolds where we were welcomed 
by John Matthews.   
 
The tradition of having sweets in 
the ringing chamber was evident 
as there were some lovely jelly 
babies available. 
 
On the way to Eaton, the District 
Ringing Master who is a novice 
tour cyclist, had not yet learnt the 
etiquette of allowing cars to pass 
on narrow lanes!  He appreciated 
their patience and has learnt his 
lesson.  
 
The sound of bells encouraged a 
young family to come and see how 
ringing was done.  I hope the 
interaction sowed some seeds into 
the young onlookers.   
 
Whilst the ringers were grabbing 
towers, Grace (now aged 2) was 

grabbing children's corners.  After 
becoming attached to Daffy Duck, 
I thought that we might have 
gained an extra on the outing but 
he was left for others to enjoy. 
 
The Wheel at Branston served 
very good quality food and 
Batemans.  The shelter of the 
gazebo was a relief from the heat 
of the day. Branston was about 
sound control.  Inside the church, 
there was competition from a two 
year old organist whilst outside, 
the sound control was so effective 
that the bell sound appeared to be 
coming out through the south 
porch. 
 
Whilst the cars took to the smooth 
roads, the cyclists took a track that 
was a little 'off road' at times and 
quite a hill up to Croxton Kerrial.  
We were met by Andrew Shipman 
who guided us to the central 
tower.   
 
After having cycled up the hill and 
climbed the stairs, there was a 

short ladder down to the ringing 
floor.  This prompted the thought  
'why did we climb the stairs just 
to come down again?'   
 
The clock case has windows so 
that the ringers on the 2nd and 
3rd can see each other. 
Buckminster estate church is the 
most easterly ring in the Guild. 
 
Wymondham was the heaviest 
ring of the day.  Three more 
ringers were very much 
appreciated as reinforcements for 
the tiring group.  Modern facilities 
were very welcome before our 
departure. Thanks to the 
Westons for letting us in.  
 
The group said our goodbyes to 
each other then the cyclists rode 
up the hills to Waltham going 
past the TV transmitter and a 
water tower before storing the 
bikes for the drive home. 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
Richard Brown and Sally Mason, ringers at Oaks in Charnwood, had their marriage blessed on 
Saturday August 15th at Lichfield Cathedral School Chapel. It was an intimate ceremony which 
included some singing from Simon Brown and a reading by John Chantry followed by an informal 
buffet at which both Bride and Groom gave a speech!  
 
Afterwards the children used plenty of energy running around the extensive grounds whilst the adults 
gambled the night away with casino games. It was a very pleasant and relaxed occasion.  
 
Best wishes for the future to Sally and Richard.  

 

DISTRICT NEWS 

LOUGHBOROUGH 

 

Nicholas Parr  
District Ringing Master 
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Keep up to date with events, news, advice,  
information & chat on www.leicesterdg.org.uk 
 

 
 

. SEPTEMBER  .     
 
Fri 18th  Harborough District Striking Competition at Saddington 
Sat 19th  Loughbor’ Advanced Training Morning 
Sat 19th  Melton Monthly meeting at Bottesford. 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
 
. OCTOBER  .     
 
Fri 2nd  Leicester District Meeting at St Margaret's, Leicester from 7:30pm 
Thu 8th  Harborough Surprise Major Practice at Kibworth 
Sat 10th  Hinckley Meeting at Witherley and Stoke Golding 
Sat 10th  Loughbor’ District Social 
Tue 13th  Syston Practice at Rothley 
Sat 17th  Harborough Great Easton, then tea, meeting & ringing at Medbourne 
Sat 17th  Melton Monthly meeting at Gaddesby. 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
Sat 24th Rising Ringers Event – Bowls and Bells 

Contact Mark Pendery for more (see page 3) 
Sat 31st  Guild AGM - Hosted by the Syston District 
      More details to follow, look out for more information soon! 
 
. NOVEMBER  .     
 
Sat 7th  Leicester Arnesby (10.30am - 11.45am) & Bruntingthorpe (12.00pm - 12.30pm) 
Thu 12th  Harborough Surprise Major Practice at Oadby 
Fri 13th  Syston Practice at Syston 
Sat 14th  Hinckley Meeting at Croft and Stoney Stanton 
Sat 14th  Loughbor’ District AGM at Whitwick 
Sat 21st  Melton District AGM at Melton Mowbray - 6:30pm - 9:00pm 
Sat 21st  Harborough Meeting at Illston on the Hill (T), evening ringing at Kings Norton 
Sat 28th  Leicester District AGM & Afternoon ringing at Bitterswell 
 
. DECEMBER  .     
 

Sat 5th  Tasty Bingo - BRF Fundraiser night 
7pm onwards at St Margarets, Leicester 
Only £8 for adults and £5 for children, including hot supper and wine / juice tasting. 
Come along and try out your bingo skills and your tasting abilities with wine, juice and 
crisps, all in one fun packed evening!

 


